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The following are extracts from one of
the last addresses delivered by the late Dr.
A. Te Pierson.

I presume that the great majority of you
do not expect to overcome temptation always,
and perhaps not even in the majority of
cases. The lethargy and apathy to sin,
among even disciples of Christ is, to my

mind, one of the most appalling things that

-I meet in daily life. Now, I do not ask to

know your attitude, but I want you to say
in your hearts whether you passed yester-
day without any known sin. How many of
you can say to God, I have walked before
God in righteousness today? That ought to
be the history of every day.

There is no such thing as sinless perfec-
tion in this world, because at best we shall
‘always leave a great deal undone; and the
thought is that, as we grow in grace and
knowledge of God, we come to see things as
sins that before we thought of, at best, as
doubtful, and things doubtful that we used
to consider as entirely proper. One of the
greatest marks of spiritual growth is that
your sensibilities become keener to detect
what is wrong, what is questionable. But I
believe it is an atrocious thing to do a known
sin under any circumstances. To fall into
sin because you are overwhelmed by some
suddet(;&lptatlon, the power of which you
do not realize perhaps, of the presence of
which you are not aware, is one thing. But
deliberately to go into sin against God is an-
other, one of the most paralyzing things in
your life. It destroys all power of prayer,
it disqualifies you fof proper witness, and it
makes impossible a holy service. ¢

It is no wonder that you do not serve God
acceptably and do not have personal intimacy
With God when you allow yourself to commit
a known sin. Her pastor once wrote Miss
Havergal and asked her if she had ever
Passed a day mthout co sin, and she
Wrote back: “No, I never have.” “Now,”

he said, “you pray that the Lord will \keep ;

you this day without sin. What is the use
to pray this prayer if you do not expect it
to be answered? I suggest that you under-
take, in the strength of God, to see if you can-
not pass one day without sin.” That was a
turning point in Frances Ridley Havergal’s
life, and from that time she passed many
days without any known sin against God..
ESCAPING AND ENDURING.
- In the tenth chapter of First Corinthians,
You find the remarkable discussion of tempta-
tion, and in James; but they do not cover the
Same ground, That in the tenth of First
Corinthians is about escaping temptation,
and the other is ‘about enduring temptation.
Now look at thexq for a moment, First, 1
r"’lthla g 10 .

How to Treat Temptatlon
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make also the way of escape, that ye may be
able to endure it.”

Now turn to James 1:12-14, and let us
get his testimony about enduring temptation :

“Blessed is the man that endureth tempta-
tion; for.when he hath been approved, he
shall receive the crown of life, which the
Lord promised to them that love him. Let
no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil,
and He Himself tempteth no man: but each
man is tempted, when he is drawn away by
his own lust, and enticed.”

Temptation, then, is the common experi-
ence of human beings. It is absolutely ime
possible naturally to escape it. As long as
we are in the world we shall meet it. It will
come from the world, from the fiesh, from
the devil. The subtlest of our foes is the
self-life. You cannot expect to escape, but
there is no necessity of your being overcome
by it as a child of God. “Greater is He that
is in you than he that is in the world.”

Now, inasm/uch as there is a community of
temptation, and you cannot miss it, here is

THE FIRST ENCOURAGEMENT.

God is faithful. It does not say God is
merciful, or God is gracious. Faithful is
a word of obligation, and the idea is there
of the obligation on the part of God to stand
by the tempted soul. - Isn’t that magnificent,
that the moment you take your stand against
temptation; the whole Godhead is behind you, <4pq
and there can be no temptation too great, ;
because no temptation can be greater than
God? And He is faithful to you. He will
stand by you. He regards Himself as under
obligation not to allow you to be tempted
above that you are able to bear. Here is for
us a definite teaching that whenever we are
tempted there is a way of escape, which God
in His fidelity has provided. Look for the
way of escape and go in it.

Let us pass over to the other passage:
“Blessed is the man that endureth tempta-
tion.” Why? Because when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life. Not every
disciple will be crowned. There will be mil-
lions who will be saved and not crowned.
If you are defeated you will not be crowned.
If your life is one of disaster and discipline,
you may be saved, but you will just enter
heaven, saved, as it were, from & burning
building, but without coronation.

THE STEPS DOWN. :

What is the first step down? It is par-
leying with temptation. The second step
down is committing a sinful act, whatever it
may be. You have the impulse to say some-
thing unkind, and you do it. The third step® ¢
down is to repeat a sin. It is easiey to re-
peat. It is becoming habitual. The fourth
step down is to get yourself so under the
power of sin that you no longer attempt to
resist, but leb yourself go—as.the Lord says,

“giving yourselves over to nnclecnnnu
[he next step d’s- -abandonment o

individual abando
mdlvidual abandor
down, you become tl
you are a drunkard,
are a blasphemer, you te
pheme. The next step
come in this life. =
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EDITORIAL

AS THEY WENT THEY WERE
CLEANSED. LUKE 17:14.

Blessed in obedience these ten lepers were
led as they went to show themselves unto
the priest. There was nothing in the mere
of going to work such a miracle -but

[ they were blessed in obedience.
" Naaman was when he dipped himself seven
times in the Jordan. Six times would have
ot been sufficient, because seven was com-
manded There was nothing in the water
to perform such a cure. The virtue lay in
. doing what the Prophet gaid. Doing is not
he basis of salvation. Being good must pre-
doing good. Salvation by works is is the

then idea, but works must follow if we.

ntain a Christian life.. Salvation is a
but the measure of the reward depends
n faithfulness in service. Just the other
a good woman said to us: I once had a
orious experience but I neglected my duty,
’t take sufficient time for Bible study and
yer, the cares of home absorbed me and
m not where I used to be spiritually. This:
old story. . We hear it on every hand.
drift because they are not true to
‘There is a leakage in their joy and dry-
and barrenness of spirit follows.
went they were blessed. The path
‘ f:dahted with' blessing. “The

Just as °
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ties lies in the sphere of the ordinary, 1f we
maintain a strong healthly spirituality it
must be in little things. The blessing hinges
upon. the performance of duty. Most people
live in a convicted state. They are chronic
cripples through neglected duty instead. of

going on in obedience and being triumphant.

They lay by the wayside and bring forth little
or no fruit to perfection.

Hear the words of Jesus: If a man love
me he will keep my words, and my Father
will love him, and we will make our abode
with him, John 14:23. Clouds of blessings
are just above, ready for a great downpour
on the obedient soul.

Ah, here is the secret of the prevalent in-
difference among professing Christians. They
are not true to the heavenly vision. They
will not walk in the light. They refuse to go,
and hence they are not blessed.

If those who wear the name of Christ,
would do as the lepers, they too would ex-
perience a mighty quickening of spirit, but
they seem to forget that the blessing is con-
ditional upon obedience. We saw a man
get shouting happy /the other day just be-
cause he made up his mind to give up an
old grudge that he held against anothd;
“One. of these fellows given to curious ques-
tioning, said to his pastor, where is heaven?
The minister, well knowing the brother’s
delinquencies, replied, I can tell you how you
can have your question answered: There
is a family over yonder in which the bread-
winner has been down for weeks with ty-
phoid fever; hitch your horses to the wagon,
load it up with what they need in the way of
provisions, take it to them, and when you
have unloaded in their kitchen, then go and
offer prayer at the bedside of the sick, and

your questions will be answered. He did it

and returned with heavenly raptures thrill-
ing his soul. As he went he was blessed.
Oh, if people would only go as bidden by the
Master what mighty transformations would
oceur, i

If instead of looking for blessmgs in some
unusual or abnormal way, they would main-
tain the habit of obedience they would dis-
cover the secret of abiding in the Lord, and

for a moment, but soon the novelty would
gone, and the same stolid indifference woyl

again assert itself.

There is only one royal road to ble ‘
one secret of continuous victory; an
is in doing whatsoever He sayeth.

The method of blessing varies, but

conditions never. The lepers didn’t-stop |

inquire how they were to be healed; th

simply went as he told them, and, lo!
soon found themselves perfectly cured.
Lord Jesus-was working in harmony
law when he said, “go show yourself to
priest,” and they were working in obedi

- to law when they were blessed.

- Reader, whatsoever He sayeth unto
do it. Live in the center of divine
neglect no duty, however small; do not :
or postpone it, but go, and as the
these in olden times, you will

judgment in
requires a con
hidden fires must
1s unctious dl\il:?

ill-fed Ch
W@.ﬂn
a number

tion:

their lives would flow on with a perennial )

freshness, “always abounding in the work of
the Lo Gpd is in the stars, but it is
our duty lso 1k with him rather in the per-
formance of ily duties. Our place of serv-
jce is here for the present. Hence our bless-
ing is here as an old saint quaintly put it

when interrogated as to- the discharge of -
some duty, he said, I must be there for it

Most

is the place where the blessing Talls.
of life is occupied with the corhmon place.
The Kingdom of Heaven cometh not with

be made fat.”! They grow “outward show. It isin grace as in natpre.

tigemn

The. mightiest forces are noiseless.  Oppor-
tunifies make no outery. The great crises

come and go silently. The highest thing °L

speaks only in gentle tones. Could some

‘angel write in burning letters across the face

&
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All discouragement is of the devil and re-
aults from not walking by faith. We may
see or we may not see, it matters not—God
is true, and no service rendered Him will
fail. The seemings are often against us; it
looks at times as if we were accomplishing
nothing, but we should press steadily on-
ward, neither unduly elated or depressed,
“knowing that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord.”

Inner decay—a decline in things spiritual
—cause us to weary in- well doing, but loss
of spiritual vigor js followed by a correspond-
ing decline imy spiritual effort. We must
“he strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might” if we “do exploits” for Him.
Weaklings are soon exhausted; babes cannot
do the work of adults; the majority of those
who wear the name of Christ are sickly, and
spend most of their time in the hospital.
They haven’t the soul health essential for
strenuous and continual service; they soon
weary in well doing.

Weariness in the work of the Lord will
only cease when they learn to walk in the
Spirit. The sad failure of se many to go
farther in service than that rendered by
mere infancy ‘in Christ is the cause of the
deplorable state of things so prevalent among
professing Christians. Like children, they
soon grow weary and quit.

An old gentleman arose in a meeting and
said he hoped that in the revival which they
were coutthhplating a great number. would
be born-into the family of God. Where-
upon, a deeply spiritual woman said: “If
any more children are born into this church
I don’t know where we would put them;
every cradle in the church now has a baby in
it” Ah! that’s the trouble—cradles full of
babies, ten, twenty, thirty and forty-year-
old babies, who must be nursed and in every
Way cared for, thus consuming the time of
the spiritual minded.

Weariness in well doing is prevented by
daily walking with God. It is a spiritual
defect, and can only be remedied by build-
ing up the spiritual health. Mere beating
and slashing the church around will not

i they must be fed, until they “grow up
a ca‘lves of the stall,” and become “fat and
flourishing in the courts of our Lord.”

4. & misapprehension of God’s purpose

in well

:  turning point in human history, and
gJo¢ of more eritical importance than m
gJeenturies.” - These words need to be bu
lome upon the heart and imagination of [
% church of God. We are confronting [
J27akening of untold millions of manki!
'W’P“nee incomparably greater thani®
(“€lormation, which convulsed Europes”
§ Passing over the world; and the fact offS
)‘“Pressib: solemnity and of thril
: B thht th‘t the PMiC, me
‘“‘ ‘stage of the %
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A grasp on the plan of the ages—under-
standing at least something of God’s pur-
poses for this age—is a wonderful encourage-
ment to us. The weary centuries have
dragged along, and yet; comparatively speak-
ing, only a few have bowed the knee to Christ,
but we are toiling on in joyous expectancy
that by and by the work of witnessing will
be accomplished and that the dispensation
will chg_n_g_e'
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HOUR OF FOREJ

By R. H. BoLL. Ay
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come.

Glory to God! What a privilege to have
part in such a work! It stirs us to the very
depths and inspires every effort- We are a
part in a wondrous plan, and instead of the
Lord’s service being wearisome, how we
should delight in living at a time like this,
and assisting in the out-gathering of the
blood-washed army, preparatory for the com-
ing of the King] followed by the millennial
reign and then the age of universal righteous-

‘ness, when “God shall wipe away all tears

from their eyes and there shal be no more
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain, for the
former things are passed away.” (Rev.
21:4.) Nevertheless, we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth wherein dwelleth
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent, that ye may be
found of Him, in grace without’ spot and
blameless. (2 Pet. 3: 13, 14.) -

THE MISSIONARY PROBLEM.
It is a problem, and a gigantic one at that!

But the difficulties are not insuperable. The -

command is to preach the gospel to every
creature, and despite all obstacles, it can and
should . be done.

Before undertaking to build a tower it is
well to sit down and count the cost, lest we
should begin and not be able to finish. It is
never safe to underestimate the strength of
an enemy. Hence, let us take a brief survey
of the difficulties in the way of world-wide
evangelism.

1. The vast numbers to be reached. In
round numbers, a thousand million are yet
without the gospel. This means that every
hour three thousand souls pass out into eter-
nity without ever knowing of Christ; 80,000
a day; 30,000,000 a year. These figures are
too large for us to comprehend, as many as
nearly half the population; of the United
States passing into enternity “from heathen
countries every year. Nearly 200,000,new

‘missionaries would be required to furnish
one to every 5,000 of the papn}atmn :Z'he
 children of India, 117,000/000 in number,

would, if stood in line, girdle the entire
globe.  India’s women, 145,000,000. strong,

man in bondage

righteousness..

slavery ever was
der thé devil's
America’s 50,000,000 cu
China’s 430,000,000, a
with their vast po)
need, appeal ‘for help.
2. Difficult to reach:
Climatic hindrances.
in a few years. The dea
and Africa have cut off
missionary, while the const
climate has prematurely 1
Difficult languages to be
years to do it.
In mumerous places very
training, i
Oftentimes hoatility on
who most need the truth,
grip that heathenism
It -is the religion of
peals to the- fleshly i
Paul said: “The wh
wicked one,” and Saf
effort to prevent h
the gospel.

8. The grea
difference of t
be .explained o

far worse than African tr:




zain, the old plea, “We have so much to
& home,” is the excuse rendered by many
their failure to share in the work abroad,
as a rule, those who give most to the
sign mission work /also give most to the
sme work. At any rate, we have no right
consume our efforts on the home land.
Here we often see a half dozen churches in
little town, struggling to keep their heads
ve water, when three would do the work
et the effort expended on the others be
ven to the heathen. Sectism should never
allowed to-hinder in the work of missions.
Tt is not at all necessary for every denomina-
tion to establish a foothold in every town and
untry place, It is a needless waste of both
‘money and men, which are needed far more
elsewhere, and the point of the greatest need
'is the place where we should first work.  Sad
indeed that selfish rivalries should cause us
to rear altar against altar at home, while
" those in the regions beyond have none at all.
2 2 Folks have really made themselves believe
~ that they are not able to support missions.
" Never was such an assertion made with less
reason. We could if we would. There are
“dollars spent for needless luxuries while cents
are given for missions, Even a little thing
jke chewing gum gets four times as many
kles and dimes as the great missionary
puse. ‘As trivial a thing as the buttons on
ies’ kid gloves cost more than is devoted to
fions. There is eight or ten times as
spent for finger rings as there is given
people would give as much as
o-cent postage stamp a day it would in-
%o the missionary offering at least twelve-
fold. Think of it! Those who claim to have
en redeemed by the blood of Christ; to bé
their way to-heaven; not interested enough
in His work to give two cents per day that
a thousand million people may have the same
Wmm gospel. Is it not plain that there
mething radically wrong?
ystematic method would work wonders.
who do contribute do so at irregular
ls, whereas if they would'lay by so
a week, they themselves would be great-
surprised at the amount given by the end
' the year. We have seen this demon-
ted in the congregation here. The peo-
are mostly poor, but they make their
‘regularly, and the aggregate is
ge enough to support several missionaries,
"It all congregations could be put on a simi-
lar basis, we could evangelize the world in
e next féw years. What a shame they will
E do it. :
This state of apathy on the part of the
‘means prayerlessness. They are not
&hind with Christ.  They have no wrest-
ig in prayer that workers may be thrust
according to the cdmmand of our Lord.
are not stirred themseleves.. How can
xpect to stir others? To state the case
gsions is neither in their mind nor
" They feel no burden of re-
hig great work. Why should
ut it?  They are ab-
interest.

-

- for a single hour. We are on the battlefield.
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and they are inexcusably indifferent
sacred trust committed to them, They ign
the responsibility the Master has laid
them. They are blinded by the god
world, and are at ease in Zion. They
never be otherwise unless awakened by

Holy Spirit. To this end let us pray.

There are a few noble spirits here and
there who are deeply interested and are
working with might and main that those who
have sat in darkness may have the light., All
honor to them. May their number be greatly
increased.

But take professing Christians, as a whole,

EDITORIAL COMMENT

PRAYER ILLUMINES.

How often has light flashed in upon
we prayed. Knee work can solve many
lems that lie beyond the ken of head
How often have we been muddled, conf
perplexed, harassed and } n h
could get alone with God ai
prayer would clear up maf
fully that we have felt almost

FIEE

REDEEMING THE TIME.

Time is too precious a thing to kill. Alas,
how much of it is wasted in thoughtless,
needless, hurtful conversation, idleness and
neglect. A careful use of time will enable
one to do so much more good. There are
many who waste time enough to accomplish
a great deal of good. The following is to the
point: '

“The time is short.” Every hour is blood-
bought. And while we must be free from all

anxious suspense and unnatural strain, yet
one cannot afford to be careless or off guard

subject, say z

I know not how I can
earnestness to urge Gog

We are in the race course. The prize is be-
fore. The great day is approaching. The
enemy is active. “Be ye sober and watch
-unto prayer.” . “Instant-in-prayer.”” Every-
thing is sacred, nothing secular. We need to
be faithful in season, out of season; observ-
ing regular order and times of prayer and
also sometimes turning social calls into
prayer-circles. A little more love'to Jesus,
—a little keener appreciation of His worth;
and it can be done, and the duty will be a
delight. Surely the need is great enough
and He is worthy. “Everything is prayer.”

PRAYING EARLY.

“My voice shalt thou hear in the morning,
O Lord” (Ps. 5:3). e
. Robert McCheyne was one of the most de-
vout men that Scotland ever produced. He
died quite young, but such was his seraphic
piety that he made a more profound impres-
sion upon the Church in the few brief years
of his ministry than many do in a half cen-
tury, He was a man of prayer, and it is said s
that his people would get under conviction by
just the manner in which he walked up the -
aisle of his church. Speaking of prayer on .
a certain occassion, he said: R

I ought to pray before seeing any one.
Often when I sleep long, or meet with others
early, it is eleven or twelve o’clock before I
begin secret prayer. This is a wretched sys-
tem. It is unseriptural. Christ arose before
day and went into a solitary place. David
gays, “Barly will I seek thee;” “Thou shalt
early hear my voice.” Family prayer loses
‘much of its power and sweetness, and I can
do no good to those who come to seek from
me. The conscience feels guilty, the soul un-
fed, the lamp not trimmed. Then when in
earnest prayer, the soul is often out of tune.
B o ok o et e
see His face soul
before it is near another. . .




