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t h e E D I T O R  

VIII. Wesley's Contribution to Protestant Worship

T n  d i s c u s s i n g  the trends of the Prot- 
estant Reformation as reflected in 

patterns of worship, we attempted last 
month to point out the three distinct 
movements characterized by the terms 
conservative, moderate, and radical. 
These were represented by the Angli­
can and Lutheran; the Calvinist and 
Reformed; the Congregational, Bap­
tist, and Quakers, respectively. In 
this outline of the changes in worship 
brought about by the Reformation, 
we gave only casual reference to the 
Methodist tradition. This was omitted 
for two reasons: first, because of the 
difficulty of fitting it exclusively into 
one of these three movements and, 
second, because we wanted to give it 
special attention due to the closeness 
with which the founder of Methodism 
is linked to our own heritage. Let us 
give this study over to Wesley’s in­
fluence upon the Protestant concept 
of worship.

Methodism, of course, had its be­
ginnings within the framework of the 
Anglican church, John Wesley being 
an Anglican clergyman until the time 
of his death. Because of this it could 
be said that in some respects the roots 
of this movement were within the 
very conservative phase of the Refor­
mation. It is true also that Wesley 
adhered in certain ways to the Book 
of Common Prayer and to the Articles 
of Faith of the Anglican church. He 
was loyal to the Church of England 
insofar as his own conscience before 
God would allow and always consid­

ered the church as one of his tests of 
authority.

It would be expected from these and 
other related facts that Methodism 
would have been listed among the 
conservative groups with respect to 
the reformation of worship. How­
ever, this is not the case. In many 
ways Methodism could well be listed 
near the other extreme of Protestant 
worship along with the Quakers and 
independents who broke completely 
from the liturgical patterns. Of 
course, it is not possible to trace with 
full accuracy the steps whereby the 
development of Protestant worship 
came about. We can, however, point 
out a few influences which issued out 
of Methodism which salvaged it from 
being an offshoot of Anglicanism and 
which put it toward the front along 
with the “ free” churches in the refor­
mation of worship.

1. Certainly one of the first in­
fluences had to do with the places 
where the followers of Wesley met 
for their services. Soon after Wes­
ley’s experience at Aldersgate the 
pulpits of the Church of England be­
gan to be closed to him. Again and 
again he would go to a city to preach, 
only to find that he was prevented 
from using the parish church. This 
meant that if he was to preach at all 
he must improvise. And so he went 
to the squares, the open places, the 
gathering places at the mines, and the 
like. As was the case with the early 
Reformed churches, the early Meth­
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odists were forced to worship God 
without the accruements of the stately 
church. This meant that, while Wes­
ley would carry certain phases of the 
liturgy with him, such as prayers and 
readings, the services which were the 
real beginnings of Methodism were 
realistic in terms of human need and 
human reactions. This did much to 
shape the pattern of worship which 
evolved within the new movement.

2. In addition to these preaching 
services, which in certain minor ways 
did have similarities to the worship 
services of the mother church, Wesley 
inaugurated the “ class meetings,” 
which were much less formal and 
which had to do with personal testi­
monies and with spiritual diagnosis. 
In some ways these were of the same 
type of public meetings and had the 
same effect on the over-all concepts 
of worship as did the “prayer meet­
ings” of the pre-Reformation days 
within the Roman church. These in­
formal gatherings for prayer opened 
up in the minds of priests and people 
the possibility of worship apart from 
the offering of the Eucharist and the 
practice of other of the liturgical 
forms which were a part of the regular 
services. Wesley’s type of class meet­
ing, then, served to take the Methodist 
farther and farther away from the 
liturgy of the Anglican church.

3. It must be said also that, while 
it is not possible to trace the exact 
course, the Methodists were greatly 
influenced by the Puritan ideas of the 
day. It will be remembered that the 
Puritans came from several ecclesi­
astical backgrounds, some coming 
from one and some from another 
church. But all Puritans agreed that 
the forms, symbols, trappings, and 
even the Prayer Book of the Anglican 
church must go. While at its height 
earlier, this influence had not worn 
itself out at the time Methodism was 
on the rise in the mid-eighteenth cen­

tury. Without doubt the break which 
Wesley made with the Anglican 
church at the points of reality in re­
ligion and experiential salvation re­
flected also in a simplicity in the wor­
ship services.

4. Wesley had much in common 
with the Puritans. His emphasis on 
simplicity— in dress, in conduct, in 
mode of living—was a part of what he 
believed the true Christian should be. 
He forsook the elaborate dress of the 
Anglican clergy, choosing that which 
was patterned more nearly after the 
“ Geneva gowns” of the Puritans. He 
followed the rigorous discipline which 
he had learned from his mother, and 
counseled his preachers and his people 
that they should be frugal and simple 
in their wants. All of this tended to 
strip religious exercises from the 
pomp, the unreality, and the show 
which were so much a part of his 
parent church.

5. Furthermore, the evangelistic 
atmosphere of the Methodist services 
did not lend themselves to the liturgi­
cal or formal approach to religion. 
Here the preacher was more con­
cerned with proclaiming the gospel 
of salvation to the religiously disin­
herited and in getting people to accept 
the provisions of God’s grace than he 
was in pressing through a particular 
liturgical pattern with worship as an 
end in itself. This, coupled with the 
fact that so many of the services were 
held in places ill suited for formal 
worship, led to a very practical type 
of meeting without the trappings and 
with a minimum of ritual.

6. While all of the churches arising 
out of the Reformation lifted the con­
cept of the preached Word, with the 
Methodists it carried its own em­
phasis. The Presbyterians and Con- 
gregationalists turned to the more 
scholarly and profound teaching of 
the Word and hence became noted for 
their highly educated ministry. The
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Methodists, however, in a manner 
similar to the Baptists, equally de­
sirous to uphold the primacy of 
preaching, gave emphasis to the sav­
ing power of preaching the Bible. 
Their emphasis, then, was evangelical, 
accompanied by the call to make de­
cisions for Christ. This type of min­
istry did not lend itself to the ritualis­
tic service; it fitted more closely to the 
informal service, the free, the extem­
poraneous. In a sense the Methodist 
message and method of preaching 
were out of tune with the type of 
services in which Methodism was 
born.

7. It must be said also that the 
Methodist emphasis on experience, 
upon the testimony, upon the personal 
declaration of praise for the work of 
God wrought in the heart did much 
to informalize the services. Some 
have called these “ emotional.” Wes­
ley himself warned his people again 
and again against “ enthusiasm,” or 
fanaticism as we would call it today. 
In any event, the spontaneous expres­
sion of God’s grace on the part of the 
worshipers would hardly find a place 
in the set liturgical service. It was, 
indeed, more like the spontaneous 
worship of the early New Testament 
Church. While the worship of the 
Quakers took the more quiet, medi­
tative turn, in a great sense at this 
point the Methodists and the Quakers 
were alike— they were both depend­
ing upon the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit to direct the heart of the in­
dividual worshiper as he came to the 
house of God. This, indeed, is one of 
the hallmarks of Protestant, “ free” 
worship.

8. Again, Wesley’s use of “ lay” 
preachers would tend to make the 
services of the Methodists non- 
liturgical. While he was criticized 
roundly for this step by members of 
the clergy, nevertheless he knew that 
if he was to have men to minister to

the growing congregations he must 
follow through on the practical plan 
of using lay ministers. These men, 
not authorized at first to fulfill the 
duties of the full clergyman, never­
theless did lead congregations in wor­
ship. The limitations which they of 
necessity imposed on the formal acts 
of worship were projected into what 
became the more common and ac­
cepted pattern of worship of the peo­
ple called Methodists.

9. It must be kept in mind, also, 
that one of the greatest influences 
which arose out of Methodism, which 
tended to simplify worship, and which 
made it the great “ church of the com­
mon man,” came from the American 
church. John Wesley revised the 
Book of Common Prayer for the use 
of Methodists in America. This was 
adopted by the Americans in their 
conference of 1784. But by 1789 it 
was declared to be optional and by 
1792, or within eight years, it was not 
mentioned. As a result, liturgy was 
retained within American Methodism 
only in connection with the more for­
mal rituals— marriage, baptism, the 
funeral, and the like. The regular 
services of the Methodist church since 
early in its history in America have 
been quite after the pattern of the 
“ free” churches. Several reasons 
have been given for this decided shift 
of pattern. Probably the spirit of the 
American Revolution was felt within 
the church circles. Young Americans 
were ready to break with forms of 
worship created in the Old World just 
as they were anxious to break with 
forms of government. Also the rigors 
of the frontier, the log churches, and 
the primitive atmosphere of worship 
lent little which would be conducive 
to a highly formal service. Beyond 
this was the fact that the preachers 
were accustomed to extemporary 
prayers and the people were accus­
tomed to spontaniety in their wor­
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ship, and hence it was not easy for 
them to adopt a cut-and-dried order 
of worship. Perhaps, also, there were 
some feelings which arose with re­
spect to lines of authority within the 
church which caused the American 
Methodists to strive for independence 
both in government and in worship.

In any event, Methodism has made 
a vital contribution to the history of 
Protestant worship and that contri­
bution has been in the direction of the 
less formal, the “ free” type of wor­
ship. The thrust of the traveling 
evangelists planted churches on the 
cutting edge of every advancing fron­
tier on the new continent. The force 
of Methodist evangelism did much to 
spark the general revivals of the mid­
nineteenth century. Religion for the 
common man was not only the theme 
of Wesley’s ministry but was cap­
tured by the church which he fos­
tered, and has been carried around 
the world during these nearly two 
hundred years. Throughout the his­
tory of Methodism, in crossroads 
chapels and in city cathedrals, wor­
ship has felt the impact of this sim­
plicity and this vibrancy. While the 
trend of Methodist worship today is 
back toward the church which gave 
her birth, she can never deny the 
heritage which has been hers and 
which she in turn has given to the 
“ free” church movement within Prot­
estantism.

(To be continued)

A Man and His Creed
T t  i s  d o u b t f u l  that a  mature man 

can be successfully separated from 
his creed. Perhaps in one’s early life 
it might be said of one that he makes 
his creed; but once he has so done, 
the creed returns the compliment and 
begins its thorough task of making 
the man. So much so that it is pos­

sible for us to look at the man who 
has lived the greater part of his life 
and tell from that life the worth and 
validity of the creed by which he has 
lived. The fruits of a doctrine cannot 
be hidden; they hang, for all to see, 
from the life of that one who has lived 
by that doctrine.

The year 1960 has seen the Church 
of the Nazarene honor one of her great 
men, the man who for the past twelve 
years has served as editor of the 
Herald of Holiness, denominational 
weekly paper. He is Dr. S. S. White, 
whom we have chosen to feature this 
month, setting aside the plan of 
featuring contemporary ministers of 
varying groups. As was pointed out 
at the birthday anniversary celebra­
tion when he reached his seventieth 
birthday, he has distinguished himself 
not alone as an editor but as an 
author, a teacher, and a preacher.

Dr. White is also a man, who, per­
haps more than most who live their 
threescore and ten years within the 
church, has identified himself with the 
distinguishing doctrine of his church 
— the doctrine of entire sanctification 
or heart holiness. We might well 
turn to this man and ask him why this 
doctrine is valid and why he has 
taken it as the theological, philosophi­
cal, and ethical answer to the course 
by which men should live. Indeed, 
Dr. White and this doctrine have been 
inseparable. We could as well try to 
imagine the sky without its blue as to 
think of this man without this creed. 
He has lived his mature life to this 
day preaching it, teaching it, explain­
ing it, arguing for it, writing about it, 
testifying to it, living by it.

We might just as well turn to the 
doctrine and ask, What sort of man 
is this whom we honor? Indeed, the 
life of Stephen S. White stands as one 
of the great evidences of our time that 
this doctrine of heart holiness is valid.

— T h e  E d i t o r
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The Preaching of Stephen S. White

By James McGraw*

T  EARNING HAS DONE for Dr. S. S.
White what certainly it should 

always do for men. The humility of 
mind and spirit for which he has 
always been known . . . has only been 
deepened and sweetened by a lifetime 
of diligent pursuit of knowledge.”

What greater tribute could be paid 
a man than this? And what could be 
said of Stephen S. White that would 
more definitely and specifically char­
acterize him in the estimate of those 
who know him as a preacher? And 
who could have expressed it better 
than General Superintendent G. B. 
Williamson, who spoke these words on 
the occasion of the seventieth anni­
versary of this man whose life has 
been “ sweetened and deepened by a 
lifetime of diligent pursuit of knowl­
edge” ?

The preaching of Stephen S. White 
reflects the results of his pursuit of 
knowledge, and it does more. It dem­
onstrates the truth that a man need 
not sacrifice one iota of his evangelis­
tic zeal while he is engaged in that 
pursuit! Editor of the Herald of Holi­
ness for a period which, by the time 
of his retirement, will equal that of 
any editor in that paper’s history; 
educator in five of the educational 
institutions of his church during his 
long and versatile career; pastor of 
various churches including Canton, 
Ohio, First Church, which was and is 
one of the strongest churches in its 
area— all this does not tell completely 
and fully the story of S. S. White’s

♦Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary. 

August, 1960

contribution to his church and the 
Kingdom. For he is first and fore­
most a preacher, and furthermore is 
an evangelist!

During many of the summers he 
was connected with one of the col­
leges where he taught, or while he 
was professor of systematic theology 
at Nazarene Theological Seminary, he 
held camp meetings, revivals, conven­
tions, and evangelistic crusades of one 
type or another. Since 1948, when he 
assumed the editorship of the Herald 
of Holiness, he has been engaged fre­
quently in revivals and camp meet­
ings, taking his “ office” with him in 
his brief case, writing editorials as 
ideas rushed in upon him, keeping in 
close contact with his office editor, 
Miss Velma Knight.

One might think such paragraphs 
as the following were taken from 
Finney’s sermons, or from Whitefield 
or Moody, or even from Billy Graham. 
But it is a quotation from Stephen S. 
White’s sermon “ The Responsibility 
of Moral Sovereignty” from the text 
in Joshua 24:15: “ Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve.” In this 
evangelistic message he says:

“ There is too much at stake for you 
to hesitate or procrastinate. Today 
‘is the day of salvation.’ ‘Now is the 
accepted time.’ Tomorrow may be 
everlastingly too late! Arise, O man, 
and exercise at once the prerogatives 
of thy moral sovereignty! Decide at 
the present moment for God and 
heaven! Wield thy golden scepter for 
truth and righteousness, and thus
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bring luster and radiance to thy royal 
purple, honor to thy kingly crown, 
and glory and majesty to thy imperial 
throne!”

Stephen S. White was born in Wal­
nut Springs, Texas, a small com­
munity near Waco, on January 25, 
1890. He is the next to youngest 
member of a large family, the son of 
Stephen S. and Sally (Stanton) 
White.

Converted in a Methodist revival at 
the age of fifteen, he received very 
little encouragement in his home 
church, and was not established in his 
faith until his college days in Peniel. 
It was there, during his first year as 
a student, that he was reclaimed. 
Later that same year he was sancti­
fied, and also called to preach. His 
first license to preach was issued by 
the Dallas District in 1908, and signed 
by Dr. B. F. Neely, his district super­
intendent.

It was in April of 1908 that he 
joined the Church of the Nazarene 
under Dr. Phineas F. Bresee. At that 
time, it will be remembered, Peniel 
was an interdenominational college, 
and the October merger, which is 
officially recognized as the “ begin­
ning” of the Church of the Nazarene 
as it is now known, was still a half 
year away from its exciting comple­
tion.

It was while a student in Peniel 
that Stephen White met the young 
lady who was to become his bride a 
few years later after he had completed 
his college and seminary training. 
This was Mary, the daughter of the 
beloved Dr. Charles A. McConnell, 
who made such a significant contri­
bution on the lives of his students in 
Bethany Nazarene College.

Dr. S. T. Ludwig, on the occasion 
of Dr. White’s annivei'sary celebration 
mentioned earlier, remarked in behalf 
of the Department of Education that 
S. S. White’s teaching responsibilities

“ took him to five of our educational 
institutions—Eastern Nazarene Col­
lege, Trevecca Nazarene College, 
Bethany Nazarene College, Olivet 
Nazarene College, and Nazarene The­
ological Seminary.” It was also point­
ed out that in two of these institutions 
—Trevecca Nazarene College and 
Bethany Nazarene College—he was 
the administrative president. A  total 
of forty years’ service has been given 
to God and the church in this vital 
ministry of higher education in the 
Church of the Nazarene by this man 
who has never lost his passion for soul 
winning nor his enthusiasm for evan­
gelistic preaching.

Catching some of this spirit of en­
thusiasm while a student in seminary, 
Norman R. Oke describes it in a 
paper entitled “ Teacher on Tiptoe.” 
He writes: “ The teachers of the Law 
in the Old Testament, and even Jesus 
in His days, ‘sat down to teach.’ It 
was the thing to do. It w*as distinctive 
of a pattern of thought in Bible times. 
But Dr. S. S. White did not subscribe 
to a sitting-down philosophy of class­
room teaching. In fact, if he had been 
forced by some sad misfortune to 
teach from a chair, I think the chair 
would have teetered off the stage. 
For he could not teach and even 
stand still— let alone sit still. Perhaps 
he would begin the session with his 
intellectual fever at room tempera­
ture. But by the time the truth began 
to seize his mind, he stood higher and 
higher. Finally, heels left the floor 
and from then on he taught on tiptoe.”

Oke attributed this spirit of enthu­
siasm to an “ unconscious reaction 
against casualness toward any great 
truths, especially those in theology.” 
Indeed there is nothing casual about 
Stephen S. White, in his teaching, in 
his preaching, or in any of life’s vital 
relationships, which he enjoys to the 
full extent of his capacity.
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The significant thing about all this 
is how he has kept it alive— this spirit 
of adventure, zest for life, enthusiasm 
for learning, zeal for evangelism. He 
has pursued his education in Peniel, 
at Drew, Columbia, Brown, Southern 
California, and Boston. He was grad­
uated from the University of Chicago 
with the Ph.D., and this was at a time 
when such a degree was not only 
scarce but sometimes became synono- 
mous in the minds of many “ liberal,” 
never with “ evangelistic” !

L. J. Du Bois, in a paper entitled 
“A Man and His Creed,” observes that 
Stephen S. White’s tenet has been 
from the beginning, “ The doctrine of 
entire sanctification is valid— scrip- 
turally, rationally, and experientially 
—and I shall seek by every means 
available to prove it so.” Perhaps 
this is the secret behind the warmth 
of soul, the consuming passion, and 
the redemptive emphasis of full sal­
vation that always have characterized 
the man and his preaching.

He has believed in holiness of heart; 
he has experienced it in his own soul; 
he has lived it, witnessed to it, enjoyed 
its blessings, found it satisfying, seen 
it stand the tests and strains of honest 
investigation and diligent study; and 
he has at every opportunity preached 
it and urged it upon his listeners as 
worthy of any price in human con­
secration and full surrender. Du Bois, 
commenting upon this emphasis in 
White’s theology, aptly suggests, “ If 
he were to receive an invitation to 
speak next Sunday, the chances are 
that he would preach on some phase 
of holiness.” He supports this asser­
tion with some facts and figures sug­
gesting the large percentage of Dr. 
White’s editorials which deal either 
directly or indirectly with this great 
theme. At least 40 to 50 per cent of 
all his editorial writing during the 
past fourteen years could be classified 
in this category!
August, 1960

Those who have listened to S. S. 
White find him to be a preacher who 
gains and holds their interest. He 
uses many illustrations, and they are 
“ good ones” ; that is, they make clear, 
in simple terms, the profound truths 
being proclaimed. They are “ win­
dows” throwing light upon the ser­
mon. One of his sermons, upon ex­
amination and analysis, shows at least 
eight illustrations. He uses two in his 
introduction, perhaps aware that the 
first few minutes are extremely im­
portant in establishing audience rap­
port and gaining the listener’s 
attention. He uses only one in the 
first of three divisions in this sermon, 
but uses four illustrations in the sec­
ond main division. Then only one is 
used in the third point, and a brief 
one is used in the conclusion. These 
are taken from a variety of sources. 
Some are from personal experience, 
some from the Bible, some from litera­
ture, history, and science.

His outlines are usually logical and 
easy to follow. In the sermon men­
tioned above, these divisions are as 
follows:

I. The worth of the thing for 
which we are responsible.

II. The possibility of forfeiting 
that responsibility.

III. The result of forfeiture.
In his sermon “The Sanctifying 

Sacrifice” (Hebrews 13:12), Dr. 
White uses a two-point outline, with 
several subpoints under each. His 
two main divisions are: (I) The Gen­
eral Emphasis of the Text, and 
(II) The Special Emphasis of the Text. 
In these two divisions he shows the 
meaning of Christ’s sacrifice in terms 
of its comparison with the Old Testa­
ment sacrifices for sin and unclean­
ness.

He considers himself more of a topi­
cal preacher than a textual or ex­
pository, although he has used all 
methods of sermon construction. He
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uses no notes in preaching, memo­
rizing the outline and speaking ex­
temporaneously. There are probably 
two reasons for this. He discovered 
in one of his psychology courses, while 
attempting to memorize nonsense 
syllables, that he had practically no 
“ rote” memory whatever. But his 
professor showed him that there is 
another type, called “ logical” mem­
ory. This type White has and uses. 
Few men, of genius stature, possess 
both types. Most people have one or 
the other but not both. Dr. White 
makes use of his “ logical” memory, 
once he gets fixed in his mind just 
how he is to proceed and where he is 
going with his sermon, to preach 
without notes.

Another reason may also help ex­
plain his favor of this type delivery. 
This is his “ closeness” to people. He 
preaches to their hearts and needs. 
He loves them, and is interested in 
them as persons. While a pastor he 
was known as one who called much 
in the homes of his people. A man

with this characteristic is not going to 
find it very satisfactory to read from 
a manuscript, or speak casually and 
calmly, or even, as Oke and other 
students learned, talk any other way 
than “ on tiptoe.”

J. Kenneth Grider, in a paper en­
titled “ The Whitean Theology,” key­
notes what may well be the secret of 
these qualities which cause the asso­
ciates of S. S. White to declare, as 
one of them recently did, “ In the 
thirty-two years we have worked to­
gether in one capacity or another, I 
have never had occasion to change my 
estimate of his stature except to revise 
it upward.”  Grider’s observation is 
that Dr. White “possesses the trans­
figuring experiences he talks about.” 

He talks about them—on tiptoe— 
and he possesses and lives them every 
day. Thus through the means of 
human personality, divine truth is 
communicated from God to men, and 
this is preaching such as has been 
done for fifty-two years by Stephen
S. White.

H O W  I  U S E  W E S L E Y ’S  “ W O R K S '

Immediately upon receipt of volume one, I began reading from the 
beginning. I read it through and am now in volume eight, pursuing the 
same course. I am reading with three objectives in mind: first, his heart 
hunger and lifelong search for God and His salvation; second, God’s continu­
ous revelation of himself and His truth to Wesley’s heart and mind, and his 
consequent sustained growth in grace; third, I am noting every reference 
he makes to holiness as a second work of grace and every record of any 
individual receiving this experience or already having found it.

— C o n t r ib u t e d  b y  L. B. M a t h e w s  
Columbia, Tennessee
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Murder! Is It Our Responsibility?

By Herman L. G. Smith*

T e x t : Romans 1:16
In an hour like this we sense our 

inadequacy and how helpless we are 
as the blood of an innocent child 
speaks of the violence and savagery 
of the depraved heart and sinful mind. 
I recognize something of the terrible 
sorrow that pierces the soul of the 
mother, Mrs. Lefurgey, and the grand­
parents of Lynne; for I am a father of 
four daughters, and a grandfather. 
My deepest and kindliest responses 
are radiated to these bereaved, and I 
have earnestly prayed to God for His 
comfort and sustaining grace.

As a congregation we sense a fel­
lowship of suffering with this com­
munity and we share a mutual feeling 
of great concern that upon these 
premises such an unspeakable crime 
should take place. We, in the words 
of Jonathan remonstrating with Saul, 
exclaim to the slayer, whoever he may 
be: “ Wherefore . . . wilt thou sin 
against innocent blood, to slay . . . 
without a cause?” This crime of per­
verseness and horror brings into sharp 
focus the facts of divine revelation 
as emphasized concerning the great 
truths of redemption in the gospel of 
Christ. In the light of the text: “ I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God

♦Pastor, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.”

I .  T h e  R e a l i t y  o f  S i n

The Apostle implies in this declara­
tion that he is ashamed of sin. Sin in 
the fallen race is universal and un­
predictable and apart from divine as­
sistance man is cursed and separated 
from God. He is defiled and full of 
evil thoughts and bent to evil. Isaiah’s 
description of sinful man is given in 
chapter fifty-nine: “ Your lips have 
spoken lies, your tongue hath uttered 
perverseness. . . . they trust in vanity, 
and speak lies; they conceive mischief, 
and bring forth iniquity. . . . their

The Sermon of the Month presented here is 
a digest of a m essage preached about 

a  year ag o  in Calgary, Alberta, First Church, 
by  her pastor. On Thursday of the previous 
w eek a little girl from the neighborhood w as 
enticed into the basement of the church by  a 
transient, criminally assaulted, and killed. This 
m essage, produced out of the horror and tur­
moil of that situation, is a prime exam ple of how  
a minister m ay, at strategic points in his life­
time, meet the needs of the hour. As a result 
of this m essage and the pastor's unwillingness 
to be complacent over the issues involved, he 
has been p laced on an important civic com ­
mittee to study morals in the community. Hats 
off to a  pastor w ho is taking his social respon­
sibility seriously. W e are in debt to Ponder 
Gilliland for calling this m essage to our at­
tention.

— Editor
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works are works of iniquity, and the 
act of violence is in their hands. 
Their feet run to evil, and they make 
haste to shed innocent blood: their 
thoughts are . . .  of iniquity; wasting 
and destruction are in their paths. 
The way of peace they know not; and 
there is no judgment in their goings:
. . . whosoever goeth therein shall not 
know peace.”

Then when the prophet Isaiah had 
shown the people their sins, they con­
fessed the true condition of their 
hearts to God in language like this:

. . we walk in darkness. . . . our 
transgressions are multiplied before 
thee, and our sins testify against us: 
for our transgressions are with us; 
and as for our iniquities, we know 
them: in transgressing and lying 
against the Lord, and departing away 
from our God . . . And judgment is 
turned away backward . . . for truth is 
fallen in the street . . (Isaiah 59: 9, 
12-14).

Included in this plight of the sinful­
ness is every man: “All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way” (Isaiah 
53:6). “ We are all as an unclean 
thing” (Isaiah 64: 6).

The New Testament also pictures 
the plight of man without the saving 
gospel of Christ. “All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). “ For we ourselves 
also were sometimes foolish, disobedi­
ent, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another” 
(Titus 3 :3).

The fact of the sinfulness of man is 
the background for the whole redeem­
ing scheme of God. How foolish is the 
Decalogue containing the command­
ments of God if there is no sin! How 
foolish is the Cross if no evil! How 
foolish the commission to preach, 
teach, convert, if there is no reality 
to the exceeding sinfulness of man!
10 (346)

Its depths can never be sounded, its 
consequence never be calculated, its 
form never predicted. And it is posi­
tively necessary that we recognize its 
reality lest we neglect the remedy! 
For “ how shall we escape, if we neg­
lect so great salvation?”

The greatest single hour determin­
ing a man’s destiny is when he faces 
up to his own depravity and sinful­
ness; when he becomes concerned 
about his sin and the judgment that 
must assuredly rest upon him for it; 
when he has tried to overcome by his 
own strength by turning over a new 
leaf, trying religion, trying even 
church membership, trying psychol­
ogy, trying good works— and all have 
failed; and he faces how desperately 
helpless he is apart from God’s saving 
power.

II. T h e  R e a l i t y  o f  S i n  D e m a n d s  
R e d e m p t i o n

Just as positively as the Bible pro­
nounces man a sinner, it announces 
Christ the Redeemer as his only hope 
of redemption. In the face of deprav­
ity and the judgment of sin, the gospel 
message is flung forth:

“ . . . repent ye, and believe the gos­
pel” (Mark 1:15).

. . Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31).

“ . . . Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you . . . for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

In response to this message of re­
demption through the Redeemer’s 
name, a godly sorrow for sin worketh 
a repentance unto salvation not to be 
repented of; a faith is generated by 
the Holy Spirit that takes hold of the 
blessed promises of salvation in 
Christ; a confidence rises toward the 
atoning blood of the crucified Son of 
God, who bore in His own body the 
sins of the world. And the moment
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that penitent soul accepts Christ as 
the all-redeeming Saviour and Lord 
of his life, renouncing sin and self, he 
becomes a new creature. Old things 
pass away and, behold, all things are 
new.

This newness of spiritual life is im­
perative; as Jesus taught Nicodemus: 
“Ye must be born again,” or you can­
not see the kingdom of God. The 
Apostle commands: “ Put off . . . the 
old man, which is corrupt according 
to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed 
in the spirit of your mind; . . . put on 
the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true 
holiness.”

What a contrast to man’s former 
depravity! In the place of lustful 
pursuit— “ Ye are clean through the 
word.” In the place of violence— 
tenderheartedness! In the place of 
cursing, there is praise to God. In 
the place of darkness— “ Ye are the 
children of the day,” having put on 
the armor of light, and “ . . . the Son 
of righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings” (Malachi 4 :2 ).

Without this redemptive process, 
without the Redeemer’s blood-bought 
provisions, without the Spirit of Re­
demption’s seal, there is no hope, say- 
eth my God, to the wicked. The 
awfulness of sin may be covered for 
a while. Thousands ignore this ter­
rible malady by substituting some 
lesser radical action than repentance 
and faith in the gospel of the atone­
ment of Christ and the fiery cleansing 
of the Spirit. But in trumpet tones 
the Apostle cries, “ There is none other 
name under heaven given among 
men” by which they must be saved 
except Jesus, the Saviour of the cross 
of Calvary. Faith in His gospel of 
conversion and purity is “ the power 
of God unto salvation.”

To all comes the glorious message 
of hope: Christ is the all-redeeming 
Saviour and provides redemption for

the sons of men. Through His blood 
we have remission of sins; through 
His Spirit we have release and cleans­
ing from its defilement and dominion; 
through His grace and power we are 
kept unto the day of full redemption 
and the first resurrection.

So in the face of sins committed, 
we have forgiveness through faith in 
Christ. In the face of sin’s contami­
nation, we have cleansing through 
consecration to the Spirit. In the face 
of sin’s contagion, we are kept until 
the day of the glorious appearing of 
Christ, the coming King, through the 
sustaining power of the gospel.

In the face of death, faith again 
rises to declare: “ O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin; 
and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

No wonder Paul was so positive in 
his declaration which constitutes my 
morning text: “ I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation.” He 
was ashamed of the sins of fallen men; 
he was ashamed of his own sins of 
horrible consequence, even consent­
ing to the murder of Stephen, breath­
ing out slaughters toward the early 
Christians, “being exceedingly mad 
against them.” But he had partaken 
of redemption in Christ by faith, and 
he testified concerning his remarkable 
conversion again and again.

Thus we see that this great con­
fession of faith concerning sin’s reality 
and the Saviour’s redemption carries 
with it . . .

III. T r e m e n d o u s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y

That responsibility is transferred to 
us today by a voice that cannot be 
silenced. For in the midst of us is 
the cry of innocent blood that con-
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demns our sinful ways: the sinfulness 
of man’s depravity, the sinfulness of 
society’s atmosphere, the sinfulness 
of sleeping churchmen, the sinfulness 
of prayerless Christians. The blood 
speaks so appealingly that the hardest 
heart is broken, and we exclaim, 
“ Who is sufficient for this?”

Some of us may attempt to sit back 
and try to explain this tragedy, as a 
psychologist studying human be­
havior. But when you have him 
classified and catalogued, what then? 
Some of you may attempt to blame 
the police. But we know by experi­
ence that the law is only a deterrent 
and not a remedy for evil men and 
their ungodly deeds. Besides, we may 
little realize how difficult is the as­
signment of law enforcement agents. 
What would our city be like if it were 
not for the measure of success these 
agents, our servants of mercy, render 
us while we oftentimes accept their 
work without gratitude?

Some people attempt to speak light­
ly of sin, but they are made speechless 
as the cry of this child’s blood turns 
the searchlight of the truth upon the 
reality of sin and its dire conse­
quences. While some may chatter and 
philosophize about this crime, we rec­
ognize that a tremendous responsi­
bility rests upon us, first as citizens 
of this community.

I speak to Calgary, to every citizen, 
agency, and church; to every busi­
ness; school; to young, to old; to the 
non-churchman and to the church­
man. We are responsible for the 
collective soul of this city. We are a 
part of the whole; each of us helps to 
make up the aggregation which totals 
the spirit and atmosphere of the great, 
growing, strategic city. We are re­
sponsible for the children playing in 
our yards, streets, and parks. We are 
responsible for their education, pro­
tection, and spiritual nurture.

Before God, we share in the con- 
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demnation that is ours as the blood 
of this child speaks, as did Abel’s 
blood cry unto God for recompense, 
for justice, for punishment, for re­
pentance and judgment.

We are condemned for every con­
tributing factor that produces crimi­
nals such as hide among us, for we 
allow literature to fill our newstands 
and bookracks that feeds the lustful 
desires of the depraved heart. Even 
on the youngsters’ level, one-third of 
the ten-cent comic books are filled 
with violence, killing, and horror ex­
perience depicted in word and picture. 
We allow that kind of movie to beckon 
our youth that magnifies sex, wanton­
ness, unfaithfulness, drunkenness, de­
bauchery. We allow men to be 
tempted by liquors that incite men to 
become like beasts; for it inflames 
passion, dulls judgment, robs of dig­
nity and respect.

Calgarians, this is your city! Your 
children live here— and in the name of 
self-respect, in the name of decency, 
and in the fear of God, we must build 
a clean city, we must rid our stores of 
the unholy, we must set that example 
that will be worthy of our youth 
which will follow us.

Therefore it is time to more care­
fully censor the screen; greater se­
lectivity of TV programs is impera­
tive. The Christian voice must be 
heard as it relates to civic affairs. 
Every church must rise to cultivate 
more carefully the Christian concept 
of life and our duty to God and man. 
And every Calgarian is involved; 
every man shares equal responsibility 
for a Christian community.

Some may say, “ Do not judge me 
as connected with the responsibility 
of these awful and devilish sins of 
violence and lust. My pet sin, my 
separation from the church is not one 
of opposition to God and things de­
cent.” You may say, “ Though I am 
not a Christian, I refuse to be classi­
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fied as a flagrant sinner or a con­
tributor to the downfall of society.”

But you do have responsibility at 
this very point. Indifference here is 
really an alarming sign, for sin in any 
form dulls the spiritual sensitivity. 
Sin, large or small, cuts the optic 
nerve of the soul and renders one 
incapable of moral decision, and spir­
itual perception is impossible. Horace 
Bushnell says, “ Respectable sin, in 
principle, is mother of the basest 
crime.” Only the Spirit of God gives 
spiritual discernment. With sin there 
comes an increasing stupidity con­
cerning man’s moral responsibility to 
man and God. Small sins cut away 
at the soul until it collapses from 
within.

To save our society each of us must 
save himself unto righteousness and 
Christianity. Paul in the context 
says, If men fail to glorify God and 
serve Him with thankful hearts, they 
will become vain in their imaginations 
and have darkness of soul. A  per­
sonal drift toward corruptness in­
volves others, for sin is contagious 
and accumulative.

Unless we respond to our duty and 
responsibility, it is an awful fact that 
men who know the demands of God 
and yet fail to heed them begin a 
process of degeneration; note Romans 
1:32: “ They which commit such 
things are worthy of death, [and] not 
only do the same, but have pleasure 
in them that do them.”

Every man that does not take his 
position on the side of decency, law, 
and order; and in righteousness, both 
civic and personal; justice, both so­
cial and individual; truth in govern­
ment and in the home; purity in at­
mosphere of the city and in his inmost 
being, is, in a measure, taking pleas­
ure in the sins that blight and damn 
society. Either to satisfy his own in­
dulgences, be they moderate or ex­
aggerated, or else to profit by the

traffic in such, men refuse to stand up 
and be counted on the side of right­
eousness. If we refuse to be among 
those who would repent of sin and 
seek the divine regeneration of the 
individual and society, we are weak­
ening the foundation of our Christian 
civilization.

I speak not only to Calgary as a 
city, on this week end when we are 
shocked by the cry of the innocent 
child’s death, but I speak to my own 
church. This becomes a solemn hour 
of mourning. This is a day of weep­
ing, for within our premises we have 
seen the marks of uncleanness that 
sank below the level of the brute. 
The proof of depravity and the des­
perate condition of man’s heart is 
written in blood on the floor before 
us. Does not this extraordinary wick­
edness prod us from any indifference 
or complacency about our mission? 
Does not this alarm any man who 
harbors any sin in his heart, lest that 
sin take on proportions unexpected?

This extreme expression of sin is 
but the overflow of that cancerous 
disease that eats away the soul of any 
man who remains apart from God and 
holiness. That most depraved profli­
gate represents the principle of sin in 
seed. What its proportions shall be, 
only the day of provocation will re­
veal. We cannot assume that we can 
ever take pleasure in any form of sin 
or the sins of others and not at the 
same time be guilty before God for 
the collective sins of society and the 
personal sin of our own lives.

If I am sternly stating facts, it is 
with the enforcement of sin’s awful 
consequence that shadows this sanc­
tuary. It was dedicated to God and 
His holy worship only three Sundays 
ago, dedicated to the salvation of souls 
and the preaching of the gospel of 
peace and joy. Shall we not vigor­
ously then proceed with our mission 
of redeeming men unto God in Christ?
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Shall we be but the more positive and 
definite about the exceeding sinful­
ness of sin? Shall we not with 
greater fervency gather boys and 
girls to teach them about Christ and 
the way of life that leads to the peace­
ful fruits of righteousness?

While the blood of this child speaks 
to condemn all sin and evil, it also 
speaks eloquently for the Christian 
mission; this slaying condemns all 
ease and slowness of churchmen; it 
urges us to a fervency not unlike that 
seen in Christ by the prophet: “ The 
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.”

Will you ever be the same? Dear 
people, covered with the grief of this 
tragedy, can we ever hesitate to be off 
to “ rescue the perishing, care for the 
dying; snatch them in pity from sin

and the grave” ? Let us translate the 
agony of this hour into a new con­
secration of service for the Christian 
Church. Let the pressure of this 
week end thrust us into an orbit of 
holy endeavor that shall encompass 
all of our responsibility to our chil­
dren and our children’s children, the 
children of our city, province, and 
nation; yea, of the whole world. For 
only Christ and the gospel can meet 
the reality of sin by His power of re­
deeming grace. Only in His redemp­
tion is there any hope.

To these issues let us pledge our 
undying devotion and with love 
aflame accept the demands of this re­
sponsibility, laid upon us by the gos­
pel of Christ, which is the power of 
God unto salvation.

The Right Kind of Wife

By E. E. Shelhamer*

Be thou an example of the believers 
(I Timothy 4:12).

1. A wife whose example stirs one up 
to pray.

2. One whose example inspires one to 
read the Word.

3. One who tries to understand her 
husband.

4. One who talks too little, rather than 
too much.

5. One who does not joke with men.
6. One who is not in the least jealous.
7. One who does not let her husband 

run in debt.
8. One who can make a tasty dish with 

leftovers.
9. One whose attire is not worldly, yet 

neat and plain.
10. One whose voice is not loud, but 

rich and persuasive.

♦Evangelist (deceased). 
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11. One who does not correct children 
in anger.

12. One who never pouts nor holds a 
grudge.

13. One who never answers back except 
with silent tears.

14. One whose example is to redeem 
the time.

15. One who does not gad about and 
repeat what she hears.

16. One who is not wasteful and ex­
travagant.

17. One who does not exaggerate when 
relating an incident.

18. One who does not nag, nor insist 
on her opinion.

19. One who is too dignified to take 
sides.

20. One who fills Solomon’s description: 
Proverbs 31:10, 15, 28, 30.
(P.S.—Read again and mark X 
where you fell short.)
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Synthesis of Medicine and Religion
By D. H. Robinson, M.D.*

The united effort of physicians and 
clergymen to treat the whole patient 
exists no longer in only one isolated 
part of the country.

Popularized in New York, the con­
cept has spread. The University of 
Chicago now has a chair of Religion 
and Medicine held by Granger E. 
Westberg, D.D.

In Boston’s Memorial Hospital, Dr. 
Andrew D. Elia, visiting obstetrician, 
is in charge of a program where 
clergymen of every faith and denomi­
nation spend twelve weeks in a 
course at the hospital. They act as 
orderlies and practical nurses, accom­
pany staff men on rounds, attend 
lectures by leading surgeons. Of the 
program Dr. Elia says, “ There is an 
increasing awareness in medical cir­
cles that religion plays an important 
part in the treatment of patients. 
There are situations dealing with fear, 
grief, resentment, loss of will or 
reason for living that have a profound 
physiologic effect on the course of 
illness with which the physician is 
sometimes hard pressed to deal.”

In all parts of the country similar 
courses increase the usefulness of 
doctor and minister.

Dr. Westberg reports that wherever 
he goes, to the University of Pennsyl­
vania Medical School, to Rochester or 
Iowa universities, the medical stu­
dents thirst for religion. Since his 
precedent-shattering appointment in 
1956, Dr. Westberg has taught the 
freshmen medical students and has 
elective courses for sophomores. He 
teaches varied subjects: the role of 
family illness, interrelationship of re-

♦Corte Madera, California.
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ligion and psychiatry, religious as­
pects of functional illnesses, problems 
presented by “ faith healers,” pre­
marital counseling, birth control, and 
other broad areas of morals in medi­
cine.

A  second part of Dr. Westberg’s 
work brings theological students into 
the hospital. He reports interest and 
results equally favorable in this 
group as with his medical students.

The third part of the University of 
Chicago program is a weekly confer­
ence where interns and student chap­
lains pair off to discuss cases from 
both medical and religious angles.

In the Boston center alone, ninety 
clergymen attended the twelve-week 
course in 1958. It is interesting to 
note that physicians involved in the 
program speak of it as “ training 
clergymen as useful allies.” While 
ministers look on the same course as 
“ integrating religion into medicine.” 
But both points of view reach the 
same conclusion—better treatment for 
the whole patient, mind, body, and 
spirit.

In most hospitals the clergymen 
spend the first two weeks as orderlies, 
usually on the public wards. The 
remainder of the course is divided 
largely between visiting patients, 
writing reports, and attending lec­
tures and clinical conferences led by 
men in either medicine or religion.

Who can point the finger at today 
or any age and say we have a back-to- 
religion movement? However, even 
in industry with elaborate medical 
programs, religion plays an increasing 
part.

Physicians engaged in helping 
troubled employees gain a better un­
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derstanding of themselves and their 
world of work, home, and play fre­
quently— if not always—must con­
sider the religious forces or the lack 
of them in their subjects. Industries 
seldom have chaplains. The physician 
or even the nurse has to act in this 
capacity. However, industrial health 
personnel are used to working with 
private physicians in the interest of 
the whole employee. It is not too 
difficult for them to turn to the use 
of the minister, the private physician 
of the employee’s soul, to treat the 
individual.

It would be premature to predict 
that industry will ever employ many

chaplains, although this is not un­
heard of. But it is no presumption 
to state that industrial health workers 
do integrate religion into their daily 
practice. Seldom do the industrial 
physicians get a chance to attend re­
ligious seminars slanted to medicine. 
The young men coming into the pro­
fession from the schools which incon- 
porate religion into the medical cur­
riculum will be better trained.

The movement to synthesize reli­
gion and medicine deserves wide rec­
ognition, and support of all interested 
individuals from both approaches to 
the whole man.

Sermon Contest— 1960
The 1960 Sermon Contest (see the June or Ju ly  

issues fo r details) w il l fea tu re  a devo tiona l sermon. 
The entries should be m ailed by September 30. W in ­
ners o f the 1959 contest, enjoying the ir aw ards fo r 
the ir w o rk  last year, are as fo llow s:

First Place: B. Leon Pelley
Shattuck, O klahom a 

A w ard : One year's Book Club selections

Second Place: Paul Hess
O rangeburg , South Carolina 

A w a rd : Six months' Book Club selections

Third Place: W arren Boyd
C algary, A lbe rta , Canada 

A w a rd : Three months' Book Club selections

W hy not fo llo w  through on tha t good resolution 
to subm it a sermon fo r consideration this year!
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The King's Business"

By J. Donald Freese*

S c r i p t u r e : I Samuel 21:2, 8-9
We as ministers are looking for new 

swords! Bigger . . . sharper . . . 
longer!

My comments here deal with the 
business end of the sword. But be­
fore we enjoy the luxury of new 
swords, new ideas, new methods, let 
us look carefully behind the ephod 
and rediscover some really important 
methods we have neglected. It could 
be that we are not using old Goliath’s 
sword.

The King’s business involves busi­
ness! Although we do not always 
enjoy the thought, much of business 
consists of making bills and paying 
bills.

Is there an easy way to pay our 
obligations? Probably not. One thing 
is sure, it is not always the prosperous 
man or the wealthy church that pays 
its obligations on time! In fact, often 
those who are most able become care­
less about the “ little” matters of bills 
and budgets! We often see the 
“widow” pay in advance of the big- 
time operator!

There are many slogans, cures, and 
prescriptions offered such as: “ Plan 
your work and work your plan” ; 
“The will to do is more important 
than ability” ; “ We can if we will” ; 
“The pastor is the key man” ; “ Cru­
sade for souls now.” But these will 
prove to be little more than “catchy 
slogans” unless we as leaders eat hal­
lowed bread, rediscover the hidden

* Pastor, Orlando, Florida.
**Paper, Condensed, from a Florida District 

Preacher’s Meeting.
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sword wrapped in cloths of doubt and 
disillusionment hidden somewhere in 
our priestly office.

I . B ig  B u s i n e s s

Nearly twenty years ago Roger 
Babson, noted economist, wrote: “The 
church is definitely on the way back; 
or if not, then civilization undeniably 
is on the way out! This restoration 
and expansion of the church requires 
that its business matters shall be ad­
ministered with business integrity. 
Adapt your church program to com­
munity needs, but keep it consistent 
with basic economics. Let enthusiasm 
have full place in your church activi­
ties, but guide it by some of the funda­
mental business principles.” 1

Some have suggested that every 
pastor should be required to take some 
basic courses in business administra­
tion, whether he likes it or not. We 
are businessmen! The level of the 
church’s business usually rises or 
falls, succeeds or fails, flourishes or 
fades according to the vision, super­
vision, and administrative care of the 
pastor.

Frankly, many of us are not econ­
omists! If one of us has a wife who 
is a good manager of finance he is 
doubly blessed. If we have a good 
church treasurer who pays the bills 
and budgets each month without a 
reminder, we are abundantly blessed! 
And if you have an active budgets

‘L. M. Spangenberg, Minding Your Church’s 
Business (Kansas City, Missouri: Beacon Hill 
Press, 1942). Used by permission.
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chairman or a finance chairman who 
actively assists in the fund-raising 
system of the church, brother pastor, 
check your pulse; you may have al­
ready been translated into the heaven- 
lies!

Dean Bertha Munro, now dean 
emeritus of Eastern Nazarene College, 
once said in a chapel talk: “ The hand 
of God will lead you where the finger 
of God has directed you!” Brethren, 
you and I have a divine assignment! 
We may not choose all that goes into 
being a pastor, but the whole job is 
ours by divine appointment—yes, 
even the budgets! We all have 
watched the loosely disconnected 
structure of the independent religious 
groups without district and general 
budgets. For a time they flourish 
like a flower and spread themselves 
like a “ green-back” tree. But my 
church is world-wide and will still be 
here for my children and grand­
children to enjoy. I multiply my in­
fluence by nearly half a million 
because I am a part of the entire 
church.

Budgets are not only necessary but 
they are good. They are my part of 
the total work of the Kingdom. All 
of us are tempted at times to spend 
the budget money on the local pet 
projects, but here again our treasurer 
has had his orders, and when I check 
the current balance the pet project 
must be financed in some other way. 
The budget money has been sent to 
either the district or the general 
treasurer. The King’s business re­
quired haste— district and general 
bills had to be met, you see. This is 
a part of my divine assignment. Just 
as I dare not misappropriate my per­
sonal tithe, neither should I mis­
appropriate my budget money!

Let me pause here a moment lest I 
should seem unreasonable. I believe 
this to be the conviction of our pas­
tors around the world. It is true that

in our church as of now there is a 
special set of circumstances based on 
a booming, missile-muscled economy 
in the heart of the greatest state on 
earth. But this does not set our 
financial policy. Whatever success 
our church has enjoyed, including the 
doubling of her total giving in the 
past three years, it is not based alone 
upon the development of the Van­
guard or the Bull-pup! New Testa­
ment sacrifice and generosity are most 
of the reason in my church and in 
yours as well. Even while I write 
this paper, at least six of my finest 
businessmen are praying for divine 
guidance through serious financial 
situations.

We are all so very human, especially 
when it comes to money. Maybe we 
have jokingly or seriously said: “ I 
wish I had his money,” or, “ I wish I 
could pastor that church.” The fact 
is, we would like to have the other 
fellows money-potential but not his 
problems!

The King’s business is a divine ap­
pointment, and it is too big for the 
best that is in us. Ordinary wisdom 
and ability are often shorthanded. 
Each of us must have the divine 
anointing of his priestly office. It 
must have divine enabling to admin­
ister the affairs of this holy office. 
This God has guaranteed. Failure 
then must be charged at least in part 
to too little and too late on the pastor’s 
account.

But God will not do for us what we 
can do for ourselves! God is our 
Banker, but we must make the de­
posits and write the checks. Some­
times all we have to deposit in the 
First Kingdom Bank is faith and right 
attitudes. But this currency is con­
tagious. For if we talk “ poor mouth” 
to our flocks, they will bleat “ poor 
mouth” back at us. If we talk cut­
backs and false economy to our 
crowd, they will echo our pessimism.
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If we talk unfair budgets and taxation 
to our band of colonists, they will 
start a new and exciting tea party. I 
believe when we talk faith, abund­
ance, graciousness, generosity, co­
operation, and team-talk to our 
people, they catch something from us 
and it is good.

Whatever we do, fellow pastor, let 
us not insult our Banker. As a rule 
we enjoy wonderful finance privileges 
for our church projects. Let us guard 
this with great care! But even more 
important is our credit at the King’s 
bank. For the King’s business we 
must often consult the King’s Banker. 
Dr. Norman Oke wrote recently in 
Come Ye Apart: “ It actually hap­
pened! A  minister went to the 
strongest bank in town to apply for a 
church loan. When the banker was 
sure of the need and the financial 
reliability of the church, he asked: 
‘How much do you want?’ ‘About 
three thousand dollars,’ the minister 
replied. With a haughty look and a 
chilled voice the banker replied that 
his bank made no loan for less than 
ten thousand dollars. The minister’s 
mistake—he had insulted his banker 
with an unworthy request.” It occurs 
to me that we should be most careful 
when we go to the King’s bank, to be 
sure that we include all the needs 
of the Kingdom business— including 
those budgets!

II. B i g  O b s t a c l e s

Brother David was on the horns of 
a dilemna. How totally unprepared 
he was— deprived of his weapons, and 
in a terrible hurry to do the king’s 
business! Like most of us, he was 
running at top speed, but ill equipped 
to do the job! This can be most frus­
trating.

Probably it is the “ how” of this 
budget business that puzzles us most. 
Is there not an easier way than the 
way I am doing it now, and if not

easier, at least more effective?
Before going into the subject of 

swords and weapons, let me quote 
and old, old proverb, maybe dating 
back to the days of the chariots of 
iron. “ It’s the wheel that squeaks 
that gets the grease!” One thing is 
certain, the pastor who is apologetic 
about the raising of funds for the 
Kingdom will never do his best by 
his budgets. We should never be 
ashamed to ask God’s people for God’s 
money to do God’s work. The only 
salesman who can sell is the salesman 
who has sold himself. We must not 
be ashamed either of the gospel or of 
the costs of the gospel. The world is 
willing to finance its program. We do 
the church an injustice if we fail to 
challenge it into the costs of pro­
moting God’s cause.

Now to swords, weapons, and time 
— In other words, tools. Every man 
must find his own tools, but the ideas 
of others are most helpful. It was 
Ahimelech, the priest, who brought 
the giant sword for David. It was 
there all the time, and had proved 
very useful to David before. He had 
simply forgotten it— even neglected it. 
There are tools, ideas, and suggestions 
which we can use in raising money 
for the church. Of all the tools we 
possess, time is the greatest value in 
this business of finance in the church. 
Ask your broker, your insurance man, 
or your banker and he will tell you 
this is true! We are prone to allow 
half of the year to go by before be­
ginning on our budgets. Thus the 
budgets will actually be double what 
they were when the Ways and Means 
Committee figured them at assembly 
time. For the budgets of the church 
are based on the weekly ability of our 
people to give.

The ten-month pay plan now used 
on most districts is a workable plan, 
if we work it. The “ 10 per cent” 
church idea is certainly scriptural.
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Let each department and auxiliary 
organization share in the “ 10 per cent” 
plan. The two big offerings at 
Thanksgiving and Easter have proved 
to be lifesavers in giving for general 
interests.

There is a bushel basketful of tools 
for stewardship being sent our way 
almost weekly from our denomina­
tional headquarters and, believe it or 
not, some of these ideas work! Other 
ideas too challenge our laymen, such 
as a laymen’s league, the “ first fruits” 
idea for rural and farming areas, and 
an emphasis on investments and wills 
including the church, etc., will help 
our people see the importance of 
money in God’s work.

III. It T a k e s  a  B i g  S w o r d

David said of the sword, and Go­
liath, “There is none like that; give it 
me.” Often we are frightened by the 
new, the uncharted, the experimental, 
the unfamiliar, that which requires 
change, and the gigantic.

David was not afraid to use a great 
sword. He knew that it would do the 
job, for it had worked before. He 
said, “There is none like that.”  In 
other words, it was the best tool avail­
able. The King’s business is big busi­
ness. It demands the best!

Really, our finance problems are not 
new! They are old giants with new 
Halloween faces! The only way to kill 
these giants is the same way we killed 
the old ones: get out the big sword, 
have big faith, and mainly just go at 
the job of giant-killing!

Any business that is as big as the 
King’s business needs more than just 
my personal attention. It would be 
a tragedy if the pastor paid all the 
bills. Most pastors have long ago 
passed by the minimum tithe. This 
is wonderful, but our people deserve 
the blessings of partnership in the 
King’s business. They should hold 
common stock also.
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Leonard Spangenberg, Nazarene 
author and economist, wrote:

“ Unless the pulpit stresses the in­
terest that members should take in 
church business, certainly no one 
else will. In many churches there 
are very capable individuals, well- 
versed in business, who take little 
interest in the temporal things, 
either because their advice is never 
asked, or because they think there 
are few if any business problems 
confronting the parish.

“ The quickest way to get people 
interested is to put them to work. 
Experience shows that churches 
with many workers usually make 
great progress. Where your heart 
is, there is where your mind is, 
certainly applies to church work. 
Whose business is church business? 
It is every member’s business, but 
it is the pastor’s and the official’s 
business to make the church busi­
ness every member’s business. No, 
I do not mean washing soiled linen 
in public, but a major portion of the 
church business should be public.

“Show me a church where the 
pastor, officials and members are 
all interested in the business of the 
church, and I will show you a 
church that is awake on Sunday, 
and alive the other six days.” -
The King’s business must always 

be governed by the highest ideals. 
Sometimes we indulge ourselves the 
privilege of asking why. Why budg­
ets? Why such high finance in the 
church? Why expansion programs? 
Why revivals with their high costs? 
Why home missions? The same an­
swer should always fly back at us 
without delay: “For the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls!” This is 
the purpose of it all. This gives pur-

-Ibld.
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pose to an otherwise burdensome pro­
gram! Dr. G. B. Williamson reminds 
us: “ There are souls in our goals.” 

Governed by adequate ideals and 
mobilized through effective methods 
and tools, we can win the battle of the 
budgets in a great co-operative en­
deavor. If we as pastors (first) and 
people (secondly) conceive of our 
place in the business of the King as 
being a part of one grand co-operative 
enterprise, this budget business will 
not grind us too much! In a co­
operative all are shareholders— each

member has an equal vote. Does not 
the holy Word tell us that we are 
joint heirs with Him?

It was God who loved and gave first. 
If we love enough we will give 
enough, even to cover the budgets. 
Love is the biggest sword of all.

None of us need to fail in our re­
spective church assignments, whether 
we be rich or poor, small or large, and 
have problems or no problems. We 
can under God find a way.

The King hath commanded me a 
business.

Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

Romans 9:6-13

F a i l e d

A  good example— among many— of 
the fact that a Greek word may be 
translated a variety of ways in English 
is found in the first part of the sixth 
verse. The King James Version 
reads: “ Not as though the word of 
God hath taken none effect.” The 
English and American revised ver­
sions say: “hath come to nought.” 
The Berkeley Version reads, “ fell 
short.” Weymouth, Williams, Good- 
speed, and Phillips all translate it, 
“has failed.” Moffatt and the Revised 
Standard Version read, “had failed.”

The Greek word is ekpeptoken, the 
perfect tense of ekpipto. The verb 
pipto means “ fall.”  The preposition 
ek means “ out.” So the compound 
verb has the meaning “ fall out, fall

from, fall off.” For this passage alone 
Abbott-Smith suggests “ fall from its 
place, fail, perish” 1; Thayer, “ fall pow­
erless, fall to the ground, be without 
effect” 2; Arndt and Gingrich “ fail, 
weaken.” 3 It appears that the best 
translation, as found in most modern 
versions, is “ failed.”

This verse, then, strikes a note often 
sounded in both Testaments. One is 
reminded of Isaiah 55:11— “ So shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereto I sent it.” Many 
of the psalms emphasize the unfailing 
character of the Word of God. Men 
may fail, but God’s Word will never 
fail.

♦Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary. 

August, 1960

1Lexicon, p. 141. 
-Lexicon, p. 198. 
L exicon , p. 243.
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S e e d F l e s h

The seventh verse speaks of “ the 
seed of Abraham.” There are no less 
than twenty-one passages in the New 
Testament that speak of Abraham’s 
seed. That fact highlights two great 
truths: the importance of God’s cov­
enant with Abraham, and the futility 
of trying to understand the New 
Testament without the Old Testament. 
We also find three references to “ the 
seed of David,” which reminds us of 
another great covenant. In seven 
passages “ seed” is used in a botanical 
sense, as we most commonly employ 
it today. In I John 3:9 there is a 
unique use of “ seed,” which is a study 
in itself.

The Greek word is sperma in every 
case. Liddell and Scott say that this 
term is found in Homer (oldest Greek 
writer) only once, in a metaphorical 
sense. They give as its first meaning: 
“mostly, seed of plants.” 4 But it is 
also used of the seed of animals. The 
Greek poets often use sperma in the 
sense of “ offspring.” That is its most 
common meaning in the New Testa­
ment.

But this use of “ seed” in English 
for “ offspring” is “now rare except in 
Biblical phraseology.”5 So, in spite of 
the fact that this rendering is retained 
in the English (1881) and American 
(1901) revised versions, it would seem 
that for modern readers it should be 
changed. The Berkeley Version uses 
“ offspring.” The Revised Standard 
Version has “ descendants.” The lat­
ter is probably the most understand­
able translation. And understanding 
of the Scriptures ought to be a major 
concern of every true Christian, and 
particularly of all preachers of the 
gospel!

4Lexicon , p. 1626.
cOxford English Dictionary, IX, 283.
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We have already noted that in 
Paul’s Epistles, and outstandingly in 
Romans, the term flesh is used in two 
senses: physical and carnal. In the 
eighth verse it is clearly the physical 
meaning which is employed. Paul is 
exploding the idea held by too many 
Jews of his day that being a physical 
descendant of Abraham automatically 
made one a child of God. Today chil­
dren of so-called Christian parents are 
apt to think that this fact guarantees 
them membership in the kingdom of 
God.

E l e c t i o n  

Here (v. 11) we come to one of the 
crucial ideas in Biblical theology. 
What is meant by God’s “ election” ?

The Greek word is ekloge. It is 
found only seven times in the New 
Testament (translated “ chosen” in 
Acts 9:15). Not surprisingly, four of 
these occurrences are in this section 
of Romans (cf. 11:5, 7, 28).

The noun comes from the verb 
eklego. This is composed of ek, “ out 
of,” and lego, which is translated in 
the King James Version most com­
monly (1,184 times out of a total 
1,343) as “ say.” 8

But this meaning is very rare in 
Homer and Hesiod (about seventh 
century B .C .) .7 Thayer gives as its 
first definition: “ 1. to collect, gather; 
to pick out. 2. to lay with, count 
with; to enumerate, recount, narrate, 
describe.” 8 Abbott-Smith says that in 
Homer the word means: “ to pick out, 
gather, reckon, recount.”9

That prepares us for the specialized 
meaning of the compound eklego, or 
eklegomai (it is always middle in New 
Testament). It means “ choose,” “pick 
out,” “ select,” both in the Septuagint 
and in the New Testament. Thayer

"J. B. Smith, Greek-English Concordance, p. 214.
!Arndt and Gingrich, op. cit., p. 469.
“Op. cit., p. 373.
“Op. cit., p. 265.
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writes on this word: “ Especially is 
God said eklexasthai those whom he 
has judged fit to receive his favors 
and separated from the rest of man­
kind to be peculiarly his own and to 
be attended continually by his gra­
cious oversight.” 10

When we turn to the noun ekloge 
we find that it means “ choice,” “ selec­
tion,” or, as a technical term, “ ele­
ction.” In the New Testament it is 
used only of the divine election, al­
though the verb is employed also in a 
general sense.

Sanday and Headlam have a good 
discussion of the expression “ the pur­
pose of God according to election.” 
They define it as meaning “ the Divine 
purpose which has worked on the 
principle of selection.” 11 They add: 
“These words are the key to chapters 
ix-xi and suggest the solution of the 
problem before Paul.” 1- Regarding 
the word “ purpose” they state:

“From Aristotle onwards prothe­
sis has been used to express pur­
pose; with St. Paul it is ‘the Divine 
purpose of God for the salvation of 
mankind,’ the ‘purpose of the ages’ 
determined in the Divine mind be­
fore the creation of the world.” 13 
On the Greek word ekloge they 

write:
“Ekloge expresses an essentially 

Old Testament idea . . . but was 
itself a new word, the only instances 
quoted in Jewish literature earlier 
than this Epistle being from the 
Psalms of Solomon, which often 
show an approach to Christian the­
ological language. It means (1) 
‘the process of choice,’ ‘election.’ ” 14 
They quote Gore as saying:

“The absolute election of Jacob,— 
the ‘loving’ of Jacob and the ‘hating’ 
of Esau,—has reference simply to

,0Op. cit., p. 197.
11Romans, p. 244.
'-Ibid.
™Ibid.
uIbid., pp. 244 f.

the election of one to higher privi­
leges as head of the chosen race, 
than the other. It has nothing to 
do with their eternal salvation.” 
Barrett comments thus on the latter 

part of the eleventh verse:
“Not works but faith leads to 

justification; not works but God’s 
call admits to the promise. These 
are different ways of expressing the 
same truth.” 15

E l d e r  o r  G r e a t e r ?

In the twelfth verse the Greek says 
literally “ greater” (meizon) and “ less­
er” (elasson). There are examples in 
Greek literature and in the Septuagint 
(Genesis 29:16) of the use of meizon 
clearly for “ older.” But Meyer favors 
the literal meaning, “greater” and 
“ smaller.” 18 Vincent agrees. He 
says: “ . . . the reference is not to 
age, but to their relative position in 
the theocratic plan.” 17 In the forty- 
four passages in the New Testament 
where meizon occurs, it seems never 
to mean “ elder,” though it is trans­
lated that way here by most scholars.

H a t e d ?

Rather obviously the term “hated” 
(v. 13) carries with it no idea of 
malice, but rather of moral antipa­
thy.18 Sanday and Headlam think the 
meaning should not be softened to 
“ love less” (cf. Matthew 6:24; Luke 
14:26). They wisely suggest: “But 
it is really better to take the whole 
passage as corroborating the previous 
verse by an appeal to history.” 19 It 
is true that the nation of Israel was 
blessed and Edom (Esau) cursed. 
But we believe God’s election was 
based on His foreknowledge.

,r’C. K. Barrett, A Commentary on the Epistle to 
the Romans “ Harper’s New Testament Commen­
taries" (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1957). 
pp. 182 ff.

"'Romans, p. 372. 
uWnrd Studies, III, 103- 
' sIbid„ p. 104.
,:tOp. cit., p. 247.
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TWO IMPORTANT PLANS VITAL TO T

As Introduced at the
"Prepare to Share" Library

PASTOR, now you can present a plan to your people that will be of lasting 
value to your entire church program.
Here in one handy unit is a portable library of twenty-five books, basic to the 
training and developing of sound Nazarene churchmen. Carefully selected by the 
office of Christian Service Training, together they provide the material neces­
sary to complete:
The Basic Training Program  for Church School W orkers The Registered Teacher Requirements 
The Basic Training Program  for Churchm anship The Qualified Teacher Requirements

So meaningful is

this library to the

growth of y o u r

church that its

price has been re­

duced to where

every church can

afford at least one

complete unit.

A $39.85
Value for

ONLY

$21.50
Shipping charges extra

A  person is saved and is interested in joining the church, or has just joined 
the church. The local director of C.S.T. w ould  take the book  Y ou  and Y our  
Church, b y  Dr. H arold Reed, and say,

“ Here is a book that w ill help you  understand the church. It gives background 
and doctrinal inform ation. If you  w ill study the book, fill out this study guide, 
and return it to me, you  w ill find it helpfu l; also you  will receive credit in our 
Christian Service Training program .”

Each unit contains the tw enty -five  basic books, tw enty -five study guides (one for each 
b o o k ), steel book  end, and leaflet o f suggested uses. Com pleting this unit is an attractively 
designed w ooden  bookshelf with a gray-tone, spatter-paint finish and “ Prepare to Share” let­
tering at top. A t back is a iy 2” -deep  pocket for keeping study guides. Size: 16%” wide, 
11” high, 8V2”  deep.

How it can work in your church . . . Order No. U-145

Introduce These Two Important Plans to Your Church R IG
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GROWTH OF YOUR LOCAL CHURCH

>th General Assembly
"Try Christ's Way" Emphasis

This coming fall has been designated by the Department of Evangelism as a 
special period of intensive evangelism with the thrilling challenge to Naza- 
renes the world around to witness to two million needy souls.
To help make this a reality, specific “ tools” have been prayerfully and thought­
fully prepared. Use them in your local church as an effective and timely means 
of winning the unsaved.

H aveyav
trw4.*f c H W s r s w r

T H V C H K -

TRY CHRISTS WAY
THE CHURCH— WINNING SOULS
By V. H. LEWIS. A forceful book by one whose 
daily living exemplifies his great passion for 
souls. To be used in a church-wide C.S.T. course 
to introduce and challenge every member to this 
all-important emphasis o f “ Evangelism First.” 
92 pages, paper.
Special C .S .T . discount on 6 or more, 80c each plus postage.

THE CHRISTIAN W ORKERS GUIDE
By V. H. LEWIS. Here is a soul winner’s tool that 
can be actually used while witnessing. Uniquely 
designed with stairstep pages for immediate ref­
erence to answers and scripture for any questions 
a seeker might ask on salvation and holiness. 
Pocket-size. 50c

C h u r c h u o f  the  N a z a r e n e

NOTE: For additional information on these two plans, 
consult special mailings sent to all pastors or write:

Have You Tried Christ’s W ay? TRACT
A prayerfully prepared, two-color, four-page 
folder to assist Nazarenes in witnessing to two 
million souls. Be sure to order a quantity at least 
seven times your membership. Size 3 x  6” . T-903 

WITH IM PRINT (minimum imprint order, 250):
250 for $3 .00 ; 500 for $4 .50 ; 1,000 for $7.00 

Allow two weeks for imprinting 
WITHOUT IM PRINT:

100 for 75c; 250 for $1 .50; 500 for $2 .50 ; 1,000 for $4.00

“Try Christ’s W ay” STREAMER
Something you’ll want to post throughout your 
church. Silk-screened on poster paper in a deep 
blue and “ da-glow ” pink. Size 29 x 5” .
U-65 50c; 6 for $1.00

“Try Christ’s Way” CAR STICKER
Another effective way of witnessing to your com­
munity. Strikingly designed with “ TRY 
CHRIST’S W AY” in “ da-glow ”  orange against 
a black background. Just peal off paper on 
back and it will stick to the bumper or window 
indefinitely.
U-66 25c; 12 for $1.80; 100 for $12.50

“Try” PIN
Urge everyone in your church to wear one of 
these eye-catching purple and white pins im­
printed with “ TRY.”  When one is asked what 
it means, it provides an excellent opportunity to 
witness. Size
PI-201 25 for 75c; 50 for $1.25; 100 for $2.00

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

A W A Y— Ali Material Ready for Immediate Shipment
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G I T J E E in s r  o f t n e  P A R S O N A G E ”

May she who in the parsonage dwells be radiant, poised, serene; 
And every moment of each day be every inch a queen!

Supplied by Ruth Vaughn*

Portrait of a Queen
She is lovely, delightful, and a 

Christian example. She has a humble 
spirit, a friendly smile, and a devoted 
life. She has proved her limitless 
understanding, her great capacity 
for love, and the beauty of living for 
Christ. She is Mrs. W. E. Albea, for 
seventeen years district superintend­
ent’s wife of the Western Ohio Dis­
trict. In these seventeen years she 
has won the hearts of all who know 
her and led each person closer to God 
through the Christian influence which 
she portrays in such a gracious man­
ner.

Mrs. Albea gives continuously of 
herself to others for the cause of God. 
This is the only way she knows how 
to live. She serves others and gives 
to them freely. She never thinks of 
serving for applause. She is in a 
business geared for eternity and she 
serves the Master in every way she 
can because she loves Him.

Mrs. Albea displays in every action 
of her life Christian love, Christian 
patience, Christian understanding and 
wisdom. Mrs. Albea loves people in 
a way that is Christianity in practice. 
She possesses a love that is beautiful: 
love for her family, for souls, but 
above all for God. In her life she 
looks for beauty and finds it. She has 
lighted many a darkened path. She 
has lifted many a lonely heart. She

•Pastor’s wife, Amarillo, Texas.
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has encouraged the discouraged. 
She has given strength to the weak. 
She has shown forth Christ.

Mrs. W. E. Albea is love in reality, 
Christianity in perfection, patience in 
the way God wants it to be. She has 
proved in her life that in the midst of 
darkness, trial, or sorrow there is al­
ways the wonder of an overshadowing 
presence whose grace is sufficient for 
each heartache. She accepts each joy 
of life as a divine gift from God. Mrs. 
Albea believes that life is full of mean­
ing, full of purpose, full of beauty, and 
she lives it that way.

Truly this is a portrait of a queen!

R o y a l  C o o k b o o k

“ Necessity is the mother of inven­
tion,” but hamburger is the mother 
of new recipes. Since it is the most 
economical and versatile meat, it 
seems to be a special parsonage com­
modity. Here is a new and especially 
delicious way to serve this standby.

Place Vi cup chopped onion, V4 cup 
butter, one pound hamburger, two 
tablespoons garlic salt, two table­
spoons flour, % teaspoon pepper, 
V4 teaspoon paprika, and one pound 
of mushrooms in skillet. Saute for 
five minutes.

Add one 10 V2 ounce can of un­
diluted cream-of-chicken soup and 
simmer for twelve minutes. Remove 
from stove and stir in one cup sour 
cream (commercial serves better) and
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serve over hot, fluffy rice or mashed 
potatoes. Scrumptious!

O v e r  T e a c u p s

At the Dallas District Preachers’ 
Convention, Rev. Claud Burton pre­
sented a paper on “The Preacher and 
His Family.” This consisted of such 
pertinent and sound advice and rea­
soning that for the next few issues we 
will be featuring it in this section. 
Here is Mr. Burton’s paper. This is 
good for pastor as well as wife.

“ We are all passionately concerned 
about our children becoming Chris­
tians and taking their places in the 
work of the kingdom of God. I love 
to remember that out of the parsonage 
have come the greatest leaders of the 
past, both spiritual and political. We 
have suffered some heartbreaking 
losses; losses that, I believe, can be 
largely eliminated.

“ First of all, let us start with the 
parents. Whatever you are complete­
ly sold on yourself, you can—-and will 
—sell it to your children. Whatever 
you are will reflect itself in the char­
acter of the children. If you are sin­
cere and walking in the love of God, 
they will appreciate your sincerity 
and try to duplicate it.

“ In dealing with a child, practice 
the golden rule. Put yourself in the 
child’s place before you try to force 
him to anything. With this attitude 
you will be wise enough and sympa­
thetic enough to help him solve his 
problems. Regardless of what your 
rules are, you must help the child 
find a happy solution for putting those 
rules into practice in the daily walk 
of life. And I say ‘happy solution’ 
because no child can be made to ap­
preciate a life of holiness unless he 
understands the good reasons for be­
ing different from the ‘herd.’ When 
he wants to know the reason you must 
give more than ‘because I said so!’

Your experience with God and your 
convictions— as they should be— are 
mighty important to you. But you 
must remember that your child is a 
distinct individual, and must come by 
his convictions intelligently before 
God. If you can lead him to love God 
— as you love Him—your trouble will 
be largely over. But remember—love 
is not born of driving legalism.”

B o o k s h e l f  w i t h  L a c e

Illness and bereavement come to 
every congregation and with them the 
need for help. Two books which are 
helpful not only in dealing with these 
involved, but which make excellent 
and inspirational gifts to these who 
are ill or broken-hearted, are: Now 
That Illness Has Come, by E. E. 
Grosse; and Now That Bereavement 
Has Come, by C. B. Strang. Each is 
twenty-five cents and may be ob­
tained at your publishing house.

T h e  K i n g ’s  H o u s e

Do you have one of those small 
corners between doors that stands 
empty and useless because of its size? 
Put it to use by placing attractive 
shelves on metal supporting brackets 
on the wall of one side. These can 
be used for books, records, or small 
wicker baskets which can hold acces­
sories and such like. On the other 
wall of the corner place small mag­
azine racks to hold several copies of 
each of your favorite magazines. 
Decorative, interesting, useful!

H e a r t  T a l k

When redheaded Johnny Daws with 
the freckled face and the pockets full 
of frogs, bubble gum, and rocks stands 
up in junior service, rubs his arm 
across his moist nose, and says, “ I love 
Jesus— and well, He just comes first 
with me!”— then I know why I am 
here. When Ann, who always seems
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indifferent and unconcerned, comes to 
the parsonage and says, “ Could I help 
with the Caravan?”—then I know 
why I am here. When Roger, with 
the cynical smile and the black leather 
jacket, walks down the aisle to the 
altar—then I know why I am here.

I am not here to be held in esteem. 
I am not here to be given my rights. 
I am not here to be adored and 
loved. I am not here to be safe in the 
fight. I am not here to understand 
problems. I am not here to admire 
skies of blue. I am not here to know 
only laughter. I am not here to have 
my dreams come true.

But I am here to hold others in 
esteem; I am here to give to others 
their rights. I am here to adore and 
to love them; I am here to stand 
staunchly in the fight. I am here to 
never question problems; I am here 
to show forth Christ in the storm. I 
am here to help and heal through my 
tears; I am here to be kind, compas­
sionate, warm. For I am here on a 
royal mission to be an ambassador of 
my King, each day showing forth His 
great, loving spirit which molds young 
lives, brings joy, and makes crushed 
hearts again to sing!

For this I came!

I. Revive Us Again

By Charles A. Higgins*

' T ' h e  t e r m  r e v i v a l  at long last has 
become a common and rather 

reputable expression among evangeli­
cal church people. Sometimes it is 
used lightly or carelessly. We talk 
revival, sing songs about revival, 
write books and articles on revivals. 
The only serious lack is in having 
revivals.

There have been various types of 
so-called revivals in modern times— 
membership revivals, financial re­
vivals, building revivals, and even 
entertainment revivals. But the coun­
try has experienced also, and is ex­
periencing, a revival of religion! 
Such a revival is good on the one 
hand but not so good on the other, 
for one may be ever so religious but

♦Pastor, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
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lacking in true spiritual experience. 
The Bible mentions religion only five 
times, and in all except one instance 
(James 1:27) in an uncomplimentary 
manner.

If education, liturgy, plans, and 
“protracted” meetings alone could 
have produced revival, we would not 
have too great difficulty in producing. 
Perhaps, even, we would have taken 
the world for God long ago. All of 
these serve their purpose in the life 
of the church but cannot within them­
selves bring revival.

The Psalmist (Psalms 86: 6) sensed 
a need for revival in his day. In like 
manner Christians in this our day are 
feeling a hunger and deep need for 
something they have not witnessed in 
their generation. This prayer reveals 
the fact that there had been a time
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when they rejoiced but the time had 
come when God’s people witnessed a 
spiritual decline. So the Psalmist 
cried: “ Revive us again: that thy 
people may rejoice.” Webster’s dic­
tionary gives the definition of revival: 
as “ renewed interest . . . after indif­
ference and decline . . . awakening.” 
It is a normal experience of human 
life to desire and experience revival. 
Revivals are a part of every area of 
life. Physically one experiences re­
vival when he assimilates food for the 
body. In nature, one witnesses re­
vival in the spring of the year. The 
spiritual man experiences revival, 
“when the times of refreshing . . . 
come from the presence of the Lord.”

The term revival is for the most 
part associated with the work of evan­
gelism, with the task of winning the 
lost to Christ. But primarily and 
experientially, revival is for the saved 
Christians, those who are saved but 
are spiritually cold, and weak, and 
“ are ready to die” (Revelation 3: 2). 
If man was deprived of physical food 
for a long period of time, he would 
die. If in nature there were no buds 
or blossoms, there would be no con­
tinuation of life and no beauty. So it 
is in the spiritual realm. God’s peo­
ple need, periodically, the renewing 
of the inner man.

In considering the times, terms, 
why, and how of revival there are at 
least four prerequisites which we 
would notice. First is that of restora­
tion. The Psalmist David cried 
(Psalms 51:12-13) “ Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation . . . Then will 
I teach transgressors thy ways; and 
sinners shall be converted unto thee.”

Life has a way of taking its toll 
from our spiritual reserves, and we 
find ourselves inadequate to meet the 
demands of the times, and cope with 
the situations of the day.

An example of the “ revival of 
restoration” of which we speak is to

be found in Acts four. Following the 
healing of the crippled men, Peter and 
John were arrested and imprisoned. 
“And being let go, they went to their 
own company, and reported.” Then 
they prayed. “ And when they had 
prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost . . .” While perhaps some of 
the believers who had only recently 
been converted were filled with the 
Spirit for the first time, others who 
had previously been baptized with the 
Spirit were refilled, renewed. These 
experienced the restoring of the lost 
power brought on by the pressures 
from without.

In modern-day revival campaigns 
the emphasis is usually placed upon 
reaching the sinner. But something 
significant is stated about this prayer 
meeting. It is this: “The place was 
shaken where they were assem­
bled . . .” Before the church levels 
its guns on the unsaved and hypo­
crites, and begins to blast away at the 
ramparts of the enemy, it should focus 
attention upon itself. There is a need 
of experiencing a shaking up within 
the walls of the church. The church 
needs to be moved out of her spirit of 
lethargy and indifference, and seek 
God’s forgiveness for the sins of 
ommission as well as her sins of 
worldliness. Then and only then can 
the church experience a “ revival of 
restoration.” The dictionary in de­
scribing revival uses the term restora­
tion or renewal to a former state. As 
a result of the outpouring of the Spirit 
the disciples went out to speak the 
Word with boldness. They were of 
one heart and of one soul. They wit­
nessed with great power, and great 
grace was upon them all. When the 
Psalmist prayed: “ Restore unto me .. . 
Then will I teach transgressors thy 
ways; and sinners shall be converted.”

Second, a revival will bring a God-
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consciousness, or a fear of the Lord. 
The world has heard so much of sen­
timental “ love gospel” that it has lost 
its sense of the fear of God. “ Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). And 
“ because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, there­
fore the heart of the sons of men is 
fully set in them to do evil” (Ecclesi­
astes 8:11). One reason why there is 
so much violence and wickedness in 
the earth today is that man has lost 
the fear of God from his heart. This 
generation needs once more to draw 
near the mount that burned, and hear 
the rolling thunders of God’s judg­
ments, and see the zigzag lightnings 
of His eternal wrath, and there wait 
until we are sobered by the awfulness 
of His holy presence. For God is a 
God of wrath as truly as a God of 
love.

Because the judgments of God have 
not overtaken us, men are prone to 
forget that, though “ the mills of the 
gods grind slowly,” they nevertheless 
grind inexorably and very fine. Many 
of the fathers and mothers of another 
generation taught their children that 
if they did wrong God would punish 
them. That is, the judgment of the 
universe is against evildoers. But it 
is not only the sins of the ungodly who

merit the displeasure of the Almighty; 
it is also the sins of carelessness, of 
apathy, and moral laxity displayed on 
the part of His own people.

In many instances when Christians 
stray from the path of right and forget 
God, the Lord in love and mercy em­
ploys severe methods to bring them 
back in line with His will. “ As many 
as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous therefore, and repent,” said 
the Lord to the lukewarm men at 
Laodicea, (Revelation 3:19). God 
first warns, then rebukes and chastens 
(Hebrews 12:5-6), then makes ex­
amples of those who continue in stub­
bornness and rebellion. Ananias and 
Sapphira are examples of God’s deal­
ing with those such as persist in dis­
obedience. Vance Havner points out 
the fact that following that awful 
judgment in the Early Church “ men 
were afraid to join the church.” How 
different now! Men and women today 
walk proudly down the aisle with 
heads erect, with pride in their hearts, 
to join the church, and all too fre­
quently with little thought or inten­
tion of keeping the rules of the church 
or living up to the standard of God’s 
holy Word.

Oh, for a return to the Book, and 
to the fear of the Lord! “ The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wis­
dom . . .” (Proverbs 9:10). When­
ever we learn the fear of the Lord we 
are well on the way to revival.

(To be continued)

Drink
Lots of chronic drunks got that way from hitchin’ their wagon 

to a bar.
— Howe Fulcrum 

(Howe Scale Co.)
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A Good Sermon

V. The Conclusion of a Good Sermon

By W. E. McCumber*

W h e n  P a u l  p r e a c h e d ,  a conclusion 
was seldom needed. Before that 

apostle could end his sermon he was 
usually dodging stones or being hus­
tled off to prison. Even on the dullest 
occasions he was interrupted by the 
mockery of heckling skeptics.

But if your sermons are not tamer 
than his, at least your congregations 
are. With rare exceptions they are 
going to hear you through. The con­
clusion, therefore, is a vital component 
of your sermon, and you neglect it at 
the risk of your success in the pulpit 
and your influence over the listeners.

Many preachers, otherwise efficient, 
have failed to make a maximum im­
pact with divine truth because, like a 
bus station in a crossroads town, they 
lacked terminal facilities. Early in 
my ministry I joined a group of 
preachers crowding about a book­
stand to buy a small, paperback vol­
ume entitled Snappy Sermon Starters. 
A  friend stopped me cold by bluntly 
suggesting, “What you need is a book 
of sermon stoppers.” I took his advice 
(with how much grace I refuse to 
confess) and have since tried to close 
my sermons effectively.

The basic properties of a good con­
clusion, I believe, can be reduced to 
(1) proportion, (2) preclusion, and 
(3) persuasion.

I. A  GOOD CONCLUSION IS  CHAR­
ACTERIZED B Y SENSIBLE PROPORTION.

Two negative bits of advice are in 
order here.

*Pastor, Thomasville, Georgia.

August, 1960

First of all, do not draw out your 
conclusion. Like Tennyson’s brook, 
some preachers go on and on forever! 
I heard a dear old, long-winded chap 
say, “My sermons are like molasses 
candy; when they get warm they 
stretch out.” Poor fellow, he fed the 
Lord’s children such a steady diet of 
that molasses-candy preaching that 
some of them began to gag on it. Fix 
a point at which to stop, and keep it 
near the end of your final division.

In the first year of my ministry I 
attended a zone rally in a neighboring 
town. The special speaker was an 
evangelist who mistook himself for the 
angel in the Apocalypse—he thought 
he had “ the everlasting gospel” to 
preach! As he droned on past the 
noon hour, the congregation became 
noticeably restless and inattentive. 
Trying to pick them up again, he 
launched into a fervid description of 
Paul and Silas in the Philippian jail.

“ There they were,” he cried, “ flung 
into the dungeon with their backs 
slashed and bleeding, with their hands 
and feet shackled— ”

“ And their stomachs empty!” 
Brother J. E. Redmon, sitting beside 

me, had tossed in the added descrip­
tion. To this day he protests his in­
nocence, insisting that he did not in­
tend it to be a hint. But the speaker 
stopped, jaws agape, and shot a puz­
zled glance at him. Within a few 
minutes we were all happily eating 
lunch.

When you reach the conclusion,
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brethren, conclude! To draw the 
sermon out, transferring the minds 
of your congregation from eternal 
truths to physical needs, is some sort 
of sin against the Holy Spirit! When 
the congregation begins to squirm, let 
the preacher sprint for the finish line. 
To have your people say, “ Why did 
you quit?” is better than having them 
inwardly muttering, Why doesn’t he 
quit?

Nevertheless, guard also against 
chopping off your conclusion. Never 
leave your sermon like the good 
sheriff leaves the bad outlaw in a 
western melodrama—hanging in the 
air. The sermon should be a finished 
product, not an abandoned project. 
Don’t just quit; conclude!

The parson who hastily snatches up 
his notes, saying, “ I see my time is 
up!” is to be commended more for 
his eyesight than his foresight. So 
plan your message, from opening to 
closing statements, that you can de­
liver its truth without racing the 
clock or trying the patience of the 
saints.

When planning our wedding my 
bride-elect especially coached me on 
the kiss that terminated the ceremony. 
She repeatedly warned me against 
making it too brief or too extended. 
I was not to protract the embrace as 
though I never expected another kiss; 
neither was I to peck at her as though 
the experience was distasteful. The 
kiss was timed for significance, an 
evident token of my joy in winning 
her, and a promise of greater joys to 
come!

That, I submit, is an ideal approach 
to this matter of concluding a sermon. 
Let it be short enough to imply the 
preacher’s hope of preaching again, 
and long enough to seal the truth on 
a happy wooing note. Determine to 
close your message purposefully, 
smoothly, impressively, and not sim­
ply to run down or break off.
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II. A  SECOND CHARACTERISTIC OF A 

CONCLUSION IS  DETERMINED PRECLUSION.

Campbell Morgan, in his excellent 
little book Preaching, insists that a 
conclusion, if it does conclude, must 
preclude. New ideas and unexpected 
thoughts must not be added in the 
closing moments. The divisions of the 
sermon should bring the central truth 
to a focus. To change the lens and 
scatter the light while concluding 
serves only to bewilder and lose the 
congregation.

We have all seen houses where 
another room has been added when­
ever a new arrival expanded the fam­
ily circle. Some sermons are like 
that. As long as one more idea comes 
to birth in the preacher’s prolific but 
undisciplined mind he cannot resist 
adding to the sermon. When the 
enemy learns of the preacher’s weak­
ness he will keep suggesting new 
thoughts, and subtle devil that he is, 
he will convince the speaker that they 
result from inspiration! Conclusions 
which branch off into what is actually 
another sermon do not result from 
inspiration in the pulpit. They come 
from a lack of perspiration in the 
study. “His sermon died acciden­
tally,” was the caustic criticism of one 
listener, after a haphazard effort by 
a rambling preacher. “ I would have 
preferred deliberate suicide— a pre­
meditated end.”

Perhaps those who err at this point 
need the rude jolt that came to a 
friend of mine. Preaching one night 
he raised the hopes of the congrega­
tion by saying, “ Now in closing— ” 
But an unplanned idea occurred just 
then, and away he bounded in pursuit, 
happy as a beagle on a rabbit’s trail. 
When he did close the message, about 
twenty minutes later, a lady met him 
in the aisle, fixed on him an incrimi­
nating look, and snapped, “ Young 
man, a lie in the pulpit is just as bad 
as a lie outside the pulpit.” Some­
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thing like that will teach a preacher 
to study conclusions, or quit saying, 
“ In closing . .

The conclusion may include. Often 
the most effective ending is a recapit­
ulation of the “ points” one has been 
making. But it must resolutely pre­
clude. Extraneous and irrelevant 
thoughts, however true and useful in 
another setting, must be denied the 
entrance for which they clamor as the 
preacher concludes his sermon. When 
the truth is being driven home, post 
a “ No riders” sign on your sermonic 
windshield!

III. A  THIRD CHARACTERISTIC OF A 
GOOD CONCLUSION IS FORCEFUL PERSUA­
SION.

Like all parts of a good sermon, the 
conclusion must serve the purpose of 
preaching, i.e., to inform men of the 
will of God and incite them to do it. 
The element of persuasion must be a 
dominant feature of the closing re­
marks.

There is no single method of con­
cluding for achieving that goal. The 
method must be varied in relation to 
the nature of the congregation ad­
dressed, the sermon delivered, and the 
duty enjoined.

In what I consider the finest volume 
of published sermons I have ever read, 
The Gates of New Life , Author James 
Stewart employs a healthy variety of 
conclusions. Several sermons end 
with apt and telling illustrations, 
others with memorable quotations, 
including poetry, prose, and skillfully 
handled passages of scripture. Re­
capitulation is used, direct and in­
direct application, and strong personal 
appeal. Through them all shines the 
dramatic imagination of this brilliant 
Scotsman. None of them is a dangling 
end of broken rope; none is a sputter­

ing fuse. All twenty-five sermons end 
strongly, cleanly, and relevantly.

I have no quarrel with those who 
protest that Stewart’s talents are su­
perior. But I do insist that his talents 
are patiently developed and rigidly 
disciplined. Nothing less than the 
cultivation of your highest powers in 
concluding your sermons is God’s ex­
pectation and demand. You are in 
the pulpit to proclaim the will of God, 
and to herald it in such manner that 
men will swear deathless allegiance 
to our Lord. Let the truth be sum­
marized, illustrated, or applied in the 
most persuasive way, that some lis­
teners, at least, will depart the service 
saying, “ Now let me do the will of 
God!”

The conclusion should not resemble 
the lovely “horns of elfland faintly 
blowing.” It should be a trumpet 
sounding for the splendor of God, 
blending the strong notes of wooing 
and warning into an irresistible sum­
mons to holy action. Admittedly, that 
is the ideal. But powerful and fruit­
ful preaching never results from a 
spunkless acceptance of mediocrity. 
It is the outgrowth of uncompromised 
endeavor and relentless climbing to­
ward the highest and best one per­
ceives.

Press your sermon forward from a 
wisely wrought introduction, through 
a carefully planned outline, unto a 
conclusion marked by proportion, pre­
clusion, and persuasion. Then it will 
not be necessary to preface the bene­
diction with the “ Awakening Chorus!” 
Best of all, your listeners will be en­
listed in hearty submission to the 
sovereign and saving will of God.

The conclusion is a grappling hook 
by which the truth is so fastened to 
the hearts of your auditors that Christ 
can board and conquer them! Give 
Him a worthy chance!
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A Misused Phrase

By Kenneth Dodge*

A l l ’s  w e l l  that ends well” must be 
part of the devil’s creed. Certain­

ly it is not consistent with Christiani­
ty. I know a group of carnally minded 
people who banded together to defeat 
the work of a certain pastor, and 
eventually succeeded in driving him 
from the church by means of the an­
nual recall vote.

Because he was a man of God, God 
opened the doors to an even wider 
field of service in another church. The 
reaction of everyone was, “ It must 
have been the will of God for him 
to leave this church, for, see, he has 
an even better church than he had 
before.”

However, we need to be reminded 
that Joseph occupied an even greater 
position as prime minister of Egypt 
than he occupied in his father’s house, 
but this “ promotion” could not and 
did not justify his brothers in their 
actions. True, as a result of the posi­
tion that Joseph occupied, he inter­
preted Pharaoh’s dreams, prepared for 
the famine, and was able to supply 
his family with food when the famine 
struck. One might think that this was 
God’s way of getting Joseph into a 
place where he could be of more use 
to Him.

But this is surface thinking. God 
could not possibly have been any part 
of the actions taken by the brothers 
of Joseph. One need take only a 
glimpse into the future of the history 
of Joseph and his brothers to see that 
in the country of the Egyptians they 
all become slaves. It was never God’s 
plan that His people should depend 
on the Egyptians for food nor live in

♦Pastor, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
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their country. But for the sin of the 
brothers of Joseph, there might have 
been no famine. Certainly there 
would have been an entirely different 
history of the people of Israel. They 
would not have needed Moses to lead 
them out of Egyptian bondage; there 
would have been no wilderness wan­
derings, no battle of Jericho, no 
golden calves, no slavery, and no 
Jordan crossings.

It is only a step over to the pages 
of the New Testament, where we see 
Jesus nailed to the Cross by the hands 
of wicked men. It is true that His 
death on Calvary, His shed blood, His 
death and resurrection have made 
possible the salvation that we enjoy 
today. With no attempt at irrever­
ence, can we then say, “A ll’s well that 
ends well” ? The inconsistency is im­
mediately apparent.

This philosophy is used as a pacifier 
to the conscience. We too often fail 
to see that, even though “ all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God,” yet all things in themselves 
are not always good. Thank God for 
a Saviour who is able to take the 
tangled threads of life and weave them 
into a pattern that makes something 
“ good.” But do not lose sight of the 
fact that it is our responsibility to 
make things as good as we possibly 
can in the first place. Excusing or 
justifying our misconduct by plead­
ing that in the long run everything 
turned out well is a mistake to say 
the least. The fact is, everything 
turned out well (if it did) in spite of 
our sin and not because of it.

Brethren, things are not going to 
“ end well” unless things are well in 
the first place.

The Preacher's M agazine



o n s r iE  n v n ^ v n s r s  m e t h o d

The Laymen's Monday Evening Bible School

By Leslie Parrott*

t h e  f i r s t  Monday evening fol- 
lowing Labor Day, 1959, a new 

and different kind of school opened 
it’s doors in the First Church of the 
Nazarene, Flint, Michigan. It was the 
fall session of the Laymen’s Monday 
Evening Bible School. On five con­
secutive Monday evenings a large 
share of the 132 people officially en­
rolled, attended classes and chapel 
sessions.

C h r i s t i a n  A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n

The emerging trend in public school 
education is for training from the 
nursery school or kindergarten to the 
grave. Adult education is that phase 
of the life training program which is 
post-high school or college. Adult 
education offers no secondary aca­
demic awards. There are no diplomas 
or certificates, no courses of study or 
set curricula. Its values are those 
received by the persons enrolled in 
specific classes. People who enroll in 
adult education classes are not looking 
for academic credit. The class must 
have immediate meaning to the stu­
dent; and the amount of effort and 
attention the pupil gives to the class 
is in direct ratio to the rewards he or 
she expects in the way of new infor­
mation or techniques. Some students, 
therefore, attend every session; others- 
are less regular. Some only sit and

♦Pastor, Flint, Michigan.
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listen while others take notes assidu­
ously. There are no course require­
ments, exams, or textbooks. Reading 
lists are available for those who have 
the motivation to use them. This 
then, in summary, is adult education 
as it is offered in many progressive 
communities.

The dream behind the Laymen’s 
Bible School in Flint was, and is, 
Christian adult education. The pur­
pose of the school was to provide 
opportunity for purposeful study by 
holiness laymen to make their witness 
more effective. This school was not 
planned to interfere nor compete with 
the Christian Service Training pro­
gram but to supplement it. This was 
Christian adult education. Many who 
attended, and were the most enthu­
siastic, had a background of years of 
Christian Service Training courses, 
but felt their need for, and received 
value in the classes offered.

In planning the Laymen’s Bible 
School there was no pattern to fol­
low. All that could be done was to 
borrow from and adopt procedures 
and ideas which have become basic in 
the comparatively new field of secular 
adult education. The three basic 
principles for a successful adult edu­
cation program were considered es­
sential to this experiment in Christian 
adult education. They are related to: 
(1) personnel, (2) curriculum, and 
(3) advertising.
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1. Personnel. The first requisite 
for an effective adult education pro­
gram is a staff of highly qualified 
teachers whom adults admire and 
enjoy. There is no leverage to bring 
back the adult to another session next 
week unless he feels the effort is 
worthwhile. The adult pupil whose 
schedule and responsibilities are al­
ready formidable must feel the class 
is doing something for him or he drops 
out. This means the teaching must be 
of the highest quality by men who 
not only know their field, but have 
the happy faculty of making their 
material interesting.

Three teachers were chosen with 
care for the first attempt last fall in 
Flint. E. W. Martin is pastor of the 
First Church of the Nazarene in De­
troit. John Maes, a Pilgrim Holiness 
man, is a clinical psychologist on the 
staff of the Counseling Center in 
Michigan State University. Elbert 
Walling is a district superintendent of 
the Free Methodist church in eastern 
Michigan.

Each of these men is an excellent 
teacher. This combined methodology 
includes lectures, visual aids, flip 
charts, mimeographed outlines, and 
active question-and-answer sessions. 
Proof of the good teaching is in the 
fact of the excellent regular attend­
ance in the school. Without exception 
each class attendance was larger on 
the last night than on the first. This 
is contrary to the normal attendance 
curve in adult education classes.

2. Curriculum. The second req­
uisite for success in adult education 
program is a choice of classes that 
appeals to the felt needs of the pros­
pective students. The life of Pope 
Gregory XIII may be taught by an 
authority on the subject who uses 
excellent teaching techniques, but 
unless the prospective students feel a 
need to learn more about the man
36 (372)

who changed the Roman calendar, the 
classroom will be empty. To balance 
the program, three classes were of­
fered in separate areas of Christian 
interest.

Because the Sunday school lessons 
for the fall and winter were to be 
taken from the Acts of the Apostles, 
Dr. Martin outlined a course covering 
this material. This class was par­
ticularly attractive to teachers and 
supervisors of adult Sunday school 
groups.

Dr. Walling taught a class on holi­
ness doctrine called “John Wesley: 
The Man and His Message.” A  couple 
of persons from another theological 
background enrolled in this class to 
hear an explanation of holiness first­
hand. After introductory material 
was presented, the class sessions cen­
tered directly on the questions which 
concerned the members of the group.

The third class, which proved to be 
the most popular, was taught by John 
Maes. The title of the course was 
“ Mental Health and Christian Experi­
ence.” This course dealt specifically 
with the problems of human person­
ality in limiting or enhancing Chris­
tian experience.

3. Advertising. The third requisite 
to success in adult education is a well- 
planned advertising program which 
gets the message, complete with de­
tails, to all the people who might be­
come enrollment prospects. Almost 
half of the budget for the first session 
was spent on advertising. A  local 
advertising agency was helpful in 
many ways, including the production 
of the brochure used in the churches 
and for mailing. All of the material 
in the brochure was also included in 
a quarter-page of advertising in the 
newspaper. With the help of the 
pastors, a Laymen’s Bible School 
mailing list was established and used 
for distributing the brochure, plus 
auxiliary mimeographed materials,
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and a postal card for preregistration. 
Although the advertising program 
could have been less intensive and 
expensive, it was decided in advance 
that no means would be ignored in 
getting the message to all persons who 
might be interested. If the dream of 
a Laymen’s Bible School became a 
nightmare, it was to be the fault of 
the dream and not the lack of adver­
tising. The school was not to fail 
because prospective students were not 
informed of the program.

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

The administration of the Laymen’s 
Bible School was assumed by the 
director, Leslie Parrott, plus a reg­
istration assistant, and a stenographer. 
The local church school board and 
church board gave permission for the 
use of the building and committed 
themselves to the cost of utilities and 
janitor service— and no more. For­
tunately, the school paid its way. The 
pastors were consulted on plans and 
ideas, but there was no planning 
board. The men available for board 
membership had a limited concept of 
adult education and seemed eager for 
the director to proceed with plans. 
However, pastors were kept informed, 
and several of them helped to co­
ordinate arrangements. In the future, 
a formal advisory group will no doubt 
be informed.

C o s t

A  registration fee was set at $5.00 
per person. On the family plan, the 
first person paid the $5.00 fee and all 
others in the family $3.00 each. All 
teen-agers were enrolled at a cost of 
$3.00, and any registration fee paid 
before Labor Day was reduced from 
$5.00 to $4.00. Pastors and their 
wives were enrolled free.

Although some people did not come 
because they considered the cost ex­
cessive, no complaints were heard

from those who paid. One of the 
theories in adult education is that a 
person will appreciate more the class 
for which he has paid a fairly sub­
stantial fee than one which has been 
given him free.

P r o c e d u r e

With the benefit of an opening 
hymn, Dr. Martin was presented each 
night exactly at 7:00 for his series of 
chapel lectures on “ The Holy Spirit.” 
To maintain the atmosphere of a 
school rather than a church service, 
these messages followed the form of a 
lecture rather than a sermon. From 
comments heard in the hallways, these 
chapel lectures were considered to be 
of special blessing to many.

In regular class sessions which last­
ed for one and one-half hours, began 
at 7:30 p.m., the three classes were 
offered simultaneously and each reg­
istrant attended chapel and one class. 
A  special effort was made to hold 
these classes in rooms where adult 
academic equipment and materials 
were available.

E v a l u a t i o n

On the last night a poll was taken 
among the students to see how many 
would plan to enroll in a spring ses­
sion. The positive response was al­
most unanimous. Three months have 
now elapsed, and the enthusiasm still 
seems to be high.

The amount of student growth in 
any learning situation is difficult to 
evaluate. Even formal examinations 
in a regular high school or college 
setting are grossly misused and piti­
fully limited in measuring a student’s 
capacity to apply what he or she has 
learned. But on the basis of refer­
ences to the school, the use of ideas 
and information gained in the classes, 
and on the basis of feelings and atti­
tudes that were adjusted through the 
class sessions, it would seem that some
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learning has been effected. At least 
the director has considerable feelings 
of satisfaction in the matter.

Greater Flint and its immediate 
fringe is populated by 200,000 people 
who make their living from General 
Motors, constructing Buicks and 
Chevrolets. There are a dozen Naza- 
rene churches in the area. It is also 
the home of the famous Mott Founda­
tion. Mr. Charles Mott holds the 
largest individual block of General 
Motors stock. His millions are used 
to make Flint the ideal exhibit of 
adult education programs and com­
munity school philosophy. A  stream 
of educational and political leaders 
continues to visit Flint to study meth­
ods and view results. The director of

the Laymen’s Bible School, who also 
teaches for the Mott Foundation, 
asked their administrators to evaluate 
our school. They were highly com­
plimentary concerning (1) the cour­
age to meet a need they cannot be­
cause of religious conflicts, (2) the 
total enrollment which they consid­
ered to be excellent, and (3) the qual­
ity of the teachers.

A  Laymen’s Bible School can best 
be operated in areas where there are 
several Nazarene churches. However, 
Christian adult education can be pro­
moted anywhere there are (1) people 
who want to learn, and (2) qualified 
persons who are willing to teach, plus 
(3) someone who is prepared to co­
ordinate the two.

Sermon W orkshop

A l l  I H e a r  Is M o n e y

“All I hear is money,” said the barber. 
“The church is always asking for money, 
and talking about the tithe which God 
requires. I think a person should give 
to the church just as he feels like it, 
and not have to obey the principle of 
God.”

The haircut over, the preacher got out 
of the chair, thanked the barber, and 
handed him a quarter.

“But,” said the barber, “a haircut is 
one dollar here.”

“Yes,” said the preacher, “but you just 
got through saying a person should give 
just as he feels like it. I feel like giving 
a quarter.”

The red-faced barber got the point.
—Anaheim, California 

Nazarene Bulletin

G ood  M a n n e r s  i n  G o d ’ s H o u s e

1. Come early.
2. Be friendly.
3. Pass up the back seats.
4. Stay put.
5. Start a “whispering campaign” 

(pray).
—Texarkana First Bulletin

T r ib u t e

“If I could concentrate all the fra­
grance of the world into one flower, I 
would call it a rose.

“If I could concentrate all the melody 
of the universe into one composition, I 
would call it ‘the Messiah.’

“If I could concentrate all the tender­
ness and sympathy of the world into one 
endearing term, I would call it Mother.”

—Anonymous
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S E R M O N  W O R K S H O P

Contributed by Nelson G. Mink*

Is t h e  T it h e  I m p o r t a n t ?

If some people did business with 
utility services like they give to the 
church, they would probably say:

To the electric company: “No, I don’t 
think I want to pay regularly each 
month. I will just come in now and 
then and pay what I happen to have with 
me.”

To the telephone company: “I want a 
phone, but I don’t favor paying any defi­
nite monthly sum.”

To the daily paper: “Yes, you may 
have the boy deliver a paper every day, 
and every once in a while I will make 
a donation whenever I feel I can.”

To Uncle Sam: “I appreciate living in 
America. I think it is a wonderful coun­
try, and would not live any place else 
in the world, but the idea of regular 
taxes is ridiculous. I will send a check 
to Washington now and then, when I am 
able.”

But these above organizations need 
regular income to operate; so does the 
church.

■—“Midweek Herald,” Bethlehem 
First Church

T h a n k f u l  H e n r y

Matthew Henry, the famous Bible 
scholar, was once accosted by thieves 
and robbed of his purse. He wrote these 
words in his diary: “Let me be thankful 
first, because I was never robbed before; 
second because, although they took my 
purse, they did not take my life; third, 
because, although they took my all, it 
was not much; fourth, because, it was I 
who was robbed and not I who robbed.”

—Selected
♦Pastor, Connell, Washington.

D o n ’t  B e a  C o l l e c t o r

Don’t save your disappointments or 
grievance. Learn the lesson they teach 
you, and then drop them like hot coals.

Don’t save your bad habits. They can 
never better your personality. Get rid 
of them speedily.

Don’t save words of commendation and 
cheer. Give them out unstintingly, while 
the living can hear.

Don’t save your doubts. Throw them 
far, and put in their place eternal hope, 
that will carry you on to a triumphant 
end.

Don’t save your grouches. And don’t 
try to give them away either. Bury 
them completely under smiles and good 
will.

Don’t save old ideas. Throw them on 
the scrap heap and come up out of the 
mire and mud into the light of the pres­
ent day.

You will save your soul by getting rid 
of the things which will cause it to 
shrivel and die.

— F lo r e n c e  E. F r y  in Elkhart 
First Church Bulletin

T h e  G r e a t e s t  B l u n d e r

Five hundred men were questioned as 
to the greatest blunders in life they had 
made. Here is a list of what some of 
them wrote:

“Reading worthless books.”
“Did not stick to anything.”
“Careless about religious duties.” 
“Not saving money when I was young.” 
“The greatest blunder of my life was 

gambling.”
“Wasted my time when I was at 

school.”
The church stands ready to help you 

remedy the blundering situations in life. 
Give God a chance.

-—Messiah’s Advocate
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In God’s Good Time
T e x t : E p h e s ia n s  1 :1 0

I. G od  G a u g e s  T im e  b y  H is  W is d o m .
A. By power of His will.
B. By purpose He declares.
C. By pleasure of His desire.

II. G od  G a t h e r s  T o g e th e r  H is  C h i l ­
dren  T h r o u g h  C h r is t .
A. Union in Christ.
B. Unity in congregation.
C. Utopia in Christianity.

III. G o d ’s  G o d l y  O n e s  A re  E v e r y w h e r e .
A. Using their talents.
B. Utilizing their time.
C . Unmoved in their tribulation. 

C o n c l u s i o n : God in His infinite wisdom
made ample provision for His own. 

— H e n r y  T. B e y e r , J r . 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

,,|SBRMON STARTERS

A Victorious Christian
T e x t : Psalms 1 1 9 :1 6 5  
I n t r o d u c t io n : We all love to excel in 

the things we are undertaking to do. 
We love to have great success, in 
revivals, sports, business, etc. Why 
not seek for the great peace of God 
that will give you victory under 
every situation? Let us consider 
the sacred truths.

I. T h e  E x a m p l e  o f  t h e  G o d l y

A. God’s law obeyed.
B. God’s law loved.
C. God’s law honored.

II. T h e  E x c e l l e n c y  o f  th e  G if t

A. Descended from the Father.
B. Directed to His people.
C. Desired by God’s aspirants.

III . T h e  E n d u r a n c e  o f  t h e  G o d l y

A. Suffering for righteousness.
B. Shielded by the omnipotence.
C . Stabilized in His grace. 

C o n c l u s i o n : Let us retain the peace of
God by cleaving tenaciously to His 
glorious promises, and by remem­
bering His assuring words, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
Let us so live as to please Jesus, 
obey Jesus, and keep His laws, so as 
to enjoy the great peace of God.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r .

T e x t : Ephesians 1 :1 1 -1 3
I. C h r is t ia n s  A re  t h e  R e c ip ie n t s  o f  

C h r is t ’s  I n h e r it a n c e  ( v . 1 1 ) .
A. He secured it because of us.
B. He suffered for us.

II. C h r is t ia n s  A re  th e  S a v o r  o f  H is  
G r a c e  ( v .  1 2 ) .
A. To exalt Christ.
B. To extend His kingdom.

III . C h r is t ia n s  A re  S ea l e d  b y  H is  
P r o m is e  ( v . 1 3 ) .
A. Conditioned on faith.
B. Contingent upon implicit trust, 

and endurance.
C o n c l u s i o n : C h r is t  is  “ th e  h o p e  o f  

g l o r y , ”  and th e  “ L ig h t ,  w h ic h  l i g h t -  
e th  e v e r y  man.”

— H e n r y  T. B e y e r , J r .

The Christian Inheritance

Things to Do “Today”
1. “Hear” (Hebrews 3:15).
2. “Pray” (I Kings 8:28).
3. “Consecrate” (Exodus 32:29).
4. “Glean” (Ruth 2:19).
5. “Work” (Matthew 21:28).
6. “Exhort” (Hebrews 3:13).

If Jesus Called Unexpectedly
T e x t : John 12:1-11
In t r o d u c t io n : Jesus called at Martha 

and Mary’s home often. He had a 
spare room there. He was always a 
welcome Visitor. We often have 
company come—even unexpectedly. 
But if Jesus came unexpectedly to 
your house:

I. How W o u l d  You A c t ?
II. W h a t  W o u l d  Y o u  S a y ?

A. Disciples asked Him to teach 
them to pray. (Would this do?)

B. Disciples asked Him how long 
before His second coming.

C. Disciples asked to explain cer­
tain truths.

III. W h e n  H e L e f t , W h a t  W o u ld  H e 
S a y ?
A. Would He hang His head in 

shame?
B. Would He say, “Depart from 

me” ?
C. Would He say, “Well done, thou 

good and faithful servant”?
— D e a n e  R. H ardy  

Bangor, Maine
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The Faith That God Honors
T e x t : Romans 5:1
In t r o d u c t io n : We can receive more 

from God through faith than through 
any other virtue we may possess. 
By faith we have peace with God, 
which is the very foundation of 
man’s stability and composure. 
Through the merits of Christ’s sacri­
fice we have been able to make con­
tact with God; even though we were 
at variance with God, we were 
brought nigh by His death, and do 
now enjoy the gift of peace. Let us 
consider the rich meaning of the 
passage of scripture.

I. How Is a  M a n  J u s t if ie d  in  th e  
S ig h t  o f  G o d ?
A. Not by his untiring efforts of 

good works.
B. Not because of his moral conduct.
C. Not because he was raised in a 

Christian home.
D. Not his faith in his fellows, 

creed, or church.
II. W h a t  D o e s  J u s t if i c a t i o n  B r in g ?

A. The peace of God. Define it in 
human terms.

B. Peace that brings assurance for 
the present.

C. Peace that assures our hearts we 
are the sons of God.

D. Peace that comes with the wit­
ness of the Spirit.

III. J u s t if i c a t i o n  I s A sc e r t a in e d  b y  th e  
M e r it s  o f  C h r is t ’ s D e a t h .
A. His death benefited all the world 

(John 3:16).
B. His suffering was done primarily 

for the unjust.
C. His sacrifice resulted in our peace 

(Ephesians 2:14).
C o n c l u s i o n : There is nothing more sat­

isfying in this life than to have the 
peace of God. May we rejoice in the 
presence of others and witness to 
others that we have found the peace 
of God.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r . 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

J  P R E A C H I N G  P R O G R A M

T e x t : I Timothy 1:19 
I n t r o d u c t io n : We are living in an age 

when many are departing from the 
faith, being deceived, etc. It takes 
the grace and goodness of God, plus 
our faith in Him, to maintain our 
love and relationship with Him. 
Let us briefly consider the import­
ance of this text.

I. C o n t in g e n t  u p o n  E n d u r a n c e

A. Regarding God’s warning.
B. Respecting Christ’s challenge.
C. War a good warfare.

II. C o n d it io n e d  u p o n  E x p e r ie n c e

A. Things encountered in past.
B. Things witnessed in presence.

1. Able to resist by grace of God.
2. Able to restrain by goodness 

of Saviour.
C. Retain a conscience void of of­

fense.
III . C o n sid e r e d  b y  E x a m p l e

A. The exercising of faith (Daniel 
and the Hebrew children).

B. The examining of motives (Demas 
and Judas).

C . The exhibiting of love (Peter). 
C o n c l u s i o n : Let us review these things

that we have already mentioned, and 
let this be a definite warning, so as 
to inspire us to hold on.

—H e n r y  T. B e y e r , J r .

Holding On

The Lord of All
T e x t : Psalms 11:4
I n t r o d u c t io n : God is a God of justice; 

He is the Creator of all; He is worthy 
of all our devotion and adoration. 
He is a God of love, and a God that 
hates evil. We cannot do less than 
to render our best service to Him. 
Pursue the lines of inspiration.

I. T h e  E x e c u t io n  o f  P r ie s t h o o d

A. A place of worship, prayer, 
praise, etc.

B. A priest of God.
1. Priest under Mosaic law.
2. New plans formulated.

II. T h e  E x a l t a t io n  o f  G od he ad

A. It speaks of a supreme Ruler.
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B. Superior intelligence
C. Divine kingship.

III. T h e  E x a c t n e s s  o f  P u n is h m e n t

A. His dealings are impartial.
B. His decisions are important.
C . His declarations are inexorable. 

C o n c l u s i o n : Viewing God’s greatness,
let us reverence His holy name. 
Let us so live that, when He comes 
to judge the world in righteousness, 
we will not be ashamed before Him 
at that day.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r .

Guiltlessness
T e x t : Romans 8 :1
I n t r o d u c t io n : A bird is usually happy 

when freed to move about without 
restraint. A soul liberated by the 
grace of God and blood of Christ is 
released from the dark dominion of 
sin and despair and utter hopeless­
ness. He now rejoices in this new­
found freedom and experiences. Let 
us note the truth of this text.

I. A S h a m e l e s s  H o p e  (Romans 5 :5 )
A. A Saviour’s sacrifice (Romans 

5:9).
B. His death reconciles us unto God 

(Romans 5:10).
C. He inscribes upon each of us a 

new name (Romans 5:14).
II. A S o u n d  V erd ic t

A. A release that is effective now.
B. An assurance that is present 

tense.
C. 1. Delivered from law of sin and

death.
2. Destined to become heirs of 

the kingdom of God.
III. A S o lid  F o u n d a t io n

A. Christ, who is “the beginning of 
our confidence.”

B. Christ, who is indeed “the chief 
corner stone.”

C. Christ will brighten our tomor­
rows (Romans 8:21).

C o n c l u s i o n : Let us resolve to make our 
peace with God by repenting of our 
sins and giving ourselves to Him 
who loves us and can free us from 
awful condemnation.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r .

T e x t :  Philippians 2 :3

I n t r o d u c t io n : In  th e  p r e v io u s  v e r s e s  
P a u l  w a s  a s s u r in g  u s  th a t  r e l ig io n  
w a s  m o r e  th a n  a t h e o r y  o r  a k in d  
s u g g e s t io n  b u t  v e r y  v ita l  a n d  p r a c ­
t ica l.

I. I t s  S a n e n e s s

A. Christianity is not impractical.
B . Christianity is not imposing.
C. Christianity is not impudent.

II. I ts  S i m p l i c i t y

A. Christianity is condescending.
B. Christianity is compensating.
C. Christianity is complimenting.

III. It s  S o u n d n e s s

A. It will stand at death.
B . It will stay when pressure is the 

greatest.
C. It will sit in daring composure.
D. It will rise when duty calls.
E. It will run errands of mercy.
F. It will resist when Satan tempts.

C o n c l u s i o n : Let our experience with 
Christ prove to the world that 
Christianity is a dynamic something 
that will pay off here and hereafter. 

— H e n r y  T. B e y e r , J r .

Practical Christianity

God’s Will for Man
T e x t : I Thessalonians 4 :3

I n t r o d u c t io n : The blessings of God 
have always been presented to 
man. His revealed will is mani­
fested to the humble seeker. Let 
us unfold the marvels of this truth.

I. T h ere  Is  a  D egree  o f  C e r t a in t y  
F o u n d  in  T h is  S t a t e m e n t .
A. There is no variableness nor 

shadow of turning with God.
B. There is no alteration in the 

plan and program of God.
C. This assertion bears full re­

sponsibilities.
II. T h ere  Is a  D e c l a r a t io n  o f  C o n ­

ce r n  F o u n d  in  T h is  S t a t e m e n t .
A. God’s will involves concern.
B. God’s will inspires consecra­

tion.
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C. God’s will incites conviction.
III . T here  I s a  D is c o v e r y  o f  C o n n o t a ­

t io n s  F o u n d  i n  T h is  S t a t e m e n t .
A. This assertion presents what 

God has in mind.
B. This assurance is given when 

men wholeheartedly comply 
with God’s commands.

C. This assumption presents what 
God has in mind subsequent 
to man’s salvation.

C o n c l u s i o n : Let us seek with o u r  
whole heart the will of God and 
follow it, for in so doing we will 
never be disillusioned.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r .

The Permanency of God
T e x t : Psalms 11:4
In t r o d u c t io n : God is infinite and the 

perfect Creator, Preserver, and Gov­
ernor of all things; therefore we owe 
our love and allegiance to Him. He 
is indeed the only proper Object of 
religious worship. Let us bow be­
fore His presence and worship Him. 
Consider these truths.

I. T h e  A bo d e  o f  t h e  L ord

A. It reveals the priesthood of God.
B. One who is interested in His 

saints.
C. One who is concerned over sin­

ners.
II. T h e  A u t h o r it y  o f  t h e  L ord

A. Denotes kingship.
1. A divine Ruler—infinite in 

mercy and perfect benevolence
2. Heaven is His throne; earth is 

His footstool.
B. Subjects of His kingdom.

1. Servants to His work.
2. Subservient to His will.

III. T h e  A c t iv it y  o f  t h e  L ord

A. He protests evil
B. He punishes evildoers.
C. He protects His own.
D. He provides for His own. 

C o n c l u s i o n : God seeks to inspire all
men to do right, but He must of 
necessity punish all wrong and evil. 
Let us flee evil and selfishness and 
seek to serve and love God.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r .

A Glorious Church
T e x t : Ephesians 5:27
In t r o d u c t io n : Shall we judge the value 

of a church by its building, its creed, 
or its spirituality? What is a “glori­
ous church” ?

I. A  “ G l o r io u s  C h u r c h ”  I s  O n e  W here  
th e  M e m b e r s  A r e :
A. Right with God. Their hearts are 

cleansed; they are walking in the 
light and maintaining fellowship 
with God (I John 1:7).

B. Right with each other. God’s 
perfect plan is: If your brother 
has aught against you, you go to 
him—not wait for him to come 
to you.

C. Right with the strangers and 
visitors who come in to worship 
with us. Our concern is greater 
than our own little circle. The 
stranger or visitor senses this— 
our concern (or lack of it) for 
him.

II. T he  A c t iv it ie s

A. We sing, pray, listen with the 
heart—truly worship God.

B. Our services must be an oppor­
tunity to give as well as receive, 
to bless as well as be blessed.

C. Our goal—to bring others to 
Christ? Yes, but also to take 
Christ to others.
1. If the gospel is not worth ex­

porting, it is not worth keep­
ing at home.

2. Christ tells us, “Go ye,” with 
an imperative and promises 
us that he will give us power.

III. T h e  D o c t r in e

A. Not an argument about baptiz­
ing, Sabbath keeping (which day 
of the week), or “pre” or “post” 
millennialism.
1. Many people argue about re­

ligion who have none.
2. Argue about nonessentials to 

escape responsibility of walk­
ing in the light.

B. The N a z a r e n e  creed—Bible- 
centered, orthodox, essential, and 
adequate.
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1. There is a personal devil, a 
literal hell, inbred sin, a cross 
of Calvary, and reality to sal­
vation and heart holiness.

2. Some things are certain— 
death, judgment, repentance, 
sanctification, eternity, heav­
en, and hell.

K e n n e t h  L. D odge 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

S c r ip t u r e : Mark 11:27-33 
T e x t : Mark 11:29
I n t r o d u c t io n : “The best defense is a 

good offense.” Perhaps Jesus was 
not on the defensive, but this answer 
is often the best we can give to 
people’s questions.

Consider the questions that people 
often ask. Then consider how ef­
fective this type of response is.

I
A. T he  S it u a t i o n : so  much pain, 

tension, heartache, sorrow, suf­
fering, tears, sickness, and sin in 
the world.

B. T he  Q u e s t io n : Why doesn’t God 
do something?

C. T h e  R e p l y : I will also ask you 
a question—Why don’t you do 
something? Cultivate the habits 
of being cheerful and helpful. A 
smile, a word of encouragement, 
etc. can mean so much to the one 
in distress.

II
A . T he  S i t u a t i o n : the wicked pros­

per; they live in fine homes and 
have much of this world’s goods. 
But they ignore God, live as 
though He didn’t exist.

B. T h e  Q u e s t io n : Why can’t I be 
blessed like that?

C. T h e  R e p l y : I will also ask you a 
question—Why don’t you avail 
yourself of the blessings that 
could be yours? Great blessings 
of life come when we sense God’s 
presence with us and His smile of

approval upon us. Read your 
Bible; spend time in prayer; at­
tend means of grace.

A. T h e  S i t u a t i o n : Most of the 
world’s money is in the hands of 
wicked men who spend it for 
pleasure and for foolishness.

B. T h e  Q u e s t i o n : Why can’t I be 
rich? I’d give my money to the 
church, send out missionaries.

C. T he  R e p l y : I will also ask you 
a question—What are you doing 
with the money you have now?
1. Are you giving all you pos­

sibly can?
2. Why would you want to give 

great sums of money to the 
church? To be recognized? 
To be important” ?
3. Should not measure our 
riches in terms of “dollars.”

— K e n n e t h  L . D odge

God’s Wisdom Manifested 
to His Saints

T e x t : Ephesians 1:8
A. God’s graciousness and wisdom is 

focused in the direction of His 
people.

B. God’s manifold blessings are given 
to stabilize His people.

C. God’s creation is included in all 
of His plans.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , Jr.

God’s Claim of His Creatures
T e x t : Ephesians 1: 5

A. God makes no mistakes in His 
call.

B. God makes no mistakes in His po­
sition.

C. God makes no mistakes in His 
plans.

— H e n r y  T . B e y e r , J r .
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PRAYER IS POWER FOR YOU

S c r i p t u r e  R e a d i n g s : Acts 2:1-4; 3:1-8; 4:31-37; 6:5-8; 9:36-41; 12; 
5-11; 16:9-10, 16-18, 25-34
Use them to have selected persons of the congregation to read, 
pointing out the power of prayer in the Early Church.

T e x t s : (Acts 1:8-14) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you  . . .  (v. 8).
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplica­
tion . . .  (v. 14).

I n t r o d u c t i o n : We have witnessed in the Scriptures t h e  power of 
prayer in the lives of the disciples in the first century. What was 
it that made their prayers powerful and effective?

I . T h e y  P r a y e d  t o  a  P e r s o n .
A. Much of our prayer life is unreal because of a lack of a 

consciousness of God as a Personality.
B. God is a Person in Christ.
C. “ God is a Spirit.”
D. God is our Heavenly Father.
E. We ought to use our symbols carefully that reflect Him as 

a Person— altar, cross, pictures of Christ, etc.
II. T h e y  P r a y e d  a s  P e r s o n s .

A. They prayed, not “ as the heathen do,” with repetitious, 
memorized requests, but as children of God in faith.

B. Prayer represented their earnest, sincere request of total de­
pendence on God.

III .  T h e y  P r a y e d  f o r  P e r s o n s .
A. Prayer was made unselfishly to promote and preach the 

gospel to others.
B. Prayer was made for the Church, Acts 12.
C. Prayer was made for missions. Paul’s Macedonian vision.
D. Laubach’s suggestion of spiritual telepathy leads us to believe 

that intercession in prayer is a key to greater power in prayer.
C o n c l u s i o n :

Away in foreign fields, they wondered how 
Their simple word had power—

At home, some Christians, two or three, had met 
To pray an hour.

W e are always wondering— wondering how,
Because we do not see 

Someone— perhaps unknown and far away—
On bended knee.

— A u t h o r  U n k n o w n

If Christians would join in prayer, the power of God would be 
released in souls being saved, churches and missionary work going 
forward, and the Spirit of God would prevail against evil in high places.

— C la u d e  E. P i t t e n g e r
Chanute, Kansas
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TRANSFORMED

T e x t : Romans 1 2 :2

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Transformed— changed to something of different form, 
appearance, conduct, nature, or character 
Some transformations or changes in Saul’s life:

I. His W a y  o f  T h i n k i n g

A. He thought he was right.
B. Many think they are right today.
C. Repent— change of mind.

II. His W a y  o f  W a l k i n g  ( f a c e  a b o u t )

A. Some change mind, but not walk (compromise).
B. Second step in repentance is to turn around.
C. “ Return unto me, and I will return unto you” (Malachi 3: 7).

III. H i s  W a y  o f  S e e i n g  T h i n g s

A. Our valuations.
B. We cannot see the world and Jesus.
C. No vision, the people perish (two w ays).

IV. H i s  H e a r i n g  ( H e  heard a voice.)
A. Many are listening to everyone else.
B. Listening to worldly reasoning.
C. God can talk to us today.

V. H i s  O c c u p a t i o n

A. A  persecutor.
B. A  witness.
C. He suffered what he caused others to suffer.

VI. H i s  N a m e

A. Saul— great or exalted! Paul— little.
B. Peter— Cephas; Jacob— Israel.
C. Has God changed the meaning of your name?

VII. His O u t l o o k  o n  t h e  F u t u r e

A. Jesus’ voice of the transformation
B. Hope only in Jesus.

C o n c l u s i o n : Have you been transformed by power divine?
— D o r r a n c e  N ic h o l s  

Greenfield, Ohio

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN
T e x t : I John 1: 9

I. A C o n v i c t i o n o f N e e d

II. A C o n f e s s i o n o f S i n s

III. A C o n f i d e n c e IN G o d

— L. J. Du B o is
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b o o k : b r i e f s

Book Club Selection for June, 1960 
SEVEN KEYS TO A MORE FRUITFUL MINISTRY
Arnold Prater (Zondervan, $2.00)

There is a certain disturbing quality in this book and that is the reason 
I commend it to you and select it as a book club choice. It is not a textbook 
on methodology; it doesn’t have a lot of pat answers for the problems of the 
ministry. But it does do one thing—it insistently and repeatedly disturbs 
the reader at the point of his ministerial conscience.

Has he approached the pulpit too casually? Reading this book will 
prick his conscience.

Has he been too self-sympathetic? Or has he yielded to the indulgence 
of idleness? Or has he unconsciously taken on the subtle forms of pro­
fessionalism?

All of these snares lie in the path of every minister. It is fitting that 
all of us quite frequently sit down with a book that disturbs us and sends 
us in humility to a place of prayer.

This book will not be classified as one of the greatest books ever written 
on the techniques of the ministry, but believe me, it is worth your invest­
ment of money and time. It will help re-create within you a fresh appre­
ciation for the great and splendid moment when the God of heaven placed 
His hand upon your shoulder and said, “Go, preach My gospel.” It will 
start you out again walking on tiptoe; it will turn your face up toward the 
sky; it will bring tears to your eyes, and will bow your knees in prayer.

The seven chapters deal with: The Value of the Preaching Ministry; 
Loyalty to the Message; Triumph over Laziness; The Pitfall of Pride; Pro­
fessionalism; The Conquest of Jealousy; and Victory over Discouragement.

I commend it as a book that you can read with prayerful attention and 
then perhaps pass it on to someone else, for it is not distinctly a reference 
book.

THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY TO THE OLDER UNMARRIED
M. D. Hugen (Eerdmans, $2.00)

Here is a specialized counseling item and one you would want to read 
pretty carefully yourself before you made it available for general reading 
by persons within your congregation.

It is written by one of strong Calvinistic position doctrinally and the 
coloring of that doctrinal position will be noted throughout the book.

However, the advice and counsel to this specialized group of persons 
represented in every church is rather unique in this book. In my reading 
of books in years gone by, I have not found one book previously beamed 
specifically to “the older unmarried.” A reading of this book will help a 
pastor understand the problems, the spiritual yearnings, and the practical 
adjustments that are thrust upon that group of persons who remain single— 
many of them because their spiritual ideals are higher than those around 
them, and therefore they prefer singleness in life rather than marrying 
someone spiritually unqualified.

A reading of this book will give us sympathy and should forever stop 
the mouth of the minister who ever makes casual or catty remarks from 
the pulpit regarding either “bachelors” or “old maids.”
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THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR
Carl F. H. Henry, Editor (Holman, $6.95 per volume)

This is a major commentary contribution to the evangelical world. 
There are three volumes—Volume I: Genesis—Esther; Volume II: Job— 
Malachi; Volume III: Matthew—Revelation. This set has been developed 
and published by the A. J. Holman Company and in the choice of writers 
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, the editor of Christianity Today, was the consultant.

In the basic planning for this three-volume commentary, each con­
tributor was asked to maintain a careful, evangelical position and to bypass 
controversial areas and critical problems on which there is not agreement 
in the evangelical world. The clear inference was that this set should not 
highlight the difference between the Calvinists and the Arminians regarding 
such points of controversy as unconditional eternal security and entire 
sanctification.

Three scholars from the Church of the Nazarene have been included 
in the planning: Dr. J. Kenneth Grider (who wrote the introductory essay 
for “The Prophetic Books” ) ; Dr. Ross E. Price (who wrote the exposition 
for Micah); and Dr. Ralph Earle (who wrote the exposition for Mark).

Any reader will appreciate the careful scholarship which is character­
istic of the contributions throughout. It has been screened from liberalism 
and that is a major accomplishment.

However, the contributors who are of the Calvinistic school of thought 
did not bypass the points of peculiar Calvinistic emphasis. So we have, 
especially in Volume III, some strong Calvinistic statements which are 
regrettable in a book that is meant to be acceptable to both Arminians and 
Calvinists within the evangelical sphere.

In such scriptural areas as Romans, chapter eight; I Thessalonians, 
chapter five; and First John, chapter one, the writers take a strong Calvin­
istic position, and apparently forgot their instructions to retain doctrinal 
neutrality.

This set will make a distinct contribution if studied, realizing the fact 
that, rather than being a Calvinistic or Arminian unit, it is really a mosaic 
with authors from both sides of the evangelical world expressing them­
selves rather frankly.

Of this we can assure you—it is evangelical and consists of a vast 
amount of careful research. The editor is to be commended for his ability 
to sponsor and see through projects as exhaustive as this.

INFLUENCE OF THE COUNTRY CHURCH
C. T. Corbett (Elliott, 25c)

In this little booklet Evangelist C. T. Corbett has gathered together the 
brief stories of thirteen Nazarene leaders who came originally from country 
churches. The book is written to re-emphasize the fact that the farm has 
produced more than its proportion of men and women for the ministry. In 
these brief biographical sketches, you will find Louise Robinson Chapman, 
Dr. Hardy C. Powers, Dr. H. V. Miller, Rev. L. G. Nees, and others.

“ I have just finished m y second reading of Through Tem ptation, by 
James H. Hanson, w hich  you  selected a little over a year ago. To m e it is 
really stimulating in this area of temptation. I, like you, did not see eye to 
eye w ith him on the reference to the ‘O bjective standards o f Christianity,’ 
but I certainly do not think an emphasis at this is unnecessary— to the 
contrary (in  m y op in ion ), w e Nazarenes need a good  shaking at this point.

“ Keep up the good  w ork! Thanks for including the recent Tobacco & 
Health.”— W . M. D orough, Pastor, Big Spring, Texas.

(Taken from  letter o f March 29, 19S0).
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O l h l T  r r h  H  not °n,y fills a practical need; it also
-V ^  has the role of creating an esthetic 

sense of beauty. It should be noticeably in good taste, yet be unobtrusive— in keeping with the 
reverence in a house of worship.
Church furniture is expected to retain its dignity and usefulness through the years. It is a sizable 
investment. Its selection, therefore, is a matter o f great importance. As a guide to selecting church 
furniture may we offer these suggestions:

C om m  union 
and
A ltar Kail

T here  are various finishes available in du ll, sem i-gloss, 
o r  g lossy effects.
C O N S T R U C T IO N : H ow  furnit ure is built is important 
because the com fort and lasting beauty depend on under­
lying strength. S ound joints, dow els, and pegs are es­
sential details. P lyw ood  with veneer facing is considered 
superior to a single thickness o f  hardw ood because w arp- 
age is elim inated. A ctually  today ’s m ethod o f pressurized 
lam inating results in products that are stronger and m ore 
stable than plain, solid w ood. T o  obtain the beautiful ef­
fect o f  m atched grains, veneers m ust be used.
PRICK  should not be a decis ive factor. Im portant con ­
struction features are not alw ays visible. H ow ever, costs 
can be saved bv selecting sim plified designs.

I l l u s t r a t e d  b e l o w  a r c  s a m p l i n g s  o f  
fu r n it  11 re  a v a i l a b l e .  F o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e n d  f o r  c o m p l e t e  c a t ­
alog.

S r \ I ,h  F urniture should blend with the architectural 
style o f  the chu rch— G othic, R om anesque, Colon ia l, C on ­
tem porary. and so forth.
I >KSI( i X : This is an individual treatm ent o f  a g iven  style. 
D esign is concerned  with such values as: proportion , bal­
ance, sym m etry, lines, accent, color.
W O O D S  A N D  F IN ISH K S: W oods and finishes, like d e ­
sign. are m ainly a m atter o f  taste. Certain  w oods are in 
short supply and, understandably, are m ore costly  than 
others. F inishes enhance the appearance and " fe e l”  o f 
w ood . T h ey  also protect and preserve the furniture.

C om m union  L 
T able r

A t prices well worth y o u r  serious consideration  
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NOW READY
ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
BOOKS EVER TO BE PUBLISHED 
FOR OUR NAZARENE MINISTERS

A W ORTHY, INTERESTING, 
AND AUTHENTIC B IO G ­
RAPH Y OF PHINEAS F. 
BRESEE, FOUNDER OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE N A Z A ­
RENE

"The Church of the Nazarene 
has had many w orthy teachers 
and leaders, it may have more 
of these yet whom  it will hold 
in high esteem ; but it has had 
and can have but one founder 
and father; so that the life and 
w ork of Phineas Franklin Bresee, 
untarnished as they are by any 
unworthy choice or deed, are a 
heritage invaluable to Nazarenes, 
to the holiness movement, to the 
whole church militant, and to 
the needy w orld .”

DR. J. B. CHAPMAN

By DONALD P. BRICKLEY
Professor of Sociology at Eastern Nazarene College, foi nierly pastor o! Fiist 

Church of Ihe Nazarene. Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania.
A s  the C h u rch  o f  the N aza ren e  en ters  in to  its se con d  h a lf -c e n tu r y , M an of the 
Morning p ro v id e s  an  ex ce p tio n a l o p p o rtu n ity  to re v ie w  w ith  a n ew  and deeper 
insight, th e  G o d -g iv e n  h erita ge  w h ich , in o rd e r  to m o v e  fo rw a rd  w ith  the same 
sp iritu a l fe r v o r  d u rin g  the n e x t fifty  years , must. b e  k ep t e v e r  b e fo r e  the church.

Extra Large Quantity Printed to Take Care of Immediate Demand 
ORDER YOUR First Edition Copy RIGHT AWAY
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