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The Preacher and Politics
By J. B. Chapman*

hen the canker of jealousy has commenced to eat at a preacher’s

heart it usually shows in his attitude toward his brethren. There
is almost as little hope for a preacher who has been disappointed in his
ambitions as of any class there is. For such a one usually becomes cen-
sorious and claims he has not had a square deal. Others have outstripped
him because they had had a “pull,” so he occupies himself with calling
attention to the fact that many of the useful evangelists are “rich,” and
that the popular pastors “use politics.” He is not really a bad man and
does not start falsehoods, but it is quite easy for him to hear things
“through reliable sources." He does not peddle damning scandals, but
he seems rather ready to pass along a report that might reflect somewhat
upon a brother and subtract from his popularity.

But 1was interested to know what is meant in such connections when
a pastor or other minister is said to employ politics; for politics are both
good and bad, you know. One definition of politics is “the science of
government,” while another is * political intrigue or trickery.” To merely
say that a preacher is a politician does not make clear whether he is a
wise leader who is able and willing to give cooperation and on that account
is the recipient of cooperation on the part of others or whether he is a
crook who is wise to get more than he gives.

It makes me a little suspicious to find that those most given to ac-
cusing others of using politics were principally those who are themselves
known as “standing out on the edge of things,” so far as connectional
interests are concerned. And upon pressing the question | found they
counted it politics when the evangelist gives attention to the Herald
of Holiness, to the Sunday school, and to the various general, district,
and local interests of the church. “He does that,” it is explained, “so
he will get more calls for meetings and so he will be recommended by the
editor and by general officers of the church.” Then | found that they
count it politics when a pastor loyally raises his district and general
budgets and puts himself out to assist in zone rallies and district meet-
ings of various kinds. “He does that,” it is explained, “to ingratiate
himself with the district superintendent and pastors of the district so
that when he gets ready to move he will be offered a better place.” In
fact, | found that practically this whole charge of politics resolved itself
into a judgment of motives, for the things they said were done for
political reasons were just the things that ought to be done. So | decided
that practically all of the charges of politics among preachers that | have
been able to trace are based upon the disappointed ambitions of the
complainers.

Then | set in to wondering if it is really possible for a preacher to
permanently better his position by “political intrigue or trickery,” and
| decided that it is not. It is not possible to fool the people and the leaders

"Former general superintendent, deceased.

(Continued on page 3)
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Church-centered Culture or
Christ-centered Character?

question which should sobeh every pastor is. Does my church

program produce spiritual growth? Some have so assumed that of
course their many fine activities are making saints that the very ques-
tion is irritating. Admittedly in many of our churches today a broad
program is carried on which can only be labeled “terrific. There is
something going on for everyone, almost every night of the week. Music,
athletics, contests, parties—you name it, they have it. But a lot of church
wheels turning is not a guarantee of spirituality. It is possible for people
with very little grace to share in most of our activities, quite faithfully
and enthusiastically, for no better reason than that these are the things
they like to do. They like to sing. They like to play on church teams. They
like to get together and chat (and “~at), even at missionary meetings.
The satisfaction of knowing that their sociability and talents are being
expended in religious causes is simply an added bonus.

But while many of our activities neither evidence deep spiritual
vitality nor produce it, they may prevent it. The energy and time they
absorb may keep Christians from entering into the mainstream of spiritual
life. No matter how legitimate a secondary activity is, it takes time, money,
and energy to run it, and often at the expense of more important needs.
Peripheral activities have a way of elbowing themselves into the center,
no matter how fervently we intend to keep them peripheral Then the
central things are pushed out to the edge. Many a Nazarene has given
up the prayer meeting because of choir practice, and simply can’t
squeeze in absentee calling because of the sports program.

As long as the church engages in an activity we tend to call it "the
Lord’s work.” This is a glib assumption which needs to be examined.
The church may gradually become involved in a lot of activities which
the Lord has nothing to do with. Nothing should be labeled "the Lord’s
work” which is the enemy of the best, and which by its diverting and pre-
occupying excitement results in neglected Bibles and deserted prayer
closets. Nothing is "the Lord s work which deludes people into supposing
that a ceaseless whirl of activity is evidence of being a “good Christian.
The fingers may be worked to the bone, yet the soul be starved.

Are we doing the important things? Does our program lead our
people into the deep things of God and out into the world to witness?
Or does it merely occupy their time?

Are we aiming primarily at a culture which is church-centered, or at
a character which is Christ-centered? A fair degree of wholesomeness
in family and community life, with the church as the hub, can be achieved
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by all kinds of churches, liberal and conservative, Catholic, Protestant,
Unitarian, or Mormon. Doctrine is not significant if such is our goal.
In fact, the lodge may be substituted for the church, and in some com-
munities it has done quite well in achieving the same results.

Or are we aiming at saving sinners, leading believers into holiness,
training them to pray and serve and get ready for heaven?

Certainly the cultural and social values are not to be despised, but
they should be the by-products of the church, not its primary objectives.

To what aim then is our program geared? Which objective is our
program actually reaching? If spiritual ends are in view the social values
will result too; but the pursuit of the social values as ends in themselves,
or even too much attention to them as means, will not produce men
and women who are New Testament saints, full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost.

The “moral” is that we may sincerely intend the spiritual goals,
yet allow a program gradually to engulf us which defeats our intentions.
A “program” is a good servant, but a bad master. In keeping the sails
trimmed for the main voyage, a pastor must be both wise and strong.
This could be his most crucial test.

Frank Talk in This Issue About Evangelists

Attention is focused this month on evangelists and revivalism. Can-
did discussions are by a district superintendent, a successful pastor, and an
effective young evangelist. The articles should be helpful to pastors and
evangelists alike.

The Preacher and Politics
(Continued from page 1)

very much or very long, and no one knows this better than the preacher.
“Boosts” that are not based upon facts do not generally help a preacher.
He must climb on the reputation of work accomplished. Advertising
soon runs out if the firm is unable to deliver the goods.

But in order to be charitable with the “croakers” perhaps we should
conclude that, after all, they do not intend to criticize their brethren who
are doing the work successfully. Let us say that by politics they mean
“the science of government,” and that they mean to say that the brethren
in question have the ability and willingness to cooperate with them;
that the brethren of whom they speak have lifted themselves out of that
class which is willing always to receive, but never anxious to give, and that
they have come to the place where they are blessed and rewarded be-
cause they are doing what ought to be done, and are doing it willingly,
gladly, and with a free and happy heart. If this is what they mean, then
we pray for more politics in the church and for more preachers who are
not too big or too proud to give themselves to the task of building on
another’s foundation and then leaving their work in shape so that another
can build on farther after they are through; for the present and future
of our government depends upon our ability to find a great many just
such preachers.

September, 1971 3



A district superintendent speaks—

The Kind of Evangelist We Need

By Lyle E. Eckley*

he | suggest here are
T not particularly profound or new,
yet | believe they are vital. They have
been gleaned from questioning many
pastors and evangelists in recent months,
and to each of them | am indebted for
the ideas suggested.

nine points

1. We need God-called evangelists.

| refer to the scripture, Eph. 4:11-12:
“And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ. God s Word places the calling
of the evangelist on a par with that of
a pastor, teacher, or prophet.

It has been true of the Spirit-filled
Church over the years that the Holy
Spirit has led certain men and women
out to be evangelists. The call to be an
evangelist is not the result of some per-
sonal whim or fancy, or just a way to
help a misfit pastor hunt for a new pas-
torate. It is a call from God to a par-
ticular field of service.

If one is truly called into the full-
time field of evangelism, this will soon
form the center of his ministry. His
essential power is in his call to evan-
gelism, as one sincere evangelist told
me the other day of his call. It is, “Woe
is me— 1 would lose my soul if | were
not in the evangelistic field!”

This call will exercise an extraordinary
influence upon his life, and upon the
lives of his loved ones. His life is a life
of separation from home and family at
times; only his call will bolster his will

"Superintendent, West Texas District.

to perform his duty at this task. Such a
call is real and powerful, born of the
Spirit of God.

A W. Tozer, in his
the book Why Revivals Tarry, by Leon-
ard Ravenhill, expresses the divine call
of men to meet the need of the Church
in these words:

Great industrial concerns have in their
employ men who are needed only when there
is a breakdown somewhere. When some-
thing goes wrong with the machinery, these
men spring into action to locate and remove
the trouble and get the machinery running
again. In the Kingdom of God, things are not
too different. God has always had His special-
ists whose chief concern has been the moral
breakdown, the decline in the spiritual
health of the nation or of the church. Such
men were Elijah, Jeremiah, Malachi, who
appeared at critical moments in history to
reprove, rebuke, and exhort in the name of
God and righteousness.

The called-of-God evangelist, in the
answering of his call, will never talk
about being a professional in his field

and perform in the manner of an un-

concerned, detached, and for-a-good-
price hired performer.
2. We need evangelists who are

committed to prayer and study. There is
no doubt that there never was a day
when we needed more effectualness in
prayer. Men who fast and pray until
their hearts are aflame with the fire
from off the altar and anointed with
fresh unction from heaven! No 10-
minute prayer time is going to meet
the prayer demands of the evangelist
we need.

Could it be that one reason for the
lack of results in winning souls in some
revivals is the fact that the evangelist

The Nazarene Preacher
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had no real prayer grip on
things? E. Stanley Jones said:
there is no effective prayer
heart of religion has ceased to heat,
and religion becomes a dead body of
forms and customs and dogmas.” An-
other has said: “Two prerequisites to
successful evangelistic effort are vision
of the lost and a passion to get them
saved, both of which are born in and
maintained by prayer.”

The disciples saw what prayer did for
Jesus. “And it came to pass, that, as he
was praying in a certain place, when he
ceased, one of his disciples said unto
him. Lord, teach us to prav” (Luke 11:1).
Not how to pray, but to pray.

Besides his prayer life, we recognize
that it takes constant study and prepa-
ration to keep the evangelist’s messages
fresh and new and suited to the needs
of each church. Therefore he must be
a student.

spiritual
“Where
life, the

3. We need the evangelists who are

loyal to the doctrines and standards of
the Church of the Nazarene. They must
tell all men that the gospel they preach
is for all sin. They must urge every sin-
ner to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as
his Saviour and urge every believer to
face the question put to the Ephesians
by the Apostle Paul: “Have ye received
the Holy Ghost since ye believed?”
(Acts 19:2)

The evangelist must remember that
he is uniquely called to be a preacher
of holiness. He must explain holiness
as well as proclaim it and press the
needy to seek the experience with a
clear-cut invitation, so the seekers
know what they are seeking for.

The scripture says, “When he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
If we are to get conviction on sinners,
evangelists must be specific about
sin, worldliness, and lack in meeting
God’s pattern of a holy life.

We face a serious danger of too much
generalization in evangelistic preaching
until no one is convicted of anything.
Preaching is so vague there is no con-

September, 1971

viction on the hearers and no sense of
need in their hearts. God save us from
the preaching that hits nothing, stands
for nothing, pats everyone on the back,
and makes the sinner, the carnal, and
the worldly comfortable in our revivals.
Evangelists must avoid getting on the
bandwagon of liberals and preaching
what lukewarm, cold, formal, spiritually
dead people want.

4. We need evangelists who are
Bible preachers. Pastor after pastor has
said, “Our people want clear, thought-
ful, exposition of God’s Word—evi-
dences in the evangelist’s message that
he is a student of the Word.” Quotes
and illustrations from other books and
periodicals are at times helpful, but
what our people want is new insight into
the Word. Quote God s Word; preach
the Word.

5. We need evangelists who will
leave the matter of remuneration up to
the Lord and sincere, frank, understand-
ing pastors. Evangelists hurt the cause
of evangelism by giving much impor-
tance to how much they are going to get
paid. Constant remarks as to how poor
they are, what terrific expenses they
have, how big the offering was at First
Church in So-and-So, have no place.
“Say, Doc, how much are they going to
pay me?” asked on the third day of a
revival effort, is turning a lot of pastors
off in their enthusiasm for some evan-
gelists.

Yet evangelists must be given a fair
remuneration considering the size of
the church for which they are preaching,
or they will be forced to leave the field.
Every pastor and church board has the
responsibility to be fair about this mat-
ter, but | do not believe a lot of pressure
put on by the evangelist has ever helped,
but rather hindered. Generally, if an
evangelist will pray, preach, and show
love and compassion for souls, cultivate
a spirit of revival, and do his best to be
a real blessing to the church, the great
majority of our churches will go all out
to give him a good offering—all they
can and a little more—and slate him for
a meeting in the future to boot. As one
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good evangelist said the other day, “I
sometimes am underpaid, but God al-
ways seems to make up for it in the next
meeting without my making it an issue.”

6. We need evangelists who will
create a spirit of loyalty to our denom-
ination and the program of our church.
For the evangelist to go from church
to church making any kind of deroga-
tory remarks about our general church,
district organization, or the last local
church he held a meeting in, or to air
pet grievences he has endured, only
serves to discourage local pastors, and
causes laymen to lose their faith in our
cause.

7. We need evangelists who can
adjust to situations of entertainment
that prevail. I am reminded by pastors
of the disposition of some to want their
desires satisfied at all cost. There is a
danger of creating a distaste for evan-
gelists because of some odd habits they
develop. Not every church can afford
the best motel room in town. It may
be necessary to stay with the pastor.
Not always can the arrangement be
made for an evangelist to eat in a
restaurant of his choice with all the
money he needs handed to him. He may
not always be able to have his main
meal at four in the afternoon or after
church at night. Pastors have families,
their wives, and church boards to reckon
with. Odd habits must be coupled with
a lot of charity if they cannot be satisfied.

8. We need evangelists who are
optimistic in attitude. The Lord is still
on His throne, still answers prayer, is
still saving souls and sanctifying be-
lievers, is still ready to give revivals.

God is still with the Church of the
Nazarene, and the evangelists must
optimistically believe that this is our
day. It is a day of golden opportunity.
If every Church of the Nazarene, lo-
cated as we are now in the United
States, could have a mighty Holy Ghost
revival, we could bring a revival to our
whole nation. What a challenge! What
an opportunity! He is able!
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9. We need evangelists
be available for personal soul winning.
They must not only be prepared for
the services in the church, but be ready
to call during the day to talk to souls.
This means more than just helping the

pastor do his routine calling, or just
socializing.
Personal soul winning out in the

homes is becoming a vital part of the
revivals. Our evangelists must be will-
ing and ready to spend a share of each
day in this work if we are going to reach
new people for Christ.

In conclusion | would say: The Chris-
tian Church was born in a Holy Ghost
revival on the Day of Pentecost. It
continued to develop, grow, and reach
out and march forward with a conquer-
ing tread as long as its revival fires were
burning brightly and its love for Christ
and passion for souls knew no bounds.

Every orthodox denomination has
come into existence in the heat and
glow of holy evangelism. God has so
ordained from the beginning of the
Christian Church that His kingdom
should be propagated and carried on to
a glorious triumph through the preach-
ing of His gospel.

The church that fails to have revivals
will soon be a nonentity. The very life
of our church as a movement as well as
individual churches depends on holy
evangelism. Crowd out this spirit and
our church will cease to grow and be a
forceful factor for righteousness and
holiness in the world.

I quote from an editorial
Nazarene Preacher, May, 1969:

No matter how good a piano is, or how
constantly it is played by the expert, it still
needs periodic tuning.

There are beievers who will never be sanc-
tified in a church which knows nothing but
quiet humming of the usual order. There
are unsaved whose conviction will never rise
to that explosive point of decisive repentance
unless they get caught in a rising church
tide somewhere. Tepid spiritual temperature
will not stir them. “Business as usual” will
not jolt them out of their lethargy.

This is why there can be no substitute for
an intensive eight- or 10-day campaign, so
conducted that its impact is inescapable. No

in the
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one can completely hide from it, and this is

why the weekend meeting (no matter how

helpful as an occasional filler), and why the

Sunday-only scheme, will usually not do the

trick. These easier, less costly substitutes lack

the sustained cumulative thrust which is
built up night by night and day by day.

The too frequently voiced remark
by some leading pastors that they will
never have another evangelist or a re-
vival meeting night to night for any
length of time is a dangerous influence
on hundreds of pastors in small churches.
This attitude will spell the end of evan-
gelism as a powerful thrust of the church

From a pastor’s viewpoint—

and put our God-called men out of the
field of evangelism.

We do not need to discourage our
people from holding revivals, but we
ought to encourage every church to
have two well-planned revivals each
year. We need the evangelists; we
need the revivals. Dr. George Coulter
writing in the Herald of Holiness said:
“The Church of the Nazarene faces a
fresh opportunity. The time is ripe for
bold advances that will require faith,
courage, spiritual perception, and total
commitment to God’s will.”

Evangelists and Special Meetings

By Don

years as a pastor 1

have scheduled two or three re-
vivals a year. In all my association with
evangelists it has been a very profitable
and enjoyable relationship. | now pastor
a congregation which has in its mem-
bership six full-time evangelists and one
song evangelist. | deeply appreciate the
life and ministry of these dedicated
veterans of the gospel.

The noun “evangelist occurs only
three times in the New Testament.
Once it is used in connection with Philip,
the deacon. Again we find it in the
account of Timothy, a settled pastor,
whom Paul urged to do the work of an
evangelist. The only other time the
word is used is in Eph. 4:11, where
Paul lists the various callings: “Some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and

or the past 22

°Pastor, College Church, Olivet Nazarene College,
Kankakee, 111
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Irwin*

some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers.” Here Paul refers to these
callings as gifts to the Church.

The verb “to evangelize,” however,
is used over 50 times in the New Testa-
ment. Jesus evangelized, Paul evan-
gelized, ordinary disciples evangelized.
This is the work in which we are all
engaged—evangelism. To evangelize
is the work of the entire congregation.

While all Christians are called to
evangelize, some are especially called
and equipped to be evangelists. The
method of mass evangelism is the spe-
cial work of an evangelist. The evan-
gelistic meeting is dependent upon the
evangelist. These are inseparable; the
evangelist and the mass meeting stand
or fall together.

The pastor and the evangelist are
not in competition with each other, but
are to complement and assist each other,

7



As Paul stated, "I have .planted, Apollos
watered; but God gave the increase.”

When the church, whether local or
denominational, has no place for the
evangelist, it denies itself the scriptural,
spiritual blessing God desires to bestow.
Neither the pastor, the evangelist, nor
the teacher can say to each other,
“l have no need of you.” It would be
like the army, the navy, and the air
force saying to each other, "I have no
need of you.” With a lost world at stake
we need a coordinated, fruitful employ-

ment of all men and all methods in
the harvest of people.
Let us be reminded of the effect

mass evangelism has had upon the
churches of America during the past
two and one-half centuries. Our own
church owes a great debt to this method
and these men. The pathetic cry, ‘* Mass
evangelism is dead,” is not inspired by
faith or supported by scripture. Years
ago the old-line denominations declared
the days of mass evangelism were over.

Then God raised up the Church
of the Nazarene and multiplied its
number largely through revivals and

evangelism. Church-sponsored coffee-
houses and preaching missions at drag
strips, ski resorts, and rock-music festi-
vals cannot, and will not, replace the
united witness of God’s people in re-
vival services.

Paul stated that the evangelist is a
gift from Christ to the Church to equip
the saints for service. In our more than
60 years of existence no other program,
plan, or method has been able to stir
the Chrisians to their evangelistic re-
sponsibility like the man with the
evangelistic gift.

The church has a responsibility to the
evangelist. We must recognize those
whom God calls and assist them by
every means possible. The local church
and district where the evangelist holds
his membership should assume responsi-
bility for fringe benefits enjoyed by
the pastors. The general church can
render a great service to the men ser-
ving as full-time evangelists by structur-
ing a week of seminars and workshops

8

to be conducted during the summer
season either at headquarters or one
of our campuses.

In the minds of many, mass evan-
gelism has never been the same since
World War Il. Each decade the change
has been more noticeable. In that
prewar period the field for evangelism
was the community. Gradually the field
has narrowed until, in most instances,
it includes only our Sunday school and
our inactive church members. We can-
not cover in depth the numerous changes
that have direct bearing and effect on
our church work, but one that we have
witnessed in recent years is the shifting
from a white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant
culture to a blended, secular, ecu-
menical one.

Within the half of our population who
are under 25 years of age, prevailing
beliefs and values are non-Christian.
The percentage continues to grow each
year. Let’s face it, the youth of today
do not accept the moral code of the
seventh commandment, nor most of the
other nine. Studies conclusively reveal
that the generation gap is wider at the
point of religion than anywhere else.
We are fast becoming a pagan, heathen
culture—in many respects similar to
the times of the New Testament. How-
ever, we must not despair, but rather

take hope in the fact that God has
raised up evangelists for times such
as these. Grieving and lamenting that

the “good old days” are gone and blam-
ing or shaming the Christians for these
conditions only add to the problem.
Our missionary evangelists have always
faced unfavorable conditions far beyond
what any of us can expect to encounter.
And, in many fields, the rate of growth
exceeds that of ours.

The evangelist for the seventies
cannot operate in the same manner as
he did in the fifties and sixties any
more than the pastor can hope to. “ Bus-
iness as usual” cannot meet the need of
the seventies.

Effective evangelistic preaching must
continually call attention to the values

The Nazarene Preacher



of the Christian life. It is the good life,
the abundant life. Love never fails. The
joy of the Lord is our strength. The
blessings of Christian stewardship, the
wholeness of holiness, the rewards of
righteousness here and hereafter are
just a few of the Christian values with
which the world and sin have nothing
to compare. Although the New Testa-
ment evangelists spoke out against
adultery, fornication, homosexuality,
sorcery, demon possession, and other
sins of their age, the message did not
stop there. Instead, they offered the
hope of salvation to every man through
the redemtive work of Christ.

The evangelist is to equip the saints
to evangelize others. As he evangelizes,
he communicates something of his own
passion and know-how to the congre-
gation. Mass evangelism will succeed
only to the extent that we mobilize

From an evangelist’'s viewpoint—

and utilize the resources of our laymen.
Evangelism means involving the peo-
ple in some plan of personal witnessing
and sharing. Evangelists should have a
plan for personal witnessing: the Four
Spiritual Laws, the Five Laws, the
Roman Road, the Whipple Plan, or
another of their own choosing. Time
forbids further discussion of the cred-
ibility, motives, and methods of the
evangelist.

| appreciate the great contribution of
our gifted evangelists. In the final
analysis, each of us must fuction as an
individual. We must do what we ear-
nestly believe God has called us to do.
Yet we are all members of the body of
Christ. Our task is to press the claims
of the gospel of Jesus Christ upon every
living person. May God grant us the
wisdom and knowledge to do it ef-
fectively.

Integrity in Our Task

By Charles Shaver*

Il our persuading of men, then, is
A with the solemn fear of God in our
minds. . . . The very spring of our ac-
tions is the love of Christ. As far
as we are concerned we do not wish
to stand in anyone’s way, nor do we wish
to bring discredit on the ministry God
has given us. . . . Our sole defense, our

weapon, is a life of integrity . .. we are
always going through it yet never
going under ” (Il Cor. 5:11, 14; 6:
3-9, Phillips).

'Dr. Lawlor,” | asked, “do you have

any advice for me as a minister about

"Evangelist; professor of evangelism, Nazarene

Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.

September, 1971

to enter full-time evangelism?” Almost
immediately he responded, “Don’t
talk about money.” Back in 1967, when
he was trying to guide me, was not Dr.
Lawlor expressing concern about the
integrity of many evangelists? St. Paul
said, “Our sole defense, our only weap-
on, is a life of integrity . . . we are . . .
always going through it yet never
going under.’

Integrity in our task will lead us into
a threefold ministry—to the pastor,
to the saints, and to the sinners. |
remember an evangelist who, holding
a revival in the church | pastored, not
only ministered to the congregation

9



nightly, but to my own soul daily. |
shall never forget him.

The evangelist will need to urge men
to decision for Christ in the services
and likewise in their homes, beyond
whose walls some sinners will rarely
venture for spiritual help. Besides this,
we need a ministry to present to Chris-
tians that will so equip them that they
will continue evangelism after we are
gone.

The excitement of a ministry that
involves both winning sinners ourselves
and training others to win the lost is
illustrated in Dawson Trotman’s book.
Born to Reproduce. He tells of invest-
ing his time in a born-again sailor,
showing him how to reproduce spiritual-
ly after his kind. This sailor finally
found another man on his ship who
would go all out for Christ. The sailor
trained the new Christian, and they
both began to spiritually reproduce. On
that ship 125 men found Christ before
it was sunk at Pearl Harbor. The work
spread from ship to ship, so that by
Pearl Harbor a testimony was being
given on 50 ships of the U.S. fleet. If
each man won to Christ would win
another man and train him to win an-
other, and this was repeated every six
months without a break in the chain,
at the end of 15M years there would be
2,176,000,000 Christians.'

Webster defines “integrity” as the
“quality of being complete,” as “pur-
ity,” as “moral soundness.” Does not
the integrity of our task as evangelists
require a complete ministry of preach-
ing for decision in the services, personal
evangelism in homes, and training
others to win souls to Christ? It is dis-
honest to preach witnessing and not do
it. It is unfair to consider God’s soul-
winning requirements for our lives
that which is accomplished only from a
pulpit, when the layman we urge to
win souls has no pulpit. And the pew
is catching on. A discerning Nazarene
layman said of preachers, “You can
tell if they’re soul winners or not.”

‘Dawson Trotman, Bom to Reproduce (Lincoln,
Neb: Back to the Bible, 1967), pp. 34-36.
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I went to see my neighbor who was
ill in the hospital. It was the Christ-
mas season, so you know why | wasn’t
out in a meeting. | thought maybe I
could witness a little this time to my
neighbor and next time 1 could press
him for a decision for Christ. When |
cautiously told him that Christ had
given me real happiness after | d given
Him my heart, my neighbor instantly
asked, “ How does a fella’ do that?”
Before that visit was over, we prayed,
he repented, he wept, he invited Jesus
into his heart. It wasn t a planned ser-

vice; | wasn’t paid for it; there was no
pulpit to lean on. But | was an evan-
gelist!

The integrity of our task demands it
I must preach; | must witness and win;
I must train others. We all must have
this total involvement in a biblical con-
cept of “the evangelist.

Why are we evangelists? C. E. Autrey
says that motivation “is far more basic
in evangelism than in any other single
thing.”2 To preach the truth for the
wrong reasons can be disastrous, for
our spirit will get across to the people
before our words do. Of motivation,
Paul said, “The very spring of our ac-
tions is the love of Christ.

The love of Christ will mean identi-
fication, intensification, intercession,
and invasion for the evangelist. | must

identify with those to whom | preach
That was the pattern of Jesus, of whom
it was said, “The Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). In-
tensification means that | build around
the goal of serving God and saving
souls. Some legitimate things must go.
With the Martyred Jim Elliot | pray,
“Deliver me from the dread asbestos
of ‘other things’ ... Make me Thy fuel.
Flame of God ”! Intercession—said
Bishop Hall: “We are weak in the pul-
pit because we are weak in the closet.”4

«The Theology of Evangelism (Nashville: Broadman
Press, 1966), p. &5.

‘Elizabeth Elliot, Through Gates of Splendor (New
York: Harper and Brothers, 1957), p. 18.
Words to Winners of
1966),

‘Quoted in Horatius Bonar,
Souls (Oradell, N.J. American Tract Society,
p. 14.
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Invasion—the "go” of the gospel means
go to people, not just go to another city.

Can we expect revival in the Church
of the Nazarene and a new thrust of
evangelism by its laymen apart from a
revival of integrity among its ministers?

Integrity, our defense, is promised
by Paul when he says, “Our sole de-
fense, our only weapon, is a life of
integrity. Solomon said, “The inte-
grity of the upright shall guide them
(Prov. 11:3, RSV). Without integrity,
defeat; with integrity, defense.

If a preacher of the gospel believes
he must fight for his rights, then God
may just let him do it. Rut if | have sur-
rendered my rights in order to be a
servant of all, then the God who called
me to be an evangelist will have to fight
for me. | really believe John 12:25:
“He that loveth his life shall lose it;
and he that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal.”

When Dr. Lawlor advised me about
money in 1967, he further encouraged,
"I believe God is a great Leveler. You
will be underpaid in some meetings, but
in others overpaid. | made up my mind
about three items in regard to money:
(1)1 would be thankful for every offer-
ing given me, no matter how small
(by the power of the will this is possible).
(2) | would never set a minimum. (3)
I would not weigh meetings against each
other on the basis of the church’s ability
to pay.

Prior to one Christmas, my wife and
1 wexe discussing our tight financial
situation. We decided to spend just
$1.00 on each other for Christmas.
Soon after that | had to travel a long
distance to a meeting. Expenses (travel,
parsonage, social security, office ex-
pense) were very high—$179. | threw

myself into the meeting—we had real
revival. The pastor handed me a check

for $150. | told him, “That’s fine,” and
meant it. “Our sole defense ... a life
of integrity . . . always going through

it yet never ‘going under. ” Then a
lady of the church told me to look in my
car, and at the same time handed me a
slip of paper. In the car was a sack of
groceries, a box of vegetables, a box
wrapped for Christmas that said, “To
Nancy from Chic,” and another labeled,
“To Chic from Nancy.” (Later we dis-
covered Nancy’s gift to be two $25.00
dresses; mine, a Nave’s Topical Bible.)
I unfolded the slip of paper—it was a
personal check for $100.

But one more thing. At the Congress
on Evangelism in Minneapolis, a meet-
ing was called one evening for evan-
gelists only. Lane Adams, associate
evangelist of the Billy Graham team,

led the group. It was informal. We
shared with one another about our
work. It was agreed that our worst
problem was loneliness. Then Lane
Adams told of his beginning in the
work. He wouldn’t have chosen it for
himself, but God said, *“Evangelize.”

Lane was nervous, uncertain. Preaching
his first crusade, he extended the in-
vitation and nobody came. He was em-
barrassed standing at the front all alone.
No seekers! He put his head down. He
prayed. And the Lord spoke to him,
“Lane, am | enough for you?” The Lord
said it again. And Lane said, “Yes,
Lord, You’re enough, even if | stand
here all alone.” Then the boards began

to creak—the people began to come
forward. “The spring of our actions
. . the love of Christ. . . . Our sole de-
fense ... a life of integrity . . . going
through it yet never going under. ”

A revival is no more a miracle than a crop of wheat. In any com-
munity revival can be secured from heaven when heroic souls enter the

conflict determined to win or die—or

Charles C. Finney.

September, 1971

if need be to win and die!
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He practiced his preachment
on himself first

Reshaping the Ministry

By Alexander Wachtel*

OuU will accuse me Of being facetious,

but | am in great earnest over this
matter. This need to reshape the ministry
only struck me when | traveled over the
U.S.A. during 1969-70. | saw so many friends
far overweight. Friends in their late forties
and early fifties who are suffering from
indigestion, tiredness, and diabetes. A lot of
this comes from overweight.

Why is it that we who believe in complete
consecration of soul neglect the body? Why
must it be that the crowning years of our
ministry be endangered hv overweight?
Frequently | read of someone passing away
early in life, and ! knew that he had been
overweight for a long time.

| hear the same excuses that | gave: |
do not overeat. Why should | be so heavy
when | eat a normal diet? It must be that |
am supposed to be fat. There is something
physically wrong with me that makes me
fat.

| felt these ways myself until | couldn’t
easily tie my shoelaces. | couldn't bend down
any length of time to work in the garden.
Then the doctor said that | needed surgery.
For if | "only ate a normal lare, then there
must be something physically wrong which
made my waist so large. But the doctor was
careful and had me X-rayed and fluoro-
scoped. The verdict was that | had no tumor.
Just normal—but overweight. | was so re-
lieved. How did | get 40 pounds overweight?
Simple! Just like most of you. 1 only ate a
slice of bread extra a day or something
seemingly so trivial. It is astonishing how
just that little extra a day over a span of
years can build up such a layer of fat. |
suffered so badly with gastritis that | had to
lie down in order that the pain would not
strangle my heart.

“Nazarene missionary, Jerusalem.
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1 decided to reduce—and | did most of it
on a deputation schedule. It isn't so dif-
ficult. All one must do is to reduce his cal-
ories below the minimum required for
maintenance, and the fat will disappear.
So | began to eat only 1,500 calories daily.

Then a pastor’s wife told me about a
special exercise program." | bought the
book. | learned that the exercises take a
person where he is and through daily work-
outs it builds him to greater strength and
achievement. Only 11 minutes daily in his
own home and no special equipment needed!

When | told friends about this program
some scoffed and said that they get their
exercises at special times by strenuous sports.
| replied that if they would exercise daily
and keep in shape they would take the
danger out of their strenuous sports and
really turn them into times of enjoyment

In March. 1970, | began this program of
diet and exercise. | was then 173 pounds,
and 40 inches around the waist. By De-
cember. | had come down to 137 pounds and
31 inches. My goal is 134 and 30 inches.

When 1 married, | bought an expensive,
blue, double-breasted suit. Since | only
used it for special occasions, it has lasted for
20 years. Of course it had to be turned into
a single-breasted suit and the trousers had
to be let out all the way. Now it has been
returned to a double-breasted suit, and the
pants taken back in as they were. Best of
all, |1 have a renewed spirit for the future.
I am not ill and 1 have the physical strength
I need for the hard tasks. It is like being
reconditioned.

If you are overweight, you might well be
shortening your ministry—or at least weak-
ening it

°Royal Canadian Air Force, 5 BX plan, 35c per copy.
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We are bought with a price. Our bodies
are His as well. God needs our richest years
and they are from 45 to 65. We can rid our-
selves of extra weight through diet and

The new tack of
Pentecostalism

exercise. And the greatest lift will be to
our spirits.
Overweight minister, you think that this

article is trivial. You were never so wrong!

Is There a “Prayer Language”?

By W. T. Purkiser*

new note has been introduced recently
A into the discussion of unknown tongues
as it is practiced in "charismatic” or neo-
Pentecostal circles. It is the definition of
glossolalia as ‘ prayer language.

From the start, there have been observ-
able differences between the teachings and
practice of the neo-Pentecostals and the
earlier  Pentecostalism. ‘Pentecostalism
is generally used to describe the denomina-
tional groups whose modern genesis was the
Parham revival in Topeka, Kans., in 1901
and the Azusa Street movement in Los
Angeles in 1907.

For one thing, the characteristic theologi-
cal innovation of the older Pentecostalism
was the clearly stated doctrine that speaking
in tongues is the essential, initial, physical
evidence of the baptism with the Holy Spirit.
This idea, which never existed in the Church
before the twentieth century, is either ab-
sent from or muted in neo-Pentecostal cir-
cles.

Neo-Pentecostalism, further, is not de-
nominational. It has flourished chiefly in
some of the more formal or ritualistic

churches—enthusiastically encouraged, for
the most part, by the Pentecostal denomina-
tions.

Older Pentecostalism was often marked
by the use of unknown tongues in public
church services. Neo-Pentecostalism almost

“Editor, Herald of Holiness, Kansas City.

September, 1971

exclusively uses unknown tongues in small
charismatic circles or in private devotions.

It is this last aspect of the charismatic
movement that gives occasion for the ques-
tion of the title. Unknown tongues is increas-
ingly referred to as a "prayer language in
which, presumably, the spirit of the worship-
er prays in a language he does not under-
stand but which in some way conveys his
thoughts and desires to the Lord.

A letter recently received illustrates this
idea. The correspondent describes her
earlier sense of inadequacy in helping other
people, and frustration in seeking entire
sanctification. She continues:

"Then through a series of events | was
taken to hear Dennis Bennett |the Episcopal
priest who has been one of the leaders in
neo-Pentecostalism on the west coast] speak
on the baptism of the Holy Spirit in a beau-
tiful, serene Anglican church. He spoke
simply, but emphatically on Cornelius con-
version, and his infilling (Acts 10)—then
asked all who had prayer requests to write
them on a piece of paper, and wait our turn
for prayer.

"l had two requests—one for a friend in
our church, the other that | receive the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. By this time | was
prepared for whatever way the "Giver
would reveal himself to me, and anxious that
I know of a certainty that the work was done.

“It was quiet, blessed, and words cannot
adequately express the way the Holy Spirit
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poured out— filled— overflowed, from within
my being. Tongues, the spiritual language
of my soul, is real, vital, and relevant. Never
have | felt taught of the spirit’ as | have
since this experience.

“Tongues is an active part of my daily
devotion, and even as | write | sense the
constant intercession of being in contact
with my Maker.

"God is not the Author of confusion, so |
do not share what | am sharing here unless |
feel directly led to do so, and then His Holy
Spirit protects or guides accordingly.”

The balance of the letter and its entire
tone gives every evidence of sincerity and a
genuine love for the Lord and the things of
God.

There is, of course, even here a sense of
the fact that in some way tongue-speaking is
an "evidence” that enables the lady to
"know of a certainty that the work was
done. While neo-Pentecostals do not artic-
ulate it, the almost inevitable implication of
what they say about their speaking in
tongues is that what happened with them
will also happen to any who ‘ really get the
blessing.

Before going to the theme of these re-
flections, let me put beside the letter above
another letter, received by Youth Executive
Paul Skiles from a girl who was sanctified at
International Institute at Estes Park in July,
1970. It reads in part:

"I couldn t begin to tell you what God has
done for me. | have come back a completely
changed person. My attitude, thinking, and
all have been changed.

“My family and friends have all noticed.
Before, | was so torn; now 1lam at peace. I'm
really happy and thrilled with God. | knew
Him before, but never like this.

“I'm excited about serving Him. | witness
now and | love it. The more | witness, the
more | want to. Mainly because now | really
have something to witness about

"I have my own devotions now, and it
really works. No matter what I’'m doing, |
just know He’s right there beside me. | used
to let others around me defeat me, but now
my eyes are really on Jesus.

Allowing for minor differences by reason
of an age differential, the testimonies are
remarkably similar. The conspicuous differ-
ence is that in the latter there has been no
unknown tongues.

Viewing both cases together, one is also
impressed with another distinction. It is the
presence, in the first case, of Father Bennett,
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one of the most persuasive exponents of the
neo-Pentecostal experience.

This is a factor upon which Missionarv-
Evangelist E. Stanley Jones commented on
the basis of his long and worldwide experi-
ence: “Millions have been filled with the
Spirit and never speak in tongues. And more-
over, this must be said: only where it is
taught that tongues accompanies the coming
of the Holy Spirit does this phenomenon
occur

“1 have been in revivals where a whole
college was converted, every single student,
and people coming in from the surrounding
countryside would be stricken by the power
of the Holy Spirit before they entered the
auditorium, stricken as they entered the cam-
pus, and converted. And yet no one spoke in
tongues.

“Why? It wasn’t taught. It was taught
that the signs that accompanied the coming
of the Holy Spirit were "love, joy, peace, etc.,
resulting in a changed character

"In these modern manifestations of speak-
ing in tongues it is not only taught—it is
often induced. A group will gather around
the seeker and lay their hands on his head
and the seeker is sometimes urged to use
some foreign words he may know to start the
flow” (The Holy Spirit and the Gift of
Tongues, Pamphlet No. 4 of the Disciplined
Order of Christ, P.O. Box 803, Shaker
Heights, Ohio 44122).

In asking “Is There a 'Prayer l.anguage ?”
the question is not whether some do actually
litter sounds in the attitude and intention of
prayer. It is whether such a language is an
authentic “gift of the Spirit” (charisma) in
the sense in which this term is used in | Cor.
12:4,9,28,30-31.

A closely related parallel question s
whether the pneumatikos of | Cor. 14:1 and
37 is the same as the charismata of I Cor. 12.

An identical translation in the KJV hides
what may be a very important distinction.

The following points are pertinent to these
questions:

1. The Bible generally assumes
while prayer may be wordless—whether in
the mood of communion or intercession—it
is always communication from person to
Person

On the contrary, it is commonly said that,
while the charismatic s consciousness is lost
in loving adoration of God, his lips and
tongue are occupied with utterances which
are without meaning to him.

The "groanings which cannot be uttered”

The Nazarene Preacher
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of Rom. 8:26 have sometimes been identified
as ‘prayer language” of the Spirit, but since
by definition such prayers ‘‘cannot be
uttered, they are obviously not the same.

In fact, both Jesus and the Apostle Paul
made it quite clear that the Holy Spirit’s
ministry is one of clarification and enlighten-
ment in the mind of the believer. He is “the
Spirit of truth” (John 14:17), whose mission
is to “testify of” Christ (15:26) and to
“guide” Christians “into all truth,” not
speaking of himself but showing us things
to come and the things of Christ (16:13-15).

Paul, also, speaks of the spirit as reveal-
ing the things of God to the believer, com-
municating truth about the deep things of
God (| Cor. 2:9-16). This does not deny the
emotional values in the various kinds of
“release” the Spirit may provide, but it does
indicate the high value the Scripture places
on the office of the Holy Spirit as Teacher.
With all the limitations of verbal communi-
cation, the fact remains that we still appro-
priate and share the insights we gain by the
use of intelligible words.

2. The major biblical passage cited
support of the divine origin of “prayer
language” is | Cor. 14:14—*“For if 1 pray in
an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but
my understanding is unfruitful.

It has often been pointed out that there is
no adjective in the original Greek corre-
sponding to “unknown” in the English, as
is indicated by the use of italics in printing
“unknown” in most editions of the KJV. The

word used throughout is glossa, which in
such a context simply means “language.”
Without realizing what is happening,

many readers of | Corinthians 14 quite un-
consciously pass from the meaning of the

context—“language unknown to some, or
all, or the company present”—to the idea
of—*“language unknown to anyone at all

unless gifted with the parallel gift of inter-
pretation.

The context of | Cor. 14:14 makes Paul s
meaning clear. He is not saying, “If | pray
in another language, my spirit prays, but my
mind does not understand. He is saying,
“If | pray in another language, others may
sense my spirit, but what | am saying is not

fruitful for them since they cannot also
understand.
Because of this, the apostle adds, “ 1 will

pray with the spirit, and | will pray with the
understanding also.” It is the edification of

(Continued on page 45)
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Practical
Points

that make
a difference

“She Is a Lovely
Pastor’s Wife”

Dear Son:

She makes the difference! Our pastor’s
wife does not play the piano, administer
the affairs of the church, nor instruct de-
partmental heads. In fact, she is not very
talented in the usual image of a pastor’s
wife. She is a lovely person—and that
makes the difference!

She is well-groomed on Sunday, though
she has three little ones hanging on her
skirts. She keeps a neat and clean home
with good taste—though her furniture is
simple and modest. She loves her family
and supports her husband as though he
was the greatest man in the would—and to
her, he is!l She listens to the sermons as
though they were the best. She reserves her
criticisms until the heat of the day is over.
Then she shares them constructively with
love.

You see, she does not play the piano, but
she is a lovely pastor’s wife. We will take
care of the instruments—but, Heavenly
Father, give us a pastor’s wife who loves
God, her husband and family, and is willing
to see her success through the success of
her pastor husband.

You know, Son, your people will put up
with a lot of your idiosyncrasies because
Mary is an adequate homemaker! Forgive
me for meddling!

Love

15
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The Preacher’s Prime Needs
By David Paul Byram

We need a bigger view of the Church. It is the only institution
Christ founded. It is not primarily a money-raising institution, or
a cultural center, or a museum, or a library. Rather, it is the only
institution charged by Christ himself with the responsibility of
teaching and preaching the Word of God. It is the only institution
concerned about man’s soul and eternal destiny. The Church is in
the business of changing lives, redirecting energies, recovering
what is noble in man.

We need a bigger view of our own lives and ministry. First,
we need to ask ourselves whether we are being what God would
have us be. The basic question concerns, not what we are doing,
but our attitudes and our status before the Lord. Perhaps the start-
ing place is a renewal of dedication— not to our own breathless
little program, but to the Lord Christ himself.

Above all, we are called to live lives of holiness. Sometimes
we cringe from that word, but this is still our first requisite for
being used by God. We are never criticized for being too holy,
only for not being holy enough. People expect us to be what we
are inviting them to become. Self-imposed holiness is not the way
to Christ, but Christ is the Way to true holiness. We may be the
“good organizer,” or the “good mixer,” or some other kind of good
fellow; but if our lives are not primarily characterized by holi-
ness, we must ask ourselves what place Christ really has in them.

We are called to be saints. A saint is not simply someone who
has been elevated to religious prominence; he is first of all a
person in whom Christ lives. The early Christians were called
saints, holy ones; and we today, if we are the New Testament
kind of Christians, are obligated to be saints also. We are called
to live the spiritual life, which has been described as adoration of
God, adherence to God, and cooperation with God.

The world is crying out today with a need as deep as the in-
most part of the human soul. Some clearly feel their need; others
feel only a dissatisfaction and an uneasiness they cannot explain.
What they need is not more planning, promoting, or pushing,
but a real demonstration of old-fashioned piety. The world needs
someone who can say with serene confidence, “This is the way;
walk ye in it.”

Taken from “Pastor-a-Go-Go,” Christianity Today, March 4, 1966. Used by permission.
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WORLD MISSIONS

I SUCCESSFUL MISSIONIRY CONFERENCE
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PREPARATION OF THE

PASTOR

A. Seek a world vision and burden
by studying the missionary
emphasis in the Bible and
reading missionary books.

B. Get acquainted with the De-
partment of World Missions.

C. Expect great things and plan
carefully.

PREPARATION OF THE
CHURCH AS A WHOLE
Preparation of the church as a
whole centers on group partici-
pation in various activities
A. Decorating the church
B. Setting up schedules of meals
for missionary personnel
Distribution of announcements
Community visitation and in-
vitation
E. Setting up special meetings
for children in the community,
using the missionaries to speak
to them
F. Prayer meetings for the con-
ference in homes

oo

G. Planning for ladies to care for

the nursery during all services
PROGRAMMING

A varied and challenging pro-
gram each year stimulates in-
terest and avoids a set pattern.

The program should also be
planned to involve every age-
group.
A. Children included in the pro-
gram
1. First 15 minutes of the
weekday evening services
can be for them.
2. Missionary outline from

the Bible developed a bit
each evening.

3. Something on their level
from the missionary—a
curio explanation, a cus-
tom, something about a
child on a mission field.

4. A continued missionary
story can be given a bit
each evening.

5. A children’s attendance
contest, with children re-
ceiving credit for anyone
they bring to the meeting.

B. Youth involvement in the pro-

gram

1 Audiovisual methods will
help. Maps, charts, out-
lines, projected on the
screen by the overhead
backview projector, cre-
ate interest.

2. Case histories from the

mission field given by the

missionaries challenge
young people.
3. Some unusual incident in

a missionary’s life and in-
sight into culture and cus-
toms appeal to this age.

4. Personal testimonies of
missionaries as to the

C

V.

Lord’s leading in their

lives are helpful.

. Number of speakers on the
program
1 Only on special occasions

should one speaker be used
for the evening meetings.

2. Two to four can be used
each session.

3. Changing personnel on the
platform creates anticipa-
tion and stimulates interest.

4. Most messages, except the
Sunday morning worship
service and perhaps the
final challenge message of
the conference, can be held
to 15 minutes. Short five-
minute features may be
given before the messages
or between messages.

Special features on the pro-

gram

1 Informative drama—a skit
that portrays cultural life,
Christian characters, and
the missionary at work.
Monologues and panto-
mimes can be used occa-
sionally.

2. Curio talks—three to five
minutes, explaining a curio
or drawing a lesson from it.

3. The missionary giving a
short account of a typical
day.

4. A couple of minutes of act-
ing out greetings or a par-
ticular custom.

SAMPLE EVENING
PROGRAM

The length of service: about an
hour and a half, with few pre-
liminaries, to give all time possi-
ble to the missionary thrust.

Opening song, prayer, verse or two

of song
Children’s Moments

(15 minutes)

Greetings from Other Lands

Message or Slides

(5 minutes)
(15 minutes)

Special Musical Mumber

(3 minutes)

Case History of a National on the

A Short Skit

Mission Field
OR
(10 minutes)

Message
V. PROMOTION

A

Talk about the conference as
there is opportunity. Announce
it in all the services. Sunday
school teachers talk about it to
their classes. Announce it in
church bulletins, local newspa-
pers, and spot announcements
on the radio. Print simple, at-
tractive flyers, using pictures
of the missionaries, for distri-
bution or mailing. Let the com-
munity know what is going on
in your church.

Poster contest for the children.
Poster board 22 x 28 inches

VI.

A

bought and sold to those who

desire to enter the contest.
They may cut out pictures of
people and countries from

magazines, use crayons, do
artwork, and print missionary
slogans or Bible verses. One
good prize may be offered each
age-group, and participants
must do their own work. Post-
ers will be on display during
the whole conference and
judged Saturday night.
Banner with conference theme
should be made to hang in
front of church auditorium. For
example, “SO SEND 1YOI
A world map should Ik* placed
in a prominent place before the
audience. If a globe can be ob-
tained, place it on a stand near
the front of the church.

PROGRAM:
Special Music: From the mis-
sionaries, youth, or anyone
qualified. The special number
can lie during the offering time
or at beginning of service.
Keep congregational singing
to a minimum. Your thrust is
presenting missionary  work.
Theme chorus: Choose a short,
suitable chorus that goes with
the theme of the conference
Print it on song sheets oi oil the
back of the program
Conference theme, slogan, or
verse: This and the theme
chorus should tie together.
Tapes: Portions of tapes giving
a song or testimony from a
mission field create interest.
Cultural sounds or anything
that portrays life in the coun-
try helps the audience under-
stand the field. Tapes from
known missionaries on the field
are good for conference time.
Films and slides: Available
through the Nazarene Pub-
lishing House, P.O. Box 527,
Kansas City, Mo. 64141.
Fellowship supper: Have it the
most suitable evening of the
conference. It helps people feel
acquainted with the mission-
aries and be free to ask them
questions.

Four P ingredients for a Successful
Missionary conference:

1

2.

3.
4.

Prayer
Preparation
Program
Participation

Set up a missionary committee for the
conference and get as much partici-
pation from as many as possible.

The contribution of the conference
to your church should first of all be

information,

and

of God

secondly inspiration,
then activity leading the people
to accomplish the task of

worldwide evangelism.

Nazarene Preac



CHURCH SCHOOLS

A TEAM EFFORT

SOULS ARE THE GOALS
September 26— October 31
(six weeks of winning)

A SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DRIVE
WITH
LAYMEN INVOLVED TO A MAXIMUM

September, 1971 19



STEWARDSHIP

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
PASTOR— a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secratary.

Name Date of Change
New Address

City State —Zip —
Name of Church District.
New Position: Pastor ( Other

Former Address

Former Church

All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be changed

from this one notification.

Check: “Herald of Holiness™ (
Other

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)

); “Other Sheep” (

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

PROLONG THE LIFE OF YOUR
PRESENT HYMNALS WITH A
VINYL “PRAISE & WORSHIP” COVER

Faced with the embarrassment of shabby-looking hymnals?

20

Dress up your present supply with attractive
vinyl covers! It's an inexpensive way to
prolong their service. Warm red color com-
plements the maroon binding; “Praise and
Worship" gold imprint on front is same style
as on hymnal. Fits snug to give maximum
support to book itself.

Take a count NOW and order enough
to give this “new look” to each of

your hymnals. The whole congrega-
tion will be pleased!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141

W ashington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104

IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

Nazarene Preacher

); “Nazarene Preacher” (



~ TRAINING
iS a necessity...

IT BUILDS STRONG CHURCHES
BY BUILDING STRONG LAYMEN!!!

An effective way to train your laymen is through the
— Home Study Plan—

Home Study makes the Christian Service Train-
ing program available to your laymen right in their
own living rooms, or at their kitchen tables.

When your laymen cannot attend classes under
a teacher’s supervision, Home Study is the answer.
Home Study gives access to “Training Unlimited.”
IT OFFERS:

1. .. . Opportunity for self-improvement
2. ... Advancement at their own speed
3. ... Courses in specialized areas— that are

not usually offered in class situations
4. . . . Credits equal to those earned in classes

BEGIN TRAINING YOUR LAYMEN
THROUGH HOME STUDY ! ! 1



NAZARENE

INFORMATION SERVICE

On the Printed Word

D eBATE will continue on the rela-
tive merits of the media as news chan-
nels but hardly anyone will deny the
primacy of the printed word.

Even when a person has caught the
news “on the wind,” invariably he de-
sires to see it in print to appreciate it
properly and to give it reflective
thought.

At Peak Circulation

It is a matter of record that newspa-
pers have grown in readership in the
last 20 years to a record 62 million circu-
lation.

The Sunday supplement sections also
are at an all-time peak with 58 million
circulation.

Newspaper leaders recognize tele-
vision as a “tough competitor’’ for the
advertising dollar but will present bet-
ter writing and more writing in depth
to highlight what newspapers do best.

Newspaper executives continue to
welcome constructive criticism, believ-
ing that it helps institutions grow. One
publisher stated: “We will endeavor to
place all social criticism in balanced,
experienced, mature perspective. Our
best tools remain those we have always
relied upon: accuracy, completeness,
and honesty.”

Television Newsman Writes
One of the more unusual media eval-
uations was made by Roger Mudd,
CBS-TV newsman, who wrote in part:
“It is now my belief, after about 17
years in the newspaper and television
business, that broadcasting in sound or
vision will not prove to have contributed
to the advancement of ideas or educa-
tion of man as much as the printed word.
“The inherent limitations of our
media make it a powerful means of
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communication, but also a crude one
which tends to strike at the emotions
rather than at the intellect.

“For television’s journalists, this
means a dangerous and increasing con-
centration on action which is usually
violent and bloody rather than thought;
on happenings rather than issues, on
shock rather than explanation, on per-
sonalizing rather than ideas.

“Qur broadcasts have not improved.
If anything, their quality has declined.”

As a National Opiate

“The tube has become a trip, a na-
tional opiate, a baby-sitter who changes
nothing, something to iron by, and to
shave to, and to doze over.

“1 have come to wonder whether in
the future a democracy which has un-
censored TV in every home will ever
be able to fight a war, however moral
or just.

“When people are horrified by the
same-day sights of bloodshed and muti-
lation—the hallmarks of all wars— they
are not easily convinced that a cause
may also be at stake.

“The consequence may well be that
television will breathe pacificism in a
democracy when the evidence of its
own military action can be tuned in
every night.”

A Maine publisher quickly agreed on
the impact of violence. He wrote: “The
media have sometimes become accom-
plices to violence because of their un-
swerving coverage of it. The way to get
attention today is through violence be-
cause of media coverage.”

O. JOE OLSON

Nazarene Preacher



HOME MISSIONS

IMPACT

FOR

OUTREACH

Now is the time to mobilize
for action in the 153 Target
Areas named by district
leaders during June 1—
October 31. Penetrate Im-
pact Target Areas by spon-
soring:

— A home Bible study
— An extension Sunday school class

— Prayer power

Report these home mission activities to your district
superintendent.

DEPARTMENT OF HOME MISSIONS
6401 The Paseo Kansas City, Mo. 64131

September, 1971 23



Church of the Nazarene

LICENSE PLATE
FRAMES

Designed to be used
with regular automobile markers

A silent yet continuous invitation
to "Attend— Church of the Nazarene™

Chrome-plated metal frame with raised, white enamel letter-
ing against a red background. Die-cut with 4 standard-
positioned mounting holes to fit all cars. Rounded edges. 6%
x 1214".

SI-126 S1-125
W ith blue background

Vieea. @ coesen sansnsananannnne sannannns

Each, $1.25

For cars in states where
only one license is required ...

Church of the Nazarene
LICENSE PLATES

Tastefully designed in red, white, and blue
CHURCHANAZARENE and embossed. Enamel application on 26-
gauge steel is baked in temperature- and
humidity-controlled oven. Die-cut and formed
edges with 4 punched slots for mounting.
Complete with bolts, washers, and nuts. 11%

. X 5
CHURCH ofiho NAZARENE

S1-99 "Attend Church Regularly"........ $1.00
S1-98 "In God We Trust".....ccovvnene $1.25

A Meaningful Way to Keep the Name of Your Church Before Your Community

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE O POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MO. 64141

Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104
IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States
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Twelve months (September, 1971, to
August, 1972) of outstanding supple-
mental study material based on the

International Sunday School

ARNOLDS COMMENTARY
Ipens the door to on exciting and rewarding exposition of lesson truths from the Wesleyan viewpoint.
$2.95

1IIGLEY COMMENTARY
IAIPH EARLE, editor, offers some features thot have increased its popularity over its years of service.
Cloth board ~ $4.95
Paperback 3.95
'"ELOUBET'S SELECT NOTES
ly WILBUR M. SMITH. Fingertip information on lesson-related plans, outlines, audiovisuals, bibliography.
Cloth board ~ $3.95
Kivar binding 2.95
rARBELL'S TEACHER'S GUIDE

diled by FRANK S MEAD. A valuable source for il historical and

Hard board ~ $3.95
iITANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY
light pages of helps for each lesson. Saves hours of study without sacrificing quality.

Library binding ~ $4.25
>0INTS FOR EMPHASIS
ly CLIFTON J. ALLEN. Compact in size but comprehensive in content, giving text, exposition, and refer-
nces. 3*/, X 5" Stiff cover ~ $1.25

Lessons.

Select Your Favorite and Order AT ONCE! You'll need

it for September 5 lesson.

8

|
f

vV *Z2%>

f-rsr— -

¥

NOTE: In advertising some of
these commentaries we do not
unqualifiedly endorse every-
thing in them. We believe, how-
ever, that they represent the
best material available outside
of our own lesson helps, and
recommend them for use as col-
lateral or additional material.

Prkatilightly higher outtide the continental United States

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104

IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario



The fall, 1971, evangelism emphasis, “Complete
\ the Family Circle,” is under

e receive these
membership

baptize these new believers

have not received your promotional
material, write:

Department of Evangelism
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

Nazarene Preacher
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- Young Adult Discussion Outline Packets

= 'A fresh approach, to your weekly NYAF progratas
-*e Offers a wide variety of mind-stimulating.subjects

e Two sets,

e -Punched

e For those young adult groups who want'a more traditional approach to

Published quarterly with an outline for each week
Printed on two sides of 8 M x 11-inch sheets

of outlines allow for more involvement
ready for inserting in a three-ring notebook

programming than that offered by ETC.
Order EVERY QUARTER (starting with fall, 1971) on your

September, 1971

Church Literature-Supplies Order Blank
Prepared by the Departmhﬁlnt of Youth

YOUTH

VAR

g



COMMUNICATIONS— RADIO

USE SPOTS ON RADIO?
There are over 75 million car radios in this country.
Over 80 percent of Americans drive to work.
Seventy-five million car radios is more than the com-
bined circulation of Reader’s Digest, TV Guide, Life,
Better Homes and Gardens, McCalls, Woman’s Day,

and the Ladies Home Journal.

In terms of stations, advertising dollars, total audi-
ence—radio has never been bigger.

LK o -

00 °o0 °"™
sf ° WRITE for your free brochure on our Q
TV RESOURCE LIBRARY

—do something with Radio or TV this fall-

NAZARENE COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION Radio and Television Office

28 Nazarene Preacher



NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

SEPTEMBER EMPHASIS:
NWMS MEMBERSHIP

PASTOR . ..

Which of these will you check?
THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN OUR CHURCH IS:

Calive.
Calive?
rfalive!

An Invitation to

JOIN This attractive, informative tract
entitled “An Invitation to Join THE
OLHE()CI{I%CELREN CIRCLE OF CONCERN?” should be

read by every person who attends
your church. It will help ALL to
realize that there is a place of
service for them in the Nazarene
World Missionary Society. Order
as many as you can use, free of
charge, from

BO* Ym

The NWMS Office
6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131
S8&
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

T h e N E W |l i « « k
IN Caravan

Overseas-type hat
for all groups

Trailblazer

Jumpers

for girls
Pathfinder

Award sashes
for all groups

Maiden

All emblems and awards are
I I 1 P Swiss embroidery.

Use this weekday ministry as a
teaching tool and outreach.

so Nazarene Preacher



STEWARDSHIP

LAYMEN S SUNDAY
October 10

SPOTLIGHT ON . ..

SUGGESTIONS

1. Laymen’s weekend revival. May use an exchange speaker
from another church.

2. Present a “Churchman of the Year award. May use "This
Is Your Life program at a banquet on Friday or Saturday
evening.

3. Banquet featuring film or guest layman. (For suggestions
for films and further ideas check your Stewardship Kit.)

Il Timothy 2:2—“COMMIT TO FAITHFUL MEN ...~

September, 1971
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Dynamic Leadership Cassette Series

For SS Superintendents and Pastors

Ready September, 1971
Listen while driving, relaxing, or shaving. Hear up-to-date Sunday school ideas.

Share tapes with your Sunday school staff.

Subjects include:

How to Double Your Sunday School, by Leslie Parrott
Morale, a Climate for Growth, by Ponder Gilliland
The Holy Spirit in Human Leadership, by Bill Sullivan
Pushing a String- Enlistment of Workers

Sunday School Ecology

Tale of Four Churches-Evangelism

Understanding and Ordering Literature

Big Ten of Sunday School Administration

Records and Evaluation

Workers' Meetings

Promotion and Publicity

Training

TA-600
(Compared to $39.95 on other series)

Price slightly higher outside the continental United States
An enjoyable and rewarding way to digest Sunday school information

Twelve programs on six cassettes with listening guides. Come in an attractive, hard-cover storage album

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104
In Canada: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario



So You're Scared

inspast week I’ve been thinking a great

deal about where my real security lies.
Oh, 1know where | claim it to be—but do 1
prove it?

| suppose the incident that set me to
thinking up this avenue was the special
meeting a few days ago for all the ladies of
our church. A policewoman came to show us
a film and to lecture on precautions and
defenses we might employ against the rising
crime in our city—especially crimes against
the person, such as purse snatching and
assault. She gave us some valuable advice,
and demonstrations of defense measures
and fast reactions for escape. This was all
very helpful, but naturally a bit frightening.
Mo doubt several went home and put more
secure locks on their doors.

However the "capstone to the whole
program was placed by our chairman, Mrs.
Earl Wolf. After expressing appreciation to
our guest speaker for her professional ser-
vice, she said, "But 1d like to add just one
thing more to all we've heard tonight—and
that is. Remember to pray! Then she told of
hearing Catherine Marshall speak to this
problem, stressing the fact that as Christians
we have a Presence with us, and that praying
aloud or quoting scripture had actually
frightened away muggers. One lady who was
attacked began saying aloud words to this
effect: "The presence of Christ surrounds
me; His Spirit abides within; His blood
covers me and forms a shield about me . . .”
As though an invisible shield dropped be-
tween them, the assailant suddenly became
frightened and fled.

Another of our ladies, while acknowledg-
ing the value of the lecture, said, "But | am

September, 1971

determined that | shall not let fear destroy
my trust in God. When | first came to
Kansas City, | was so frightened because |
was left alone much of the time with very
young children. After prayer, Cod delivered
me from this fear and gave me a promise
from His Word. Though 1| shall heed the
cautions, | refuse to allow fear to dominate
my life and undermine the deliverance I've
experienced. She noted further that she
believed some parents were instilling such
excessive fear into their children, they were
contributing to serious neuroses in them.

Cod expects us to use judgment in locking
our doors and cars. We are foolish to put
temptation in the way of the would-be law-
breaker, or to take careless risks. But we
must not forget that our basic security must
be in Christ—in His presence and power
in our lives.

My own fears when | was first left alone
for a period of days are remembered well.
We had purchased a new church acreage,
and the huge, old, 10-room farm home served
as a parsonage before there were any other
buildings on the property. Surrounded by
groves of trees—no neighbors—it had been
a “fun adventure until | was left alone with

my small children. That first night 1 felt
tear! Kneeling beside my bed | asked God
to deliver me and assure me. As | leafed

through my New Testament, my eyes fell
on words | had underlined previously, “Per-
fect love casteth out fear: because fear hath
torment. | certainly knew that fear had
torment. | began to analyze the verse while
talking with the Lord. | reminded Him that,
if my heart was not perfect in love, | meant
it to be. | prayed and searched my heart. As
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far as | knew it was perfect before Him. So
I claimed the deliverance, casting out the
fear. Tucking the Testament under my
pillow, 1 slept trustfully. Each night there-
after, when | was alone, | would pause at
the top of the stairs, and by an act of faith
"cover” the home with His blood.

In the book The Rough Road Home,
Melissa Mather tells of the barrage of trouble
that struck all at once. To add to the heart-
break of having a retarded child, she had
just been informed that they could no longer
keep him at home on the military base. On
the heels of this, her husband was killed in a
plane crash on a routine flight to the west
coast. Her own words are revealing and
descriptive, as the priest came to confirm the
tragedy: “ Give me a cigarette, | said
shakily. I'm glad | gave up giving up
smoking—it’s such a comfort when the
world rises up and kicks you in the face.’
What a crutch! What a comfort!

Her words came back to me when a man
rose in the Sunday evening service and re-
lated, “ This past week has been so difficult—
we’ve had a death among our relatives, my
son had emergency surgery, and then | had
an accident with the car, and | just thought
to myself. What does a person do who
doesn t know the Lord in times like these!”
Security! Strength! Lasting comfort! Com-
fort that cannot "go up in smoke”!

May | share a personal experience. | have
known periods of such infusion of “ perfect
love that all fear seemed cast away—fear
of disease, fear of people, fear of circum-
stances. The songwriter expressed it when

he wrote, “The fire of heavenly love is
burning in my soul. But what a delightful
“burning”! | can also testify that fears can

return, worries and fretting begin to nag.
Invariably 1 discover that | am depleted in
love— for perfect love does cast out fear.
One such period of distress had bothered
me for some weeks, although | had prayed
much. One night about midnight | slipped

downstairs to pray, and as surely as Amos
saw a plumb line, | "saw the Holy Spirit
insert a dipstick into my heart—just as a
service station attendant tests the oil in an
auto—and He drew it out and held it be-
tween His fingers and | heard Him say, “You
are low on love.”

An incident flashed into mind as | remem-
bered the service station attendant a few
days previously say, “Your oil is a quart
low.” My husband responded, "Add a quart
—detergent oil. Instantly and impulsively |
cried out, “O God, add the love!—detergent
love.” And He did! Afterwards | was amused
at my involuntary response, “detergent
love. Actually |1 didn’t know what detergent
oil was, but | do know what detergent is in
my housekeeping; it is a cleansing agent. So
perhaps my prayer was in perfect order.
Cleansing love!

One of our daughters has been subject to
frequent colds. However she tells me the
Lord has given her real victory over the
fear of this infection—which she now be-
lieves contributed to her past susceptibility.
Since she has been in college the past two
years she has often been exposed; but she
says, “ | just refuse to be afraid, and trust the
Lord, and feel if I get a cold—so what?—
God can take care of me.” She feels it is a

definite deliverance from this particular
fear.
There are many different fears. Gert

Behanna feared public speaking for “eleven
terrible years” even though she made thou-
sands of speeches—*“all pure agony. She
says, “All that time | spoke as though we
could earn salvation by the amount of our
suffering. Instead of giving the fear to Him,
| hung on to it. Finally she came to the
place where she relinquished the fear—the
lifelong aversion. “1 Il speak. Lord; You can
have the terror. And He took it Because
she let Him!

Ask God to take away your particular fear.
And let Him!

With children we must mix gentleness with firmness. They must
not always have their own way, but still they must not always be thwart-
ed. If we never have headaches through rebuking them, we shall have
plenty of heartaches when they grow up. Be obeyed at all costs, for if
you yield up your authority once, you will hardly get it again.

34
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STUDY

The Greatest Grace of All

(Meditations on | Corinthians 13)

By H. K. Bedwell*

No. 4 Grace and Gifts

Chapter 13, the "love chapter, ” is the
meat in the sandwich between chapters 12
and 14. In the middle of a discussion on
spiritual gifts (charismata pneumatika) we
find this exquisite poem of Christian love.

We would miss Paul s point altogether if
we failed to take full notice of the relation-
ship of the gifts of the Spirit to the grace of
love. Paul s thesis is that the absence of love
disqualifies the gifts. He doesn’t say we
would get on better if we had love. Rather
he insists that we cannot get on at all without
it. Love is not merely an adjunct to Christian
lift- and service; it is indispensable. It is the
lifeblood of the soul. The first two verses
make this point clear.

"1f | had the gift of being able to speak in
other languages without learning them, and
could speak in every language there is in all
ot heaven and earth, but didn’t love others,
| would only be making noise.

"If | had the gift of prophecy and knew all
about what is going to happen in the future

but didn t love others, what good would
it do? Even if | had the gift of faith so that |
could speak to a mountain and make it move,
I would still be worth nothing at all without
love" (vv. 1-2, Living New Testament)).

This meditation is centered on these two
verses and considers the gifts of the Spirit in
relation to love. You will see this subject in
proper perspective only if you read for your-
self very carefully chapters 12; 13; and 14 at
one sitting.

"Missionary, Republic of South Africa.

September, 1971

I. The Gifts Defined

What are the gifts of the Spiritil The
Amplified NT reads, "Special endowments
of supernatural energy.” Dr. C M. Doke of
South Africa says, “They are spiritual favors
freely given in order to equip the disciples
with enabling power to carry out God’s will
to the full. God does not commission the
disciple without supplying the ability to
respond. It is the Holy Spirit who is the
Executive Member of the Trinity, apportion-
ing the gifts according to the divine will.”
The Living New Testament describes the
gifts as "special abilities the Holy Spirit
gives to each of you” (I Cor. 12:1).

II. The Gifts Distinguished

The gifts of the Spirit (small g) must not
be confused with the Gift (capital G) of the
Spirit. The Gift of the Spirit is the Holy
Spirit himself, received by the believer. The
gifts of the Spirit are the special enablements
which He gives to those whom He indwells
and controls. The best gift of the bride to her
bridegroom is that of herself. The wedding
gifts accompany the marriage. The gifts are
the wedding gifts of the Holy Spirit to the
bride of Christ on earth.

The gifts of the Spirit must not be con-
fused with natural talent. We talk about a
"gifted" person, meaning someone endowed
with a natural talent. True, even this is a
gift of God, for all good and perfect gifts
come from the Father. But spiritual gifts
are not to be classed with natural ability. The
gifts of the Spirit are given only to believers
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and are for spiritual service. They are super-
natural and special.

I1l. The Gifts Depreciated

Some well-meaning preachers have be-
littled the gifts of the Spirit and some have
denied them. This is a serious mistake. If
these gifts are really from the Holy Spirit, in
despising them we are despising Him, for
they accompany Him and are given by Him.
We should remember the exhortation of
Paul, “Covet earnestly the best gifts. To
deny that they no longer exist in the Church
would be to make the Holy Spirit a pauper
and the work of the Church obsolete. Be-
cause the gifts of the Spirit are special
abilities to carry on the work of the Church,
they will be needed so long as the Church
remains imperfect. Paul in Eph. 4:12 wrote,
‘His intention was the perfecting and the
full equipping of the saints . . . [Jthat they
should do] the work of ministering toward
the building up of Christ’'s body (the
church) (Amp. NT).

Therefore let us neither depreciate nor
deny the need for and the presence of the
gifts of the Spirit in the Church of God today.

IV. The Gifts Delineated

In | Cor. 12:8-10, Paul gives a list of nine
gifts. They are (1) the word of wisdom, (2)
the word of knowledge, (3) faith, (4) healing,
(5) working of miracles, (6) prophecy, (7)
discerning of spirits, (8) divers kinds of
tongues, (9) interpretation of tongues. This
list should not be taken to be a complete
catalog, any more than the list of the nine
fruits of the Spirit in Gal. 5:22-23. These are
basic, but we should not confine the Holy
Spirit to these only. The Holy Spirit is rich
and sovereign. He can add to or withdraw
according to His will, which is always in
accord with what is best for the Church and
the individual. He will give the gifts which
are necessary to each generation of believers,
and withhold those gifts which serve no pur-
pose. The prerogative is llis alone. He is
concerned with the perfecting of the body of
Christ.

V. The Gifts Distributed

No man can dictate which gilts shall be
his. It is, | believe, presumptuous to demand
that the Holy Spirit shall bestow a particular
gift as a proof that He has filled the heart.
It is His prerogative, and His alone, to dis-
tribute His own gifts. The Giver may not be
dictated to by the receiver. “There are
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diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit
(I Cor. 12:4). After listing the nine gifts
Paul says, “But all these [nine gifts] worketh
that one and the same Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will (12:11).

We can desire the best gifts, but we dare
not demand them. Chapter 12 closes and
chapter 14 opens with the injunction to
“earnestly desire and cultivate the spiritual
endowments (Amp. NT). There are some
gifts we may receive; there are others we
may never have. All do not receive all, but
all receive some. What you receive depends
on God’s purpose in using you, and your
response to His will. You may remain im-
poverished spiritually because you do not
seek the best gifts earnestly, and you may
grieve the Holy Spirit by demanding what is
not rightly yours.

VI. The Gifts Disqualified

Important as spiritual gifts are, they can-
n