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Fulness of Joy
BY JAMES H. M'CONKEY.

HE tiny thread of your life and my life is so needful
to God’s great purpose that if that thread were drawn
from the web of the Divine pattern, God would see

the marred spot, the missing thread. “Be God’s man, in
God’s place, doing God’s work, in God’s way,” are Hudson
Taylor’s wondrous words. How precious to know that He
has such a place for every life of His children. And what
joy to enter into and walk in that place, even as Enoch
walked with God, until God took him to continue his walk
in the same Divine plan up above.

This is what affliction means for some of you. “Before
I was afflicted I went astray,” says the Psalmist. Ab, that
is true—“before you were afflicted,” everything was mov-
ing dlong swimmingly. You were enjoying life. You were
piling up silver and gold. Your comradeship was with the
world, “among whom we all once walked doing the lusts of
the flesh.” But you were out of your place. You had for-
gotten what God created you for. But God had not. He
was watching your soul. He saw it going astray. And so
affliction came. Sorrow and bereavement shadowed your
life. You wondered what it all meant. But God knew.
And now after affliction you know Him better than ever
before. You are walking close to Him. You have found
His place for your life; and you are glad with a great glad-
ness that He has restored your soul, at whatever cost of
scars and tears and heartaches.

THE OUTCOME OF OBEDIENCE.

Why do we Christians not have fulness of joy? It is our
birthright. Why do we not possess it? Mayhap we seek
it as the world seeks pleasure—for itself. But remember
this, that joy is not found in the seeking. Joy is not an
aim and object in itself. Joy always follows in the train
of something else—the train of the will of God. Yea, joy
follows in the track of the man who is doing the will of
God, even as fragrance follows in the trail of the soft wind
that blows over the narcissus and the honeysuckle. For
joy is a by-product. It is the by-product of obedience. The
“these things” which Christ said would bring us His own
wondrous joy are mentioned in the verse before. They are:
“If ye keep My commandments.” Ah, there is the secret!
It is in the doing of His will that the joy comes. Is He ask-
ing us to consecrate the‘life to Him, and thus acknowl-
edge His ownership of it? Do it, and the joy will come.

Is He calling us to make His Kingdom the great purpose
of life? Do so, and joy will follow. Is He summoning us
to service in some humble place for Him? Take it up, and
Joy will come back to your heart, whence it has fled apace.
The flock of snowy gulls ever follows in the wake of the
steaming ship. The white trail of smoke floats across the
hill and forest after the swift-speeding locomotive. So the
joy of the heart trails constantly in the wake of the life
that is living in the path of service and obedience to God
—in His ownership, His purpose, His place. “Restore unto
me the joy of Thy salvation,” sang the very man who wrote
this Psalm. Why had he lost it? Because he had gone
aside from the path of obedience to God into that of sin,
and joy had fled when its yoke-fellow, obedience, had van-
ished from the life. Some of you are seeking joy for her-
self. But you will never find her alone. She is always
bound with golden fetters to the chariot wheels of obedi-
ence. And when you come into the place of obedience joy
Wwill ever follow in your pathway.

LAID ON GOD’S ALTAR.
A great preacher was preaching from that beautiful text:
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- “And when the burnt-offering began, the

began also.” (2 Chron. 29:27.) The pre:
‘develop the beautiful truth that it was only
had been laid in sacrifice upon God’s altar of
that the fullest, truest song of joy in the (
and life rose up to God. The next day he
the station to board a train. As he stepped
form a plain railroad porter walked up to him,
“Mr. B——, I live in the country where the l;’mh[
ing at him in astonishment, the minister said:
know what you mean, my man.” The porter
“Mr. , I live in the country where the music
at your church last night. I heard you tell
of the heart only rises in its fulness after
laid on God's altar of consecration, and, sir,
that means.” And then the railroad porter ¥
a story of joy and blessing, from the
life to God, such as thrilled the minister #
He who came to do His Father's will w
gladness above His fellows.” Likewise,
lives to do His will, is fulfilled His pr
Joy shall be in you, and your joy sha
obedient heart and life that the well-
its certain birth.—The Christian.

THE POWER OF P
There are some of us who are
of service because of the pressure
one of us is excluded from prayer.
There comes to me the thought
knowledge, since 1872, in this
been in perpetual pain, and yet
is today a woman twisted and
vet exhaling the calm and st
Most High. In 1872 she was
of London, pra ¢
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asked those who would
dreds did so. He was surpris
quest had been misunderstood.
and again the response was
tinued throughout the following
members were taken into the
In telling me this story, M
what this meant. [ began
rested until 1 found a b.d-
would bring me to that chureh
brought me over four thousand
answer to her request.”—Dr. €

Give the other fellow the kind
If you can say nothing good
are mighty few people in the
good’ about if we try. The
yet, the more good you ﬁnd"_h
other people will find in you,
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“When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowl-
edge is pleasant unto thy soul; discretion shall pre-
serve thee, understanding shall keep thee.” Prov. 2:
10, 11.

THE TRUE LIFE.

The Master sald “Whosover loseth his life for My sake
shall find it again.” The life that is lived unto God is al-
ways lived for oth It is the very opposite of selfish-
ness. The covetous fife is the one that saveth it for him-
s€lY and behold he loseth it. Self-centered people are the
smallest people. It is only as we harmonize with the pur-
pose of an all-wise and benevolent God that we realize the
fullness, richness and eternal satisfaction of living, as

YE GAVE ME NO MEAT. \

Every need is an appeal, but how slow we are to learn
it! Both Levite and Priest passed heedleuly or care-
lessly by the man lying wounded upon the highway.
It remained for the deepised Samaritan to be touched with
the feeling of the man’s need and to draw on his own store
for the supplying of the same. The need is an appeal, but
because it does not knock us down, stamp us and run all
over us, we seldom heed its piteous wail. ‘I was hungry and
ye gave me no meat,” said the Master, and these words,
- while possibly hnvmg their first fulfillment in the judgment
of the nations for the way they had treated His ancient
people. Israel, may be in a sense applied to us also. We
gerve Him in administering to others, and a neglect of the
least of His brethren may be a neglect of Him. The great
stle recognized his indebtedness to the whole world, and
busy years that followed were full of effort, as far as
m lay, to discharge this obligation. Has the world’s
stood before you? Have you looked into its hun-
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gry, sinful, troubled face? Hu its
marrow of your own soul? Have you e
thick as that that enveloped Egypt |
ing, crushing, dying need of a world
into the dark and away from God.
as they are, unless we had hearts
be light, indifferent and criminallly
Would we have any time for flirting
squandering our substance in riotous
The picture would be so impressive
it. Homeless children, dependent
whose bodies are wasting away
in asylums and prisons, the disco
earth, and still worse that vast mul
the broad way that leadeth unto des
obligation resting upon us to do 3
distressing situation.

We cannot dodge our resp
inability, for none who read these
There is something at our di
It may be a smile, a han
may be a brief visit with a
downtrodden one, it may
passerby, it may be the d
of someone who needs
will set before them the
Each of us has some
we will both be richer
have sufficient meat
some brother’s need.
unto us, and its o
cry, and yet we
long-continued tr:
much as ye did it u
ve did it to me.”

Ye gave me

tain when we |
we might havo
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hid in thee, to overcome sin, death and hell within and to
generate again the life of God im thy soul. Turn to thy
heart and thy heart will find its Saviour; it is God within
thyself. Thou seest, hearest, feelest not of God, because
thou seekest Him abroad, with thy outward eyes. Thou
seekest for Him in, books, in controversies, in churches and
outward exercise, but there thou wilt not find Him until
thou hast found Him in thy heart. Seek for Him in thy
heart and thou wilt never seek in vain. There He dwelleth.
There is the seat of His light and Holy Spirit.” A greater
than Law exclaimed, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Pantheism says there is no God, but the combined forces
of the universe. Every material thing is only a part of
God, is the pantheistic conception of the universe. This is
fundamentally wrong. It destroys the distinction between
good and evil. It would make the bad as divine as the good,
which is essentially false, but the doctrine of the divine im-
minence is altogether a different thing. Christ does dwell
in the heart of the church through the eternal spirit. He
dwelt for a while on this earth in a human body and then
ascended into heaven, after which he sent the Holy Spirit
to continue the ministry begun by Him by incarnating him-
self in the church. The Christian is a temple of the Holy
Ghost. He dwells within. Alas, that we ever should have
thought of Him as being far away. The Lord Jesus in His
official capacity as the Great High Priest is representing
His church at the right hand of God while the Holy Spirit
is gathering out from among the nations those who will ac-
cept Jesus, indwelling and fitting them for companionship
with God now and a glorious ministry of service in the
beyond.

Make much of this fact. Many have suffered irreparable
loss for not doing so. The Scriptures are positive in their
statements as to the fact of the divine indwelling, but on
account of our poor seeing and feeble believing we have
lived so little in the power of this fact.

“Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born,
If He is not born in thee, thy soul is forlorn.”

The Christ life must first be born within thee and then
it grows until the full maturity of a perfect character. An
old saint prayed, “Old Adam in me die; live Jesus.” This
dying of the self-life is not self-annihilation, but self-purifi-
cation. Nonentity is neither desirable nor Scriptural. We
never cease to be ourselves, but George McDonald was right
when he said, “A man may be possessed with himself as
with a devil,” and James M. Campbell, from whose book,
“The Indwelling Christ,” these quotations are taken, adds,
“When the baser self is crucified to death there is a funeral
in the soul—a tearless funeral; but when the better self is
crucified to death the soul’s funeral takes place, and all
heaven goes into mourning.” A new center is formed in
the spirit when one is “from self born aims and wishes
free,” hence Martin Luther said, “Should anyone knock at
my breast and say, ‘who lives here? I should reply, ‘Not
Martin Luther, but the Lord Jesus.”” It is the wicked
rather than the natural self which is eliminated. In fa.ct,
We are never truly ourselves until we are free from the sin-
ful self. Sin so perverted, poisoned and so corrupted hu-
manity that we are born into the earth as selfish creatures.
Now it is the work of grace to destroy this center of sin-
ful self and in its stead from another, a Christ center., from
Which all our actions should proceed. Tennyson writes:

“éh, for a man to arise in me,

ceaseless rounds of legalistic performa
from a single stain. The sinner is a pe
himself as the leopard is to change his spots
ian his skin. When the apostle exclaimed, :
crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet
Christ liveth in me,” he states the basis of both
gation and soul enrichment. Identity with C
crucifixion provides both judicial acquitment
renewal; but few grasp the fullness of the
regard to the renewing of the Holy Spirit. Itis
the being born again, the impartation of
ous inded as this is, but it guarantees to the b
resources needed for living a triumphant life.
sufficient emphasis put upon the res ction
sion of Jesus, both as a basis and incentive for
becoming an overcomer. John Arndt puts it
in the following quotation, “If thou belie
was cruicfied for the sins of the world,
be crucified to the same. If thou refuseth
this thou canst not be a living member
united to Him by faith. If thou beliew
from the dead it is thy duty to live
In a word, the birth, cross, pmi(;ng
of Christ must after a spiritual
thee.”
“The Christ of Golgotha thou lo
Unless within thyself it be set up
In the significant language of
joined unto the Lord is one Spiri
a new base of operations within
ment of the Christ spirit is the
We do differently because we
are passed away and behold all
The sinful dies, the heavenly
claims Erasmus. “Yes, but F
tion between Christianity and
Lord Jesus emphasized i
the point stressed by many
creatures in Christ Jesus.
ing that God haf made is el
us. Only the sinful is el
we grasp and live in the p
we be overcom

Christ dwells in
see if He is there.
feelings. Turn your whol
that He comes in to cleanse,
glory. Feelings may vary,
live in the realm of fai
thou in me.” Let these sub
soul. One with Christ. You
You went down into the tomb
early Sabbath morn and you as
a representative capacity.
the guarantee of yoin:__ 0
until you get to heaven to
benéfits of this mystical union.
reckon yourself dead indeed v
of life and so live in the po
be seated with Christ in h
in the earth and then when
person to the Father's:house
has learned the secret of app
ly portion of the m



the person of the indwelling Christ. Learn to live in the
power of this fact. Times of heaviness will come, seasons
.of depression, days of fiery trial, and hours of sore con-
flict, the emotional life may be very unsatisfactory, but live
E ' in the fact of the Lord’s indwelling despite the apparent
dryness. Believe Him. within, Feed upon Him as your
“Living Bread.” Rejoice in having such a glorious guest
" and ere long the shadows will flee away and the conscious-
ness that He is within will fill you with gladness. If you
try to work by moods you will be continually in trouble,
‘but if you will accept the fact that the Lord lives within
and let Him regulate your life, steadfastly refusing to be-
lieve otherwise, but go trustingly on life’s varied journey,
you will soon know something of the glorious blessings that
come from an indwelling Christ.

REDEEMING THE TIME.

Time is too precious a thing to kill. Alas, how much of
it is wasted in thoughtless, needless, hurtful conversation,
idleness and neglect. A careful use of time will enable one
to do so much more good. There are many who waste time
enough to accomplish a great deal of good. The following
is to the point:

“The time is short.” Every hour is blood-bought. And
while we must be free from all anxious suspense and un-
natural strain, yet one cannot afford to be careless or off

B guard for a single hour. We are on the battlefield. We
3 are in the race course. The prize is before. The great day
is approaching. The enemy is active, “Be ye sober and
watch unto prayer.” “Instant in prayer.” Everything is

gacred, nothing secular. We need to be faithful in season,
out of season; observing regular order and times of prayer
and also sometimes turning social calls into prayer-circles.
A little more love to Jesus—a little bit keener apprecia-

_tion of His worth; and it can be done, and the duty will be
a delight. Surely the need is great enough and He is
worthy. “Everything by prayer.”

4 v SNOUIa evel ppesd Sell.
divine method is one of endless variety. His providences
vary according to our needs. Sometimes He comes in the
shape of comfort, and sometimes it is a chastening. Hap-
py the soul that has learned the secret of meeting the Lord
in whatever way he may manifest Himself. F. B. Meyer,
n commenting on Psa. 68, where there are twenty thousand
s of God mentioned, says:
jod comes to us in the chariot of His salvation, but He
r comes twice over in quite the same way. Sometimes
golden chariot. 1t glistens in the light, it is drawn
ite horses, symbolizing victory and joy. Angel-hosts
ound it; sweet odors exhale from it; wreaths of flowers
son it. Then summer days of peace, prosperity, and
\ess seem within our reach; and sorrow and sighing

afs.tylme! God comes to us in a sombre chariot,
in funeral colors; the clouds hang low in the sky,
{8 in her autumn or winter dress. The win-
curtained, they that made our life rich are miss-
ir home is lonesome. But God has none the less
nd given us some word of warning, remon-
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‘for the day!”
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“The chariot which stops at the door of others, b
God into their life, is sometimes wrought out of the
phire—stone of hope. A new ideal has entered our
with the resolve to realize it. We leave the dead
bury its dead, and link our hands in the strong pier
grasp of the Risen One, to go forth to conquer where ¢
we were doomed to continual defeat. wa

“One of God’s favorite chariots is cut from a pearl,
those of which the gates of heaven are made, because f
sense of the timeless and eternal has entered our '
with the elasticity and energy of the Infinite and U

But whatever the color of fabric of the chariot, be sure
look for its Occupant.” <

THE DISCIPLINE OF SORROW.
The late Arthur T. Pierson in writing under the
caption, says:
God puts so high a value upon “the riches of the
of His inheritance in the saints,” that in order to
and perfect that inheritance, He subjects His &
row and suffering, as a proprietor ploughs up hi:
pulls down his homestead, that he may beautify
which is his inheritance. : 2
Suffering is not always a penalty, either
ganic. It is often corrective and educa
end the purifying, beautifying and glo in
character. Every form of figure is used
to set forth this Divine idea of sorrow,
half-pagans that we think of suffe
though it were an expression of Divine
What solace would God's sorrowing
very boughs of trial could they but
ing and perfecting them by the diseip
How many Jacobs are there who
“All these things are against me!”
together for good!” How many
grave of their little ones, weeping
to be comforted, because they are
who, in the seeming shipwreck of
good, cast out of the stern the four
and Hope and Love and Pati

Lift up your heads, ye sorrov
tion draweth nigh., Glory in t
tience, and patience experience.
It is the approval of God: the s
who, having purified B
proved.” When th :
makes it to mirror His own
He stamps it, “Approved.” It
prepares us for the hope that
that shedding broad of His
above all other, the earnest
peace which passeth under

The mystery of pain will
problem of suffering is too
understand later on. It suffi
planned for us that out of all
dent to this life is to come g
there would be no living in
When the perfect age com
believe that our heavenly ¥
here that the adverse tides
most insuperable difficutlties
daily burdens we have to
equipment in the world to
is the best training school fo
it. Is it not a token of love?
ism the famous lecturer, Jos.
he died: S




