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the EDITOR

The Role of the Relay Runner

T ' h e  c r a c k  o f  a  g u n ; runners hur- 
tling themselves from  the start­

ing blocks; drawn faces, straining 
muscles— all these make races per­
ennially favorite sports. But much 
as I enjoy all foot races from  sack 
races to fat-man’s races, I must admit 
that relay races hold a special appeal 
for me. Perhaps the appeal is pro­
vided by the extended suspense, and 
the com plexity of several men team­
ing up to perform  one task.

It is this peculiar mingling of ar- 
tistries in relay racing that prods me 
to this, m y first editorial for the 
Preacher’s Magazine: the title— “ The 
Role of the Relay Runner.”

There he stands, this relay runner, 
expectant, tense. His predecessor, 
with baton firm ly in grasp, is round­
ing the last curve and gliding toward 
the tape. Here is where the art of 
relay running comes to its climax. 
This new mem ber of the relay team 
must m ove swiftly in full stride be­
side his predecessor, must reach out 
and firm ly grasp the baton without 
either runner losing stride or speed. 
Then, with the baton in firm posses­
sion, the new runner speeds on 
around his designated course. At this 
moment of juncture, of transfer, the 
artistry of the relay runner comes in­
to full play.

As I write this editorial I feel, full 
weight, the responsibility of the relay 
runner. Indeed, aren’t we all, as min­
isters, really relay runners? W her­

ever we labor, we have predecessors, 
and will, pray God, have successors; 
and there is, for each o f us, a baton 
(a torch) to pass along. That makes 
us all relay runners.

It seems to me that “ The Role of 
the Relay Runner” consists of three 
arts: the art of Appreciation, the art 
of Transfer, and the art of Progress.

T h e  A r t  o f  A p p r e c ia t io n

I speak here of appreciation for 
one’s predecessor. This art is not 
automatic; it is not easy of accom ­
plishment; it is not universal even 
among Christian ministers. This art 
of appreciating one’s predecessor can­
not be achieved by clenched fists and 
grim determination. It comes only by 
G od ’s grace plus a strong mixture of 
com mon sense.

In the actual relay race, the runner 
watches as his predecessor strains 
every muscle com ing down the 
stretch. As his predecessor races 
toward him, the new runner deep in 
his heart is saying, “ W ere it not for 
his good running I would have a 
much more difficult lap ahead of me. 
He may not have run exactly as I 
would have done, but he’s done his 
best.

As editor of the Preacher’s Maga­
zine, I see it so clearly. Four men 
and good have run ahead of me, and 
the baton has been passed along 
smoothly. There was first of all 
James Blaine C h a p m a n ,  who



launched the magazine in 1926 and 
was editor for twenty-one years (he 
really saw it come of a ge !)— what a 
pace he set! What a predecessor!

Then there was D. Shelby Corlett. 
For the last eleven years of Dr. Chap­
man’s editorship Brother Corlett was 
managing editor; then he assumed 
full editorship for a year— a worthy 
predecessor indeed!

Louis A . Reed took the baton in 
1949 and for three years gave vigor­
ous editorship. But death tripped him 
as he came down the stretch.

Here Dr. Corlett seized the baton 
and with his typical succinct, crystal- 
clear call to holiness he re-entered 
the relay run.

In 1954 Lauriston J. Du Bois 
stepped into the race, smoothly took 
over the baton, and for seven years 
(and seven fat years they w ere) he 

has ably edited the magazine— always 
sure-footed, always upward-looking, 
true to the W esleyan concept.

These have been the predecessors 
in this relay. As I stand at the blocks 
ready to take the baton these men 
loom  bigger, nobler, heartier men 
than ever. They bared their hearts 
in this business o f editorial com ­
mentary, and without that daring 
hnoesty there can be no editorial suc­
cess. Dr. Du Bois has com e to the 
close of his tenure in full stride. I 
hope I am in full stride with him as
1 take over— I’m trying hard. I pray 
that I may ever recall that success in 
relay running is as m uch inheritance 
from  predecessors as it is personal 
achievement.

T h e  A r t  o f  T r a n s f e r

The runner is now  side by side with 
his relay teammate. N ow  comes the 
moment of mighty meaning: can he 
take the baton without accident? Or, 
failing so to do, hazard the entire 
race?
2 (386)

Oh, the tragic cases where workers 
in the Kingdom  have failed in the 
art of transfer! Some seem to think 
when com ing into a new charge that, 
to prove their individuality, they 
much “ get out of step” immediately. 
Everything their predecessor has 
done they must undo, and sometimes 
with a smirk! Unworthy ethics, prac­
tical folly! I pray God to keep me 
both from  greedy haste and needless 
languor that w ould spoil the transfer.

Now the time comes to reach out 
and grasp the baton. No place here 
for timidity; no time for apologetic 
second tries. A  relay runner must 
transfer the baton fairly and firmly. 
Here is artistry in Christian leader­
ship— editorship, pastoring, superin­
tending— what have you? The art of 
transfer— an art indeed!

As I try just now  to grasp the 
Preacher’s Magazine baton I note 
how  carefully and firm ly it was held 
by L. J. Du Bois. God help me to 
do as well!

T h e  A r t  o f  P r o g r e s s

The starting blocks are now  but 
a m em ory; the baton is now  in firm 
grasp— the race now  lies ahead. At 
this point a new  set o f values comes 
into focus. I must run w ell to keep 
my predecessors from  embarrass­
ment. I must run well, remembering 
the next man who, in some future 
day, will reach out for the baton. But 
best of all, I must run for the “ prize 
o f the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.”

Through thirty-five years the 
Preacher’s Magazine has served the 
Church of the Nazarene and the Wes­
leyan ministry. Through baleful years 
ahead, through years that will test 
our souls, we shall press on.

I urge you  to seek with me progress 
and refinement in the arts of appreci­
ation, transfer, and progress. So shall
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each of us be worthy of a role as a 
relay runner.

So, with St. Paul I say, “ I therefore 
so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, 
not as one that beateth the air.” I

will try to accept this mandate from 
the Tarsan.

And by the way, wouldn’t St. Paul 
have made a superb editor for the 
Preacher's Magazine?

Shining Lights on Sunday Nights

Q h i n i n g  L ig h t s  o n  S u n d a y  N i g h t s ”  
^  is a fluent phrase. W e in the 
Church of the Nazarene have heard 
it repeated in letter, poster, and by 
word of mouth until it is as familiar 
as our own names. And it is good to 
have it familiar among us.

I am not speaking here regarding 
the use of a slogan or the promotion 
of any program. I am thrilled to add 
my small word to an idea that merits 
not only spot attention, but indeed 
deserves a perennial drive. I speak 
of the Sunday night service as an in­
stitution of evangelical churches.

The Sunday night service is under 
attack by enemies of evangelism. That 
particular service has becom e the 
watershed of successful w eek-by- 
week evangelism among evangelical 
churches. Small wonder that the 
devil w ould be happy to see our 
church lights go out on Sunday nights. 
Once let the Sunday night services 
fail among us and revival campaigns 
will go by the board, visitation evan­
gelism will have lost its point. There 
is an awesome “ must” about Sunday 
night evangelism.

Before I became a member of the 
Church of the Nazarene, I belonged 
to a large denomination which had

quite largely given up in despair rela­
tive to Sunday night services. One of 
my earliest vivid memories was the 
first Sunday night service I attended 
in a Nazarene church. The fresh­
ness, the swing of the music, the spon­
taneity of testimony, the significant 
contrast with the more sedate morn­
ing worship service were a tonic to 
my soul. I said to myself, This is 
something! I still feel the same about 
it. W e must plan to keep Sunday 
night services distinctively in tempo, 
in atmosphere, in purpose.

Sunday night services are to evan­
gelism the goose that lays the golden 
egg. W e cannot afford to let them 
die from  undernourishment. At this 
juncture in Wesleyan circles when we 
are having a general soul-searching 
relatives to our programs of evange­
lism, let it not be said that any sly 
enemy or any foolish friend persuad­
ed us to lose this Gibraltar by default 
or by dilution.

“ Shining Lights on Sunday Nights” 
is more than a nice, euphonic slogan. 
It may well be the last life buoy 
which could be thrown to save evan­
gelism from  the dangerous breakers 
in modern church life.

— N. R. O.
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The Preaching of E. E. Martin

By James McGraw*

' T ' h e r e  i s  a n  i d e a  in my mind and 
heart tonight that craves others.”

This was a statement made many 
times during the ministry of E. E. 
Martin, and it describes his preach­
ing emphasis more eloquently than 
anything else that could be said. He 
craved others for Christ. He prayed 
for them and preached to them; he 
worked with them and lived with 
them; he laughed with them and wept 
with them; and he wooed and won 
them to his Christ.

B om  into a Roman Catholic home 
in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, on De­
cem ber 29, 1887, Edward Everett 
Martin grew up to be a rough and 
ready youth who was reckless in his 
living of life to the full. He was 
seventh in a family of nine children, 
and he learned early in life that 
things would not be handed to him 
on a silver platter. Anyone who knew 
him would say at once that he would 
not have wanted it otherwise. He 
enjoyed fighting for what he believed 
was worthwhile, and he was an ex­
cellent example of the type of rugged 
individualism that helped bring the 
Church of the Nazarene through the 
lean years of her early history.

Ed Martin joined the army in his 
teens, and that turned out to be one 
of the best things he ever did— for it 
was while he was stationed in Fort 
Wadsworth at Staten Island, New 
York, that he met some people who 
helped him find himself in the work 
of the Lord. It was Arthur Moseley,

♦Professor, Nazarene Theological Sem inary.

4 (388)

who himself was strong and athletic 
enough along with his interest in the 
things of God to appeal to the “ he- 
man” in Ed Martin, who won Ed to 
Christ through personal work. M ose­
ley took him into the Y .M .C.A. gym ­
nasium and taught him the finer 
points of boxing and wrestling; and 
Moseley, in spite of his tender Chris­
tian spirit, could take care of himself 
very well in any contest with the big 
6-foot, 210-pound soldier. It was 
through M oseley’s efforts that Ed 
Martin was converted at the age of 
twenty-one.

There was another important per­
son in his life whom he might never 
have met had it not been for those 
days at Fort Wadsworth. This was 
an attractive young Methodist dea­
coness named Arietta Holston, whose 
friendship with Martin ripened intc 
love, and who became his bride and 
the mother of his children, two of 
whom are well-known preachers to­
day in the Church of the Nazarene.

E. E. M artin’s career as a preacher 
is remarkable in many ways. He 
could be described as a self-made 
man— self-educated, in the sense that 
he fought against all the obstacles and 
got his education the hard way; and 
self-disciplined in the sense that he 
worked his way through the hard­
ships and the opposition, and came to 
the top as a man o f pow er and influ­
ence in his church. He was a man 
of strength. He played football with 
Jim Thorpe at Carlysle and he kept 
his rugged physique throughout his 
life and ministry. He often said that
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any day his three sons, singly or as 
a group, could wrestle him to the 
ground and sit on him, he would re­
ward them with a prize. They never 
did claim their reward. As a district 
superintendent, he challenged his 
pastors at youth camps to beat him 
in a foot race. Few  could keep up 
with him, to say nothing of outstrip­
ping him.

It took strength of character and 
spirit as well as strength of body to 
move his fam ily to Nampa, Idaho, 
where he could continue his educa­
tion and provide for theirs. He pas- 
tored churches in Mountain Home, 
Meridian, and Ontario, Idaho, while 
he finished his college work, and was 
graduated from  Northwest Nazarene 
College after five years of pastoral 
ministry in nearby churches. A t the 
age of sixty-two, when many men 
would have begun to coast and think 
of retiring, he was graduated from  
Boston University with the master of 
arts degree, as he continued his in­
terest in his studies and took such 
courses as his busy schedule as a 
pastor, district superintendent, field 
representative, and college professor 
would permit.

E. E. Martin was an avid reader, 
constantly searching for truth and 
looking for ideas. He was a unique 
combination of scholar and extro­
vert; he was rough and rugged but 
at the same time tender and gracious; 
he was a fighter and yet a lover of 
people. His voice was deep and 
strong, yet at times he spoke in soft 
tones. He was a holy terror in battle 
against sin and deceit, but he was 
harder on him self than he was on 
anyone else. In his early ministry he 
once went to his own altar. Late in 
life, one day he paced the floor in 
soul searching, wondering if all was 
well with his own soul. Then sud­
denly he gave a victorious shout as

he realized the blessed assurance that 
the Spirit was abiding within and that 
the blood of Christ cleansed from  all 
sin.

Pastor in Low ell, Massachusetts, 
for three years, then in W orcester for 
three years, he made a significant 
m ove when he went to Nampa, Idaho, 
as pastor of First Church in 1928. He 
served here for six years and then 
was elected superintendent of the 
North Pacific District before it was 
divided. A fter its division he was 
elected superintendent of the Oregon 
Pacific District. He went back East 
as field manager for Eastern Naza­
rene College for two and a half years, 
and served later as president of 
Canadian Nazarene College for two 
years.

As an example of his ruggedness, 
and his unique “ nonconform ity” to 
the usual customs and methods, he 
once sat on the platform during the 
assembly and camp meeting at Red 
D eer with old clothes, unshaven 
beard, and tousled hair, looking more 
like a tramp than a college president. 
A t the proper moment, after the curi­
osity and perplexity of the audience 
had reached a peak, he strode to the 
pulpit and declared: “ Some of you 
think I look bad today; have you 
looked at this campus lately? It looks 
worse than I do!” Needless to say, 
his appeal for funds for campus im­
provem ent received quite an enthusi­
astic boost that day.

E. E. Martin was original and un­
usually creative in his sermon meth­
ods. He put his ow n “ twist” to the 
meaning of the W ord, and his inter­
pretations were sound and sane, but 
certainly fresh and unusual. His son 
Ted recalls a sermon he once 
preached on the subject, “ These Are 
the Days of Ed Martin.”  With this 
rather odd title, this sermon was his 
way o f answering the many remarks
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he had been hearing about the “ good 
old days” or this or that preacher. He 
thought it was about time someone 
called attention to the fact that these 
were good days too— these days of
E. E. Martin and all the others who 
live here and now!

A  study of contrasts, Martin would 
“ storm the fort” with heavy voice, 
eyebrows lowered, face frowning, and 
vigorous gestures— then he would 
soften his tone with the most delicate 
tenderness and patience as he 
changed his mood, eyes filled with 
tears, in the spirit of wooing and 
patience and forgiveness. He went to 
the mines and preached to the miners 
early in his ministry, holding up a 
lantern while he preached to the 
men w ho listened to him, and ad­
mired him for his ruggedness. But 
he was a man who was not only ad­
mired by men; he was loved by little 
children. They saw tenderness in 
him, they trusted him as their friend, 
and they enjoyed hearing him preach.

With E. E. Martin, the text was 
a “ springboard” from  which to go 
in whatever direction the Spirit of 
God m oved him rather than a basis 
on which to build the points of his 
sermon. He was a topical rather than 
a textual or expository preacher. His 
outlines were not obvious when he 
preached, and the points or divisions 
of his sermon did not stick in the 
mind of his hearers— it was the ideas 
they remembered.

M uch of the emphasis in Martin’s 
preaching was on faith and sacrifice. 
He often wondered if those in his time 
might have served Christ better by 
following W esley’s example in sacri­
fice and taking the vow  of poverty. 
It was not that he preached easy, com ­
fortable living was sinful; but rather 
that he felt com pelled to challenge 
his listeners to greater devotion and 
sacrifice for the Saviour.

To E. E. Martin, faith and courage 
were very closely related. He be­
lieved it took courage to trust God, 
and courage was something he had 
in abundance. His preaching made 
one want to dare to trust God.

His son Paul remembers how  he 
prepared his sermons by practicing 
them over to himself, whispering his 
sermon as he walked about in his 
study. His habit of saying words aloud 
in a whisper helped him rem ember 
them better. He often read this way, 
when he wished to concentrate upon 
what he read, so that he could re­
mem ber it better. His lips m oving as 
his eyes scanned the pages always 
meant that this mind was deep in 
thought about what he was reading.

Lym an Beecher said many times 
during his ministry that a good ser­
mon should have one, and only one, 
“ burning point.”  In the preaching 
of E. E. Martin, that burning point 
was the good news that God is able, 
that He is greater than all our ene­
mies, and that it is good to put your 
trust in Him, and that He can meet 
every need. This was the “ good 
news” as Martin saw it and com muni­
cated it. He would have agreed with 
Phillips Brooks, that no sermon is 
good “ which does not do its w ork.” 
His sermons did their work, and their 
work was the fulfillment of the com­
mission given by our Lord to Paul: 
“ To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from  darkness to light, and from  the 
power of Satan unto God, that they 
may receive forgiveness o f sins, and 
inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith.”

So he preached, so he prepared, so 
he lived. May his spirit, which was 
the spirit of Bresee and Reynolds, not 
die with him, but may it live and 
grow  in all o f us, as it lived and grew 
in the life and ministry of Edward 
Everett Martin.
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-Christ's Way for Our Day

By Lloyd B. Byron*

/ C h r i s t ’ s  w a y  was indeed the way 
of evangelism, evangelism first, 

because He himself was the great 
Evangelist. He sought out people, in­
dividuals, alone or in the crowds, not 
only to im prove their lot econom ically 
and physically and socially but more 
to meet their soul needs. With Him it 
was “ Evangelism First.”

W h a t  I s E v a n g e l i s m ?

Dr. V. H. Lewis says, “ Evangelism 
is preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to men everywhere. Evangelism is 
bringing souls into a conscious know l­
edge of guilt before God. Evangelism 
is guiding souls into the act of re­
pentance and the experience of the 
new birth. Evangelism is leading 
them into a personal knowledge of 
the doctrine and experience of en­
tire sanctification as a second work 
of grace. Evangelism includes receiv­
ing Christians into the fold of the 
church and building them up in 
the most holy faith. Evangelism is 
the spearhead of attack against the 
evil forces in the w orld.”

And Dr. G. B. Williamson wrote: 
“ Evangelism is a labor of love. A  
labor that only love will inspire. That 
is why Jesus put Peter through such 
a searching examination that morn­
ing by the seaside, as recorded in 
John 21:15-17. And love was the

♦District Superintendent, North Carolina D is­
trict.
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criterion by which Peter’s fitness was 
judged . . . his love for Christ.”

Evangelism, then, is a spirit; and 
Christians seek out the lost because 
of a love for the lost— driven by love, 
com pelled by love, constrained by 
love, overpow ered by love. How 
crystal-clear is it seen in Christ! Love 
thrust Him into hardship and self- 
denial; love enabled Him to turn a 
deaf ear to those who savored of 
lesser things. It was reported that He 
received sinners; and never was there 
a truer report. Literally that meant 
that He lay in wait for sinners. He 
was out to win men in the crowds and 
win them one by one. He was bent 
on trapping sinners at any time, any­
where. His life’s energies were ab­
sorbed in seeking lost men. Evan­
gelism was His spirit; evangelism is 
a spirit.

H ow  S h a l l  W e E v a n g e l iz e ?

Evangelism is a method too, and 
we see method in Christ’s way with 
souls. In His teaching He said, “ Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15). And in Luke 10:2 He said, 
using Phillips’ translation, “ There is 
a great harvest, . . . but only a few  
are working in it— which means you 
must pray to the Lord of the harvest 
that he will send out more reapers.” **

**F rom  The N ew  Testam ent in M odern English, 
©  J. B. Phillips, 1958. Used by  permission of The  
M acm illan Com pany.
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Christ’s plans embraced all men; His 
method was to engage workers. In 
Luke 14, He gave the story of the 
great man who made a banquet to 
which he invited many. But not 
enough responded to fill his house; 
so he sent his servants out with more 
invitations. They brought in the poor 
and maimed and many more; and yet 
there was room. Then he sent his 
servants out to com pel folk to come 
in— out into the highways and by­
ways to bring them in.

Certainly Christ used method in 
carrying out His mission to seek and 
to save. He preached to the masses, 
more than once to thousands— and 
that was the method of mass evan­
gelism. He witnessed to individuals 
— and that was the method of per­
sonal evangelism. He visited in the 
homes of the people: the home of 
Zacchaeus; the home of Martha, Mary, 
and Lazarus; the home of Simon—  
and that was the method of visitation 
evangelism. He trained lay visitors 
and sent them out, seventy of them 
two by two to go from  house to house 
— and that too was visitation evan­
gelism. Christ’s way is evangelism.

And that has been the way of the 
Church of the Nazarene, evangelism; 
for our church was born in the fires 
of evangelism. For these fifty years 
we have been an evangelistic church; 
and our 1960 General Assem bly went 
on record to keep evangelism at the 
center of our emphases, “ Evangelism 
First.”

L e t ’ s  L o o k  a t  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t

In giving evangelism a priority for 
our day, proper recognition should be 
accorded the God-called evangelist. 
Since we were born in the fires of 
evangelism as a church, it is not 
strange that the evangelist has had 
a prominent part in our history. To 
be sure, there are some good men 
who have turned to evangelism for

but a few  months, men who find that 
they are not cut out for evangelism 
for life, but that need not prejudice 
us against the men who are called for 
life. The w ork of the evangelist is a 
specialized ministry, and not every 
good man is qualified for the long 
run. But there are those who are 
specially gifted who feel com pelled 
to give full time to this work, and we 
salute them. They are evangelists 
even though it means separation from  
family and the loss of normal home 
life; even though it means living out 
of a suitcase and keeping on the go; 
even though it means being depen­
dent on the pastor for the conserva­
tion o f his ministry; even though 
apparently he is easily forgotten by 
those to whom  he has been a great 
blessing; and even though some may 
think that any preacher can do the 
work to which he feels divinely com ­
pelled, evangelism. “ There is a place 
in G od ’s order for the office of the 
evangelist,”  wrote Dr. G. B. W illiam ­
son. “ The Bible is not uncertain at 
this point. God gave some evangelists 
and some pastors and teachers. To 
fill the office which He has estab­
lished, God has called many men to 
be full-time evangelists. In keeping 
with His call He has particularly en­
dowed them with gifts and graces for 
the fulfillment of their w ork.”

It may seem to the evangelist that 
more and m ore preachers are in­
truding in the field to which he has 
been specially called; that pastors 
hold meetings that could be held 
by evangelists; that various church 
officers are so active in the field that 
he, the evangelist, is squeezed out of 
many meetings that otherwise he 
might be called to hold. It is pos­
sible that these churches lose some­
thing distinctive when they bypass 
the ministry of the men gifted by God 
and commissioned by the church for
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full-time evangelism. A nd it may be 
possible that some evangelists would 
be in demand in some of these 
churches were they m ore sensitively 
conscious of the realities of the pas­
torate, were they to do something to 
balance the fact that the day is far 
gone when people com e to church 
just because a new voice may be 
heard there. Does the evangelist need 
to study new ways to the hearts of 
men, ways in which to help the pastor 
and the church find new  people, ways 
in which to reach the people where 
they live? Can he afford to leave it 
to the pastor and people to provide 
a hearing for his preaching?

I believe I sense a realization of 
the increasing com plexities of our 
task on the part of many evangelists; 
for in addition to their sound ser­
mons on salvation some are an­
nouncing special messages on com ­
munism or prophecy or the next war. 
Others specialize with chalk artistry 
or object lessons or musical programs 
of group appeal and blessing. Some 
w ork out plans for recognizing the 
different groups of the church and 
build their interest in the revival. 
Others emphasize the Sunday school 
or w ork with the children. Some 
strive for interest with pictures of 
their travels in the H oly Land. Oth­
ers organize programs of lay visita­
tion. Some put on an extensive visit­
ing program to reach the church 
families and the constituency in the 
first days of the campaign. And oth­
ers meet with the different depart­
ments in briefing sessions aimed to 
put upon those workers their respon­
sibility in the revival and the possible 
avenues of service open to them 
through their departments. A ll o f this 
speaks of labors for the evangelist be­
yond praying for the revival, seeking 
G od ’s message for each service, keep­
ing the unction of God upon his heart,

and ministering with passion for the 
lost.

T h e  P a s t o r ’ s  P l a c e  i n  E v a n g e l i s m

Then there is the place of the pas­
tor in making “ Evangelism First” 
throughout his church. His is the 
personal spiritual care of his entire 
constituency. His is the burden of 
responsibility for evangelism in the 
service of his church. And his is the 
task of preparing for special evan­
gelistic services, working with the 
evangelist, carrying out the essential, 
intensive follow-up. And his is the 
task of stimulating lay evangelism in 
his church: lay visitation evangelism, 
lay personal evangelism.

T h e  L a y m a n  i n  E v a n g e l i s m

The burden of our emphasis, how ­
ever, should center more and more 
on the layman in this all-church pro­
gram of “ Evangelism First.” The 
evangelist and the pastors may need 
to sharpen their tools, rethink their 
objectives, refurnish their hearts, re­
vitalize their passion, reshape their 
plans, readjust their machinery for 
the accomplishment of their calling; 
but our greater need is to bring the 
laity into their place in evangelism, 
into visitation and personal evan­
gelism. They have been less than the 
most powerful working force in these 
vital areas long enough.

(To be continued)
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The Call to Holiness

By Robert L. Rodgers*

T e x t s  For God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness
(I Thessalonians 4 :7 ) .

Unmistakably clear in the writings 
of the apostles is the sound of the 
clarion call o f G od ’s Holy Spirit to 
Christians, exhorting them to seek 
out the means of a holy life. Paul 
had only recently departed from  the 
church at Thessalonica, and was con­
ducting gospel meetings in Corinth. 
W hile in the midst of his activities 
there, he thought back upon the 
group of young converts he had made 
in Thessalonica. Many things crossed 
his mind. Had he taken sufficient 
time with them to found them in the 
faith? Had he gone from  them be­
fore they had grasped the meaning 
of having a vital, holy relationship to 
G od? Was this young church ready 
to meet the demands of a lost world, 
to save many from  sin?

W ith his mind bubbling with 
anxiety for his new converts, with 
his eyes wet with tears of mingled joy  
and compassion for those he had re­
cently left rejoicing in a new-found 
faith but with little gospel knowledge, 
Paul took scroll and quill and began 
to write his First Epistle to Thessa­
lonica. From  his words in that letter 
w e have probably the most outstand­
ing dissertation on the doctrine of

*E1 M onte, California. 
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holiness of heart and life that is ex ­
tant. In his words of encouragem ent 
and instruction to those new  converts, 
w e have a masterpiece of doctrinal 
instruction for all people of all ages 
w ho would desire to live the kind of 
life that is in accordance with G od ’s 
holy instructions.

Expending several hundred words 
telling the Thessalonians how  precious 
their faith was to him, and how  
thrilled and pleased he was to learn 
from  Tim othy (3 :6 ) that they were 
abounding in faith and love, Paul 
then earnestly began to teach them 
(4 :1 ) some of the finer principles of 
doctrine which he had not yet been 
able to present to them. In short, he 
presented to them the fact of G od ’s 
call to holiness of heart and life.

Putting ourselves in the position 
o f the Thessalonians, there is much 
w e can gain from  Paul’s letter. From 
it we can gain a thorough knowledge 
of the scriptural doctrine o f holiness, 
we can gain a knowledge of how  to 
attain it, and we can gain a knowl­
edge of what it w ill do for us.

In considering this letter we notice 
that it specifically calls to holiness. 
In turn, then, we want to consider 
this call, in its various aspects. Doing 
so, we notice that it is:

I. Firstly, a call to the converted. 
Paul leaves no place for speculation 
concerning the spiritual status of 
those to whom he is writing.
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A. As a matter o f fact, Paul at­
taches a tremendous importance to 
the reality o f the Christian faith of 
the Thessalonians. As w e have pre­
viously suggested, he spends over 
half of the letter in expounding the 
fact that the people of the church had 
truly been converted from  their sins, 
and were in actuality followers of 
Christ (1 :6 ) . Further to cement the 
truth which he was defending, Paul 
calls attention to the outstanding ex­
ample which their faith had been to 
neighboring churches (1 :7 ) , which 
had gained both converts and strength 
from  the witness of the Thessalonians. 
In addition, reiterating a truth 
brought out in the introduction, they 
were then standing firm in the faith 
of Christ, were abounding in faith 
and love, and were a source of great 
joy  to the Apostle Paul, who was 
finding so m uch apostasy in other 
churches (2:13; 3 :6 -7 ).

B. Furthermore, Paul attaches tre­
mendous implications to the fact that 
these people w ere converted. The 
opening words of chapter four find 
him beginning the main part of his 
doctrinal dissertation, wherein he 
ceases to write o f their good faith, 
and begins to point out to them the 
fact that there are in the Christian 
w ay even better things which they 
must seek and find, most important 
of which is the experience of sancti­
fication.

The apostle does not waste his time 
proffering post-conversion graces to 
non-Christians. But to these dear 
children of his he hastily gives the 
glad news that they are now  can­
didates for a new experience, a new 
grace, a heart-thrilling experience 
which it is G od ’s will that they have. 
“ For this is the will of G od,” he 
writes, “ even your sanctification” 
(4 :3 ) . Then he goes a step further, 
and— lest there should be some who 
might think that it is a casual attitude,

“ take it or leave it,” in which God 
wills them this grace— pronounces 
that God hath “ called us . . . unto 
holiness” (4 :7 ) .

It is necessary to understand just 
what is meant by this call— that is, 
specifically what kind of holiness is 
meant in the aforementioned two 
verses. This is brought out very 
clearly in two ways. First of all, in 
the Greek N ew Testament the word 
used for sanctification in 4 :3 and for 
holiness in 4 :7  is hagiasmos, and ac­
cording to Thayer’s Lexicon  has three 
chief meanings, to wit, “ Consecration, 
purification, the effect of consecra­
tion; sanctification of heart and life.” 
Secondly, the very language of the 
apostle proves that it is moral holi­
ness to which he is referring, rather 
than a positional holiness, for he 
speaks of an experience which will 
enable one to possess right attitudes 
which will govern right conduct.

II. Secondly, a call to consecration. 
This is a m ajor point of polemic in 
our modern theological circles, with 
many professors insisting that all of 
consecration is made prior to spiritual 
conversion. The W esleyan-Arminian 
position (and, we believe, the Bible 
position) is that full consecration of 
oneself necessarily follows conversion, 
and precedes a second, definite work 
of grace which is called entire sancti­
fication. The basis for this position is 
twofold.

A. The first basis is found in the 
Holy Scripture. W e have shown that 
a part of the meaning of the Greek 
word for holiness is consecration, 
which leads to sanctification of heart 
and life. This proves that the Thessa- 
lonian people had not made their con­
secration complete at the time Paul 
wrote them. Other letters of Paul, 
including those to the church at Cor­
inth, the church at Galatia, and the 
church at Colosse, find Paul writing
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to his own spiritual children who 
have not as yet fully consecrated. 
Proof texts such as the following 
bring this out:

“ For it hath been declared unto me 
of you, my brethren, . . . that there 
are contentions among you” (I Corin­
thians 1 :11 ).

“ I marvel that ye are so soon re­
m oved from  him that called you into 
the grace of Christ unto another gos­
pel” (Galatians 1 :6 ).

“ W herefore if ye be dead with 
Christ from  the rudiments of the 
world, why, as though living in the 
world, are ye subject to ordinances?” 
(Colossians 2:20)

Each of these three churches was 
composed of people who had been 
converted by Paul, as proved in the 
letters themselves. Y et Paul’s words 
of counsel to them hardly appear to 
be those spoken to fully consecrated 
souls.

B. The second basis is found in 
human striving. Briefly, the experi­
ence of the w orld ’s greatest Christian 
men bears out the truth that prior to 
conversion man is inadequate to eval­
uate the real meaning of consecration. 
He is unable to consecrate himself 
fully to God, because he is woefully 
engrossed in his own exceeding sin­
fulness. He stands convicted before 
God, not of the fact that he is failing 
to serve God, but that he is guilty of 
transgression of the laws o f God. 
While the lack of consecration is 
somewhat involved, the main issue is 
the fact o f sin. He is far too busy 
with his carnal striving with his own 
desires, too desperately in need of 
full pardon when convicted of that 
striving, to concern himself with the 
issues of full consecration.

C. The simplest definition of con­
secration, and descriptive of all that 
is included in the theory of it is, heart­
felt surrender to the known and un­

known will o f God. It was to this 
kind of consecration that God, 
through Paul, was calling the people 
of Thessalonica (and all p e o p le ), 
saying to them, “ For this is the will 
of God . . .”  (4 :3 ).

III. Thirdly, a call to cleansing. As 
Paul writes, it is interesting to note 
some of the contrasts he makes. He 
speaks of the will o f God being that 
the Thessalonians should be sancti­
fied, and points out that this is for 
the follow ing reasons: “ that ye should 
abstain from  fornication” (4 :3 ) ; “ that 
every one of you should know  how 
to possess his vessel in sanctification 
and honour”  (4 :4 ) ; that they should 
not live “ in the lust of concupiscence, 
even as the Gentiles which know  not 
G od” (4 :5 ) ; “ that no man go beyond 
and defraud his brother in any mat­
ter” (4: 6 ). H ow  vividly he contrasts 
the potential life of a sanctified man 
with the “ Gentiles which know  not 
G od” !

Bearing out his thought here, 
Paul is pointing out the necessity for 
cleansing of:

A. The heart. W e have already 
established that one of the meanings 
of the word hagiasmos is purification. 
It is a simple task to prove that in 
Paul’s theology purification of the 
heart held a dominating role. When 
he spoke of sanctification, he was us­
ing it as an agent for cleansing of 
wrong inward motives— motives that 
led to adulterous thoughts, filthy 
thoughts, and deceitful thoughts. He 
certainly rem em bered the words of 
Jesus, “ But I say unto you, That 
whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adul­
tery with her already in his heart” 
(Matthew 5 :28 ).

Again, the apostle was not one to 
belie the witness of the other apostles, 
and in fact he rem embered well his 
agreement with the t e s t i m o n y  of
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the Apostle Peter, who gave words 
of great doctrinal import in telling of 
the sanctification of the household of 
Cornelius. Peter thus described the 
descent of the H oly Spirit upon them, 
“ A nd God, which knoweth the hearts, 
bare them witness, giving them the 
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 
and put no difference between us and 
them, purifying their hearts by faith” 
(Acts 15:8-9).

B. The hands (which are typical 
of all activity of the b o d y ) . The 
spiritual father of the Thessalonians 
was pleading with them to pursue 
sanctification not only that they might 
have clean hearts, but that they might 
have clean personal lives. Perhaps, 
since he was writing from  Corinth, 
which has been called the “ Sin City 
of A ll Times,” Paul was writing 
against things that he watched in the 
market places, temples, and so forth. 
But m ore than that, he was aware of 
the fact that the sanctified, carnal 
nature of man could be used of the 
evil one to bring an unsuspecting 
Christian to his immortal doom, by 
luring him into sin. He recognizcd 
that clean hearts w ould manifest 
themselves in victorious Christian 
lives.

Beyond that, Paul also knew that 
the impure lives of the Corinthians 
were reflecting upon the gospel of 
redemption through Jesus Christ. It 
was from  such degradation that he 
wished to spare the Thessalonians. 
These two reasons form  a supreme 
premise for a belief that Christian 
holiness is not a positional holiness 
alone, but a positive moral holiness. 
The same that was expected of the 
Thessalonians is expected of Chris­
tians today. As a little Scottish boy 
answered, when asked by his min­
ister the meaning of holiness, “ Plaise, 
your Riverence, it’s to be clane in­
side.” And, we might add, that we 
might be “ clane” outside!

IV. Fourthly, a call to cogency. 
Perhaps this is a word that is un­
familiar to the mind. However, it is 
a word that very aptly discribes one 
facet of the work of entire sancti­
fication. Hear its definition: “ Con­
straining, powerful, forcible; having 
pow er to com pel assent; convincing.” 
Am en! The call to holiness is a call 
to cogency!

A. The Christian’s cogency is in 
the Holy Spirit. Yea, the Christian’s 
Cogency is the Holy Spirit. He is our 
Power. He is our Strength. He is 
our Sustenance. He is our Victory. 
He is our Witness. He is our Purity. 
Rem em ber the words of Peter, that 
God gave them (the household of 
Cornelius) the H oly Ghost when He 
purified their hearts. It is the recep­
tion of this same Spirit of Holiness 
which Paul is urging upon the Thes­
salonians. It is with a fond remem­
brance of the original apostolic power 
and purity of heart that Paul is urg­
ing them to be sanctified. Never—  
until he has received the H oly Ghost 
— is a Christian fully cogent, fully 
capacitated. But the reception of Him 
does in fact render the Christian able.

Conclusion. Paul was not writing 
alone to the Thessalonians. While 
that conceivably may have been the 
only group he had in mind, the Holy 
Ghost was using his pen to proffer 
full salvation to all generations to 
com e of the human race. If you ’ve 
been converted by G od’s grace, then 
you ’re a candidate for entire sancti­
fication. Y ou  are a candidate for full 
consecration to the will o f God. You 
are a candidate for a clean heart. You 
are a candidate for a life that is fully 
controlled and made cogent by the 
indwelling presence of the Holy 
Ghost. This experience of which Paul 
wrote to the church at Thessalonica 
is for you!
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle

Romans 13:3-7

F e a r  o r  T e r r o r ?

In verse three Paul says that rulers 
are not a “ terror” to good works. The 
word is phobos. In forty-one of its 
forty-seven occurrences in the New 
Testament it is translated “ fear” in 
the King James Version. Three times 
it is rendered “ terror.” That seems 
to be its proper meaning here.

The earliest connotation of the 
term (in Hom er) is “ panic flight,” 
then that which caused the flight, 
“ panic fear,” and finally the “ object 
or cause of terror.” 1 The last is rather 
clearly the sense in this passage.

W o r k  o r  W o r k s ?

The King James Version has “ good 
works.” W hy is this changed to “ the 
good w ork” (A .R .V .) ? The answer 
is that the earliest Greek manuscripts 
have the singular. The Berkeley 
Version renders the passage: “ For 
magistrates are no dread to the per­
son who does right; but to the wrong­
doer.” - Most recent versions have a 
similar rendering. Because of the 
term “ w ork” a rather more exact 
translation would be: “ For rulers are 
not a terror to good conduct, but to 
bad” (R .S .V .). The N ew  English 
Bible has: “ For government, a terror 
to crime, has no terrors for good be­
haviour.” '*

]Liddell and Scott (Jon es), Lexicon , p. 1947. 
"B erkeley Version in M odern English. C opy­

right, Zondervan Publishing House. Quotations 
used by permission.

“The N ew  English Bible. Copyright, O xford  
University Press. Used by permission.
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W i l l  o r  W i s h ?

“ W ilt thou then not be afraid of 
the p ow er?” This translation is not 
com pletely clear. Literally the Greek 
says: “ D o you wish not to fear the 
authority?” The Berkeley Version 
reads: “ Y ou  do not want to fear the 
authority, do y o u ?” That is taking 
m e as indicating that a negative an­
swer is expected. But probably it 
should attach to the infinitive, as in 
the literal translation. The main thing 
to note is that it is not simple futurity 
that is expressed, but the question 
of a wish.

M i n is t e r  o r  S e r v a n t ?

In verse four the ruler is called 
a “ minister” of God. The word is 
diakonos. In the New Testament it 
is translated “ minister” twenty times, 
“ servant” seven times, and “ deacon” 
three times. It seems to have the 
technical sense of “ deacon” in the 
three passages where it is thus ren­
dered (Philippians 1:1; I Timothy 
3:8, 12).

But the com monest meaning is 
simply “ servant.” There are no less 
than six Greek words translated “ ser­
vant” in the K ing James Version. 
This one suggests a servant in rela­
tion to his work. Goodspeed and The 
New English Bible have here “ God’s 
agents.” The Berkeley Version has 
“ G od ’s agency.”

The objection to using “ minister” 
here is that the term has a connota­
tion today in church circles which is 
foreign to its general use in the New 
Testament. Except for the three pas­
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sages noted above it simply means 
“ servant” and should be so translated. 
It might be noted that the original 
meaning of “ minister”  as being a 
servant is very significant for those 
of us who are ministers of the gospel. 
It is our responsibility to serve the 
people as well as “ minister”  in the 
pulpit.

R e v e n g e r  o r  A v e n g e r ?

The word is ekdikos. In its only 
other occurrence in the N ew Testa­
ment (I Thessalonians 4 :6 ) it is trans­
lated “ avenger.”  That w ould be 
better here. “ R evenge” has a conno­
tation that does not fit the character 
of God. W ebster's Unabridged D ic­
tionary (2nd ed.) says: “ In present 
usage, to A V EN G E is to inflict pun­
ishment, either in behalf of oneself or 
of others, for the sake of vindication 
or just retribution; as to avenge an 
insult, to avenge the injuries of the 
helpless and innocent. . . .  To RE­
VENGE is to inflict pain or injury 
in resentful or malicious retaliation.” 
Obviously the form er word applies to 
God, not the latter.

I m p e r a t i v e  o r  I n d i c a t i v e ?

In the K ing James Version the 
first clause of the sixth verse reads: 
“ For for this cause pay ye tribute 
also.” That sounds like a command. 
The Am erican Standard Version has: 
“ For for this cause ye pay tribute 
also.” Most, if not all, of the recent 
translations treat this as a statement 
rather than a command. The prob­
lem arises from  the simple fact that 
in the second person plural of the 
present tense the indicative and im­
perative form s are exactly the same. 
Only the context can suggest which it 
may be in any given passage. Here 
the indicative seems to be preferable.

T r i b u t e  o r  T a x e s ?

In place of “ tribute”  (v. 6) all the

recent translations have “ taxes,” 
which is the term we would use to­
day. W e em ploy “ tribute” more 
frequently in the sense of a com pli­
ment.

The Greek w ord is phoros. It comes 
from  phero, which means “ bear” or 
“ carry.” So literally it would mean 
something carried. But in both 
classical Greek and the N ew Testa­
ment it regularly signifies taxes. The 
w ord occurs three times in verses 
six and seven and only twice else­
where in the N ew Testament (Luke 
20:22; 23 :2 ). It is used primarily of 
taxes paid by the people of a subject 
nation.

S e r v a n t s  o r  M i n i s t e r s ?

The word for “ ministers” in verse 
six is a different one from  that in 
verse four. This one is leitourgos, 
from  which comes “ liturgy.” Con­
trary to the case in the fourth verse, 
most of the recent translations use 
“ minister” here.

The reason for this is that leitour­
gos in classical Greek first meant one 
w ho served a public office at his 
own expense. Then it was used more 
generally for a public servant, one 
who served the state. A  specialized 
meaning was “ one who perform ed 
religious service.” From  this comes 
our modern idea of a minister.

Of course it is not religious service 
that is perform ed by the government 
for its citizens. But it acts for God 
in serving the public in various ways, 
just as a minister of state serves his 
own government.

C o n t i n u a l l y ?

Is it “ a t t e n d i n g  continually” 
(K .J .V .) or simply “ attending” 
(R.S.V .) ? The verb is proskartareo. 

It means “ attend constantly, continue 
steadfastly” (from  karteros, “ strong, 
steadfast” ) So the King James 
Version is correct here.
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R e n d e r  o r  P a y ?

The verb is apodidomi. It means 
“ give up or back, restore, return” ; 
and so “ to render what is due, to 
pay” (A bbott-Sm ith ). Deissmann 
shows that this w ord was used reg­
ularly in the papyri for a promise 
to pay back borrowed money. The 
emphasis is on the payment of a 
debt.4 The New Testament consistent­
ly teaches that taxes are a debt which 
one owes the government, and that 
paying them is therefore a legal and 
moral obligation.

C u s t o m  o r  T o l l ?

In verse seven the word for “ trib­
ute”  is the same as in verse six. W e 
noted there that a better translation 
would be “ taxes.” But how about 
“ custom ” ?

The Greek word is telos. The com ­
mon meaning for this is “ end” (so 
thirty-six out of forty-two times in 
N .T .). But it was also used in classi­
cal Greek, as well as in the New Tes­
tament (only here and Matthew 
17:25) for “ custom.” Thayer says it 
refers to “ an indirect tax on goods” ”’ 
Arndt and Gingrich agree.15 For this 
special meaning Abbott-Sm ith offers 
“ toll, custom, revenue.” 7

The connection of all this with 
the root meaning, “ end,” seems ob­
scure. Vine makes this suggestion: 
“ what is paid for public ends, a toll, 
tax, custom.” s

For these two words for taxes in 
verse seven there is a variety of

•LAE, p. 331.
r'Lexicon, p. 620.
11L exicon , p. 819.
'L exicon , p. 443. 
sE xpository D ictionary, I, 2G3.

Those who desire G od ’s favor 
His wrath as worse than death.

translations: “ tax” and “ toll” (W ey­
mouth, Berkeley, N ew  English 
B ib le ) ; “ tribute” and “ taxes” (W il­
liams, Moffatt, G oodspeed ); “ taxes” 
and “ revenue” (R .S .V .). Deissmann 
gives a photo of an ostracon of a .d . 
32-33 which is a tax r e c e i p t . I t  con ­
tains the word telos for taxes. San- 
day and Headlam distinguish the two 
words for taxes thus: “ phoros is the 
tribute paid by a subject nation, while 
telos represents the customs and dues 
which would in any case be paid for 
the support of the civil govern­
ment.” 11’

F e a r  o r  R e s p e c t ?

The word is phobos , the most com ­
mon meaning of which is “ fear.” But 
what kind of fear is meant here? 
Arndt and Gingrich suggest that the 
w ord may mean “ reverence” toward 
God, or “ respect” toward officials, as 
here.11 “ Respect” is the translation 
found here in Moffatt, Williams, W ey­
mouth, Goodspeed, the Berkeley 
Version, and the Revised Standard 
Version. There can be little doubt 
that it is best.

An excellent discussion of phobos 
is given by William Barclay in A  New  
Testament W ordbook  (pp. 92-97). He 
shows that every time it is used in 
the Synoptic Gospels and Acts it in­
dicates awe or reverence in the face 
of divine power. Toward one’s fellow 
man the attitude is respect. Sanday 
and Headlam say that it is “ the re­
spectful awe” felt for one in power.12

°Op. cit., p. 111.
11R om ans , p. 368. 
u Op. cit., p. 871. 
'-Op. cit., p. 368.

as better than life cannot but dread 

— E . W a y n e  S t a h l
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We owe a debt to our evangelists. Here are some forthrightt 

practical suggestions for improving—

The Pastor's Service to the 

Full-time Evangelist

Gene E. Phillips*

' T ' h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e  c a n -  
not continue as the church it was 

ordained and destined to be without 
the full-tim e evangelist, for the 
Church of the Nazarene is a distinct 
church with many characteristics that 
have made it different from  other 
churches. Our church came into ex­
istence to be unlike others and with 
a course marked out for it by the 
H oly Ghost for these perilous times, 
that makes the message of the evan­
gelist very essential to our growth.

Our church has had a distinct evan­
gelistic message and a distinct evan­
gelistic atmosphere. Our church has 
had a distinct entity that has marked 
it as a different movement. It is an 
evangelistic m ovem ent, and the evan­
gelist is just as important as any other 
minister to the life of our church. To 
those who are a part of the church, 
there is a distinct fellowship which 
becom es their priceless heritage. This 
does not mean that we have agreed 
on every point, nor does the fellow ­
ship demand such an agreement. 
There is in this fellowship a fellow ­
ship of freedom  which has made pos­
sible an understanding that is pe­
culiar to our people.

A t the center of the hearthrob and 
drive of our church has been a spirit 
of evangelism. W e owe a debt to our

* District Superintendent, Iow a District. Paper 
presented at District Superintendents’ Conference, 
January, 1961.
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evangelists for our existence and the 
growth we have had in these fifty 
years. This spirit of evangelism has 
characterized the Church of the Naza­
rene from  its beginning under the 
anointed ministry of our founder, Dr. 
P. F. Bresee. The ministry of evan­
gelism marked his ministry in his 
early work in the Methodist church 
when mighty revivals broke out in 
his pastorates, such as is told of his 
work in Red Oak, Iowa, and which 
fanned into an even greater flame in 
Los Angeles in the beginning of the 
church there.

Since those early days God has laid 
His hand on many men and set them 
apart for the w ork of full-time evan­
gelism: men like Uncle Bud Robin­
son, C. B. Jernigan, C. W. Ruth, H ow ­
ard Sweeten, Lum  Jones, John and 
Bona Fleming, H. N. Dickerson, John 
M oore, Ben Sutton, and others; men 
with a distinct calling, whom  God has 
honored. These have been the men 
who have kept the revival fires burn­
ing for over half a century in the 
Church of the Nazarene.

I am sure we all recognize we have 
reached a period in our church’s his­
tory that, if this type of w ork is to 
continue, someone must step forward 
as a real friend to the evangelists. The 
pastor stands in a position in the 
church where he can be either a 
friend or an enemy of the evangelist. 
There are at least four particular
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areas where the pastor may be of 
service to the evangelist:

I . T h e  P a s t o r  M a y  G iv e  t h e  
E v a n g e l i s t  a n  O p e n  D o o r  

t o  His C h u r c h

The evangelist must be given a 
freedom  necessary for his type of 
work. His w ork is different. W e need 
to share with him his passion for 
souls and give him freedom  in carry­
ing on his work. The evangelist is 
of necessity different from  the pastor. 
He must come to grips now  with the 
consciences of men. He must hit hard 
in his preaching and take aim. He 
must plead for a verdict and his 
immediate duty is to win men, then 
and there, for Christ.

It is said of Savonarola in the be­
ginning of his ministry in Florence 
that his sermons were the formal type 
which were then popular— polished, 
learned, and literary— and he attract­
ed no attention. His career as a 
preacher did not begin until he freed 
himself from  the trammel of his tra­
dition. He discarded all artificiality, 
became natural, allowed all gifts free 
play— the effect was immediate and 
immense. His passion for Christ and 
for the immediate establishment of 
Christ’s kingdom broke through all 
the trammel of the pulpit. Some were 
scandalized, all were startled; but the 
fact remains that those sermons 
m oved Florence to her depth and 
even a man like M ichelangelo— artist, 
poet, and scholar as he was— in his 
extreme old age could not recall and 
speak of those sermons without tears.

It was Jesus in the Early Church 
who commissioned twelve full-time 
evangelists and gave them power and 
sent them forth and said to them, 
“ Go to the lost sheep . . . Heal the 
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give.” Then He 
added, “ The workm an is worthy of
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his meat.” There w ere no strings nor 
restraints put on them— it was theirs 
to use this new  pow er given them 
to do the w ork of “ Evangelism First” 
in that new  Church. This certainly 
gives us a responsibility to our 
brother evangelist, and of course, him 
to us. The pastor should be careful 
lest he put too much restraint on the 
evangelist and shackle him and im­
pede the free play of his message. 
None of us should attempt to put 
our old, heavy armor on David. He 
is after the giant of sin. Let him be 
free to use his own slingshot and his 
own effective methods he has gath­
ered along the way. G ive him free­
dom to go after the giant.

II. T h e  P a s t o r  M a y  H e l p  t o  
M a g n i f y  t h e  C a l l in g  o f  

t h e  E v a n g e l is t  
The evangelist is called to serve 

our church just as the pastor— but he 
cannot possibly make it unless the 
pastor is his friend. There is a scrip­
ture that has been com ing to me since 
I started to think along this line. It 
is the conversation that took place 
between God and Cain regarding the 
whereabouts of Abel. “ And the Lord 
said unto Cain, W here is A bel thy 
brother? And he said, I know  not: 
A m  I m y brother’s keeper?” Let me 
paraphrase this to apply to us now. 
“ W here is the evangelist, thy broth­
er? I know  not: Am  I m y brother’s 
keeper?” The evangelist is our broth­
er. Jesus said, “ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour [brother] as thyself.”

III. T h e  P a s t o r  M a y  G iv e  E n c o u r ­
a g e m e n t  f o r  P r o p e r  F i n a n c i a l  S u p ­
p o r t  f o r  t h e  F u l l - t im e  E v a n g e l is t  

I come now to one o f the most im­
portant parts the pastor can play 
in helping our full-tim e evangelist; 
that is the financial support. There 
is no man in our church who is called 
to serve with as little said about 
finances as the evangelist. Many pas-
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tors and I fear some laymen are 
quick to criticize an evangelist if he 
dare say one word about his offering, 
yet that same pastor would not think 
of m oving his fam ily into a parson­
age without first finding out in some 
way about the salary. He need not 
ask. The minutes of the district will 
tell him; also, he need not hesitate 
to ask the district superintendent. But 
the evangelist, poor man, dare not 
ask one little question or he is black­
listed all across the nation. He must 
take anything or nothing at all and 
never complain or make mention of 
it. It seems there should be a better 
way. I believe the pastor can help 
him.

A  concrete example of help needed 
along this line came to my attention 
recently. A  church called one of our 
top, full-time evangelists and he had 
traveled possibly six hundred miles 
one way to get to the meeting. It was 
for only one week. The church had 
also called one of our best full-time 
song evangelists. The meeting be­
gan on Monday, closing Sunday 
night. The pastor was talking to me 
follow ing the meeting and told me 
that the church had paid each man 
$150 for the meeting; then he said, 
“ Do you think that was enough?” 
Since he had asked me, I felt it my 
responsibility to be fair to the evan­
gelists and said, “ No, I ’m afraid it 
wasn’t.” Y ou  see, they had the same 
traveling expenses for one week they 
w ould have had for a two weeks’ 
meeting. B y the time they paid their 
expenses both ways and their tithe, 
they would have had little left.

Finally the pastor told me that the 
church had a sinking fund they had 
accumulated before the revival of 
$130.00. Then they raised $280.00 
during the meeting and they had used 
only $20.00 from  the fund. He added 
that he felt sure more m oney may

have com e in later that had also been 
pledged for the revival. Another 
board meeting was called and the 
board unanimously voted to send the 
two men each $70.00 more, for it was 
found they actually had this amount 
left in their revival fund. The board 
had previously planned to pay the 
advertising out of the regular funds, 
which they did.

I am wondering if we should have 
some plan through our district su­
perintendents to educate our pastors 
and church boards in this important 
matter. Some of our good men have 
had to leave the field because of a 
lack of sufficient support. Surely 
there must be some way to get to 
this problem. I believe the district 
superintendent would be willing to 
help, if this could be the answer.

Unless m ore encouragement is 
given soon to the full-time evangelist, 
in the not too distant future we will 
have no problem  here at all, for there 
will be few  full-time evangelists left 
in the field.

IV. T h e  P a s t o r  M a y  H e l p  S e c u r e

W o r k  f o r  t h e  E v a n g e l is t  D u r in g  
t h e  S u m m e r  M o n t h s

One of the big problems facing the 
evangelist now  is w ork for the sum­
mer months and around the Christ­
mas holidays. If his support were 
adequate throughout the year, the 
Christmas holidays could take care 
of a needed vacation for him. But 
what can be done for him for the 
three full months— June, July, and 
August— when there are few  revivals 
because of district activities. To get 
through the summer has becom e his 
m ajor problem. I believe the pastor 
could help by using full-time evan­
gelists for: youth work in his church, 
vacation Bible school evangelism, and 
short week-end meetings, Friday over 
Sunday, as “ follow -ups”  to our youth 
and boys’ and girls’ camps, in helping
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establish those who have given their 
hearts to Christ in the camps.

Some of our larger churches could 
give smaller churches some financial 
support and help the small home 
mission church have a good summer 
campaign.

It is certain that we cannot sin­
cerely support the quadrennial slo­
gan, “ Evangelism First,” in our 
program and leave the evangelist 
until last in our consideration. W e 
cannot give attention to recognizing 
all of our workers and leave the 
evangelist to fight alone for a mere 
existence in the work of the church. 
He cannot make it much longer un­
less we com e to his help soon.

W e have not negelected the evan­
gelist intentionally, but we have been

busy with so many parts of our rapid­
ly growing church that we have for­
gotten how  important he is to our 
work.

Our quadrennial s l o g a n  has 
brought our guiding light into proper 
focus and we are seeing— as we 
haven’t seen in recent years— that the 
evangelist is indeed the man of the 
hour. He is now and always has 
been in our church the one properly 
fitted to lead out in our “ Evangelism 
First” program. The pastor must 
encourage and stand by our evan­
gelist, to enable him to do his most 
effective w ork for Christ and the 
church. W e may not wish to assume 
this responsibility; but whether we 
want to or not, it still remains, we 
are our “ brother’s keeper.”

Faith Still Moves Mountains

It  t a k e s  something more than courage.
Imagine a big housing estate, only half completed. The ground is 

churned into a mire of mud and the few roads there are peter out into a 
rough track.

It was to such a place, at Milton, Glasgow, that the Rev. John Stewart 
and his wife went 11 years ago.

There was no kirk, no manse, not even a congregation. Indeed, there 
were only two names on the roll—his wife’s and his own. But, undaunted, 
Mr. Stewart buckled to.

He found a cottage and turned it into a manse. As there wasn’t a 
church he emptied the furniture out of his front room and put in 40 chairs 
and a piano. And as there was no congregation he simply went out and 
knocked on every door he came to!

Soon his room was full to overflowing. So what do you think? He got 
the use of other front rooms in the homes of his new members until he 
was taking as many as nine services on a Sunday.

Now, of course, Mr. Stewart has a fine hall-church, and there’s a whis­
per he might be getting a bigger kirk for his parish soon. He has a member­
ship of over a thousand, a thriving Sunday school and Bible class, and as 
fine a group of elders as you could meet.

Yet, it all began with two people, a little cottage, and a great faith.
—Contributed by H u g h  H .  G o r m a n
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An honored veteran suggests some new ideas 

for the midweek prayer service

How to Keep the Prayer Meeting Vital

By Vera Clay*

' T ' h e r e  s e e m s  to be a growing fear 
among the church constituency 

that we are losing or are about to 
lose the m idweek prayer meeting. 
Many so-called reasons have been 
given for this tragic situation.

Some tell us that life has becom e 
so com plex that it is no longer pos­
sible for the Christians to meet as a 
group for a weekday prayer service. 
Others say the prayer service always 
was mostly a w om en’s group and that 
now  wom en w ork as m uch as men 
and have as many outside activities 
as men. Then there are those who 
assume that the T V  and other attrac­
tions have proved too strong a rival 
for the prayer meeting. Excuses are 
many as to its demise, whether these 
are reasons or not.

Solutions for  the problem  which 
have been advanced are as numerous 
as the so-called reasons for its decay. 
One which we have heard advanced 
in several sections is that the mid­
w eek service be turned into a semi­
social evening, and that where this 
is done, it is possible to have a fair 
attendance. This seems to be the 
weakest of all solutions. W here the 
m idw eek service becom es a social 
gathering only, it has ceased its mis­
sion as a prayer service and we may 
as w ell consider the prayer service 
dead. Then too, if the church folk 
can attend a social gathering it looks 
reasonable that with the same urge 
for the prayer meeting they could at­

*St. Albans, Verm ont.
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tend that. So we shall have to cross 
o ff the econom ic situation as one of 
the chief factors in causing the death 
of the prayer meeting.

A s pastors, it is for us to see what 
we can do to keep alive this time- 
honored institution, which has long 
been the spiritual thermometer o f the 
church. W e may w ell face certain 
facts which are pertinent to the 
present-day setup of the church. It 
is true there are those who w ork on 
night shifts and are not able to at­
tend week-night services. Our con­
stituency is now  m ore scattered than 
it was twenty-five years ago, as 
people now  often live in areas far 
rem oved from  their work, church, 
and even shopping centers. Many of 
these people can and do make the 
journey into town for the prayer 
meeting and many other things. 
There may be some who cannot. But 
eliminating these and other legiti­
mate excuses, there is still much re­
maining to be done to put new life 
into the prayer meeting.

A t the outset let us agree that if 
this service ceases to function as a 
prayer group it has failed. May we 
further agree that if the prayer m eet­
ing is conducted in the same manner 
in which it was twenty-five years ago 
we may not see it thrive? Let us re­
mem ber that this service is for men, 
women, young people, and juniors. It 
is a prayer service to pray for all 
departments of our church and all 
age-levels in our community. It is 
also a service where the Christian re­
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ceives, or should receive, a special 
nurture in the things of God. What 
are some of the ways in which we 
may conduct this service that it may 
have a definite interest and appeal 
to all groups?

W e shall seldom conduct it along 
the pattern that was so familiar in 
our childhood and was blessed of 
God, not because of the routine, but 
because of what the routine pro­
duced. Some of us recall the pro­
cedure: sing two or three songs, a 
protracted season of prayer, a brief 
message by  the pastor, testimonies, 
another song, and the benediction. 
What are some of the ways in which 
we may conduct our service and keep 
it out of a rut, have it spiritual, and 
make it adapted to the pattern of 
present-day thinking and interest?

It is in this weekday service that 
the young Christian should learn to 
pray in public. One o f the good ways 
to teach this is to break up into 
prayer cells. W e should not do this 
often, but probably it can be profit­
ably done six times in the year. The 
units may be form ed in different 
ways at different times. A t our last 
one we had the men in one group, 
wom en in another, teen-agers by 
themselves, and all the younger chil­
dren by themselves. It was m y priv­
ilege to head up the group of chil­
dren. One little boy of four made a 
prayer. This was his first prayer in 
public and was good training for him 
for the later time when he w ould be 
called on to pray before a larger 
group. Before we broke up into 
prayer cells we had sung a couple 
songs, had a brief prayer, and read 
the scripture.

Another way in which we can get 
participation of everyone in the 
prayer service is gathering around 
the altar in the front o f the church 
and all praying vocally at once. I
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would not wish to do this very often, 
but it does have an advantage in that 
timid folk  will often pray this way, 
being lost in the group. W e do it 
about twice a year. A fter we pray 
in this way, and it does not consume 
as m uch time as some other methods 
of prayer, we usually have a testi­
m ony service.

Once a year, in January, we have 
a “ question b o x ” m idweek service. 
The box is put out two weeks ahead 
of the service. This is one of the 
most useful and most enjoyed ser­
vices in the year, and I do not think 
there has ever been a time when we 
have been able to answer all the ques­
tions in the one service. W e use two 
consecutive evenings for this. W e al­
low  free discussion on the questions. 
Not only do the people ask questions 
which are problems to them and get 
help, but it gives the pastor oppor­
tunity to put in questions by means 
of which he can convey truth and 
provoke thought on lines which might 
be considered personal if presented 
in any other way. W e get unusual 
attendance at these “ question b ox ” 
sessions. W e feel they pay off spir­
itually.

Once in a while we announce an 
old-fashioned class meeting and it is 
just that, conducted along the lines 
of the leader calling on different ones 
to testify, or exhort, pray, or do what 
is on his heart. The pastor responds 
with a w ord of Christian counsel 
where needed. Many of our present 
generation have not attended a class 
meeting.

Witnessing night pays off in spir­
itual growth of the participants and 
in outside contacts made. This can 
be carried out in any church, rural 
or urban, once a year. W e gather, 
sing one song, have a good prayer 
service, quote a promise from  the 
W ord of God, and then go out in
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groups and each group makes one 
or m ore calls. W e have sometimes 
had it understood that we were to 
be back to the church in a half hour 
or less and then give reports of the 
response we had received. W e usual­
ly  start this reporting as soon as a 
very few  get in, and as others come 
in they participate.

There are so many forms of con­
ducting the m idweek service that we 
can use few  of them over once a 
year. W e must keep our goal in 
view — nurture o f the Christians and 
prayer— which will m ove things. One 
especially helpful service to this end 
is an old-fashioned experience meet­
ing. Folk are asked to share some 
experience God has given them which 
might encourage another. The pastor 
has frequently been encouraged by 
these shared experiences. I have 
heard it lamented that the old- 
fashioned exhorter is disappearing 
from  our midst. This is one way to 
regain this lost gift. I have found 
churches where it was difficult to 
hold this type of service, for there 
were some who w ould take too much 
time.

Training in specific prayer is some­
thing our people need. Some pray­
ing is very indefinite and m ore w ordy 
than thoughtful. It is good frequently 
to bring specific needs to the group 
and get united faith and prayer for 
these things. There may be a press­
ing financial need. W e may have 
the treasurer and one or two others 
pray for this need. W e sometimes 
have a Sunday school problem, etc.

This is a suggestive, not an ex­
haustive, discussion. Of course we 
have our missionary meeting once a 
month. Once a year we shall run in 
a unit of Christian Service Training. 
W e find the latter to be one of the 
most spiritual and also well-attended 
meetings of the year. Of course we 
must make the study interesting. 
Young folk will not be interested in 
a lecture by the leader. Have prob­
lems, quizzes, buzz sessions, moti­
vated presentation of all kinds.

W e may regret it, but w e may as 
well face it. W e are living in a time 
when the span of attention of people 
is greatly lessened. Radio and other 
programs have geared people to the 
fifteen-m inute period of concentra­
tion. W e are not advocating a fifteen- 
minute prayer meeting, but we shall 
have to keep our service alive and 
different. It is doubtful if we ever 
have the service in the same order 
on two consecutive weeks. K eep peo­
ple wondering as to what we shall do. 
Have choruses some of the time, not 
always. Have a scripture volley fre­
quently. (Take the watch with a 
second hand and see how  many min­
utes and seconds as a group we can 
recite scripture without stopping. 
The pastor mentally counts five, and 
if no m ore is recited, calls time. W e 
record our time and try to gain on 
ourselves the next time we do it.)

We must keep our m idweek service. 
W e must keep it spiritual and not 
turn it into a social gathering. W e 
must make it of interest to the chil­
dren, the teen-agers, the “ fortish,”  
and “ fiftish,”  and the senior citizens.

S e l f

A bout the smallest package I ever saw is a man all wrapped up in 
himself.

— H o w a r d  H i l l
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The Church—Winning Sunday Nights
B y ORVILLE W . JENKINS 
The b o o k -o f-th e -y e a r  in this great quad­
rennial program  o f Evangelism. First, giving 
special emphasis to Sunday night evange­
lism.
From  a successful background in his own 
m inistry and with a heart o f deep concern, 
Dr. Jenkins discusses the purpose o f the 
Sunday night service and the serious need 
of renew ing its evangelistic fervor. Its m any 
illustrations and suggestions w ill be a chal­
lenge to you r people. 104 pages, paper.
To be used as the Christian Service Train­
ing text for the church-wide study course 
this September.
$1.00; special C.S.T. discount on 6 or more, 

80c each, plus postage

"Attend Sunday Night" POSTER
Som ething y ou ’ll want to display in every 
classroom  urging Sunday night attendance. 
Contrasting black, yellow , and white colors 
makes its message m ost eye-catch ing. 11 x  
17” .
SI-225 50c; 6 for $1.00

"Sunday Night" CAR STICKER
L et the com m unity know  about you r Sun­
day night services. “ G o to Church Sunday 
NIGH T,” printed in a yellow  “ d a -g low ” 
against a black background on  a newly 
processed v in yl plastic that m ay be easily 
peeled off.
SI-240 25c; 12 for $1.80; 100 for $12.50

"Try Christ's Way" CAR STICKER
A nother effective w ay o f witnessing. Same 
vibrant color and m aterial as “ Sunday 
Night”  sticker.
U-66 25c; 12 for $1.80; 100 for $12.50

"Try Christ's Way" TRACT
A  prayerfu lly prepared, four-page  fo lder in 
yellow  and black. Inside contains appropri­
ate scriptures; and back, a friendly invita­
tion to Sunday night services and space for 
nam e of church. Size 3 x  6” .
T-903

W ITH  IM P R IN T  (m inimum im prin t order, 250 ) 
250 for $ 3 .00 ; 500 for $ 4 .50 ; 1 ,000 for $7.00  

A llo w  two weeks for im printing 
W ITH O U T IM P R IN T : 100 for 75c; 250 for $ 1 5 0 '  

500 for $ 2 .5 0 ; 1 ,000 for $4.00

"Try" PIN
A n attention-getting purple and w hite pin 
im printed w ith “ T R Y .” W hen people ask 
what it means, it provides an excellent o p ­
portunity to testify. Size 
PI-201 25 for 75c; 50 for $1.25; 100 for $2.00
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'Shining Lights" BANNER

Ideal for  placing in front o f the church. 
S ilk -screened  on  h igh-grade white canvas 
in a dark blue w ith yellow  and white letter­
ing. 3 x  10 feet. W eather-resistant.
SI-213 $5.00; 3 for $10.00
U-400 Wooden frame for mounting 3 x 10’ 

banner, hardware included
$3.00 plus postage

Your Church, to GROW
A Tools TODAY

3 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri

"Shining Lights" Kickoff LETTER
F or the busy pastor, here is a p re-typed  
letter outlining and challenging you r m em ­
bers to the im portant “ fourteen  Sunday 
nights o f evangelism ”  program . B y adding 
name at top and your signature, letter has 
a personal touch. Designed with “ Evange­
lism F irst” heading.
S-261 25 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50;

250 for $5.00; 500 for $8.50

"Attend Sunday Night" Mat
Same attractive design as poster. Repeated 
each Saturday in local paper with time and 
place o f service should prove effective in 
reaching outsiders. 2'/4 x  3V2” .
U-17 25c

"Sunday Night" Attendance SLIDES
K eep interest in attendance up. A d d  this 
slide to you r Sunday School Register Board. 
Y ellow  letters against a black background. 
Available in three sizes.
E-91 2% ” high 
E-106 3i/2” high 
E-112 3% ” high

Each, 15c

"Try Christ's Way" S0NGB00K
(SING PRAISES)

A dd new  zest to you r song service w ith a 
specially designed book  o f 101 evangelistic 
songs. Durable cardboard binding strikingly 
printed in black and yellow . Handy 41/4 x  
6” size.

35c; 12 or more 15c each

"Try Christ's Way" CHORUS
B y F L O Y D  H AW K IN S. It’s singable, m ili­
tant, and evangelistic— something that w ill 
stir every Nazarene to be a m ore effective 
personal witness.
SF-209 25c; 12 for 50c; 100 for $3.00;

500 for $10.00

CHRISTIAN WORKER'S GUIDE

C om piled by  V. H. LEW IS, 
Here is a sou l-w in ner’s 
aid that can be actually 
used w h i l e  witnessing. 
U niquely designed with 
stairstep pages for  finger­
tip reference to answers 
and scripture f o r  any 
questions a seeker might 
ask on  salvation and holi­
ness. P ocket-size, 4 x 7”. 
36 pages, paper.

50c; special C.S.T. dis­
count on 6 or more, 40c each, plus postage.

ChurchW of /h i N o ia r t n t
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A frank look at the modern peril of spinelessness—

Invertebrated

By Morris Chalfant*

It  is  A r e c o r d e d  and substantiated 
fact that there are nearly 1,000,000 

kinds of invertebrates, from  amoebas 
to honeybees. It is rather staggering 
— 1,000,000 invertebrates— animals 
with no backbone!

One truth stands out from  the 
Book of Acts, that the Christian 
Church was not set in m otion by 
invertebrates. Paul said to the high 
priest that he was “ a whited wall.” 
That wasn’t exactly tactful. Peter 
said, “ W e ought to obey God rather 
than men.” They did not have much 
tact, perhaps, but they did have back­
bone.

Christianity’s most cancerous, chill­
ing curse is convenient compromise. 
The most certain road to decay and 
death for the Church is compromise. 
And our beloved Zion would fall into 
the same grave as other denomina­
tions if the leprous hand of com ­
promise slashed the lifeline connect­
ing it to heaven. Ancient history is 
strewn with the debris of churches 
about whom the Lord himself would 
surely say, “ Thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead.”  Dead 
Christianity often wears the garb 
of the living, and all its activities are 
so much froth and foam. No church 
of any period can live where the slow 
moving forces of compromise shut off 
its flow  from  heaven’s spiritual dy­
namos.

The Church of the Nazarene is at 
the crossroads. She has been there 
before. Opportunity is ours to move

*Pastor, Seattle, W ashington.
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out and on to greater things or to slip 
back as many churches do when they 
are on the brink of unusual spiritual 
success. W e can slip back and becom e 
so small in num ber and witness that 
w e shall not be recognized with 
m icroscopic vision. Or we can fill the 
place God has designed for us. The 
choice is still ours.

In the fields of w orld diplomacy, 
com promise is often very necessary. 
Give-and-take is the road to harmony 
in all social relationships. But in the 
field of religion where fundamental 
imperatives are at stake there can 
be no compromise. For the righteous 
soul to com prom ise is to surrender 
the whole field. Satan and his hosts 
can afford to go halfway but the 
Christian cannot.

The Church of the Nazarene is a 
holiness church. Our church is dis­
tinctive, definite, and dynamic about 
holiness. It is our solemn responsi­
bility to see that we do not tame our 
message down and make ourselves 
so com m onplace and so cool that we 
tolerate and take in about everything. 
Beginning in our great headquarters, 
and our seminary, colleges, districts, 
local churches, and to our mission 
fields around the world, w e cannot 
be invertebrates in regard to holiness 
as a doctrine, experience, and a life 
to be lived.

W e cannot tame down the message 
of holiness to suit the pride and the 
weaknesses and the godlessness of 
this age. W e must not tame down the 
message of holiness in order to have
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w ider fellowship among those who 
differ with us doctrinally. In the 
words of Dr. C. J. Fowler, speaking 
at First Church of the Nazarene in 
Chicago in 1913: “ A  preacher who 
preaches once in grace always in 
grace, or eternal security, and who 
believes that sin can never be eradi­
cated, w ould not feel at home in a 
red-hot holiness meeting or holiness 
college, where they preached and 
taught eradication. Neither w ould a 
man w ho was a pronounced second- 
blessing holiness man, and believed 
that salvation is for everybody and if 
a man backslides he would go to 
hell, feel at home among our Calvin- 
istic friends!”

The early founders and the great 
army of prom oters of our beloved 
Zion were predominantly obsessed 
and motivated by the spirit of evan­
gelism. The spirit of evangelism still 
is the best way to prom ote the Church

of the Nazarene. I would say holi­
ness evangelism— if you please, first- 
and-second-blessing holiness evan­
gelism, that eradicates the old man. 
John W esley said, “ W hen Christian 
perfection is preached, all the work 
of God prospers.” That is what Dr. 
P. F. Bresee preached when he or­
ganized our first Nazarene church in 
California in a board tabernacle. It 
w orked 50 years ago; it worked 2,000 
years ago on the Day of Pentecost; 
and it will work in 1961 if we as Naz- 
arenes— teachers, laymen, preachers 
— will pay the price to make it work.

W e have everything to promote the 
gospel except we do not have enough 
of the burning, consuming passion of 
the first Pentecost. Pentecost was the 
answer to the Early Church’s inver- 
tebratitis, Pentecost is our only hope. 
Pentecost produced holy living. Holi­
ness foreverm ore— let us possess it, 
live it, and proclaim it!

Spiritual Cardiogram

A nd they w ere exceed ing sorrowful, and began every  one of them to 
say unto him, Lord, is it I? (Matthew 26: 22)

I. M a s t e r , is  it I w h o  h a s  fa i le d  to  l iv e  u p  to  m y  l ig h t , a n d  h a v e  b e e n  
g o v e r n e d  b y  th e  w o r ld  o f  m e n ?

II. M a s t e r , is it I whose place and position in the church have hin­
dered the progress of Zion?

III. M a s t e r , is it I whose spirit and influence have proven a discour­
agement to others going this way?

IV. M a s t e r , is it I who has allowed an unchristian attitude to come 
between me and someone else in the church?

V. M a s t e r , is it I, who refuses to be at the front of the battle, and 
whose love has worn down until I am no longer moved with a 
passion and a love for souls?”

VI. M a s t e r , is it I in whose life Thou canst no longer see Thine own
im a g e ?

— N e l s o n  G. M i n k
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QXTEEIIXr of the P A R S O N A G E '

M ay she who in the parsonage dwells be radiant, poised, serene; 

And every  m om ent of every  day be every  inch a queen!

By Ruth Vaughn*

Portrait of a Queen 
'T T ’ h e  m o r n i n g  sunlight pours in the 
-*• window like Jersey cream from 

spilling yellow  skies. It flows over a 
half-made garment lying on a chair, 
revealing seams of exquisite w ork­
manship. Its radiance sends sparkles 
scampering through a collection of 
beautiful colored glassware where it 
stands in artistic arrangement. Its 
warmth touches the face of the 
woman who stands in the early 
morning light reveling in the beauty 
o f G od ’s world.

The house where the sunlight 
floods the rooms is the parsonage of 
the Brookhaven Church of the Naza­
rene in Atlanta, Georgia. The lovely 
woman with the silver hair, brown 
eyes, and sweet smile is the parson­
age queen. She is Mrs. Bruce Hall, 
who has graced Nazarene parsonages 
for thirty years.

She has spent these years loving 
church members, neighbors, and a 
little girl named Caroline; supervis­
ing Sunday school scholars, Bible 
school, and the ironing; healing with 
a glass of iced tea, a huge dose of soda 
water, and prayer; creating clothing, 
curtains, and peace; displaying vi­
tality, understanding, and the Spirit 
o f God.

She has always been available for 
pushing red wagons, quadrennial 
mission emphasis, and everyone’s

♦Lubbock, Texas.

spirit; moderating in times of anger, 
strife, and scratching; illustrating 
Bible stories, chapters, and divine 
love; running to clean the church, 
rescue the baby, and play “ Red 
R over” with the juniors; presiding 
over the district N.F.M.S., zone meet­
ings, and youth banquets; making 
chocolate pies, tucks, ruffles, and 
serenity; mending socks, songbooks, 
and shattered dreams; molding clay, 
gelatin, and young lives; feeding 
church boards, missionary ladies, and 
tramps; listening to tragedies, heart­
aches, and the joyous details of a 
teen-ager’s last date.

Mi’s. Bruce Hall has turned each 
Nazarene parsonage in which she has 
lived into a haven from  the world. 
Under her loving touch a bleak, bare 
house would becom e a home— a place 
where those four letters became more 
than a mere word. Home was a spe­
cial feeling, for there was the breath 
of love on the walls and an aura of 
loyalty, joy, and peace pervaded each 
room.

Hilda Hall wrote of her days in the 
parsonage: “ Like David of old, ‘One 
thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
w ill I seek after; that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days 
of m y life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to inquire in his tem­
ple.’ He has let me dwell in His 
houses (Nazarene parsonages) for 
thirty years and I have loved it!”

The tapestry of her life glows with 
her gracious, unselfish, consecrated
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spirit; and her close friendship with 
the Alm ighty enhances the whole 
with a radiant splendor. Mrs. Bruce 
Hall is a m em ber of royalty. Truly 
this is a portrait of a queen!

R o y a l  C o o k b o o k  

This recipe came from  the “ royal 
cookbook” of Her Majesty, Mrs. Cal­
vin Sutterfield. It gives directions for 
that basic dish of parsonages: the de­
licious stew.

Place 2 lbs. stew meat, 1 large diced 
onion, 4-6 medium diced carrots, x/\ 
tsp. chili powder, garlic salt, celery 
salt, pepper in salt water and cook 
30 to 45 minutes. Then add 4-5 m e­
dium diced potatoes and cook for 
10-15 minutes. Add one can of mixed 
vegetables and one can of tomatoes. 
Let simmer slowly for at least thirty 
minutes— longer, if possible.

O v e r  T e a c u p s  

Mrs. Milo Arnold continues with 
her very timely and informative pa­
per on the importance and problems 
of “ The Pastor’s W ife as a Hom e­
m aker.”

“ As a homemaker, the parsonage 
queen must create and maintain a 
home which meets the needs of her 
husband. W hile a minister is very 
human and wears ordinary flesh of 
clay, yet he is exposed to many dis­
couragements, frustrations, and pres­
sures. His constant exposure to the 
gritty edge of a com m unity’s moral 
and spiritual decadence makes it very 
important that he find encourage­
ment at home. If she can provide a 
refreshing climate of radiance and 
confidence to which he comes at the 
close of day and a rich, bracing diet 
of good will to which he is exposed 
at mealtimes, he will be made strong 
for every encounter.

“ If, on the other hand, the wife 
meets him at home with the same 
climate of irritation and care as he

meets at his work, his nerves, his 
health, and his spiritual faith will suf­
fer incessant weariness.

“ Ministers’ wives are married to 
men who are morally and socially the 
most lofty group in the world. They 
are clean in life and lofty in ideal. 
However, they are human and they 
are in a unique position in the com ­
munity social pattern. Every woman 
in the community recognizes the dig­
nity of the minister’s office and meets 
him with her best manners, dressed in 
her best clothes, and gives to him her 
most pleasant smile. H ow fortunate 
is that minister who, when he comes 
to the door of his home, finds the 
happiest smile of them all, the most 
eager radiance, and the most charm­
ing grace! A  minister will be true to 
his wife, true to his God, true to his 
vows because he is a Christian man, 
but his life is m ore adequately ful­
filled if his human romantic yearn­
ings can be joyously fulfilled at 
hom e.”

B o o k s h e l f  w i t h  L a c e

Are you familiar with the “ Steps 
Toward Vital Christian Living” 
series? These are twelve booklets 
dealing with some of the most im­
portant areas of a person’s life. There 
is a booklet with help on these sub­
jects: “ Steps Toward— Reality in 
Pi’ayer, Daily Strength, Getting 
A long with People, Knowing G od ’s 
W ill for Y our Life, O v e r c o m i n g  
Temptation, Balanced Living, Per­
sonal Faith, Christian Growth, Emo­
tional Maturity, Relaxed Efficiency, 
Self-confidence, Understanding the 
Bible.” Each of these small booklets 
contains excellent advice and help 
for your own life— and they make 
wonderful gifts for young Christians 
and new converts. K eep a supply on 
hand. (15c each, $1.65 dozen, Naza­
rene Publishing House)
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H e r  M a j e s t y : A  M o t h e r

In the early morning hours, he 
came— my little son! A nd in that 
moment, the months of waiting, 
weariness, and pain were, as the Bible 
says, forgotten. In the circle of my 
arms, he slept as sweetly as a full­
blown flower— his tiny fists curled 
into a ball. As I studied his small 
features, I pondered upon his mean­
ing.

M y baby is not merely a com bi­
nation of bone, flesh, and nerve 
mechanism. M y baby is not m erely a 
chemical com pound controlled by 
mechanical force. M y baby is not an 
animal m erely conscious of life and 
environment. M y baby is not a play­
thing nor a small toy. M y baby is 
not simply the fulfillment of the de­
side for parental attainment. My 
baby is the masterpiece of G od ’s 
creation. He is a spirit which must 
be molded for either right or wrong. 
M y baby is an immortal being whose 
destiny largely depends upon me to 
whom  he is given. M ine!— this re­
sponsibility!

O Lord, the only crown I ask to 
wear is this: that I may lead m y little 
child aright. I do not ask that I shall 
ever stand among the worthy, the

wise, or the great— but only this I ask 
— that safely hand in hand, this little 
boy and I may enter heaven’s portals.

H e a r t  T a l k

The world was dark and drab that 
day as I went about my w ork in the 
parsonage. By heart was heavier than 
the leaden skies. Crisis had come. 
These were bitter hours. A nd then 
in the midst of my darkness and 
fright— the horizon changed to glow ­
ing beauty. The world changed; my 
heart grew  light. For as I dusted 
the desk, I heard a calm, sweet Voice 
whisper to me these words: “ Be 
strong and of a good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid of them: for the 
Lord thy God, he it is that doth 
go with thee; he will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Deuteronom y 
31 :6 ). A nd with those words the 
knowledge sang its way into my heart 
that through His grace I could be 
greater than the problems. Through 
His power I could be stronger than 
the pain. Through His promise I 
could serve Him ably even under tre­
mendous pressure. God was with me 
— and that was enough!

The most glorious fact of my life 
is this: God is m y Friend!

W e  a r e  i n  o n e  o f  t h r e e  c l a s s e s :

1. Thumbers. Y ou  see them on the highways. W e see them on 
the highways of life. They want to ride and do not want to 
pay for it.

2. Tippers. Occasionally they tip the Lord. W e tip people who 
serve us, because they are underpaid and depend on tips as 
part of their income.

3. Tithers. These are fair with God and their churches. God 
help us to be honest in this matter.

— The Plainview Nazarene 
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Pulpit and Parish Tips

Odd Moments and How to Use Them

By E. E. Wordsworth*

' T ' h e  a b o v e  c a p t i o n  was suggested 
-*• to m e while evangelizing in Brit­

ish Columbia recently. Sister Spittal, 
w ife of a Vancouver pastor and 
form er officer in the Salvation A rm y 
in London, England, heard an ad­
dress by an officer on “ Odd M o­
ments and H ow  to Use Them .”  He 
had three simple points: (1) Find 
them. (2) Seize them. (3) Use them.

Many valuable moments are frit­
tered away on trifling things, matters 
o f petty importance only. Time is 
wasted, profitable reading neglected, 
and prayer excluded. Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones im proves occasional moments 
of waiting in a car for other occupants 
to give himself to prayer. Dr. J. B. 
Chapman read a biography of Daniel 
W ebster through at odd moments at 
a preachers’ meeting, though speak­
ing thrice daily and leisurely taking 
time to be sociable. H enry Ward 
Beecher read Froude’s H istory of 
England after courteously answering 
the calls to meals but waiting the 
proper moment to say grace. I read 
W esley’s large eight volumes, W es­
ley's Journals, at spare moments 
while waiting in m y car and in other 
life situations. I have read hundreds 
o f tracts and pamphlets at odd m o­
ments in many places. I usually have 
a supply in my coat pocket. It is per­
fectly amazing how  much reading one 
can do in spare moments. Try it and 
see. Find them, seize them, use them. 
Rem em ber the Biblical injunction: 
“ Redeem ing the time, because the 
days are evil” (Ephesians 5 :16 ). Y ou

* R edm ond, W ashington.

September, 1961 „ . . .

will find these precious minutes very 
rewarding. Use them for prayer, 
reading, jotting down sermon notes 
or illustrations, and in other profit­
able ways.

Consider why time should be re­
deemed. (1) It is the most choice 
and precious thing in the world. 
(2) W hen once past, it never re­

turns. (3) It must be accounted for.
(4) L ife is very short and uncertain.
(5) W e have a solemn work to do 

for Christ.
Therefore let us be moderate in 

our recreations. I have just read that 
Dr. Paul S. Rees thoroughly enjoys 
golfing, but his passion for world 
evangelism is his first and controlling 
love. Eliminate as far as possible un­
necessary visits and shorten them in 
harmony with proper decorum. Learn 
how  to shorten the length of board 
meetings. A  Nazarene pastor of a 
large city church restricts board 
meetings to one hour. Find ways to 
save moments.

There was once a young shoemaker 
who became so m uch interested in 
politics that his shop was filled with 
loungers, talking and discussing, and 
disputing about one thing or another, 
from  morning till night; he often 
found it necessary to w ork till mid­
night to make up for lost time in 
talking during the day. One night, 
after his shutters were closed, and he 
was busy at his bench, a boy passing 
by put his mouth to the keyhole and 
in mischief called out, “ Shoemaker, 
shoemaker, work by night, and run
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about by day.” The man said it was 
like a pistol being fired at him and 
he vow ed then and there it would 
never happen again. Said he, “ From 
that time on, I turned a new leaf.” 
This shoemaker was Samuel Drew,

who subsequently wrote Imm ortality 
and Immateriality of the Soid. Time 
is conquered and the crow d is won. 
Time is precious, important, fleeting. 
Let us redeem the time by buying up 
every opportunity.

From the writings of Joesph. Parker

"Not Come to Destroy Men's Lives, 

but to Save Them"

Contributed by B. V. Seals

T7or the Son of man is not com e to 
destroy m en’s lives, but to save 

them. W e must get back to eternal 
principles. W e must live in the sanc- 
turary and not in the vestibule. W e 
must have hold of God and our pa­
tience will be like His, inexhaustible, 
tender, piteous, hopeful. W e misrep­
resent Christ when we persecute men 
and injure them because of their opin­
ions, when we are violent with men, 
when we disbelieve in them in con­
sequence of their conscientious con­
victions. The man who has thrown 
the devil and all his angels can af­
ford to be at peace with meaner an­
tagonists. When we have fought the 
fight in secret, when we have settled 
the controversy on our knees, then 
what little incidental opposition we 
meet with cannot disturb the peace 
which reigns in the triumphant soul.

Christ is still urging His Church to 
great destinies. Every holy man has 
his Jerusalem to go to. Every man 
must steel his face, harden it with

adamant, if he would succeed in the 
great journey of life. That journey 
is not to be undertaken by feeble men 
wanting intensity of will, destitute 
of holy courage. The kingdom of God 
can only be taken by warriors whose 
faces are iron, whose fists are steel. 
There will still be opposition. The 
city will not have you, the village will 
cast you out, the little hamlet will 
refuse you a bed, the lonely stranger 
by the roadside will be dumb when 
you ask him questions. W e must be 
prepared for all this. W e must 
through much tribulation, enter the 
Kingdom.

W e say of the white-clothed ones 
before the throne, the sun does not 
smite them with its heart but warms 
them with all this kindness. These 
are they that came out of great tribu­
lation. They washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Straight is the gate that opens 
upon heaven. N arrow is the road— 
narrow as discipline can make it, that 
ends in perfectness of character. The
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gospel message is that men are to be 
converted, not destroyed. Enemies are 
to be subdued, not be smitten with 
violence.

What do we require then? Patience, 
forbearance, the very pity of Christ, 
the very spirit of the Cross. No man 
can be patient with another without 
adding another grace to his own char­
acter. W e are educated by opposition. 
W e are sanctified by antagonism 
properly treated. W e are called to a 
holy destiny. The way to accom plish­

ment of our destiny is hard, terrible. 
Lions are upon it and ravenous beasts 
prowl in the very midst of it. Every 
man must fight his way to the Jeru­
salem that is above. W e shall do 
Christ’s work best in Christ’s spirit. 
Never let us forget that it is possible 
to do good in the wrong way. Possible 
to preach the gospel in a wrong tone, 
possible to speak the very words of 
Christ without the music of His love. 
But our hope in Thee, Thou cruci­
fied, triumphant Christ.

How a love feast became a gracious prelude to revival

The Bread-breaking Love Feast

By F. A. Brunson*

rJ~'hey continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellow ­

ship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers. . . . breaking bread from  
house to house (Acts 2:42-46).

W e are now in revival. God met 
with us in the very first opening serv­
ice. H ow thrilled this pastor’s heart, 
to see sinners stepping out of their 
own will to seek God at the altar! The 
evangelist is thrilled. He kept re­
peating, “ God is here.” The members 
of the church were broken up and 
rejoicing to see the movings of the 
Spirit and to see sinners praying 
through to victory.

What had we done? A ll the 
“ groundw ork” possible to clear the 
way for the Lord to come. Requests 
were written down and exchanged,

♦Lynw ood, California.
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so that all prayer requests would have 
at least two praying together. Hours 
had been set by the people as to when 
they would be able to pray. Singers 
and songs had been arranged. But on 
W ednesday night before the revival 
a bread-breaking love feast was held 
for the people already in the church 
— a time of communion and witness­
ing that is produced only by such a 
service.

Too often the revival is delayed 
until the members have restored fel­
lowship. The barriers to clear chan­
nels have been removed. This is why 
I have used our bread-breaking 
service.

As a young pastor I had read A  
Prince in Israel, the life story of Dr. 
Bresee, and of his “ love feasts”—  
times when the Holy Spirit came in 
waves of glory. That was what I 
wanted. But I didn’t know how  to
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conduct such a service. So I wrote 
to an older pastor, asking for help, 
and then bravely announced that 
within two months we would have 
such a service. The time slipped by 
and the date came closer for my an­
nounced service, and no letter as 
to how  it was to be done! A t last we 
arranged for the service the way we 
felt it should be, and God came upon 
us with great rejoicing and times of 
weeping among the people.

Taking sliced bread, pieces were 
cut in strips and the people called to 
the front to receive their pieces of 
bread and for prayer. Then they went 
from  one to another breaking off a 
piece of their neighbor’s bread, but 
only if there was good fellowship. 
Usually they would say something 
like, “ Is everything all right between 
us?” If there were differences and 
broken fellowship, they were to pray 
together and fix  things up before 
breaking bread. How many revivals 
have been hindered by broken fel­
lowships, and usually there isn’t any 
opportunity presented for restoring 
that relationship except by repent­
ance at the altar! Satan is an accuser 
of the brethren and often it is 
imagined wrongs that exist.

I must not fail to tell you that the 
greatest blessing comes when saints 
break bread with tears and rejoicing 
and love is mutual. Shouts of joy! 
Hand lifted in testimony! God comes 
to bless hearts.

Often there are unsaved people 
present who do not take any part, 
so are sitting back in the pews watch­
ing, but in their hearts hungering for 
His love. I rem em ber in one service 
a man who had been backslidden for 
years, a form er board member. W hen 
I went to him saying, “ I would like 
to share m y Christ with you and 
break bread,” he broke down in tears 
and rushed to the altar and was re­
claimed.

Dr. H. Orton W iley writes me: 
“ The love feast in earlier times was 
served with bread and water, indi­
cating fellowship rather than bread 
and wine which carried with it the 
idea of blood. Later it was more com ­
m on to serve just the bread as indica­
tive of love and fellowship in those 
already redeemed. It was a common 
practice in those earlier days of B eu­
lah Park to open the people’s meet­
ings as a ‘love feast.’ It seems that 
God always blesses at these times. 
The nature of the celebrating is such 
that it cannot be served too often. 
It needs to be given fresh emphasis.”

I have had these services in all my 
pastorates and I have witnessed that 
it always seems to be the opening of 
refreshing showers, an opportunity to 
restore fellowship, and times when 
God comes to prepare the way for 
revival. Every pastor desires to do 
all that he can. I recommend the 
love feast to you.

Good people are in the minority in this world, and unless one lives 
separately enough to make of him something of a “ speckled b ird” he does not 
live right.

— J. B. C h a p m a n
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This article is not meant to represent the official thinking of either the editor of the 
Preacher's Magazine" or the Department of Church Schools of the Church of 
the Nazarene— but it is mentally provocative.— Norman R. Oke.

The Runaway Sunday School

By Everett L. Cattell*

J l / fA N Y  a  p a s t o r  complains about 
the great exodus after Sunday 

school which leaves his Sunday morn­
ing worship service small. A t the 
same time, human nature being what 
it is, if you ask about the size of 
the church the answer will be, “ W e 
have a wonderful Sunday school—- 
our average is above ---------- .”

That raises a question. What 
should be the proper balance between 
the size of a church and its Sunday 
school? If you can build a Sunday 
school twice as big as your church, 
is it something to boast about or to 
deplore? Is such a Sunday school a 
horse in harness pulling the church 
or is it a runaway? The answer to 
this question has important conse­
quences, even financially; for how ­
ever large a Sunday school may be, 
it never pays its own way. Many a 
small church is now  faced with the 
need of building a big educational 
unit which may be needed to house 
the Sunday school but which places 
an unjustifiable financial burden upon 
the few  church members.

To answer this question we need 
to get back to very fundamental con­
cepts. Just why do we have Sunday 
schools anyway? Is the Sunday 
school an end in itself— a thing apart 
from  the church? Or is it an integral 
part of the church; and, if so, just 
what is its function within the 
church ?

* General Superintendent, Ohio Yearly M eeting 
of Friends.

**T h e Evangelical Friend  (used by perm ission).

Perhaps more than one answer can 
be given to this. Some would say 
that the purpose of the Sunday school 
is evangelistic— we are trying to get 
the children of our neighborhood con­
verted. Others would say that the 
Sunday school is the teaching min­
istry of the church. Still others em­
phasize the function of the Sunday 
school in adding members to the 
church. A  few  would point out the 
promotional value of the Sunday 
school. Whereas worship services 
may be drab, the Sunday school can 
go in for any kind of showmanship, 
advertising, or enthusiasm which 
gets the attention of the community, 
and the church indirectly prospers 
by it.

If there is truth in all these, it still 
remains necessary to sort out the 
priorities and decide what should be 
central in our thinking.

Probably the best concept of the 
Sunday school is to view  it as the 
church teaching. Jesus said: “ . . . 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:20). The church is 
ostensibly obeying the Great Com ­
mission in all its aspects. To dis­
charge part of its teaching responsi­
bility it sets up Sunday schools. Other 
values achieved through the Sunday 
school are incidental. The test ques­
tion about any Sunday school is: 
H ow effectively is this Sunday school 
discharging the teaching responsi­
bility of the church? A ll other ques­
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tions should be answered in the light 
of this one.

For instance, we should not put 
up a costly educational unit just be­
cause we are crowded— we should put 
it up only if it helps the church teach 
the W ord of God. Ideally a Sunday 
school should be a little larger than 
the church. As the Sunday school 
grows, the church should grow with 
it. If this is not happening, something 
is wrong. It may be the Sunday 
school is becoming an end in itself 
as a thing apart. There are limits to 
how  far we should go in bringing 
numbers of people into Sunday school 
who do not get converted and join 
the church. W hy do such com e to 
Sunday school anyway? Is it in re­
sponse to promotional appeals— or are 
they Sunday by Sunday truly being 
confronted by the challenge of the 
W ord of G od?

This raises the question of the ef­
fectiveness of the teaching in our Sun­
day schools. I visit many classes in 
a year. In some there is a good 
teacher, well prepared, and the class 
gets a solid bit of Bible knowledge 
plus the challenge of the W ord of God 
for our lives. But it is appalling in 
how  many classes this is not true. 
Sometimes the teacher drones on 
while the class looks around. In oth­
ers there is discussion which goes far 
off the lesson. In some there are class 
members who monopolize the time. 
In most there are interruptions: giv­
ing out the classbook, taking the 
offering, collecting the book, passing 
out papers. And why should the “ les­
son” be confined to such a tiny pas­
sage of scripture? How much better it 
w ould be if full fifty minutes were 
available and whole chapters or long­
er passages were thoroughly “ stud­
ied” !

In a Christian periodical a writer 
recently raised the revolutionary
36 (420)

question as to why we have such 
long opening and closing exercises. If 
the answer is “ for worship,” then the 
reply is, “ This can better be done in 
the morning worship service.” If the 
answer is “ for pep and prom otion,” 
it raises a serious question as to 
whether the Sunday school is really 
trying to do a teaching job. W hy not 
com e to church school as to day 
school, going to classes and having a 
real period of real study, culminating 
in the worship of the next service 
with little or no break between?

Som eone might get some new ideas 
about this from  an experiment being 
made in Norfolk. The N orfolk church 
is starting a branch at W oodstock. 
They are meeting on Sunday after­
noon in a school building with a com ­
bined service on the follow ing plan:

2:00 p.m.— Opening Assem bly 
Song; choruses 
Birthdays
W elcom e to visitors
Offering
L ord ’s Prayer

2:20 p.m.— W orship Period
(Babies and toddlers go 

to their assembly.) 
Hymn
Pastoral prayer 
Announcements 
Special music 
Sermon: by pastor 
Hymn

3:00 p.m.— Lesson Discussion 
Period 

Classes retire to their 
rooms.

3:30 p.m.— Dismissal from  Classes.
This is interesting as an example 

o f the church worshiping and teach­
ing rather than church and Sunday 
school being two separate institutions.

Let us not have runaway Sunday 
schools but keep the church effective­
ly teaching the W ord of God.
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Submitted by Nelson G. Mink

A n  O l d , O l d  S t o r y — U p  t o  D a t e  

One of Aesop’s famous fables is about 
two men in the woods. The one in front 
saw a bear coming, quickly seized a 
bough of a tree, and pulling himself up, 
hid in the foliage, with little concern for 
his companion. The other man could not 
make it, and lay down on the ground, 
remaining very still. The bear came 
to his ear and sniffed and sniffed sev­
eral times, and then walked away. As 
soon as he was gone, the man coming 
down from the tree asked, “What did 
he say to you?” And the reply was, 
“He said, ‘Never trust a friend who 
deserts you in time of need!’ ”

How F a i t h  W o r k s

Theodore L. Cuyler said: “When a 
miner looks at the rope that is to lower 
him into the deep mine, he may coolly 
say, ‘I have faith in that rope so well 
made and strong.’ But when he lays 
holds of it, and swings down by it into 
the tremendous chasm, then he is be­
lieving on the rope.” It is no mere opin­
ion then; it is a fact.

T h e  S n a i l 's  T o n g u e

Naturalists tell us that the snail has 
its teeth on its tongue, and that upon 
the tongues of some snails as many as 
thirty thousand teeth have been found. 
It is able to saw through the toughest 
leaves with ease. What applications the 
preacher might take from this fact when 
we think of the damage to hearts and 
homes that can be done with unbridled 
tongues today!

S a v e d  o r  L o s t

“Today, men and women try to take a 
middle-of-the-road position. But when 
the ‘Titanic’ went down on its maiden 
voyage in 1912, there were millionaires 
on board as well as middle-class and 
poor people. But in the Cunard Line’s 
office in New York after the disaster, 
only two lists were posted: the lost and 
the saved. Nothing else mattered.”

— V a n c e  H a v n e r

S a m u e l  C h a d w i c k  S a y s , in commenting 
on the lessons of life:
1. There is no wealth like character.
2. No fun like hard work.
3. No book like the Bible.
4. No people like God’s people.
5. No power like prayer.
6. And no blessing like Pentecost.

—Houston Central Park Bulletin

T h e  C o s t  o f  D o i n g  R i g h t

A young man was overheard to make 
this statement: “I am very particular 
about paying my fare. I took a ticket 
home once when I was a very small 
boy, and showed it to my father, saying 
the conductor had not taken it, and that 
I was that much ahead. My father looked 
at me and said that I had sold my honor 
for a nickel. That put a new face on it. 
I always think of what he said when I 
am tempted to repeat such an offense.”

•—Selected

S o u l  W i n n i n g  

Dr. V. H. Lewis says: “It seems to be 
a rule now, if we do not make an effort 
to get folk to the altar the second time 
they are there, we lose them.”
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W h a t  A r e  Y o u  L i v i n g  F o r ?

A lady once said: “ I have no interest 
in anything but my house and my gar­
den. My house and garden are my life.” 
But when our interests and affections 
are not elevated to a higher plane than 
the house and garden, we are facing the 
tragic certainty that ultimately we will 
be banished to a place where we will 
have neither house nor garden.

— R i c h a r d  S. T a y l o r

L i g h t  o n  t h e  T r i n i t y

The elders of the church were inter­
viewing a young boy who sought ad­
mission to the church. The fellow was 
mentally retarded, and it was thought 
maybe he should not join; but the an­
swer to the elders, when asked what the 
Trinity meant, put him inside:

“It is a Three in One,
And a One in Three.

The middle One,
He died for me.”

W hat a Layman Expects 
of His Pastor

At the 1959 preachers’ convention of 
the San Antonio District, a panel dis­
cussion by a group of laymen was con­
ducted. Those on the panel were promi­
nent laymen on the district and included 
business and professional men in widely 
varied walks of life.

The summary of the panel was as fol­
lows:

1. We expect our pastor to be a spir­
itual leader.

2. Our pastor should set a godly ex­
ample at all times.

3. He should be a Christian gentle­
man.

4. His life and ministry should be an 
inspiration to all.

5. He should be current in his study 
and reading.

J a m e s  C. H e s t e r , District Supt.
Submitted by L. E. Humrich

T h o u g h t  P r o v o k e r s

“Prayer is sometimes a device by 
which we shirk our own duty in telling 
God His.

“The real measure of our wealth is 
how much we would be worth if we 
lost all our money.

“Prayer not only changes. It causes.” 
—Morgandale, Warren, Ohio, Church

“ It’s what you learn after you know 
it all that counts.”

A  G l a s s  T a l k s

The glass of beer said: “ I am not a 
mathematician, but I can 

add to a man’s nervous troubles, 
subtract from his physical energy, 
multiply his aches and pains, 
divide his mental powers, and then be­

sides all this, I’ll 
discount his chances of success.”

M a r i t a l  B l i s s

Thomas Edison said: “When Mrs. Edi­
son insists, I always give in; and when 
I insist, she always gives in.” Someone 
asked, “But what happens when you 
both insist?” Edison replied, “We have 
had the good sense never to insist at the 
same time.”

—Oakland, Maryland, Nazarene 
Bulletin

Checking out in a supermarket can be 
a distressing experience as the cash reg­
ister records all your purchases. How 
much more distressing will be the Judg­
ment Day, when your life becomes an 
open book!

—Selected

C r o s s i n g  B r id g e s  

We are told never to cross a bridge 
until we come to it, but this world is 
owned by men who have “crossed 
bridges” in their imagination far ahead 
of the crowd.

—Speaker’s Library
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T h o u g h t s  o n  H o l i n e s s . Discovering car­
nality: “Let him enter into a close, 
faithful, prayerful analysis of his pas­
sions, his affections, his will, his motives, 
and see if he will not discern remains 
of the sinful nature within him not en­
tirely dead but still alive, and seeking 
the ascendancy . . . inward response 
taking side with the outward solicitation, 
at least in a measure to show that you 
are not entirely sanctified.

“More than this, do you not find that 
the carnal nature not only indicates its 
presence, by resistance and urgent im­
pulses, but does it not also prevail 
against you at times and lead to the 
commission of actual sins, which cover 
your heart with condemnation, and give 
your conscience a sting, and send you to 
your knees with strong crying and 
tears?”
(Christian Purity, pp. 107-8.)
Evidence of holiness: “I know not how 
better to describe it than as a sense of 
the Divine glory filling the entire soul; 
so that it finds its complete happiness in 
God, and neither desires nor consents 
to anything, but only that which is agree­
able, or supposed to be agreeable, to the 
Divine will.

“Then follows, in some instances, great 
joy and ecstasy; but this, I think, is not 
the general experience. Ordinarily the 
soul at this crisis is filled with peace 
rather than joy; simple rest, tranquility, 
a sense of complete satisfaction, attended, 
in most instances with almost no emotion, 
in exceptional cases only with great rap­
ture” (Christian Purity, pp. 236-37).

— B y  B i s h o p  R. S. F o s t e r

Pills or Pardon?
S c r i p t u r e : I John 1 : 9

Everyone has -problems. The question 
is what does he do about them? Some 
folks hurry about seeking temporary re­
lief for their spiritual and mental pains. 
Others seek to erase the cause of their 
problems. In other words, some take 
pills and others seek pardon.

Some take pills. Numbers of people 
are forever in search of an aspirin. In 
fact, if all the aspirin consumed by 
Americans in one year were placed in 
one pile, Pike’s Peak might have some 
healthy competition. One reliable writer 
has reported that North Americans swal­
low aspirin at the rate of thirty-three 
pounds a minute. Nonetheless, an aspirin 
relieves the pain only for the moment. 
Spiritual aspirins, whether emotional 
stimulation or intellectual titillation, rate 
no higher.

Some seek pardon. When it comes to 
the matter of a conscience that is prick­
ing or gilt’s persistent pains, pills are of 
no value. The crying need of the soul is 
for pardon! It is then time to turn to the 
Great Physician. Follow His hands as 
they open the Medical Book of The Sold 
and Sin-sick People and His finger as it 
points to the passage: “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins.”

S i g n  d i s p l a y e d  by a church in Clay­
ton, Indiana: “Visitors Welcome. Mem­
bers Expected.”

F o o d  f o r  T h o u g h t

“Many churches are like an ailing 
lung with only a few cells doing all the 
breathing. The real life of the church 
is in a few faithful people who keep it 
from becoming an animated corpse.

“They are like the man who told the 
preacher that he did not want to go to 
heaven or hell, he simply wanted to live 
right on in Kansas.”

— V a n c e  H a v n e r

E m b a r r a s s i n g  M o m e n t

An enthusiastic Communist, telling 
about their program, declared that they 
had “something to offer every man.” A 
listener interrupted impatiently, “ Some­
thing to offer every man? What about 
the fellow who has just been run over 
by a tram car? What do you have for 
the dying man?”

—Quoted from
Houston Central Park bulletin
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The Struggle of Faith
T e x t : Who hath believed our report? 

and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed? (Isaiah 53:1)

I. The Whole Bible Is a Report.
II. The Kind of Report It Is.

III. Faith’s Attitude Towards This Re­
port.

Knowing Jesus
T e x t : And when they were come out 

of the ship, straightway they knew 
him (Mark 6:54).

I. The Demons Know Him—Knowl­
edge of intuition.

II. The Multitudes Knew Him—Knowl­
edge of identification.

III. The Saints Know Him—Knowledge 
by divine revelation.

IV. A  D e e p e r  Knowledge of Him— 
Practical understanding of Christ 
by His own in all the walks of life.

— N e l s o n  G. M i n k

The High Price of a Careless Tongue
T e x t : Death and life are in the power

of the tongue; and they that love it
shall eat the fruit thereof (Proverbs
18:21).
Some time ago it was reported in A l­

bany, New York, that two policemen 
talked themselves out of their jobs. Fail­
ing to turn off their radio transmitter 
during a private conversation as they 
sat in the patrol car, they made some 
critical comments about the police de­
partment, not realizing every word was 
being heard by the dispatcher and all 
units. They quit before they were dis­
charged. The tongue can either be a 
blessing or a curse. Justin once ob­
served: “By examining the tongue of a 
patient, physicians find out the disease 
of the body, and philosophers the disease 
of the mind.” “Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment (Matthew 
12:36).

A  careless tongue causes untold dam­
age not only to one’s own life but to 
others.

1. Damages the influence of Christ’s 
Church.

2. Robs people of confidence in one 
another.

3. Destroys the character and reputa­
tion of a sincere person.

4. Discourages Christians and causes 
some to backslide.

5. Brings judgment on all involved.

Living in the Spirit
T e x t : . . . the letter killeth, but the spirit

giveth life (II Corinthians 3:6).
Down in Georgia one winter a radio 

station had urged people to turn down 
their thermostats five degrees in order 
to conserve the natural gas supply. After 
repeated requests by the radio station, 
an overcautious man phoned in an un­
expected complaint: “ I’ve been turning 
down the thermostat five degrees every 
time you asked, and it’s now forty de­
grees in the living room, and I’m tired 
of it.” We agree that if the man had 
followed the spirit as well as the letter 
of the request he would have had a 
warmer time of it. Several suggestions 
for living in the spirit:

1. Show humility in our relationships 
(II Corinthians 3:5).

2. Show kindness and love (Proverbs 
18:19; I Corinthians 13).

3. Exercise a constant trust in God 
(II Corinthians 3:5).

4. Live a Spirit-filled life (II Corin­
thians 3:17; Ephesians 5:18).

The Things of the Spirit
T e x t : . . . but they that are after the 

Spirit the things of the Spirit 
(Romans 8:5).

I. The Law of the Spirit
II. The Life of the Spirit

III. The Leadings of the Spirit
IV. Last Things and the Spirit

— N e l s o n  G. M i n k
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How Much Is Required?

S c r i p t u r e : Luke 12:48
God expects what we can give! He 

isn’t on the lookout for the good, or for 
the better, but for our best. A careful 
reading of the Gospels discloses the dis­
dain of Jesus for anything resembling 
slipshod work. Just for example, His 
references to the patch on the old gar­
ment, the misuse of the old wineskins, 
the erections of a house on improper 
foundations, and the crazy hopefulness 
of the young women and their half-filled 
lamps need little or no explanation.

Strolling through a hardware store the 
other day a young man was heard to 
comment: “This do-it-yourself stuff 
sure saves me money even though the 
workmanship is something less than the 
best.” A make-it-do attitude doesn’t go 
with God. Serving God has never been 
a do-it-yourself proposition anyway. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit we can 
give Him nothing less than our best.

Bargain Basement or Upper Room

S c r i p t u r e : Acts 1:13-14 
A church contacted a businessman in 

regard to purchasing some office equip­
ment. While showing his merchandise the 
businessman stated bluntly: “Just don’t 
ask for any discounts. If I were to come 
to your church and accept your Christ, 
I would come expecting no discounts. 
You would rightly expect me to live up 
to all the standards of your church. I 
wouldn’t get 10 per cent off in my Chris­
tian living.”

The later portion of his remarks sug­
gests a thought ripe for sermon develop­
ment. God’s Word is not to be taken as 
a wholesale catalogue. The church Man­
ual is not the advertisement of a discount 
house. There is not one page in either 
book listing under-the-counter prices for 
a favored few. Those who sit in “ the 
upper room” are “all in one accord,” not 
only in fellowship, but in willingness to 
walk in all the light shed in their path­
way.

The sign on the door to “the upper 
room” reads, “No room,” for those who 
seek an easy way. Cheap religion is like 
cheap insurance—it doesn’t cost much 
and it doesn’t have much to offer. When 
a person seeks bargain-basement prices 
in religion, he has turned his back on 
the stairway leading to “ the upper room.”

John Looks at Christ
Christ, the W ay, the Truth, 

and the Life

S c r i p t u r e : John 14:1-6 
T e x t : John 14:6

I. T h e  W a y

A. The Christian way of life is more 
than just a crisis experience of 
being saved. This is just the 
beginning of a new life with new 
hopes, new goals, a new trust 
(not in worldly things but in 
God), new assurance.

B. Characteristics.
1. Entered through Christ only 

(v. 6).
2. A way of holiness (Isaiah 

35:8-10).
a. A  command to be holy 

(I Peter 1:15-16).
b. No uncleanness of the 

flesh (I Corinthians 3:16- 
17: II Corinthians 7:1).

c. No uncleanness of the 
Spirit.
1. II Corinthians 7:1.
2. I Corinthians 6:20.
3. Ephesians 4: 20-32.

3. Ephesians 4:8.
II. T h e  T r u t h  (John 8: 32)

A. Freedom from the guilt and pol­
lution of sin.

B. Freedom from unnatural desires.
C. Freedom to walk with God.
D. Romans 6:16-23.

III. T h e  L i f e

A. Life here.
B. Life eternally.

— A l l a n  W .  M i l l e r  

Kansas City, Kansas
September, 1961 (425) 41



^ P R E A C H IN G  P R O G R A M

A  Sincere Request, a Direct Answer, 
A  Wholehearted Obedience

T e x t : Moses cried unto the Lord, say­
ing, What shall I do? . . . The Lord 
said unto Moses, Go on . .  . And 
Moses did so (Exodus 17:4-6).

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Let us notice here a 
man of God.
A. A man of like passion as we are.
B. Here was a man that came to 

his wits, etc.
C. This is no good place to get, but 

sometimes God allows us to get 
to the end of ourselves.

D. It was as Solomon made an end 
of praying that the glory of God 
filled the Temple.

E. It was at the end of Elijah’s 
prayer that God sent the fire 
from heaven.

I. A  Sincere Request ( “What shall I 
do?” )
A. Not a long prayer.
B. Illustration: Man fasting and 

praying fifteen days.
C. If it takes that long, keep at the 

job. But you will have to get 
to end of self for God to take 
over.

II. A Direct Answer ( “Go on.” )
A. Not a great thrill or chill—but 

simply what he asked for.
B. I believe when a prayer is def­

initely answered we should 
stand on it as such.

C. Illustration: Someone said God 
answered prayer in a round­
about way.

D. Bible says that God sends rain 
on just and unjust.

E. This is not in answer to prayer 
but by natural mercy of God.

F. Illustration: A backslider told 
me, “God answers my prayer 
every day.” He certainly has 
not promised to, and you have 
no right to pray if you are a 
backslider, except prayer of re­
pentance.

III. Wholehearted Obedience ( “And
Moses did so.” )
A. Almost every answered prayer 

stems from man’s obedience to 
command of God.

B. Men and cattle were thirsting, 
etc.

C. Man sought God’s way and He 
gave directions. Man was obe­
dient—thirsting was quenched.

C o n c l u s i o n : What is our need?
A. We ought to state it clearly.
B. We ought to listen to Him speak 

to us.
C. It is obedience that will bring 

God’s best.
— T h e o  C a r t e r  

Valdosta, Georgia

Retaken Ground

T e x t : And the Lord said unto Joshua, 
Stretch out the spear that is in thy 
hand toward Ai for I will give it 
into thine hand. And Joshua 
stretched out the spear that he 
had in his hand toward the city 
(Joshua 8:18).

I. The Cause of Losing Ground
A. Loss of feelings often cause a 

loss of faith.
B. Lack of an open door of use­

fulness discourages some.
C. Material reverses or successes.

II. Encouragement to Retake Your 
Ground
A. He helped both Abraham and 

David to recover possessions 
the enemy had taken.

B. He has planned for your suc­
cess in spiritual warfare.

C. Joshua and Israel went on to 
greater conquests than ever. 
They had thirty-one kings and 
their cities in a short time.

D. God said to Joshua, “There 
shall not any man be able to 
stand before thee . . .  as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with 
thee.”

E. The Lord has promised sure 
victory for you today.

— N e l s o n  G. M i n k
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The W all of Fire 

and the Glory Within

S c r i p t u r e : Zechariah 2:1-13 
T e x t : Zechariah 2:5

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Zechariah given a vision 
that vouchsafed divine plan for the 
Jews. Within this vision are three 
great truths.

I. Divine Protection Couched in Sym­
bol of Wall (v. 5)
A. Earliest times man felt need of 

protection from wild animals, 
hence campfires burned all 
night.

B. Need protection from enemies, 
hence built walls around cities; 
note walls of Babylon, etc.

C. In times of faithfulness Jerusa­
lem rejoiced in walled protec­
tion of God (Psalms 125:2).

D. In vision Zechariah saw man 
with measuring line. Jerusalem 
to be rebuilt without walls. God 
will be “wall of fire.”

E. This is for Christians also. 
Quote stanza three of “The 
Lily of the Valley.”

II. Divine Presence Couched in Sym­
bol of the Shekinah
A. Note difference between Jew­

ish religion and others.
1. Jews served Almighty God— 

others heathen gods.
2. Heathen offered on barren 

altars.
3. Jews offered to One who dis­

played himself in cloud.
B. After apostasy, dedication of 

second Temple was with weep­
ing. One reason no doubt was 
that there was no Shekinah, no 
visible presence of Jehovah.
1. Heavens were brass; no 

glory, no presence, no power 
yet.

C. To Zechariah given promise that 
glory will again be there. What 
a note of encouragement for 
Jews!

D. What glory was to the Jews, 
the indwelling p r e s e n c e  of 
Christ is to the Christian.

III. Divine Purpose Couched in Sym­
bol of an Eye (v. 8)
A. Eye is gateway through which 

light enters body. Jew was 
God’s gateway to heathen.

B. Jews failed, but in a coming 
day they will be God’s mission­
aries to world, when they turn 
to the Lord (Revelation 7).

C. Today the Church is the dis­
penser of the gospel. We have 
the “keys of the kingdom.”

D. Note the protection afforded 
the eye: eyelashes, brow, etc.; 
hand is quick to defend the eye. 
So God defends His eye—the 
Christian.

C o n c l u s i o n : God’s protection and His 
presence are contingent and con­
ditioned upon the third point. No 
protection for backslider, etc. “To 
them who are the called according 
to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

— B e r t  C o l l i n s  
Copetown, Ontario

Answer to a Troubled Heart

T e x t : John 14:1-3
I n t r o d u c t i o n : The disciples were shak­

en! No longer was there any hope 
of an earthly kingdom. Impending 
doom seemed at hand. Denial was 
to be made by Peter. The earth 
was crumbling beneath them and 
shipwreck seemed inevitable. Yet 
Christ said, “Let not your heart 
be troubled.” How could they? 
Could you? If they obeyed the 
Master, answer was sure to come.

I. In Belief Unshaken by the World— 
“Ye Believe in God.”
This was the same God which 
hurled this world into space. This 
was the same God who watched 
over the Jewish nation in ages past.
A. Abraham, marched out, not 

knowing where.
B. Jacob.
C. Joseph.
D. Moses.
E. David.

September, 1961 (427) 43



II. Answer Found in Belief in the 
Christ—“Believe Also in Me.”
A. They had to see in the Cruci­

fixion:
1. The precious Blood as a 

remedy for sin.
2. That upon that Cross the 

ransom was paid for all.
B. They had to see in the Resur­

rection:
1. The intercessory power ful­

filled.
2. Our constant Companion 

here on earth.
3. Complete victory over death, 

hell, and the grave.
III. Belief in the Future—“In My Fa­

ther’s House Are Many Mansions.”
A. A  great hope in which to find 

peace.
B. A  great reward when fulfilled 

in heaven.
IV. Belief That Frees from Doubt—“If 

It Were Not So, I Would Have Told 
You.”
A. Every promise of the Bible is 

ours, underlined with His blood.
B. No wiles of the devil can take 
that away from us.

C o n c l u s i o n : The answer of course lies 
in Christ. There is no troubled 
heart in Him.

— P o w e l l  W y a t t

An Unusual Congregation

T e x t : Acts 10:33
I n t r o d u c t i o n : This was a remarkable 

congregation, unlike many of to­
day. Too many give a sigh of re­
lief when the benediction is given. 
Let us observe this moving scene 
for our edification.

I. A  Remarkable Congregation. We 
are “all here present.”
A. All were God-fearing.
B. All were church-conscious.
C. All were intensely concerned.

II. A  Reverent Congregation. “Before
God.”
A. A  solemn appointment.
B. A  serious occasion.
C. A  solicitous group.

III. A  Receptive Congregation. “To 
hear all things.”
A. Stirring pure minds.
B. Stimulating holy resolves.
C. Settling all confusion.

IV. A  Resigned Congregation. “Com­
manded thee of God.”
A. The source (from God).
B. The substance (truth).
C. The subject (righteousness).

C o n c l u s i o n : We can also experience 
such glorious revelations when our 
lives are in subjection to God’s will. 

— H e n r y  T. B e y e r , Jr. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Abraham’s Great Trial

S c r i p t u r e : Genesis 22:1-14
T e x t : God did tempt Abraham (Gene­

sis 22:1).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : Here is the trial of 

Abraham’s faith, whether it con­
tinued so strong, so vigorous, so 
victorious, after a long and steadfast 
walk with God. He had left his 
country, parents, proving he loved 
God better than his father. Now 
it is his son.
A. He had passed through many 

trials and hardships.
B. Perhaps he was beginning to 

think the storms had all blown 
over.

C. We shall never escape trials as 
long as we keep the harness on. 
Let us observe this time of test­
ing.

I. The Trial
God appeared and as formerly 
called him by name (Abraham), 
and like a good servant the reply, 
“Here am I.”
A. Perhaps Abraham thought God 

had come to give me more 
promises.
1. Instead and in short, com­

mand, “Abraham, go kill thy 
son.

2. Even the tone of the lan­
guage tends to be aggravat­
ing.
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B. The person to be offered. “Take 
now thy son.”
1. Not thy bullock or thy lambs. 

How gladly Abraham would 
have parted with them by 
the thousands to redeem 
Isaac!

2. “Thine only son Isaac.”
a. Not an adopted son.
b. Not Ishmael, who had 

been recently cast out.
c. No substitute. Isaac, the 

son of thy old age.
C. The place was Moriah—three 

days’ journey, that he might 
have time to think. The act 
must be deliberately done.

D. The manner, a “burnt offering.” 
He must not only kill his son 
but offer him a sacrifice, kill 
him devoutly, kill him by the 
rule, with all the pomp and 
ceremony, with all the com­
posure and sedateness of mind.

II. The Difficulties He Broke Through
in the Act of Obedience
A. It seemed against an antecedent 

law of God which says, “Thou 
shalt not kill.”

B. How could it be consistent with 
the natural affection and love 
for his son? Not only murder, 
but of the worst kind—his own 
flesh and blood.

C. God gave him no reason for it. 
When Ishmael was cast out, a 
just cause was given which sat­
isfied Abraham. Not so here.

D. How could this be consistent 
with the promise, “ In Isaac shall 
thy seed be called” ?

E. How could he ever look Sarah 
in the face again, returning with 
blood-sprinkled clothing?

F. What would the Egyptians, 
Canaanites, and Perizzites, his 
neighbors, think? These and 
many other objections un­
doubtedly came to mind.

III. Another Sacrifice to Be Provided
in Place of Isaac
A. The question of Isaac. “Behold 

the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” (v. 7)

B. The answer was forthcoming. 
“My son, God will provide him­
self a lamb for a burnt offer­
ing” (v. 8).
1. Came to pass (v. 13).
Faith and obedience result in 
assurance.

IV. The Over-all Purpose (vv. 11-13)
A. It wasn’t Isaac that God really 

wanted.
1. Primarily.
2. Secondarily God was to use 

Isaac.
B. It was Abraham that God 

wanted.
— R u s s e l l  J. L o n g  

Cambridge, Ohio

W hy Are You Here?

I n t r o d u c t i o n : An imaginative inter­
view with five residents of hell
(not a personal interview)

I. Rich Man, Why Are You Here?
A. Because I received good things 

in my lifetime and shared them 
not with the poor (Luke 16:25).

B. Because I waited to do my 
praying in hell instead of on 
earth (v. 27).

C. Because I failed to witness to 
my brothers and left it for 
others to do (v. 28).

II. Pilate, Why Are You Here?
A. Because I desired Caesar’s 

friendship above Christ’s (John 
19:12).

B. Because I attempted to appease 
the Jewish law rather than my 
own conscience (19:7; 18:38).

C. Because I delivered a robber in­
stead of the Saviour to my 
people (18:40).

III. Judas, Why Are You Here?
A. Because I craved gold more 

than the approval of God (Mat­
thew 26:15).

B. Because I kissed for the blood 
of betrayal and not for the love 
of affection (26:49).

C. Because I hanged myself in­
stead of lifting up Christ (27:5).
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IV. Ananias and Sapphira, Why Are
You Here?
A. Because we kept the money for 

ourselves which belonged to 
God and the Church (Acts 5:2).

B. Because we lied to the Holy 
Ghost, in order to hide our 
guilt (5:3).

C. Because we joined together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord, 
and failed our brothers and sis­
ters in the Church (5:9).

C o n c l u s i o n :

For the rich man it was too late to 
witness.

For Pilate it was too late to change 
friends.

For Judas it was too late to deter­
mine values.

For Ananias and Sapphira it was 
too late to pay their tithe.

O nly one life— ’twill soon  be past.
O nly w hat’s done for  Christ will 

last.
— L e o n a r d  N e w b e r t  

M illinocket, M aine

“ His”

T e x t :  . . .  Y e  are not you r  oivn . . . 
F or  y e  are bought with a price  
(I Corinthians 6:19-20).

In tr o d u c tio n : One of life’s greatest 
thrills came last August when I 
attended the district N .Y .P .S . con­
vention. What meant most was the 
huge banner with blazing letters, 
“ H IS ,”  under which our text was 
inscribed.

The Christian way is certainly 
not a life of happy-go-lucky self­
ishness. The world is in essence 
completely selfish. Every crime and 
sin of humanity springs from this 
one root.

The Christian life is diametrically 
opposed to this concept of living.

It is totally selfless. There is no 
better way of illustrating this than 
to use the Master’s illustration re­
garding marriage. The ideal mar­
riage stems from this selfless 
devotion to each other.

I. “Ye Are Not Your Own.”
A. If not your own—whose? God’s! 

1. Paul is speaking of some­
thing more than lip service.

B. If we are owned by Him, 
then . . .
1. He operates our ideals.
2. He controls the motivating 

forces in us.
3. He controls the use of our 

time.
a. Our work especially for 

His kingdom.
b. And He controls our 

leisure time too.

II. Why This Unique Relationship? 
“Ye Are Bought with a Price.”
A. To understand this we must 

understand man’s position re­
garding God’s holiness.

1. God created.
2. God filled with Spirit and 

soul.
3. Endowed with the ability 

to love God in return.
4. But man sinned, lost his 

estate.
B. Word “redeemed” means to buy 

back. That’s what God does for 
us.
1. Illustration. Story of little 

Canadian lad who made a 
little boat. It was a very 
long and tiresome work of 
art. He placed it in creek, 
and rapids carried it away. 
He located it in a pawnshop. 
Worked hard to make money 
to buy the boat he built. 
“Little boat, you are twice 
mine: once because I made 
you, and now because I paid 
a price for you.”

2. God has paid a much greater 
price for you and me.

III. Being Redeemed by This Price 
Brings Responsibility as Well as 
Privileges.
A. Found the best to be had.
B. Cannot keep it to ourselves.

— P o w e l l  W y a t t  
M erigold , Mississippi
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j j j  b o o k : b r i e f s

Nazarene Ministers’ Book Club Selection 
GOD— HERE AN D  NOW!
George K. Bowers (Warner Press, 1961, 144 pages, cloth, $2.95)

Your book editor must confess that books strike him in a wide 
variety of ways. Some have incisive thought content. Others are 
profound in their basic research. And then there are others that 
sparkle like sunshine on dew-ladened grass.

God—Here and Now! is in the latter class. I read the book and 
felt like a berry picker in well-laden bushes. Every bough I lifted 
was fairly heavy with fruit. In this book, scarcely a page but is 
blessed with some striking, sparkling quotation or illustration. In 
this one book I was able to discover for myself well over one hun­
dred choice quotes and bits of illustrative material that are fresh 
and brief.

As I read this book I said to myself, This author must have a 
card file as long as his arm, of gleanings from a wide background 
of reading before he ever started to write. My prayer was this:
I pray that he will not write another book until he can do it as 
well as this.

This is basically a series of thirteen brief messages on the reality 
of God’s presence in various aspects of life. The outlines of the 
messages are good, but hardly superior. The illustrative material 
makes the book a must for the preacher who is searching for fresh, 
attractive illustrative material.

M EAT FO R MEN
Leonard Ravenhill (Bethany, 1961, 144 pages, cloth, $2.00)

This is Leonard Ravenhill’s second book. His earlier book, Why R e­
vival Tarries, had a tremendous impact upon a wide reading public. Of 
his earlier book Paul Rees said: “There are many books that shine, 
there are few that shatter. It is this manner of book we have in Why R e­
vival Tarries.”

In this second book, Meat for Men, the author continues a similar 
style of probing, searching, scorching. One reviewer of the book said, 
"Meat for Men is exactly what the title implies; only those Christians 
who are ‘men,’ or want to be ‘men,’ will approve of this diet.” It is a 
series of twenty-four very brief discussions of the various aspects of 
deep spiritual life.

Leonard Havenhill looks at modern-day revivalism with a certain 
sense of pessimism, which perhaps could be delineated as a dark-hued 
realism. The reading public which read his earlier book with distinct 
pleasure will find pleasure in this one. It is perhaps not quite as good 
throughout, but it is certainly a book worthy of prayerful, careful reading.
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DISORDERS OF THE EM OTION AL AND SPIR ITU A L LIFE
W. L. Northridge (Channel, 1961, 128 pages, cloth, $3.00)

The author is a British pastor who has had wide experience in the 
area of counseling and is highly respected as a Christian psychiatrist. In 
this book, which is rather expensive, there is a careful discussion of the 
disorders that he has discovered in his ministerial life. The thing that is 
rather astounding is the impression that one gathers that nearly every 
person he dealt with turned out to be neurotic in one way or another. 
One inclines to get the gloomy impression that there are very few normal, 
sane people to be met any more.

I am sure, however, that the author, by picking out the cases of dis­
order in his ministry, overlooked the vaster number of fine, normal 
Christian persons who didn’t get any mention in his discussion.

This is a careful discussion of the disorders, but it is a strong plea 
for counseling. To your book editor he seems to lean a bit away from 
a blunt spiritual approach. It is our personal feeling that Christ can do 
a lot of things in direct contact with the human heart that can’t be done 
in any counseling chamber. There are some unfortunate references to 
revivalism and denominationalism. On the whole, we feel that it is a 
better delineation of the disorders of the emotional and spiritual life than 
it is a handbook of remedies.

THE SEARCH FOR M EANING
A. J. Ungersma (Westminster, 1961, cloth, 188 pages, $4.75)

This would be classified as distinctly an advanced book for those in­
terested in such counseling areas as psychotherapy. The book, in fact, 
says it is dealing with that frontier land of phychotherapy, religion, and 
the human self wherein extensive explorations are being conducted today. 
It is addressed to doctors of medicine, phychiatrists, ministers, and students 
who are concerned with new approaches in psychotherapy.

In Vienna, Viktore Frankl has become an outstanding name in the 
area of religious psychiatry. This book is a decidedly technical study of 
this man’s theories, and those who would be interested in this volume 
must certainly first have had a wide training in counseling, or else the 
book will lead him into a maize. It is decidedly heavy going for the 
average minister and more money than he would want to expend unless 
he is prepared for the type of heavy, ponderous thinking which it brings 
to him.

THE CO N TE XT OF DECISION
Gordon Kauffman (Abingdon, 1961, 124 pages, cloth, $2.50)

This is intended to be a theological study of the basis of Christian 
ethics. It is a series of lectures known as the Menno Simons Lectures 
given at Bethel College (Kansas). They are quite specifically related to 
the Anabaptist-Mennonite history and development. The author is associ­
ate professor of theology at Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville. His 
approach to Biblical material is quite liberal. His presentation is heavy 
and smacks strongly of the academic. The reader who has had a wide 
background in philosophy would gather some distinct value from it, but 
for the average reader it would be of dubious value.
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