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ALMOST A SUCCESS
By t h e  E d i t o r

I HAVE seen a m an who was converted in his early youth  and  thought then he 
should give himself to  the m inistry. B ut while going to school he became some- 
what uncertain and  has been tossed about in regard to  his w ork in life all these 
years. He is a good m an, a sincere m an, a com petent man. In  fact he has nine-tenths 
of the qualifications regarded as necessary for the m inistry, and he has alm ost suc

ceeded. If  he had  possessed a few more desired qualities, or if he had possessed such 
qualities as he has in a little m ore outstanding degree, or if he had  given himself a 
little more w hole-heartedly and constantly  to  the task, he m ight have been a useful 
and  happy pasto r right now. B ut as it is, his s ituation  is pathetic. H e is past fifty 
years of age and yet his apprenticeship is incom plete. H e is not sure w hat he should 
do, no r is his o pportun ity  pressing. While he has been casting about, those in search 
of pastors have been thinking also, and now  they are as uncertain  about him as he 
is about himself. H e m ay find his place yet! bu t to  say the least, his present sit
uation  is a trying one. And from  the point of view of the observer, the fact th a t he 
is alm ost a success m akes his apparen t failure the more pitiable. If  he had  been u tte r
ly unfitted  there would alm ost be consolation in the great distance by which he fell 
short. B ut xto be “ so near and yet so fa r” is a sight to  m ake good men weep.

B ut it strikes me th a t there is danger th a t any of us shall be content to  approx
im ate success. If the church does not actually die on our hands we are tem pted to 
feel th a t the situation  is “n o t too b ad .” And if we are to lerated  and  allowed to con
tinue on, even in the days of our youth  and early m aturity , we feel th a t there is 
really nothing to be anxious about. B ut age is creeping on. O pportunities are passing. 
Reasons w hy others should show' us charity  are becoming fewer, and if we do not do more 
than  “alm ost succeed” p re tty  soon, we shall find ourselves gradually  m oving tow ard 
the rear pews and the devil will tem pt us to  bitterness and  self-reproach. H e will 
seek to  take our crown and then to destroy our souls.

P u b lis h e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N a z a re n e  P u b lis h in g  H o u se , 2923 T ro o s t  A ve., K a n s a s  C ity , Mo., m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in  th e  in te r e s t  of th e  C h u rch  of th e  N az a re n e . S u b s c r ip t io n  p r ic e  $1.00 a y ea r . E n te re d  a s  s e c o n d  c la s s  m a t te r  a t  th e  P o s to ff ic e  a t  K a n s a s  C ity , M o. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m a iling  a t  s p e c ia l  r a te  o f p o s ta g e  p ro v id e d  fo r  in  S ec tio n  1103, A c t o f O c to b e r  3, 1917, a u th o riz e d  
D ec e m b er 30, 1925.
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EDITORIAL NOTES
If  you have a high budget or any other difficult task, get a t it early and Keep a t it unlag- 

gingly—this is the genius th a t wins.

T he preacher is n ine-tenths of the program . Some preachers alw ays have a slow-moving, 
form al church. Some alw ays have a zealous, fiery people. The preacher largely creates the 
atm osphere. A nd say w hat you will, it is rem arkable how  much a people will do and how 
easily they will do it in  an atm osphere of pentecostal pow er and zeal.

I t  is proper and right th a t the preacher should know  “where he is going” as a m atter of 
order in service. B ut it is a m ark  of deterioration  for the m eeting to  be so obviously “pro
gram m ed” th a t any outburst of spontaneity spoils it. A preacher p u t it th is way, “I always 
go to the church w ith  a definite program , b u t th a t p rogram  is subject to revision on short 
notice. I always go to the pulpit w ith a serm on p lan  well w rought out. B ut if the atmosphere 
of the meeting indicates a different course, I am  willing and glad to  follow the im m ediate lead
ing of the Spirit.”

I t  is said th a t Jo h n  Wesley sa t by a Quaker in the meeting, and the Quaker asked, “Do you 
plan to speak if the Spirit moves y o u ? ” Wesley answered, “ I plan to  speak th a t the Spirit may 
move me.” And it has often been noticed th a t God directs the m an who is on the m ove quite 
as often as He does the m an who is only ju st ready to move. I t has often been dem onstrated 
th a t an autom obile can be much easier steered while on the go th an  while standing still.

Some men would go to the pulpit em pty and uncertain  th a t the Spirit m ay lead them  in the 
course they should take. B ut a more successful plan is to  go well filled an d  as well directed as 
possible in order th a t the L ord  may lead. Experience has shown th a t God more frequently 
leads the preacher who is prepared than the one who is not.

W e are blessed, we th ink, w ith  considerable credulity, bu t we have never yet been able to 
fully accept the idea th a t the church is dead and cold and unspiritual, while the preacher is on 
the m ountain top. T h a t is, if th a t preacher has been w ith th a t church very long. F or it would 
seem th a t the preacher would either convert the church or the church w ould backslide the 
preacher.

B etter enlarge the item  for books in your budget for the new year. For a carpenter can as 
well w ork w ithout tools as a preacher w ithout books. And there are few men who are such 
mechanics th a t they can build a house w ith only an ax, a ham m er and a draw ing knife. There 
are some parts  of the work th a t require m ore refined tools.

And as you p lan  for the new year, plan to  go in to  the w ork w ith all you r might, not 
sparing yourself. B ut plan also for a suitable vacation, and m ake it a rest, not merely a change. 
M y observation is th a t the preacher w ho never takes a vacation  does inferior w ork. Either 
quality  m ust prevail or q uantity . B oth cannot hold the pre-em inence very long.

L ately  I  have compelled myself to keep a good book a t hand  all the tim e. T his is not for the 
purpose of becoming a “book w orm ,” and of neglecting im p o rtan t business ju st in  order to  read. 
B ut I  keep the book as a  guaran ty  against a waste of time. I read it whenever . I  am  compelled 
to  w ait a little on a tra in  or street car or on the p reparation  of a m eal or upon a friend who is 
a  few m inutes la te to  an appointm ent. I am  no t the fastest of readers, and yet have been sur
prised to  find th a t it takes three or fou r fa ir sized books to  furnish me w ith this leisure reading 
for the week. In  fact it has come to where I do m ost of m y reading in w hat m ight easily be 
w'aste time.
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DEVOTIONAL
SOME GREAT PR EA C H ER S 

I HAVE KNOWN
B y  A. M . H i l l s  

Rev. C. J. Fowler, D. D.

I BEGAN to be invited to speak in cam pm eet- 
ings the first sum m er afte r the publication 
of "Holiness and P ow er” in 1897. Of course 

I came in contact w ith D r. C. J . Fow ler, who 
was then the president of the N ational Holiness 

Association, and had been for some tim e. I  saw 
a t once th a t he was a king am ong men, and 
even am ong the cam pm eeting preachers. H e was 
easily first of them  all.

“He belonged,” w rites D r. George M cLaughlin, 
“ to  the second generation of holiness evangel
ists. He came on the stage of action ju st as 
the pioneers of the m ovem ent had passed off, or 
had retired  from  active life. M cD onald, W ood, 
Lowrey, H ughes and  their contem poraries had 
about laid their a rm or dow n, and were basking 
in the glories of the setting sun. T he second 
generation included some rem arkable men— C ar- 
radine, M orrison, Rees and his wife, H uldah, 
M cLaughlin, Sm ith, W alker, Robinson, Huff and 
others were proving no mean successors of the 
pioneers. Dr. Fow ler was am ong them , and  be
came the th ird  president of the N ational H oli
ness Association, which position he nobly adorned 
for about a q uarte r of a century.

“He was a m an of rugged character, like the 
native m ountains am ong which he was cradled in 
his New E ngland home. He had  a rem arkable, 
logical mind. I f  he had chosen the law, we have 
said m any times, he w ould have sat on the 
judicial bench. His preaching was, like F inney’s, 
baptized  logic m ightily fired w ith the energy of 
the H oly Spirit. We have seen congregations 
moved like the trees of the forest in a storm , 
under his wonderful climaxes.

“One of th e  ecclesiastics of his denom ination 
who was not a t all in sym pathy  with the doc
trine of holiness, once said to  us in comm enting 
on his irresistible logic, th a t ‘Fow ler with his in 
exorable logic, would dam n half the church, and 
the o ther half would feel th a t they did n o t have

much chance.’ While this was not a fair repre
sentation  of the spirit of Dr. Fowler, it was ac
knowledgm ent of the force of his sanctified logic 
th a t swept much opposition off its feet, and led 
people who came to scoff to rem ain and seek 
salvation from  all sin.”

He inherited the logical m ind from  his father, 
Judge Fowler. He was the youngest of four 
children. In  his early life he was far from  God, 
and was em barked on a course of life th a t would 
have brought him, no doubt, to  an early end. 
B ut he was wonderfully converted. I t  was 
such a m arked change as to  cause m uch com
ment. H is educational advantages were few'. 
He attended  none of the higher institu tions of 
learning except for a very brief tim e. He was a 
self-m ade man. God gave him some rare endow- 
ments of pulpit delivery. He went to preaching 
alm ost im m ediately afte r his conversion, and 
great revivals th a t gathered hundreds into the 
fold of Christ were th e  im m ediate results of his 
efforts. He was called “ the New England evan
gelist.” A fter a few years of successful revival 
effort, he took the pastorate. And in the midst 
of a successful pastorate, he was entirely sancti
fied.

Always in love with spiritual and revival move
ments, and always of a candid and open spirit 
in search of tru th , he was arrested  by a holi
ness convention in a neighboring church of his 
own denom ination. He attended  and examined 
the work. At first he was disposed to  criticize, 
and  expressed himself openly as a critic. As he 
left the church one afternoon, afte r he had  open
ly expressed his criticism, and was walking the 
street, a voice said to  him, “Those men have 
som ething th a t you do not have. If  it had  been 
you, you would have struck back, b u t they d id  
no t.” He replied, “Well, then, I will have 
w hat they have.” He announced himself to  his 
own church as a seeker after entire sanctifica
tion. He took a hum ble a ttitud e  before the 
men of his own church, and the next night about 
two o’clock the blessing came. He testified of 
it publicly and  privately . From  th a t hour his 
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w onder ful pulpit pow er increased. I t  led him 
to an evangelistic life from  ocean to ocean. In  
the g reat centers of p op u la tio n ; in the great 
campmeetings of the country ; a t the general con
ferences of the M . E. Church, he preached holi
ness. He w ent as a flaming evangel, and m u lti
tudes were saved and sanctified under his m ighty, 
unctuous preaching. Like Inskip, he never re
tired, bu t died in the harness. H e died a t the 
close of a great campmeeting, where he was urg
ing the church to seek the fullness of the blessing 
of the gospel of Christ.

I was his com panion preacher in quite a num 
ber of meetings, often by his own invitation. 
I found him very sensitive to  the spiritual atm os
phere in which he preached. Once, in the middle 
of his sermon, he was so impressed by the pres
ence and  opposition of the powers of darkness, 
th a t he ab rup tly  ceased preaching, and called 
the saints to prayer for the Holy Spirit to  come 
with prevailing power. They cried m ightily to 
G od; then he arose from his knees, and finished 
his sermon w ith power.

I t  was between my second and th ird  visits to 
England th a t he was invited to  officiate a t  the 
g reat E aster Convention a t S tar H all, M anchester. 
Miss Crossley and Miss H atch , who convened 
and managed the assemblies, were greatly  im 
pressed by his m anner of preaching, as “peculiarly 
adapted  to  reach the English people.” I t  was 
a great com plim ent for them  to give; as they 
had been trained  and  their tastes form ed by the 
reverent, dignified and noblest pulpit o rators of 
the world. Against those ju st rules of pulpit 
decorum, Dr. Fow ler never sinned.

On my th ird  visit to  E ngland I procured a 
pam phlet which was published in M anchester. I t  
was prepared by D r. Fow ler on the subject, 
“H ow  to Keep Sanctified.” W hether it was ever 
used here, I know  not. I  shall quote from  it 
largely in  this article, both to  reveal to  students 
his style, and also to  elucidate a most im portan t 
theme, from  a m aster in Israel.

H ow  t o  K e e p  S a n c t i f i e d  
G od-kept

“N othing is clearer in the W ord of God, and 
in the experience of his people, th an  the fact of 
salvation from  sin. This is not only true, b u t 
this salvation m ay be perm anent. I t  m ust be 
constantly and unbrokenly kept. M ore than  this, 
the pow er and blessing of this salvation m ay ever 
increase. Bless G o d !

“Still it is true th a t this salvation may be

lost. This beautifu l experience m ay be snatched 
aw ay. Indeed, one m ay become a real and an 
aw ful backslider from  even so great a grace. 
This is clearly taug h t in Scripture, and  in the 
experience of people all around us.

“These opposite tru th s  should cause people 
both to  rejoice and  yet to  trem ble; to  take heart 
and yet to  take heed. The fact th a t salvation 
may be lost should pu t all on their guard.

No E x p e r i e n c e  S u s t a i n s  I t s e l f
“We have all heard  the s tatem ent, and  most 

of us have made it, ‘Get holiness and  it will 
keep you .’ This has been said to  people who have 
been tem pted  to th ink  th a t if they would get 
sanctified they could no t keep it.

“ In  saying to such, ‘If you get sanctified it 
will keep you ,’ we have intended to  s ta te  what 
was tru e ; but the fact is it is no t ju st so. No 
experience keeps an experience. W e are not sus
tained in a s tate of salvation by th a t state, but 
by H im  w ho gave it to  us.

“T ha t the experience of holiness places one 
in a safer place, and girds him  w ith  an added 
power, is unm istakably  tru e ; b u t it does not keep 
one. Experience m ay properly  be called it. 
Some object to  our teaching sanctification as a 
‘blessing’; they prefer to  speak of the ‘Blesser,’ 
ra th er than  the blessing, of H im  instead of it. 
There is tru th  here mixed w ith confusing error. 
Sanctification or holiness is an ‘i t .’ ‘F aith fu l is 
he th a t calleth you who also will do it .’ But 
this blessing is from  the Blesser, the ‘i t ’ from 
the ‘H im .’

“F or keeping, we m ust look beyond th e  gift 
to the Giver. One is not kept sanctified by sanc
tification, bu t by the Sanctifier. P eter: ‘Kept 
by the pow er of God.’

I. L ije  dem ands a ttention.
“ Physical life dem ands atten tion . However 

pow erful and  prom ising, it does no t sustain it
self. H ere is a young m an of splendid form  and 
force. He has b road  shoulders, strong limbs, 
stra ight back, good blood. In  a word, he is 
well. Is this splendid life of his self-sustaining? 
Is his health to  continue just because he has it? 
Let this strong young fellow ignore certain  laws 
th a t condition the continuance of those powers, 
and  see how long his strength  and quickness of 
step will rem ain w ith him. Let him  neglect 
sleep, food and exercise, and see how soon he is 
as w eak as any o ther m an who boasts of no 
strength .

“As there is an outer m an, so there is an inner
(4 )
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man. There is a spiritual as truly as a physical, 

and it too needs attention. Life is a tenacious 

thing and allows no interference w ithout pro

test. Take the form of life as seen in a dog. 

To protect itself against violence, it will bite 

and fight to the bitter end. Take man, he does 

the same. He is justified in taking even the life 

of a fellowman who seeks to encroach upon the 

liberty of existence which belongs to him . This 

is simply saying that life is sensitive, insistent, 

exacting, resentful and resourceful that it may 

be protected. This is nature. I t  is just the 

expression of the great law governing intelligent 

life.

“But no life is comparable to the spiritual. I t  

does not give itself up easily, and He who gives 

it and seeks to conserve it does not retire at once 

from the soul at the approach of danger. There

fore we believe that spiritual declension and 

death do not come suddenly. They are reached 

by a downward going, more or less gradual. I f  

spiritual food and spiritual rest and spiritual 

exercise be lost sight of or ignored, then declen

sion follows, which, if not rallied from, ends in 

final death. The soul needs care for spiritual 

preservation.

“ I I .  Spiritual life, if it be maintained and 

developed, demands stated private prayer.

“Prayer is the language of love, loyalty and 

dependence. I f  one loves another he seeks com

munion w ith that one. He finds his heart going 

out in genuine loyalty, and finds, also, that this 

person in the affections is no inconsiderable 

factor in the life.

"The young people, genuinely loving each 

other, want, and should want to be much alone, 

with no company save themselves. We are dwell

ing upon true affection, as it exists among the 

true and pure. Love demands the quiet and 

secrecy of one heart. So the heart that carries 

love for the divine Bridegroom demands the quiet 

and secrecy of private prayer.

“Family and social prayer are not private 

prayer. We do not believe that holiness people 

are lacking in those things. One will go far to find 

a holiness man or woman who does not prac

tice family prayer, and as to social prayer, 

prayer in the church circle, they are not at fault 

there. But when it comes to closet prayer, we 

are forced to the conclusion that great fault lies 

at our door. In  the closet the battle is lost or 

won. The battle, alas! too frequently seems to

be lost. W ho but grieves that so many need to 

come up to our meetings for repairs.

“Do not misunderstand me. We are not de

ploring the coming, if there is a demand for it; 

but we grieve that the demand exists. This 

repair business is so prevalent that our minds 

have been occupied with a study of the secrets 

of this situation, and we arc forced to the con

viction we are stating.

“Astounding as the statement may seem to be, 

we are forced to make it, that many holiness 

people do not practice secret prayer! And that 

is a secret, if not the secret, of the failure in 

personal exper.^nce and incompetence in Chris

tian service.

“We do not mean that there is nothing that 

passes for this kind of prayer. There is a say

ing prayers, as at the bedside at night, or at some 

hurried, well-nigh begrudged time in the day, 

but it does not have the value that warrants it 

being called private prayer. Such exercises are 

hurried and brief, and finally become formal. 

There will be excuses enough for this, and some 

of them may seem reasonable, but the end is 

weakness, if not death.

“Not a few people who read these lines know 

that, painful as it is, we are speaking the truth. 

I f  the causes are many, all the greater is the 

need of private prayer.

“ God is no respecter of persons; but God has 

great respect for conditions. He would give 

grace, and that constantly to all, but does not, 

because He cannot. Isaiah asserts that ‘They that 

wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.’ 

Do we covet such strength? Then let us not 

forget it is given to those ‘that wait upon the 

Lord.’

“But does some tempted heart ask, ‘Is  not 

this strenuous? Is not this making a life of holi

ness a task and a burden? Yes, if love knows 

such a th ing ! D id  the true heart ever find the 

evening walk too long, or the quiet chat a 

burden, or the time given to plans for the future 

a drudgery? Then is Christian love overtaxed 

in time given to prayer— talking w ith God?

“ I I I .  How shall we protect our souls at all 

hazards from these necessary interruptions? This 

is a vital and practical question w ith many who 

read these lines. We have no right to demand 

no interference with our prayer-time, for such 

interference is often necessary. But the demand 

of our soul-life found a way. I t  was to do as at 

times our Lord did— have the prayer hour before

(5)
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the day begins—before the household was awake 
and before the duties of a strenuous life were 
upon us. So our own personal prayer-tim e is 
in the early morning when no one wants us save 
Him who needs no sleep.

“In  our own happiness of soul; in our con
scious strength against tem ptation; in our op
portunity to cover a wide field in prayer to God; 
in a constantly growing conviction that we are 
getting ahead in all that engages u s ; in a widen
ing vision of what God can and is going to do; 
in a deepening sense of the privilege of commun
ion with God; in being advantaged every way, 
have we something to show for our method of 
secret prayer. . . . We are not stating the 
duty of another as to when the stated prayer
time shall be, but we do mean to declare its 
necessity; we do fear its scarcity; we do empha
size again and again that the failure so apparent 
and confessed has its secret here, more than 
elsewhere. . . . Prayer will emphasize char
acter—w hat we are, and because of this, secure 
to us a conquest when in labor for others, other
wise impossible. Take time to be holy. Jesus 
said, ‘M an shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the m outh 
of God.’ The food of the soul is the Word of 
God. W hat bread is to the outer man, God’s 
Word is to the inner man. Suppose we neglect 
or refuse food, what then? The answer is with 
all, it is weakness and death. W hat then of the 
soul nature? To fail to supply the inner life 
with the Word of God is to realize this same re
sult— spiritual weakness and death. There is a 
familiar song, ‘Take Time to Be Holy.’ To be
come holy may not involve so much time; but to 
continue in holiness does take time to a notice
able and proper degree. The market men stamp 
their goods with ‘Rush.’ T hat stamp seems to be 
on everything in our age. Everything must be 
done at steam-engine speed, or faster. The 
automobiles outstrip the railway express. They 
are not fast enough; we must f ly ! The tele
graph is too slow ! We must talk by radio or 
listen to a concert half around the w orld ! Peo
ple are in too much of a hurry to allow them 
selves to be holy. Having been made holy, they 
are tricked into the loss of the blessing by the 
mad rush of daily life!

“IV. This mad rush must be resisted 1 At 
least it must be to the extent of giving our
selves time to be holy. We feel that we have 
little time to pray. We think we have little time

to read the W ord of God. Alas! n h a t then? 
N ot a few who read these lines know. The 
fact is, we reverse the order of things. We do 
not mean to do it. And, alas! so many do do 
i t ! Business and cares come first, as against the 
m atter of being holy. Theoretically it is not so, 
but practically it is so. In  our thinking  we do 
not allow this, of course no t; but in our living 
we do. The home cares, the shop, the farm, the 
mill, the trade, the school, the dressmaking, and 
a m ultitude of legitimate activities, none of which 
should be, or can be, wholly ignored, get so near
ly our whole time that only a fragm ent for the 
soul is left, and a fragment th a t is so hurried and 
stinted, if not actually begrudged, th a t it carries 
no value sufficient to keep the soul. We must 
face this fact—the sooner the better. Whatever 
we do or do not do, we must be holy!

“V. To keep our experience we must constantly 
acknowledge God. He is not only the most 
intelligent and loving being of all intelligences, 
but He is also the most sensitive and appreciative. 
None feel as quickly and deeply as He, and none 
so appreciate the devout attentions of the crea
ture. If God be a Person, He has these feelings, 
and if He is God, He has them in an infinite 
degree. The long-suffering of God in dealing with 
the misdemeanors of men is far from an evi
dence th a t He is unmindful of them. God would 
be acknowledged, and He must be by those who 
would secure and maintain His favor. ‘In  all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.’

“We are now seeking to emphasize a feature 
of devotion with which, it is possible, we are not 
so familiar as with other features. By an ac
knowledgment of God we mean an expression 
to God, and an attitude before Him alone, of 
appreciation of Him and His goodness. Someone 
has given an interesting division of prayer in 
these words: ‘Prayer with its face tow ard God, 
and prayer with its face tow ard men.’ The first 
might be illustrated by the language, ‘0  come, 
let us worship and bow down: let us kneel be
fore the Lord our Ma ker.’ Here is prayer in the 
aspect of worship, of adoration, of appreciation; 
prayer of recognition or praise. The other aspect 
finds expression in such familiar language as 
‘Ask, and ye shall receive.’ Here prayer is a 
supplication seeking to get something from 
heaven.

“Of this latter phase we need not speak. 
All holy people hardly need this to be defined.
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B ut this form er exercise we wish to emphasize. 
M ost people are before God only when some
thing is w anted. The asking  of p rayer is th a t 
with which we are m ost familiar, if not the only 
form  we k n o w ; and  yet it is not p ray er’s highest 
form . We are not saying th a t the tim e is ever 
with us when we are not in need, and m ay not 
ask; but we are meaning to say th a t there is that 
which is higher, richer, diviner and far more 
profitable to  one’s soul than  the asking form  of 
prayer. Asking, if not selfish, is often laden with 
self-interest as its motive.

God is good in H im self and  in all H is re la
tions to  m ankind, especially to  those who trust 
H im . One tu rns  his prayer around, or better, 
he tu rns  himself around  from  the a ttitu d e  of 
seeking to  the attitud e  of praising, when he adores 
H im  from  whom every good comes. ‘O God, how 
gracious T hou a r t ! W hat hast Thou not done 
for me and for m in e ! Thou a r t good to all. T hy 
tender mercies are over all thy  works. M en for
get Thee, but Thou a r t  full of compassion and 
grace. I love Thee, I w orship Thee. I  adore 
Thee. Glory be to  T hy nam e forever.’ Such is 
not the language of a suppliant, nor of one who 
w ants som ething. I t  is ra th e r the language of a 
praiser, of one giving thanks and adoration  for 
the benefits and  blessings already received from 
the loving F ather of mercies.

“All this poured into the divine ear from  a 
g rateful heart in secret is a sacrifice peculiarly 
pleasing and  acceptable to the m ost High. No 
one is more likely to  get blessings in the fu ture 
than  he W’ho gratefully  acknowledges the mercies 
of the past.

"T hen  there should be. the recognition of God  
before men. This is declaring to others what 
God has done fo r our souls. ‘I will take the 
cup of salvation and  call upon Jehovah . I will 
pay my vows unto  Jehovah  in the presence of 
all H is people.’ A praise and  testim ony meeting 
is pleasing to God, and he who participates 
brings H im  glory. I t  is both  a duty  and a great 
privilege to  praise H im  for w hat He has done 
in redeeming us from  sin. The devil especially 
hates all praise of Jesus and the cleansing blood, 
and  suppresses it whenever he can. For, if holy 
people are betrayed into hiding their light, w hat 
will become of the repu tation  of G od? Is  H e a 
Savior from  sin, in the sense of deliverance and 
m aintenance? Does He keep th a t com m itted 
to  H is tru st ? Does he really sanctify and sa t
isfy? If  anyone knows this when, alas! the most

do not, w hat becomes of G od’s reputation , we 
ask again, if those who do know  fail to  testify  to 
this before m en?

“V. In  order to m aintain the sanctified ex
perience it will be necessary to emphasize in our 
thinking and in our faith the positive aspects of 
this work.

“a. The Indwelling of the H oly Spirit.
“There are two sides to this work and this 

grace of sanctification—th e negative and the posi
tive, the cleansing of the heart from  all indwell
ing evil, and the coming in of the empowering 
Holy Spirit. These are not tw o experiences as 
to time, b u t are sim ultaneous or coetaneous. 
Yet as to  the order of thought and divine operation 
the nature is em ptied or cleansed from deprav
ity, and instantly  filled w ith God. The nega
tive  is the divine rem oval, subtraction, from  one’s 
natu re  of the corruption w ith which we are born. 
The positive side is the addition of the S pirit’s 
fulness when He has come into His temple to 
dwell. This is our hope. H ere is our power. 
This Presence in us is the source of our fulness 
of peace, of joy, of love, and of all th a t stands 
for the fulness of grace.

“His presence is the secret of our constant vic
tory  against all the contending forces th a t would 
disrupt our faith  and destroy our souls. As no 
power is comparable to  His, so no pow er can 
possibly overcome the heart tha t has enshrined 
w ithin  this H oly Spirit in  His fulness. This great 
and all-im portan t tru th  m ust be recognized. 
God is w ithin, and H e is our Keeper. W h at
ever of submission to Him, of fa ith  in H im , of 
appreciation of Him, it takes to  have H im  come 
into the life, just so much it takes to  have H im  
abide. H aving H im  we need nothing else, and 
can have nothing more.

“ b. If we are to keep sanctified we m ust give 
attention  to  the sanctification of others. This 
experience is not only for us to  enjoy ourselves, 
but also to  com m unicate to others. This should 
be our delight. No single tru th  can be so dear 
to God as entire sanctification, since it makes 
men holy, like God himself. Holiness is God- 
likeness. God loves and m ust love th a t which 
makes men like Himself.

“The holiness m ovem ent is a m ovem ent by it
self. I t  is not a church m ovem ent. We m ust 
speak here w ith care. We are not saying th a t it 
is antichurch— opposed to church— for it is n o t; 
but we are saying th a t it is not a movem ent 
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which the church, as such, has fathered and 
fostered.

“The holiness movement is made up, with the 
rarest exceptions, of church members; and reli
able holiness associations demand that their mem
bers be related to some church. Yet no denom
ination of Christians formed this movement, and 
no denomination looks after it. I t  exists inde
pendently of all, and in many cases it exists no t
withstanding the wishes of many to the contrary. 
[John Wesley well-nigh started this movement, 
and the Church of the Nazarene now stands for 
it. So Dr. Fowler’s words must be modified a 
bit.] ‘We were not sanctified by regular means 
and methods of the church, but by the means 
and methods of the movement itself outside of 
any church.

“c. Therefore to abide we must honor the holi
ness movement. The Spirit of God would have 
the method sustained which He has providen
tially instituted to carry on this work. The reg
ular ministration of the pulpit and prayermeeting 
should be giving attention to this, and should 
secure these results. But, if they do not, God 
will have it done by other means, as He is now 
doing in the holiness movement.

“This means that we need to support this work 
by our prayers, sympathy, and outward activity 
in attending its meetings, and in the giving of 
our money. We do not mean that we should 
withdraw these from our own church and de
nomination, but we do mean that we should 
honor and help the movement which God used 
to get us sanctified, and do it in ways of prac
tical value.

“Facts are abundant in the personal history of 
multitudes that prove the position we are taking. 
In the several decades of this movement a great 
many people have come forward at holiness meet
ings as seekers of the experience of entire sanc
tification, and a great many ministers and laymen 
of our churches have claimed the blessing, and 
evidently for a time have enjoyed it. But only 
for a time. Our close and wide observation for 
twenty-five years has convinced us that this fail
ure has been largely due to a failure to be identi
fied w ith the movement itself— a failure to be 
an avowed and recognized holiness witness and 
advocate. We know of no person who has kept 
a ringing testimony to this grace outside of those 
who have been open and constant advocates and 
defenders of this faith. We do not mean that 
they have necessarily been members of any holi

ness association, but we do mean that they have 
been identified with the holiness people, and the 
movement as such.

“d. Holiness literature is essential to the holi
ness movement. There are tu'o reasons for this:

“ 1. A general church organ cannot be an ad 
vocate of a particular church interest. For in 
stance: A church paper cannot devote itself to 
missions, or to temperance, or to church exten
sion, etc. N ot that the church paper does not 
favor these, for it does, and advocates them. 
But it cannot devote itself to them, because its 
work is of necessity, general. Hence the church 
has separate organs, representing all these inter
ests, missions, extension, temperance, etc.

“2. A church paper cannot devote itself to 
holiness teaching if it would, for reasons that we 
have cited, and some church papers would not 
do so if they could. This is our second reason 
for stating that holiness literature is a necessity. 
[We must read between the lines here. Dr. 
Fowler was a M ethodist, and the papers of his 
own denomination were often against his noble 
work of spreading holiness. Thank God, the 
Church of the Nazarene has a church organ, the 
Herald of Holiness, which is devoted, heart and 
soul, to the cause of holiness!] We need help 
to get and keep salvation. Though the eunuch 
had the written W ord to read, he groped in the 
dark till a human helper was sent to him. God 
has appointed a ministry and commanded them 
to “preach the W ord.” And these ministers must 
have hearers, which involves attendance upon 
the preached Word, and attention to it, and a 
diligent use of the means of grace.

“VII. We need, furthermore, to be forearmed 
against tem ptation, by remembering its great pur
pose in our probation. Jam es utters a startling 
word when he says, ‘Count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers tem ptations.’ But he gives a 
reason for this strange exhortation: ‘The trying 
of our faith w'orketh patience.’ Tem ptation is a 
process of discipline. There is no substitute for 
it in developing our spiritual nature, whether it 
be the testing that God directly brings (Heb. 
1:17), or the soliciting to evil that comes from 
the devil, which God allows. The fact is the 
sam e; it is all for our spiritual bettering, ‘in 
order that we might be partakers of his holiness’ 
(Heb. 12:20).

“It is possible to stand. If indwelt by the
(8 )
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Holy Spirit, and girded by the whole armor of 
God, God will not suffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able to bear, but will provide a way 
of escape (Eph. 6:11-16). ‘Above all taking 
the shield of faith.’ By this we get salvation; 
by this we keep it. God is solicitous that we 
continue in sanctification; therefore He has pro
vided for our keeping (Jude 24).
“ ‘Stand then, in His great might,

With all His strength endued;
But take to arm you for the fight 

The panoply of God;
That having all things done,

And all your conflicts passed,
You may o’ercome through Christ alone, 

And stand complete at last.’"
The thoughtful student will note that Dr. C. J. 

Fowler was intimately acquainted with the deep 
things of God. He will further be impressed by 
the sobriety and solemnity of his discussions. I 
heard him preach perhaps fifty times, and I can
not recall that he ever provoked a smile. He 
was God's mighty ambassador, on business for 
his King, with heaven or hell as the issue. He 
had no time to play with the risibilities of his 
audience. Follow him, as he followed Christ!

E X P O S I T I O N A L

STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT

By Olive M. Winchester 
A Call to Prayer

(Matt. 7:7-12)
"They who seek the throne of grace 
Find that throne in every place;
If we live a life of prayer,
God is present everywhere.”—Holden.

FROM the admonition to refrain from cen
sorious judging on the one hand, and to ex
ercise moral discrimination on the other, the 

discourse carries us on to a paragraph on prayer. 
We have noted before that the connection in 
this chapter is not always apparent, but we may 
have here an underlying current which would 
establish a relationship. The tasks before us in 
the preceding injunctions are not easy ones. To 
keep the spirit pure and free from the bitter
ness from which censoriousness proceeds requires 
prayer, and to properly exercise moral judgment 
also demands prayer, so the command to Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you,” may be 
closely related to the foregoing. As in other 
needs of our life so in these special instances 
should we seek the throne of grace and “live a 
life of prayer.”

In meditating upon our passage then the first 
thought which impresses itself on our mind is the 
fact that the command is given to ask, seek and

knock. If we had been told that in time of need 
in the various phases of our life, we might have 
the privilege of coming in prayer, that would 
have been blessed, but there is an imperative 
note here. Moreover it is a command that has 
continuity to it, for the Greek uses the present 
tense which conveys more particularly kind of 
action than time, and has the force of continued 
or repeated action. Our heavenly Father is never 
wearied with our coming. He bids us ask, and 
keep cn asking, seek and continue to seek, knock 
and knock again.

Not only is the thought of the call to prayer 
found in this passage, but it is reiterated in the 
teaching of Jesus. We have the familiar passage, 
"If two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 
18:19). Here the promise dominates more than the 
call, but underlying is the idea of the duty and call 
to prayer. Likewise in the Gospel of John, we 
find similar passages. At first they, like the 
verse just quoted from Matthew, contain as the 
dominant factor, the promise or assurance that 
what we ask will be granted to us, but they cul
minate in a command. Thus we read: “And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If ye ask anything in my name, I will do it” 
(John 14:13, 14). Practically the same promise 
is reiterated in 15:16. Then in 16:23 once more 
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the promise is given followed by the command, 
“H itherto  have ye asked nothing in my nam e: 
ask, and  w'e shall receive, th a t your joy m ay be 
fu ll!” Thus ye see th a t the com m and to  aek is 
a general one as well as a particular one and is 
not lim ited to  any specific instance even though 
some special passages may relate to specific in 
stances, and furtherm ore it is im portant o ther
wise it would not be repeated so often.

Before leaving this particular point, we should 
note th a t always in our asking we recognize th a t 
w hat we ask is in the sense of a favor to  be 
granted. Sinful man and also m an redeemed has 
no claim as of right against Deity. The only 
plea th a t anyone can bring is the all atoning work 
of Jesus Christ. Thus it is th a t the verb used 
in these commands and also prom ises is the 
Greek word which means to  ask as a favor. 
While jve are bidden to  come, we should recog
nize th a t it is th rough  grace and grace alone 
th a t we may come.
“O Thou, by whom we come to God,

The Life, the T ru th , the W ay,
The path  of prayer Thyself hast tro d ;

Lord, teach us how7 to p ray .”—M o n t g o m e r y .
Closely entw ined with the call to prayer is the 

promise. This we have seen in the parallel quo
tations, and it appears even in the verse itself of 
our text. Then as if to  make it the more indis
putable, there is a fu rther promise added, “For 
every one that asketh rece iveth ; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him th a t knocketh it shall 
be opened.” The com m and is bulw arked by the 
promise. W hen we come and ask, we need not 
fear lest our petition may not gain an audience, 
we are repeatedly assured th a t it will. How 
much com fort and consolation this brings to our 
hearts! W hat rest of faith  should it produce in 
our sou ls! T here m ay be times when it seems 
th a t answer has been denied, but th a t should not 
deter us in our persistency in prayer and tru s t in 
the promises. In  fact the several verbs here 
would seem to anticipate such circumstances. As 
one has said, “W hen conscious of G od’s presence, 
‘ask’; when He is hidden, ‘seek’ ; when His door 
is shut, ‘knock’ !” Often the “vision is for the 
appointed tim e,” and  we are to  ta rry  and wait 
for it. The Lord has His own times and seasons, 
and we are to  trust and believe.

“ God answers p rayer; sometimes, when hearts 
are weak,

He gives the very gifts believers seek.
But often faith  must learn a deeper rest,

And trust G od’s silence when He does not 
sp eak ;

F or He whose nam e is Love will send the best. 
S tars m ay burn  out, nor m ountain  walls endure, 
B ut God is true, His promises are sure 
For those who seek.”— A u t h o r  U n k n o w n .
In  order th a t we m ay understand  the better 

how God answers prayer, analogy is draw n for 
us. A series of questions is asked. “Or what 
man is there of you, whom  if his son ask him for 
a loaf, will give him a stone; or if he shall ask 
for a fish, will give him a serpen t? If ye then, 
being evil, know  how' to  give good gifts unto 
your children, how much m ore shall your F ather 
who is in heaven give good things to them  that 
ask h im ?” (R . V.) In  the Gospel of Luke the 
entire passage th a t we have discussed thus far 
is prefaced by the parable of the friend a t m id
night. Laidlaw  in developing a serm on from 
the parable used as a theme, “How' to  P ray , and 
How  God Answers P rayer.” Then in enlarging 
on the second part, he lays dow'n the promise 
th a t God answers as m an answers, and continues, 
“T ha t is how God will answer prayer, as cer
tain ly  as m an; n ay much m ore— as well as m an; 
nay much better. T ake m an a t his w orst, as 
a churlish neighbor a t an unseasonable hour 
petitioned on behalf of a s trang er; he will take 
the trouble because he is im portuned. W ill God 
not be infinitely b e tte r than  th a t when you ask 
H im ? T ake m an a t his best, a fa ther peti
tioned by his own child for his daily bread, 
and fish, and egg. Can you conceive anyone so 
inhum an as to give instead a base counterfeit 
of s tone, or serpent, or scorpion? Impossible. 
And shall we conceive so basely of the Lord in 
heaven, our God and  F ather, as th a t instead of 
an answer to prayer we should be referred to  a 
n atu ra l law, and instead of a gift from  above, 
we should have b u t the inw ard  exercise of a misr 
taken sentim ent? Is God not so able as man, 
nor so wise, nor so good, th a t He cannot or will 
not answer His petitio n ers?”
“All fathers learn their craft from  Thee;

All loves are shadows cast 
From  the beautiful eternal hills 

Of Thine unbeginning past.”—Selected.
In  m aking the com parison and draw ing the 

analogy, the thought stresses the n atu ra l human 
sym pathy of m an and his love for his own. Man 
out of his n a tu ra l heart is m oved w ith compas
sion to give the daily requisites to  his children. 
If therefore m an still evil, still w ithout the impell
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ing power of divine love will gladly give, how 
much more would a man in whom the love of 
God dwells, and over and above th a t how much 
more will our heavenly Father “give good gifts 
unto his children?” W hat confidence we may 
have that He will answer our p rayers!

With the call to prayer, the promises and as
surances attending the call, and the accompany
ing analogy, we have a strong encouragement in 
prayer. But answers to prayer are not without 
the fulfillment of conditions on the part of the 
petitioner. In other contexts other conditions are 
stipulated, but here we have laid down the 
requisite of right relations with our fellowman. 
“All things therefore whatsoever ye would th a t 
men should do unto you, even so do ye also 
unto them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 
We have not been in the habit of associating the 
Golden Rule with answers to prayer, but the 
word, “therefore,” here would indicate that such 
an association should be made. I t  is an infer
ential conjunction drawing its conclusion from 
the preceding. The thought then would be, “ If 
you wish, therefore, to receive answers to your 
prayers according to the promises given, and 
as a heavenly Father desires to bestow upon you, 
take heed that you deal compassionately with 
your fellowman, th a t you treat him as kindly 
and as considerately as you yourself would wish 
to be treated.”

Among ethical precepts, the Golden Rule stands 
pre-eminent. As a brief, succinct compendium of 
conduct of man tow ard man it is unsurpassed. 
There have been some sayings like unto it, but 
none th a t equal it. In  a rapid survey Smith 
gives some of the predecessors of the Golden Rule. 
He begins with a rabbinical proverb. Relating 
the circumstances, he says, “I t is told, for exam
ple, of Hillel th a t once when a Gentile, making 
jest of the rabbinical law with its multitudinous 
precepts, promised to embrace the Jewish faith 
if he would teach him the law while standing 
on one foot—a proverbial phrase for doing a 
thing quickly and easily—the gentle rabbi an
swered, ‘W hat is hateful to thyself, do not to 
thy neighbor. This is the whole law, and the 
rest is commentary.’ I t  is told also of Aris
totle that, being asked, ‘How we should behave 
to our friends; he replied, ‘As we would wish 
them  to behave to us! In  view of such paral
lels unbelievers in St. Augustine’s day denied 
the originality of the Golden Rule; and so did 
the historian Gibbon, alleging a maxim of the

Greek orator, Isocrates, ‘W hat angers you when 
you experience it a t others’ hands, this do not 
to others.’ But in tru th  there is a wide difference. 
Aristotle’s maxim had to do merely with be
havior to one’s friends, and those of Hillel and 
Isocrates were negative: ‘Do not to others w hat 
you would not have them do to you.’ But our 
Lord’s rule is positive: ‘Do to others whatsoever 
you would have them do to you’; and this is an 
immeasurably larger requirement. No teacher 
had ever said the like; and it is very remark
able, proving how hard His disciples found it, 
that when we pass from the Gospels to the early 
literature of the Church, we read there invariably 
not His Golden Rule but the negative precept: 
‘All things whatsoever thou wouldst not have 
done to thee, do not thou to another.’ ”

N ot in this passage alone, however, do we find 
the association of the relations of brotherhood 
between man and man as a condition of answer 
to prayer. Already in our Sermon on the M ount 
we have noted the command, “If therefore thou 
art offering thy gift a t the altar, and there re- 
memberest th a t thy brother hath aught against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and 
go thy way, first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift.” Moreover 
we recall the exhortation th a t we are to love 
our enemies, not simply our neighbors, if we 
are to be children of our Father who is in 
heaven.” In consequence we see that there is a 
very close connection between our attitude and 
conduct tow ard those around us and the answers 
to prayer we receive. If  we are failing to obtain 
that for which we are pleading, would it  not be 
wise for us to consider how we have treated our 
brother? Do we need to ask his forgiveness? 
Have we been lacking in sym pathy and lovingkind
ness? Changing one word (things to men) in 
the concluding verse of the Ancient Mariner, we 
might say:

“He prayeth best who loveth best,
All men both great and small,

For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.”— C o le r id g e .

In  homiletical material this passage is rich. 
The first verse (M att. 7:7) might be used as a 
text, and the theme could be, “ How to Pray,” 
with the three words, ask, seek, knock as the 
main divisions. Then verses 8 and 9 might also 
be a text, the theme being, “Answered Prayer 
Assured,” with divisions, assured on the basis 
of God’s Word, on the basis of human experience, 
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on the basis o f the lovingkindness o f our heav
enly Father. Finally the Golden Rule might 
constitute a text with the theme, “ Brotherly 
Kindness.”  The first divisional head, then would 
follow — measured by what we desire to be recip
rocated, second, its relation to the law and the 
prophets and third, its necessity for answered 
prayer.

HINTS TO
By C. E.

King o f Glory
Who is this king of glory? The Lord, strong 

and mighty (Psa. 24: 8 ).
1. Infinite in Power.
2. Infinite in W isdom .
3. Infinite in Love.

Bible Talk on “ Power”
W ithout me ye. can do nothing.
He shall baptize you with the H oly  Ghost and 

fire.
They were all filled with the H oly  Ghost. 
Preachers with tongues o f fire.
Laymen with the power o f the H oly Ghost. 
Laywom en who know God by personal experi

ence.
The church on fire.
I. The one great w ork o f the Christian is to 

be a living and faithful witness for  Jesus 
Christ. This witness is to be one o f power. 
It is:
1. The witness o f personal salvation.
2. The witness o f personal character.
3. A  faithful witness in social and business 

life.
4. A  witness by w ord o f m outh and good 

deeds to the people.
II. Some manifestations o f power.

1. In prayer.
2. In speech.
3. In service.

III. Some questions for  our consideration.
1. T o  whom  is this pow er prom ised?
2. What are the conditions of getting it?
3. W ho m ay receive it, and when?
4. Are we to wait until the power is given?
5. W ill a person know when it is given?

— C. H. Y a tm an .

His Faithfulness
He views thee in thy day o f rejoicing and thy 

day o f sorrow. He sympathizes in thy hopes 
and in thy tem ptations; He interests Himself in 
all thy anxieties and thy remembrances, in all the 
risings and fallings o f thy spirit. —  C a r d in a l  

N e w m a n .

FISHERMEN
C o r n e l l

Studies on Prayer
M orning:

Prayer— Its meaning.
Prayer— Preparation for.
Prayer— As power.
Prayer— And results.

Evening:
For Better— F or Worse.
The Old Lover and the N ew  Flame.
The Fatal Forties.
Sunset and Evening Star.

— H a r o l d  N. G e i s t w e i t .

Wisdom in Small Doses
Trouble expands in the vacuum  of a selfish 

soul, but shrivels in a sympathetic heart.
M an shall yet establish passenger routes be

tween all the ports in the seven seas of space, 
and shall broadcast his whispers to other uni
verses.

The best society is not w'here etiquette is most 
punctiliously observed, but where the sweetest 
and wisest people meet.

I f  trouble comes to you, make a place for her 
in your house, but do not introduce her to all 
your friends.

A  horse has sense enough to reserve its shying 
for the broad pavement, keeping its head on the 
narrow turnpike, but a nation loves peace until 
it arrives at a dangerous point, when it shies 
over the embankment into war.

N o credit ever cancels a debit in conduct. 
Each stands until repented for.

Jesus opened men’s eyes, but it is recorded 
that even He could not perform  the miracle of 
closing their mouths.

Could the man o f a generation ago have seen 
one of our automobiles, however cheap, he would
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have exclaimed with king Richard, slightly 
amended, “ My kingdom for a horseless!”

All hell turns out to enjoy a war, and the 
devil leads the cheering.

More and more, the word “undergraduate” is 
being used instead of “student.” The change is 
in the interest of accuracy.

Perfect goodness is like the horizon. Though 
we should always be marching tow ard it, we 
should never delude ourselves into the notion 
th a t we are actually bumping into it.

When I consider war, my regret is not that 
we come from the beast, but that we have come 
in the wrong direction.

Our greatest need today is a Christmas present 
suitable to a man with no bad habits.

M any love letters should be stamped, “R u sh ! 
Contents perishable.”—J o h n  A n d r e w  H o l m e s .

More Persons Reading the Bible Than Ever Before
We are told that the Bible is being neglected, 

that men are turning away from the W ord of 
God. Then what becomes of all the Bibles 
printed? The American Bible Society is only one 
of many agencies producing and distributing 
copies of the Bible, yet this one agency reports 
that in 1925 it issued two and one-half million 
more volumes of the Holy Scriptures than in 
1924 and nearly a million and a half more than 
in any previous year. Other Bible societies and 
many individual publishers still rank the Bible 
as the “best seller” and report larger sales than 
ever before. Is it possible th a t nobody uses the 
Bibles bought?

Is it said th a t only ignorant people in foreign 
lands now want copies of the Scriptures? Well, 
it is a fact that the American Bible Society, 
which issues the Bible and portions in more than 
150 languages, used more Bibles in mission lands 
than at home; yet its increase in the home field 
amounted to 738,855 more copies than in 1924. 
W hen one turns to the report from foreign fields 
he finds th a t the most notable progress was made 
in lands which are said to  be most opposed to 
the Christian religion. For instance, China is in 
revolution and there has developed organized op
position to Christianity; yet the China agency 
of the American Bible Society used 4,075,853 vol
umes in 1925. Add to these figures the product 
of the British and Scotch societies and it is found 
th a t over 11,000,000 volumes were circulated in

China alone. Russia also has been looked upon 
as a land of opposition, yet government permis
sion was recently given to print copies of the 
Scriptures on government presses and the Ameri
can society is now busy at this task. So runs the 
tale. Who says the Bible is out of date?

The Bible the Greatest Book
The principles of the Bible are the ground work 

of human freedom.— H o r ac e  G r e e l y .
All the distinctive features and superiority of 

our republican institutions are derived from the 
teachings of scripture.— E d w a r d  E v e r e t t .

Hold fast to your Bible as the sheet-anchor of 
your liberties.—U . S . G r a n t .

“To the influence of this Book (the Bible) we 
are indebted for all the progress made in true 
civilization, and to this we must look as our 
guide in the future.”

The general diffusion of the Bible is the most 
effectual way to civilize and to humanize m an
kind.—  C h a n c e l l o r  K e n t .

The whole hope of human progress is sus
pended on the ever-growing influence of the Bi
ble.—W il l i a m  H. S e w a r d .

Intolerance
Across the way my neighbor’s windows shine,

His roof-tree shields him from the storms that 
fro w n ;

He toiled and saved to build it, staunch and 
brown,

And though my neighbor’s house is not like mine, 
I would not pull it d ow n!

With patient care my neighbor too, had built 
A house of faith, wherein his soul might stay, 
A haven from the winds that sweep life’s way. 

I t differed from my own—I felt no guilt—
I  burned it yesterday!

— M o l l y  A n d e r s o n  H a l e y  in Literary Digest.

Prayermeeting Themes from a great 
Exhortation

(1 Thess. 5:14-25)
W arn them that are unruly.
Comfort the feeble-minded.
Support the weak.
Be patient tow ard all men.
See that none render evil for evil unto any 

man.
(13)
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Ever follow that which is good.
Both among yourselves, and to all men. 
Rejoice evermore.
Pray w ithout ceasing.
In  everything give thanks.
For this is the will of God.
Concerning you.
Quench not the Spirit.
Despise not prophesyings.
Prove all things.
Hold fast that which is good.
Abstain  from all appearance of evil.
The very God of peace sanctify you wholly. 
Spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless. 
Unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is he that calleth you.
Who also will do it.
Brethren, pray for us.

Solid Shot for Preachers
Load your gospel gun to kill elephants, not 

pewees.
A good hunter never wastes his ammunition on 

invisible game.
Take aim on your knees and you will bring down 

the game.
Hides are too full of holes to w arrant skinning. 
Change the tone of your voice if you would not 

become monotonous.
Do not “holler” so loud that you cannot be under

stood.
Avoid the stage whisper, the man on the back 

seat desires to hear what you say.
Do not spend most of the preaching hour m ak

ing announcements.
Too many stale jokes render the sermon ineffec

tive.
Aim to say something when you talk.
Its  doubtful if you are called to preach, if you 

cannot find a text in the Bible.
Put the “fodder” for the sheep low enough down 

so they can reach it.
Do not aim to be a polished preacher, but a 

polished shaft.
Back up the tru th  you preach with a prayerful 

unsoiled life.
Have no “pets,” they absorb too much of your 

time.
Patience, long-suffering and gentleness should 

characterize y o u r everyday life.
Do not talk much about your courage, the people 

will soon find out if you have any.

T he Undiscovered Power of Prayer
Wonders have been wrought by prayer. Lan

guage is lame to express the mighty power of 
prayer. As one illustration: Moses got tremend
ously in earnest and threw himself in the breach 
and saved the Israelitish nation from destruction. 
His im portunate prayer was heard. Multitudes 
of others have prayed and wrought wonders. 
Dr. Charles L. Goodell has recently said, “Our 
scientists are telling us th a t however great may 
be the undiscovered forces of nature, the undis
covered power of prayer is even gerater. They 
unite with our Christian poet in saying, ‘More 
things are wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of,’ and that ‘the whole round earth is 
every way bound by gold chains about the feet 
of God.’ If these things are so, it is evident that 
the most im portant thing in the life of the 
Church is that she should give herself to prayer. 
. . . Nineteen hundred and tw enty-nine may 
begin on the M ount for us if we can a t times 
and seasons withdraw from our activities and 
come apart to meet with God. The year will 
open with a new vision if we give God time and 
wait for the unveiling of His presence in our lives. 
But our vision is conditioned by our obedience 
to the heavenly vision; let us therefore wait in 
“stillness of soul before Him."

Human Pastors
"W hat sort of a minister do you have?” one 

business man asked another as the men met several 
years after college graduation, and they were 
exchanging notes on their respective experiences 
since they had said good-by to each other.

“Well,” replied the friend without enthusiasm, 
“he is a brilliant sermonizer, and a good many 
of our people admire him, but if you want my 
honest answer, he does not care for his people. 
His interest seems to be centered in his pulpit 
efforts, and in making brilliant public addresses 
before the R otary, Kiwanis, and other organi
zations where he is in quite constant demand. 
But what I want, and I believe that I express 
the feeling of most of our church folks, is a 
human pastor who has an affectionate interest 
in human beings. We get hungry, my wife and
I, for a pastor who is a personal friend, genu
inely interested in the family, and a man of feel
ing and regard.

“T h at’s the sort of a pastor I w ant, and I 
don’t get him in the man who is at the head of 
our church. He is the minister whom we called,
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but he is not the pastor whom we would like 
to have call us and our children by our first 
names. And let me tell you, the young people 
and the children don’t love this man or his bril
liant sermons, because they have found out 
that he doesn’t care for them. Can you blame 
them if they don’t want to attend church, and 
if they have lost their interest in it? You can’t 
warm the heart with a cold intellectual figure in 
the pulpit.”

All of which ought to provide food for thought 
w:ith any minister who is asking himself why his 
galleries are empty and why people do not warm 
up in friendly fashion when they see him turning 
the corner and coming tow ard them. One of the 
greatest needs of the pulpit is now, and always 
will be, a man in it who loves folks supremely, 
and thinks of their heart needs along with their 
mental desires. The M aster looked out on the 
multitudes and had compassion on them. One 
of the very first essentials of a Christian life is 
the prominence given to humanity. Very few 
ministers can be great orators or sermonizers. 
But every minister ought to be a lover of his 
flock, and if he is, he can have more influence 
over life than the man who walks into his pulpit 
on Sunday to create adm iration for a sermon 
which has taken him more time to prepare than 
he has given to the human need of his people.

Be a human pastor, brother. Your people are 
hungry for that sort.—D r . S h e l d o n  in The Chris
tian Herald.

What Science Says
Dr. Haven Emerson, former Health Commis

sioner of New York City, says concerning Alco
hol:

Alcohol is a depressant, habit-form ing narcotic 
drug.

Alcohol is a protoplasmic poison.
Alcohol is drunk to get the drug effect and 

whenever it is so taken in w hatever am ount it 
exerts to some degree its depressant and toxic 
effects.

Alcohol causes disease; psychoses, multiple 
neuritis, gastritis, cirrhosis of the liver.

Alcohol causes deaths; from acute and chronic 
poisoning.

Alcohol reduces resistance to infection.
Alcohol diminishes likelihood of recovery from 

acute infections, such as penumonia.
Alcohol increases liability to accidents, and de

lays recovery.

Alcohol reduces endurances, accuracy and ra
pidity of muscular action of all kinds, even when 
used in such small amounts as to show effects 
inappreciable subjectively to the user.

Alcohol decreases expectation of life.
Alcohol reduces chance and survival of off

spring.
Alcohol deteriorates emotional and nervous con

trol, as expressed in unreliable judgment and self- 
control, and hence contributes to the incidence of 
venereal diseases.

When Prohibition is Abandoned
The facts are, Prohibition has proven itself to 

be such a general blessing from every stand
point, as the days come and go, it will be more 
and more beneficial, and a fixed principle in the 
minds of the people. The Eighteenth Amend
ment is here to stay. The following is pertinent:

“Prohibition will be abandoned,” The Amer
ican Insurance Magazine says, “when wives en
joy having husbands who spend their pay check 
in the saloon; when children prefer a drunken, 
abusive father; when railways decide to employ 
drinking men as engineers; when life insurance 
companies consider steady drinkers” as better 
risks than total abstainers; when banks and 
business corporations advertise for clerks and 
bookkeepers who are habitual drinkers; when 
athletes who train on beer and wine beat total 
abstainers; when superintendents post the sign, 
‘Tipplers and Drinking Men W anted,’ at the 
gates of their factories; when credit-men decide 
to class a ‘rum hound’ and ‘boozer’ as a better 
risk than a total abstainer; when doctors 'te ll 
their patients that a hard drinker has a better 
chance to pull through a serious operation than 
a total abstainer; when great automobile cor
porations are willing to assislt in placing a 
saloon at every crossroads, so their customers 
can get as tipsy as they please and smash up as 
many cars as possible.”

Salvation only Through Christ
(Luke 1: 69; 2: 30).

The only Door (John 10 :9 ).
The only Savior (Acts 4: 12).
His grace sufficient (Acts IS: 11).
His blood avails (Rom. 5 :9 ) .
For the obedient (Heb. 5: 9).
At His coming (Heb. 9 :2 8 ).

(IS)
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HOMILETIC AL
EN TIRE SANCTIFICATION

By W . T .  P u r k h i s e r  

T e x t :  Sanctify them through thy truth; thy 
word is truth (John 17 :1-24).

1. C o n d i t i o n s  N e c e s s a r y  t o  S a n c t i f i c a t i o n  
N otice what Jesus says about the present 
experience o f disciples:
7. “ They have kept thy w ord ”  (verse 6 ). 
Contact with Jesus brings conform ity to His 
word.
2. .“ I am glorified in them”  (verse 10). Their 
lives were a credit to Christ.
3. “ They are not o f the world, even as I am 
not o f the w orld” (verse 16).

a. The truly justified Christian is not 
w orldly.

b. Their separation was as distinct and as 
complete as was Christ’s.

II. R e a s o n  t h e  L o r d  G a v e  f o r  t h e  S a n c t i f i c a 
t i o n  o f  H is D is c i p l e s

1. “ That they might have my joy  fulfilled in 
themselves” (verse 13). That they might be 
“ filled full”  o f the joy  of the Lord.

2. “ That thou shouldest keep them from  the 
evil” (verse IS ). Holiness the “ Grace 
wherein we stand.”

3. “ That they may be one in us.”  Holiness 
is unifying (verse 21).

.4. “ That the world may believe." Pentecost 
given for evangelization (verse 21).

5. “ That they may be with me where I 
am . . . behold m y g lory”  (verse 24). 
“ F ollow  peace with all . . . and the 
sanctification (A . R .) without which no 
man shall see the L ord .”

SIN’S REM EDY
By J. W . B o s t  

L e s s o n :  John 5:1-9.
T e x t :  John 5:6.
I n t r o d u c t o r y :  The troubled waters.
I .  T h e  M o r a l  D is e a s e  o f  M a n

1. Its orgin, indulgence.
2. Its propagation, infection.
3. Its seat constitutional.
4. Its effects, enmity— selfishness.
5. Its termination, fatal.

I I .  T h e  R e m e d y

1. A  specific remedy.
2. It is adequate.

I I I .  T i ie  P h y s i c i a n

1. He is able.
2. He is benevolent.
3. He makes terms with the willing.

TH REE CROSSES
By J. T . M a y b u r y  

L e s s o n :  Luke 23:32, 33, 39-43.
I. R i g h t  R e v e a l s

1. Three traits o f carnality.
a. Unbelief.
b. Christ rejection.
c. Impenitence.

2. Results.
a. N o pardon.
b. Christless death.

I I .  L e f t  R e v e a l s

1. Four things.
a. Confession—“ we justly."
b. W orship— “ nothing amiss.”
c. Belief— “ kingdom  and prophet.”
d. Prayer— “ remember”  (low ly  prayer).

III. M i d d le  C r o s s  R e v e a l s
1. Revelation o f love.
2. Sinfulness o f man.
3. Fidelity to law.
4. Substitution (Gal. 3 :1 3 ).

PREACH ED  SERM ON OUTLINES 
ON CH RISTM AS
By B a s i l  W . M i l l e r  

The Cradle and the Cross
T e x t :  For this cause came I  into the world 

(Jno. 18-37).
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The life and death o f Christ 

hinge on the memorable hour o f his birth. His 
coming into the world on that first glad Christ
mas night made possible all the blessing flowing 
from  Calvary. W ithout His birth the glory of 
His life would never be told. W ithout His natal 
hour the agony o f the garden and the tragedy 
o f the cross would not be known. The “ old, old 
story of redem ption” is told in song and narra
tive, because Jesus was born as a babe at Beth
lehem. Christ came into the w orld :

1. As a  D iv i n e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  o u r  S in s . 
This is the heart o f redemption. A divine sub-
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stitute was required for our transgressions, and 
Jesus furnished the only possible one. Hence we 
can sing the cradle song in unison with that 
grand old hymn which stirred the heart of Frank
lin so much, “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross.” The two blend into one glorious har
mony.

2. To B r e a k  t h e  C h a i n s  o f  S i n ’s  S l a v e r y . 
No freedom from sin is possible w ithout the birth 
of Jesus. He came—He died— sin no longer has 
dominion over (he soul of man, when the con
ditions of Calvary are accepted. Sin binds upon 
the will a chain of unbreakable strength. I t 
weaves around the emotions of man a net of such 
power that man cannot disentangle himself. But 
thanks be unto God, that through Christ, these 
chains prove easy for the M aster to break.

3. To F u r n i s h  a F o u n t a i n  f o r  S i n  a n d  U n- 
clf.a n n e s s . We can sing it as Jerry  MacAuley or 
Sam Hadley, or the vilest of heathens sing, “There 
is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Im 
manuel’s veins.” But all the glory of this opened 
fountain which cleanses from sin comes only 
through the birth of Jesus into the world, that 
He might die for our sins.

4 . To R e a c h  a H a n d  D o w n  to  t h e  V il e s t  
o f  S i n n e r s . We can sing it today on this glad
some Christmas day, that there is a divine hand 
stretched out for each. It is the hand which has 
raised the lowest to the heights of grace. It is 
a transforming hand, not a reforming one.

C o n c l u s i o n : Then today may we sing the 
old stories of the birth of Jesus. Yes, the story 
came on the midnight air, the clearest story of 
the ages. But every singing voice heralded the 
coming of the cross. Across the ages the rain
bow of hope encircled the cradle, and reached 
even to the dreary head of the cross. The cradle 
and the cross form the sweetest melodies yet 
sung by human voice. Then may we join them 
today, “Away in a manger . . . the little 
Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head," and “In 
the cross of Christ I gloy ; towering o’er the 
wrecks of time.”
NEW YORK CITY

SERMON SEED
B y  T. M. A n d e r s o n  

S u b j e c t : The All-important Question 
T e x t : Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 

(John  9:35).
1. The text asks about personal faith in Christ. 

I t m atters not what others think or believe about 
Jesus; but it is all-im portant to us what we be
lieve. Christ is unable to do anything for us 
unless we believe on Him. Unbelief keeps Him 
from  helping us, and it cuts us off from His 
m inistry to us.

2. Do we have active faith in the Son of 
God? T hat is, do we believe in Him or do we 
believe on Him. The devils and wicked men can 
believe in Him, yet derive no grace from Him. 
We can credit Him with deity, power and holi
ness and yet remain sinners. But if we believe 
on Him, then we have an active faith which im
poses ourselves upon Him for grace and help. 
I t was this kind of faith that Jesus asked the 
man He had healed if he now had. Could he 
now impose himself fully on the Son of God?

3. Do you believe on the Son of God for 
forgiveness of sins? He is the sin-bearer. Have 
you cast your guilt upon him?

4. Do you believe on the Son of God for 
sanctification? Seeing it provided in His death, 
do you throw self upon Him for the cleansing? 
This act of faith only can bring the blessing.

5. Do you believe on the Son of God for 
things necessary to life? Has he not said, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” ? Does He not 
know what things we have need of before we 
ask? Then do we trust or do we trouble? Are 
we restful or restless?

6. Do you believe on the Son of God when it 
costs something to do it? I t cost the man Jesus 
healed his friends, his relatives, and his standing in 
the community, and his place in the synagogue.

7. Do you believe on the Son of God for 
preservation? Has He not promised to keep that 
which has been committed to Him against that 
day ? Believing He is able is one th in g ; but 
trusting Him daily to do it is another.

8. Do you believe on the Son of God to give 
power to carry on the work to which He has 
called you ? Do you fight as one that expects 
defeat or victory, which? Do discouraging cir
cumstances appear larger than the promises of 
God? Faith makes every promise of God an asset.

I am come that they might have life (Jno. 
10 : 10 ) .

The text explains the great purpose in the 
coming of Jesus into the world. He came to 
give life. He gave life by His death. He re
vealed life by His manner of living. In Him 
was life, and His life was the light of men.

1. He is the only way to life. “I am the 
door.” There is no-access to God for life except 
through this door. God cannot be found except 
through Christ the door.

2. He gives the fullest measure of life. 
“T hat ye might have it [life] more abundantly.” 
The things that make up life are given in abund
ance. Joy is full, peace is full, love is without 
measure, hope is full. There is nothing small or 
stingy with God. The soul is freed from the 
disease of sin. Life is abundant because perfect 
soul health is obtained.
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3. Life is preserved. “By me, if any man 
enter in lie shall be saved.”

a. Saved from the condemnation of sin. God 
pardons to life.

b. Saved from the death of indwelling sin. 
God cleanses the soul, and the cancer of depravity 
is cured. Life is saved.

c. Saved from the enemies that would destroy • 
us. “The thief cometh not but to steal, to kill, 
to destroy.” Jesus preserves His people from 
these things.

4. It is life maintained. “He shall find pas
ture.” God will feed the soul on that which shall 
support it in a holy life. He has a feeding 
ground for His sheep.

5. I t is life supervised by the “Good Shep
herd.” Those who come into this life shall 
benefit by the care of the Good Shepherd. He 
knows His sheep. He knows how to care for 
them according to their needs. He knows the 
weak, the tried, the troubled and tempted ones.

6. I t is life eternal. “I give unto them eternal 
life” (see verses 28, 29). The rew'ard for those 
who have become His sheep is the gift of eternal 
life. I  hey shall never die, for He hath abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light.

No force arrayed against them shall pluck 
them out of His hand. They are kept by the 
power of a loving God.' Those who hear His 
voice and follow Him have nothing to fear. To 
obey this voice, and follow the Leader they will 
surely come to the life which hath no end, and 
to the day th a t hath no sunset.

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
Compiled by J . G l e n n  G o u l d  

Crucified with Christ
The following soliloquy is one of the most 

famous passages in the sermons of Dr. Alexander 
Whyte, for years the well-known pastor of St. 
George’s United Free Church in Edinburgh:

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live.” “This is a great mystery even to myself,” 
says Paul, “but I will tell you how it has been 
fulfilled in me. When the law of God came 
home to me I saw that I was a dead man. I 
saw that the wages of sin like mine was death. 
But just then it was that God in His grace to 
me revealed His Son in me. Revealed Him in me 
a very mystery of godliness; revealed Him as 
made sin, as crucified for sin, and thus as the 
Ransom and Redeemer of my soul. Had I died 
for my own sin, which I was just about to do, 
I had died forever: I had died the first and sec
ond death. But dying in and with Christ, I both 
died and yet lived. One with Him in His death,

I began again to live in His resurrection. I 
awoke off and after the cross, and found myself 
a new creature: old things had passed away, and 
all things had become new. I am  still dead to 
some things—dead and never to see resurrection. 
I am dead to the law, and the law is dead to me. 
The law still sometimes looks at me as if it knew 
me, and had something against me, and was about 
to bring up something against m e; but after a 
time it only looks at me and passes by me. At 
such moments I tremble to my very h e a r t; but 
at such moments God again reveals His Son in 
me, and I am enabled to say, ‘Why art thou dis
quieted in me, O my soul? thou and I are 
crucified with C hrist!’

“Nevertheless I live. I live, I say, yet I so live 
that it is not I that live, but rather it is Christ 
that liveth in me. In some ways I am the same 
man I was before I was crucified with Christ, 
and in some ways I am not. In  some not un
im portant ways I am the same man, and in some 
more im portant ways I am not. My hands and 
my feet are the same hands and feet I had be
fore I was crucified wdth Christ; and yet even 
they are not quite the same, for they henceforth 
bear in them the marks of the Lord Jesus. The 
outward man is much the sam e; but the inward 
man has had a wonderful experience. I was a 
dead man, a mere corpse and carcass of a man, 
when the Lord Jesus came to me, and breathed 
His own life into me, and said unto me, Saul, 
Saul, receive thou the Holy Ghost! And I arose 
and stood upon my feet a living man. I lived, 
yet not I, but at that moment Christ lived in 
me.”
Youth’s Capacity for Recovery

T hat is a great story of Napoleon a t Ma
rengo. When Kellermann came riding in as the 
sun was setting defeat was everywhere, and 
Napoleon said, “How1 goes the ba ttle?” The 
marshal said, “It is lost, but there is time to win 
another,” and swung around with his cavalry 
and won it.

That is the glory of youth. Failure is a neces
sary part in every life that is w orth living. The 
discovery of one’s own weakness is a necessary 
ingredient for true strength. Y outh’s greatest 
asset is not in immunity from failure, but in the 
capacity for recovery. The bitterest liability of 
later years is that for failure there is little or 
very difficult recovery. Y outh can yet snatch 
out of the dust of humiliation a torch th a t will 
burn more steadily hereafter.— F. W. N o r w o o d .
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The Guidance o f the Master Hand
The season was over. The big engine, sep

arator, and water tank left for the night in the 
lot behind the outbuildings made a spectacle so 
imposing as to draw to their side every boy in 
the neighborhood. The next morning Jim  went 
out to get up steam to pull the separator into 
the shed. A fire was soon roaring, and he went 
back into the house. An hour passed. He did 
not notice the excited schoolboys, still discussing 
the machines.

“ Here’s where he pulls the whistle,”  said one. 
" I  know  I could start her and guide her, too ,” 
said another. “ Y ou  start her! Y ou  couldn’t 
start a wagon dow n h ill!”

“ Couldn’t I, though! H ere’s what he pulls. 
I 've  seen him do it many a tim e.”  And with 
both hands the boy grasped the big lever and 
tugged until he got the throttle open.

Jim was just finishing breakfast when sud
denly there was a fearful noise. Crack! Bang! 
R ip ! He rushed to the lot. Before he had 
covered half the distance to it he saw what had 
happened. That boys might pull the throttle 
had never occurred to h im ; he had built the 
fire and left the engine with rising steam. When 
the boy had opened the throttle the big engine 
had trembled as if uncertain what to do with its 
free strength; then the wheels began to turn, and 
the machine, making a big half circle, had struck 
the shed, tipped it half over, burst off the big 
door, and broken in the side o f the wall. There 
Jim  found it.

Friends, there is a force in your lives that is 
strong beyond measuring. That force, if put to 
the right use in the right way, will prove a bless
ing to you and to the world. But what are the 
dread consequences o f throwing the throttle wide 
open and “ letting her g o ” ? W reck and ruin, sor
row  and death, will strew the path o f the life 
that is not under the hand o f control. And the 
only safe hand on the lever is the hand of the 
M aster of lives, the L ord  Jesus Christ. W ill 
you  submit to H im ?— Youth’s Companion.

The Uttermost Sinner
A nd thus it is that the very uttermost sinner 

in all this city this m orning is to be looked for 
in some o f its congregations, rather than in any 
o f its slums or in any o f its prisons. Those out
cast creatures that fill our sunken places, our 
prisons, and our penal settlements, may well have 
com m itted crimes that we have no temptation

to comm it. But by no possibility can they be 
guilty of such sins, and such heinous aggrava
tions o f sins, as some o f us are guilty of. They 
never had the thousandth part o f our advan
tages and opportunities. And it is advantage and 
opportunity that so aggravate sin, and so incrim
inate the soul. I should not wonder then that 
the very uttermost sinner in all this city this 
morning is sitting in this house at this moment, 
and is consenting to my words about him with his 
whole heart. It is quite possible, and there are 
some good  grounds for believing it, that there 
is some man here on whom  privilege upon privi
lege has been heaped, and opportunity upon op 
portunity, and grace upon grace, and all conceiv
able kinds o f blessing— both temporal and spir
itual— and yet he has sinned in the teeth o f all 
that till he is the very uttermost sinner in all 
this city. And till it may very well be that 
what is so much mere hypothesis, and imagina
tion, and indeed extravagance, to all other men 
now listening to his case, is the most undeniable 
truth, and the most dreadful truth to him. Ay 
— and it may very well be that, under the hand 
of the H oly Ghost, he may be seeing at this m o
ment how  near he now  is to the last precipice 
of all, how  near he now  is to that black line of 
reprobation beyond which there is nothing but 
the bottomless pit. But he is Still here. He has 
not yet crossed the black line. He has not yet 
fallen headlong into that horrible pit. “ Save 
from  going down to the p it! For I have found 
a ransom.”— D r .  A l e x .  W’ h y t e .

A  Momentous Conference
One of the most memorable and important in

terviews which ever took  place between two in
dividuals in this world was held on a raft in 
the middle of the river Nieman, at the little 
town of Tilsit, in Prussia. At one o ’clock pre
cisely, on the 25th of June, 1807, boats put off 
from  opposite sides o f the stream and rowed 
rapidly toward the raft. Out o f each boat stepped 
a single individual, and the tw o met in a small 
wooden apartment in the middle o f the raft, 
while cannon thundered from  either shore, and 
the shouts o f great armies drawn up on both 
banks drowned the roar of artillery. The two 
persons were the Emperors Napoleon and Alex
ander, and the history of the time tells us that 
they met “ to arrange the destinies o f mankind.” 
And the hastily constructed raft, on which the 
interview took place, will be remembered as long
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as the story of great conquests and mighty revo
lutions can interest the mind o f man. The con
ference lasted but two hours; it was entirely 
private between the two emperors, and yet it 
was fraught with momentous consequences to 
millions. It was one o f the great crises in human 
history when the currents o f power that govern 
the nations take new directions and break over 
the bounds and barriers o f ages.

Go back eighteen hundred years beyond the 
treaty o f Tilsit, and we can find a private con
ference between two individuals o f far more m o
mentous and lasting importance than that be
tween Napoleon and Alexander. This more an
cient interview was not watched with eager ex
pectancy by great armies; it was not hailed by 
the thunder o f cannon and the shouts o f ap
plauding thousands; it was not arranged before
hand by keen and watchful agents guarding the 
interest and safety to the tw'o who were to meet.

COURTESY
By  E d  M . A x

C
O U R T E SY  is the keynote to success,” 
for the amount we invest in courtesy 
we get best paid. C ourtesy: “ Polite
ness, originating in kindness and exercised 
habitually wherever we are and daily,”  is the 

definition given by Swett and M arden. There 
appeared an item in a New Y ork  paper stating 
that a wealthy wom an, M rs. Jane Elizabeth 
Granice, left in her will to an employee o f one 
o f New Y ork ’s trust companies, o f which she 
was a patron, a hundred thousand dollars, to 
mark her appreciation o f his devotion to her 
interests and com forts, as well as his unfailing 
courtesy, honor and promptness.”

The New Y ork  papers also gave an account o f 
the death o f a man w ho was asphyxiated while 
alone in his room s in a large apartment house. At 
the inquest which followed a wom an who lived 
on the same floor with this man said she had 
heard him groaning, but that he had always been 
so very rude to wom en, she did not make any 
effort to see what the trouble was. People go

It was in a private house at a late hour of the 
night, and it was brought about by the mingled 
curiosity and anxiety o f an old man to know 
something more of a young teacher who had 
recently appeared in his native city. And yet 
from  that humble night conference o f Jesus 
with N icodem us there have gone forth beams 
o f light and words o f power to the ends o f the 
earth. The plans form ed by N apoleon and Alex
ander at Tilsit were reversed and defeated long 
ago, and it is impossible to trace their influence 
in the condition o f European nations today. The 
words spoken by Jesus to His wondering and 
solitary listener that night have already changed 
and glorified the destiny o f immortal millions, 
and they have more influence in the w orld now 
than in any previous age; and they are destined 
to go on increasing in power until they shall be 
received as the message o f life and power by 
every nation under heaven.— D r .  D a n i e l  M a r c h .

blundering through life, flinging out rudeness and 
discourtesy and snobbishness wherever they go, 
little realizing how  many people they antagonize; 
how  they needlessly prejudice others against 
themselves.

As to the value o f courtesy as a business asset, 
the opinion o f a man who has profited so much 
by it as did the legatee referred to above is worth 
having. In giving an interviewer what he con
sidered the best rules for  success in business this 
man said, “ I should say affability and courtesy 
come first. Never let those about you  feel that 
it is a condescension for  you to serve them. Let 
them think it is a favor. One should make an 
effort to be courteous, for, watch it, you  will find 
that your opinion o f yourself and those about 
you will be better for  what you  have done to be 
agreeable. It is amazing h ow  easy it is to keep 
the habit o f being courteous once you  have ac
quired it. I t ’s a little form  o f unselfishness that 
soon becomes second nature if you  give it a 
chance.”

The gracious “ Thank you ,”  so often negjected, 
the pleasant smile, the suppression o f rude, hasty

PRACTICAL
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words that are sure to give pain, the maintenance 
of self-control, and an agreeable expression even 
under the most trying conditions, the attention to 
others which we would wish accorded to, our
selves—how easily life can be enriched and up
lifted, made cheerful and happy, by the observ
ance of these simple th ings! And how they help 
us to get on in life!

Some young people think that because they 
have business ability and book learning they will 
have only to knock on the door of opportunity 
to make it fly open before them. They reckon 
without the asset of courtesy. They forget that 
“the art of pleasing is the a rt of rising in the 
world.” They do not realize that a fine manner is 
a passport to popularity, and th a t it opens the 
way to advancement. Thousands of them  seal the 
fate of a good sta rt by making a bad impres
sion upon the employer to whom they apply for 
a position. They are ambitious and eager to get 
on in the world but make advancement impos
sible by locking the doors of opportunity ahead 
of them.

On every hand we see people With good ability 
working themselves half to death, denying them 
selves the comforts of life, struggling, striving, 
and pushing to get on in the world, and yet they 
make very little progress because of their bad 
manners. They antagonize people and make ene
mies wherever they go. We find many of these 
unfortunate people in intelligence offices, trying 
under tremendous handicaps to get positions. 
Employers can read their faults in their faces, in 
every word they speak, in every move they make, 
and they will not hire them.

“ Can you write a good h an d ?” asked a 
merchant of a boy who had applied to him for a 
position.

“Yaas,” was the answer.
“Are you good at figures?”
“Yaas.”
“ T hat will do, I do not want you,” said the 

employer, curtly.
“Why don’t you give the lad a chance?” re

m onstrated a friend, when the applicant for the 
position had left the store, " I  know him to  be 
an honest, industrious boy.”

“Because,” replied the merchant, decisively, “he 
hasn’t learned to say ‘Yes, sir’ and ‘No, sir.’ If 
he answers me as he did when applying for a

situation, how will he answer customers after 
being here a m onth?”

There are thousands of young men and women 
in the country today who, like this youth, are 
handicapping their efficiency and ruining their 
chance of success by their rude manners.

Thousands of professional men, without any 
marked ability, have succeeded in making for
tunes bv means of a courteous manner. M any a 
physician owes his reputation and success to the 
recommendations of his friends and patients who 
remember his kindness, gentleness, consideration, 
and, above all, his politeness. This has been the 
experience of hundreds of successful lawyers, 
clergymen, merchants, tradesmen and men of ev
ery walk in life.

“Out of the experience of fifty-six years in 
the banking business,” said a noted banker, “it 
has been borne in upon me almost daily that 
courtesy is one of the prime factors in the build
ing up of every career.”

There is no other single expression in the Eng
lish language which does so much either in bus
iness, in the home or in public intercourse to 
oil life’s machinery as “I thank you.” There is 
no day in our lives unless we are absolutely 
alone when we cannot use it to great advantage 
many times. “ I thank you,” has made a way for 
many a poor boy or girl where better ability has 
failed to get on.

Self-interest, if no higher or nobler motive, 
should urge people to pay more attention to the 
seeming trivialities of every day, the opportunities 
to say a kind word here and there, to do a little 
deed of kindness, to shed a ray of sunshine upon 
the path of some toiler by a word, or even a 
look, of sympathy. A simple “Thank you,” a 
graceful recognition of any services; a soothing, 
“I beg your pardon,” for any unintentional an 
noyance or inconvenience caused o thers; undi
vided attention to those who converse with us, 
putting ourselves in the background and taking 
an interest in their affairs; patience to hear oth
ers speak without interrupting; kindly considera
tion of the feelings of others; deference to the 
o ld ; respect to all—these are some of the simple 
things which constitute w hat we comprehensively 
call “good manners.” There is none so poor, none 
so ignorant, none so old or feeble that he cannot 
put them in practice.

Someone says that politeness is the a rt of ex
pressing what you ought to feel; that it is the
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lubricant which enables people to mingle w ith
out knocking the corners from each other. There 
is no doubt th a t no m atter how ignorant one 
may be of the conventional forms of polite so
ciety, if he has th a t true heart courtesy, which 
Dr. Frank Crane calls “love’s habit,” his manners 
cannot be boorish or offensive. The practicing of 
the Golden Rule is the first and greatest command 
of all true politeness.

EXPERIENCE AND OBSERVATIONS
B y  W. G. S c h u r m a n

A MAN gave his testimony in meeting to 
night stating that at 7:15 he felt too sick 
to come to church and had about made 
up his mind to stay at home as the thought came 

to him that he should take care of his body. 
This fellow is a convert of only three or four 
weeks and my heart was made glad to hear him 
say that he believed it was the devil talking 
to him, and immediately my mind ran back 
to my early experience when I first got sanc
tified. At our holiness meetings we would fre
quently hear the people say “The devil told 
me.” I did not quite understand w hat they 
meant until after I got the blessing. Then I 
knew what the expression in the Scripture, “ the 
accuser of the brethren,” meant.

I would not be surprised if some of our good 
readers may have gone through the same tem pta
tion. We were conducting revival meetings in 
Nashua, N. H., doing our best to plant a little 
holiness church in that city. An evangelist and 
his wife were doing the preaching and we secured 
an old Free Baptist church on Main Street, where 
we conducted three services every Sunday and 
every week night except Saturday. Things did 
not move as we had hoped. Satan really got me 
to think that the whole trouble was with me. 
He so far succeeded that I urged my wife to a t
tend one Sunday afternoon, while I stayed at 
home and took care of our two children, and I 
remember of going to prayer and telling the 
Lord how I wanted to see a revival of religion 
in that town, and while I did not know of any
thing wrong in my life, the question came con
tinually before me that it was because of my 
presence that the Lord could not work. It 
looks so silly and ridiculous to me now th a t I 
almost refrain from writing it, and yet it was 
as real in that hour as anything could possibly 
be.

While I was praying the youngest child got 
hold of some matches and sucked the brimstone 
off them, and of course, had swallowed enough 
to make her show symptoms of poisoning. I 
remember of hurriedly getting a bottle of ipecac 
and giving some of it to her to make her 
vomit, and then the thought came to me, “I 
have stayed at home from the service this after
noon in the effort to help God do what I be
lieve He is able to do, and this is the result. 
W hat a fool I have been, as if God could not 
work in spite of me. Am I so im portant that 
I can tie the hands of God in a meeting?” I 
saw immediately that the devil had tricked me. 
My girl recovered, and I have never stayed away 
from a meeting from that day to this when I 
could possibly be present, but that lesson taught 
me one of Satan’s very wise tricks. Shortly after 
that I read a sermon on the wiles of Satan, and 
while I do not profess to be wiser than he, yet I 
am sure that he cannot play those old tricks on 
me as he did in my early days.

I was standing in front of my machine in the 
shoe factory one day when the suggestion came 
to me that I should go down to the office and 
put in my resignation, telling the concern for 
whom I was working that I was through and 
was going to preach. I t seemed so real to me 
that I thought it was the voice of God. I i 
hesitated as I did not want to do some fool 
thing. I had seen other people who said they 
were called to preach go out and fail, and I 
did not want to be a failure and yet I remember 
that while I kept on with my work I looked up 
and said, “0  G o d ! if I knew that was your 
voice, how quickly I would obey,” and the sug
gestion came to me just as plainly, “You are 
so far away from the Lord that you do not 
recognize His voice when He talks to you.” 
About ready to cry I again said, “O God, is 
this you talking to me? If so, make it clear,” 
and the voice seemed to say, “I am the Holy 
Ghost talking to you, but you are so far away 
from the Lord that you do not know His voice.
If you were one of His sheep, you would recog
nize me quickly.” Immediately came to my 
mind a quotation from the Scripture, “When 
he is come, he will not speak of himself,” and I 
remember stopping my work and saying, “Old 
Satan, I ’ve got you. Here you are trying to 
palm yourself off as God trying to talk to me.
I refuse to do your bidding. The Lord knows 
that if He will open a door I will enter, but I 
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am not going to go out and try to forcc any 
door.” I look back on it after these years, 
and I am old enough now to have seen other 
poor fellows make shipwreck on that same rock. 
H ad I have gone out then with no door to enter, 
the first difficulty I would have had would have 
been finances. M y family would not be provided 
for, and then I would become discouraged, and 
I recall saying, ‘‘Lord, Thou knowest th a t w'hen 
the door is opened I will enter, but I am not 
going out to make a fool of myself and disgrace 
the cause of Jesus Christ.”

N ot two weeks afterw ards—I think in less 
than a week, to be accurate—I received a letter 
from the secretary of the Lynn church, to w'hich 
I referred in my article w ritten last month, and 
I went out from the shoe factory, bidding it 
good-by forever, entered the open door and God 
has kept me busy ever since. I have learned 
since that this is one of Satan's favorite tricks.

M r. George Mueller had this same difficulty. 
Satan urged him to step out and build his or
phanage before he had any money in sight, telling 
him like he told me that "Abraham went out not 
knowing whither he went,” and it was my lack 
of faith that kept me from making my declara
tion publicly, but George Mueller said th a t he 
refused to be hoodwinked by Satan, and told 
God that he wanted some token of His approval, 
and after waiting, I think he said eleven months, 
he received his first check for one thousand 
pounds— in other words, George Mueller put out 
a fleece and told the Lord that when He saw a 
disposition on the part of the people to help 
him build the orphanage he would go on and 
not before. He must know the will of God. 
Eleven months must have been a long time for 
him to wait but history shows that he made no 
mistake in refusing to take a step until he knew 
God was in the proposition.

I preached nearly every Sunday for several 
years before I entered the active ministry, and 
do not ever remember of preaching a sermon in 
the place where I went from Sunday to Sunday 
w ithout having some good old brother immedi
ately come to me and tell me that I preached 
a good gospel but omitted some im portant truth. 
Among this number was a brother in M an
chester, N. H., who surprised me one day by 
coming into the factory about 4:00 o’clock in 
the afternoon. He said he had just stepped off 
the M anchester train at the Nashua depot, where 
our shoe factory was located, and in which I

was working. He said he had left his horses 
standing in the field with the plough attached. 
He told me that God had spoken to him in un
mistakable terms and sent him to tell me that 
I should be baptized by immersion. I reasoned 
with the man and said, “Why, my dear brother, 
how am I to know that the Lord sent you?” 
He was quick in his answer, referring me to the 
10th chapter of Acts, where God had come to 
Peter and given him a message for Cornelius. 
I remember saying to him, “Why, my dear 
brother, when God sent Peter to Cornelius He 
told Cornelius that Peter was coming, and God 
hasn’t said a w'ord to me about sending anyone 
with a message.” He seemed a little nonplussed, 
and said, “Well, anyway, God sent me; He told 
me,” he said, “ to leave my horses standing in 
the field and catch the train, the whistle of 
the engine was blowing as it came around the 
curve and was to stop at the depot, and I obeyed 
the Lord and left my horses and boarded the 
train to come down  here and deliver the mes
sage. Now,” he said, “it is up to y o u ; my re
sponsibility ends.” I said, “My dear brother, do 
I not preach the gospel when I go to M an
chester?” He said, “Yes, but there is one im
portant tru th  that you omit, and that is bap
tism by immersion.” I said, “Did the Lord 
really talk to you and tell you that I ought to 
be immersed?” And he said, “Yes, indeed, and 
I want you to believe me when I tell you that 
that is just exactly what the Lord said.” 
I said, “My brother, herein is a marvelous thing 
that God should tell you that I should be im
mersed, and I have been immersed already.” 
Well sir, he nearly fell off his feet. He said, 
“W hat, you have been immersed?” I said, 
“Yes, sir, I have been immersed.” He turned 
and left the factory, but believe me, he was very- 
careful about telling me what the Lord had 
revealed to him after that incident.

They were a good people in that Mission 
church in New Hampshire—none better ever 
lived, but they had imbibed a lot of peculiar 
doctrines to w'hich I could not subscribe. They 
were very strong on healing; had no use for 
physicians, and had more to say about the 
Lord’s curing their aches and pains than they 
had about His killing the “old man.” One 
morning in the early fall of the year they had a 
Sunday morning prayermeeting. I always went 
to Manchester Saturday night and, of course, 
went to the prayer service. The janitor had
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built a fire in the stove in a small roo m ap a rt 
from the mission building in which we could 
kneel and pray. He forgot to  open the windows 
in let in some fresh air, as jan ito rs sometimes 
do. All a t once one good bro ther collapsed; 
he fell over on the floor, his eyes rolled and then 
closed, and his false teeth fell out on the floor. 
One bro ther stood over him and com m anded the 
devil, in the nam e of Jesus, to  come out of him. 
I ran and opened a couple of windows so as to 
let in some air, and told the good man who 
was praying that the only “devil” to blam e was 
the jan ito r and to  get a cup of w ater and  pour 
it on his face, bu t he steadfastly  declared th a t it 
was the w ork of Satan. I ran into the base
m ent of the church, secured some w ater, and 
rubbed his face and hands and he came to. Will 
some of the b rethren  be grieved w ith me and 
th ink th a t I am  skeptical when I say that I have 
seen a good deal of th a t same spirit since where 
the devil has been blam ed for some things th a t 
could be traced to some hum an weakness and 
frailty . I verily believe th a t the devil is guilty 
of many things, and probably is not blam ed for 
much of which he is guilty, bu t I never could 
see why we should have to divorce good sense 
and religion sim ply because we are followers of 
the L ord  Jesus or believe in the- supernatural.

You can see from  these things th a t I have 
w ritten  where I got some of my theological 
training. I tell you, my dear b rethren , after 
being a pastor for a q uarte r of a century, I am 
satisfied th a t th e  greatest evidence of being in 
touch with God is not the spectacular happen
ings some seem to covet, bu t the spirit we are 
able to m anifest under trying conditions. I am 
not a t all a devotee of Ella W heeler Wilcox. I 
think m any folks who m ay not be strictly  o rth o 
dox in their teaching can, nevertheless, w rite 
some very beautiful tru ths. The following is a 
quotation from  the above m entioned au thor:

“I t ’s easy enough to be pleasant 
W hen life flows by like a song,

B ut the man w orth  while 
Is the m an who can smile 

W hen everything goes dead wrong.
For the test of the heart is trouble,

And it always comes w ith the years,
And the smile th a t’s w orth  
All the praises of earth

Is the smile th a t shines through tears.”
To love God with all our h eart; to love our

neighbor; to  refuse to  stoop to  the small things 
of which the sons of men are guilty , is, to my 
mind, the best evidence of a C hristian character.

P erhaps it w ould be interesting to  the preach
ers if I should relate my first experience with a 
b ro ther preacher who im pugned my motives and 
accused me of evil when m y in tentions were 
good. I had become pasto r of the F irst church 
a t L ynn, M ass. A M r. S—  had been called to 
become pasto r of the little congregation of 
good folks in M anchester. N. H. The work was 
not w ithout its problem s in th a t New Hampshire 
city, and in a com m unication from  our brother 
he inform ed me th a t his crowds were not keep
ing up. While sitting  in m y study late one Sat
urday night, or early one Sunday m orning, I was 
led to m editate on the goodness of God. My 
congregation had increased, a num ber had been 
added to the mem bership, I was preaching to a 
full house every Sunday night, and the thought 
came to me th a t it m ight do our b ro ther good 
to  come and preach to a large congregation and 
would help him over his period of depression, and 
give him new courage to take hold of his work; 
so I suggested an exchange of pulpits. To this 
he gladly agreed, and I m ade arrangem ents to 
have him preach at both services Sunday while 
I w ent to  M anchester to preach in the mission. 
I was glad to see my old friends who listened 
to  me so attentively  and trea ted  me so courte
ously while I was still w'orking in the factory 
and preaching to them  on the Sabbath , and the 
little mission was com fortably  well filled. We 
really had a very fine day, with some seekers at 
the alta r. He had asked me if I could stay 
over and preach M onday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
T hursday  and  Friday nights of the following 
week, and to this I had agreed. So I was 
in M anchester M onday m orning, and he arrived 
about 11:00 o ’clock. I went to the depot to 
meet him, and we m ade the plans for that 
n igh t’s service. About 2:00 o’clock in the after
noon I was walking on the street when I met- 
the b ro ther again. I told him I was going 
down to the Sc and 10c store to get some pic
tu re cards, and asked him if he would come along 
w ith me, when he surprised me by saying that 
he did not w an t to  have anything to do with 
hypocrites. Perplexed and shocked, I asked him 
w hat he m eant. And he said th a t the meetings 
were canceled, and  th a t all he had to  say was 
that he d id  not w an t anything to do with 
hypocrites. You can imagine my dilemm a—I
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went back to the house where I was stopping, 
after procuring the cards, went to my room and 
packed my grip, came down and told the folks 
I was going home on the 4:00 o’clock train. 
They asked me the occasion of my hurried exit, 
and I told them I could not explain it myself, 
only that the pastor had said that the meetings 
were canceled, and he 'd id  not want to have any
thing to do with hypocrites.

I learned that he had asked about the meet
ings when he arrived home and found out that 
some people who had not been coming for weeks 
were all present on Sunday to hear me, and he 
had gone to them and upbraided them for disloy
alty to him and had accused me of scheming 
to get his place. I w ant the reader to see the 
situation now, clearly—I was pastor of a  church 
paying me a good salary, we had built a parson
age, we were happy in our new work, and stayed 
there four years after this incident; had no more 
intention or desire of going to Manchester than 
I have now of going to China—in fact, not near 
as much, but in some strange way he had gotten 
the idea that I was trying to oust him from 
his pulpit and take his place. How he could 
ever get himself to think that I cannot under
stand to this day. for I am sure that they were 
not paying him over $10.00 a week, and I doubt 
if they were giving him th a t much. I never tried 
to explain or deny, or even attem pt to make him 
see things differently. I am sure before he 
passed away he saw his error, though he never 
made it known to me. I do know', however, 
that he told some of his members th a t he must 
have been wrong in his accusation for he could 
not see how a man in his right mind would 
want to pastor such a crowd as they were.

This leads me to say that I doubt if a preacher 
ever ought to try  to prove his innocence except 
in very extreme cases. I think we fly too 
quickly into print, and make too many efforts to 
explain to the satisfaction of the people that we 
are not guilty. T hat was my first experience; 
I have gotten used to it after th irty  years in 
the ministry. I have been accused of every sin 
in the decalogue and have been told to my face 
th a t it could be proven on me. One good Naza
rene woman told me that I had lied, and she 
could prove it. I never tried to make her— 
I was afraid she would prove it for when church 
people sta rt out to do such a thing they will 
bend heaven and earth to succeed. I am re
minded of the story of the politician whom they

had covered with mud with their political mud 
slinging, and had capped the climax by calling 
him a hog. He immediately sued the guilty party 
for defamation of character, and in relating the 
incident afterw ard said, “ Gentlemen, I made the 
mistake of my life. They went into my past and 
dug up everything that my father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather had ever done; painted it 
to their own satisfaction, and before they were 
through really proved that 1 was a hog.” I 
have always remembered this. I have watched 
the lives of politicians. When assailed they 
have very little to say. The present mayor of 
our city has been accused of things that would 
blacken the character of .a criminal; but he 
quietly dropped out of public life, kept his name 
from appearing in the newspapers, and I 
now hear that he is making an attem pt for re- 
election for another term. Can we not, as 
preachers, learn something from politicians? 1 
suppose no President has been assailed more than 
that great Christian statesman, Theodore Roose
velt. Some, I believe, will recall having read 
in the papers that he was seen walking down 
the streets of Washington, D. C., staggering 
drunk. He paid no attention to it until com
pelled by such adverse criticism th a t he brought 
the culprit before the courts, and after investi
gation proved that the man who made the state
ment was wrong. The man confessed himself 
that he could not prove it, but he had copied 
it from an article written by someone else or 
spoken from the public platform. Mx. Roosevelt 
won his case and the guilty party was fined two 
cents, I think, Mr. Roosevelt saying that he did 
not want to injure the man but simply wanted 
to clear his good name out from the filth and 
dirt which they had piled upon it.

I mention this because of the serious mistakes 
I have seen made by some dear brethren who, 
because the tongues of gossip had begun to wag 
against them, have called board meetings, had 
church trials and disrupted the peace of their 
church, when if they had kept quiet it would 
have blown over and no one would have been 
hurt. The scripture says, “He that saveth his 
life shall lose it, he that loseth his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s, the same shall find it.” 
I sincerely believe tonight th a t if our reputa
tion is left in the hands of God, He will see 
us through. Let us be careful about dividing a 
church to save ourselves, for who can harm us
if we be followers of that which is good?
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One good pastor told me th a t he could not 
serve a church where the board  was not solidly 
for h im ;' th a t if he knew th a t a man on his 
board was against him he just could not help 
seeing him in the service and he was tem pted, 
and sometimes fell into  the tem ptation  of speak
ing along lines th a t would have reference to the 
man who was opposed to  him. W ho of us has 
not seen a church get a setback for years because 
the pasto r tried to oust someone from the board 
who could not agree with him. I never had 
any serious trouble with any church board, 
though I have had men on my board who were 
not my staunch friends, and incidentally, a man 
might have a good deal of religion and still not 
believe in the policy and plans of an equally 
good pastor. T hat does not mean th a t we m ust 
get rid  of him. O ur job is to win h im ; if we 
cannot do th a t do the best we can, but by all 
means keep him on the board  if a t all possible. 
If he is wrong, he will w ork himself out. and 
if he is right, it will do you good, pastor, to 
work with him and show an excellent spirit 
tow ard  him. I rem em ber one m an who. was con
siderably opposed to  me as a pastor, And while 
speaking on this I w ant to say, before God, I 
have never in any w ay, made any effort to  p u t 
this or th a t man on the church board  or to 
elim inate this or th a t m an from the board. 
The churches I have served have always been 
free to  elect their stew ards and  trustees as they 
saw fit. This m an was not strong for me and 
I m ade it a subject of prayer. He was a good 
m an; he loved G od; he had the blessing, b u t for 
some reason did not care much for my ministry. 
Perhaps th a t was an indication of brightness on 
his part, but one night while preaching his 
daughter came forw ard for prayer, prayed 
th rough  and  went out in the congregation and 
got her bro ther-in -law  to come forw ard for 
prayer and he found the Lord. The girl then 
w anted Christian baptism . The father was an 
immersionist. I was invited to  the home to bap 
tize this young lady, and she in tu rn  got some 
of her other sisters interested in baptism , who, 
though they were serving the Lord, had never 
been baptized. This man w'as not very en thu 
siastic over the service and  I prayed God if He 
ever blessed a service of baptism , to bless th a t 
occasion. As we perform ed the rite, the Spirit 
of the Lord  came on the people, and  such a 
tender, m elting spirit pervaded the room  th a t 
everyone was weeping, the preacher included.

From  th a t day to this he has been my staunch
est friend and if I went into his home today 
he would ask me to pray , and we could kneel 
together and  have holy com m union because of 
united hearts. God does move in mysterious 
ways His wonders to  perform .

H ad  I tried  to remove him from  the board 1 
would have lost the Whole fam ily. Submitting 
to  some little opposition from  him , we succeeded 
in winning the whole fam ily and  retaining them 
as honored m embers of the C hurch of the Naza
rene to this day.

I recently read in a religious paper of a Bap
tis t pasto r in W ashington, D. C., who said that 
if he had to choose between having an assistant 
pastor or five hundred subscriptions to  his church 
paper, he would unhesitatingly choose th e  latter. 
He felt th a t five hundred such readers (as dis
tinguished from  m embers who get their interpre
tations of religion and  the church only from 
the newspapers and  popular journals) would 
mean five hundred men and women of genuine 
understanding of the service of the Church to 
m ankind, of enriched spiritual insight, of world 
vision and of deep com m itm ent to  the purposes 
of C hrist. T h a t statem ent m ade me th ink— 
if the denom inational paper in the hands of five 
hundred people could do the service of an 
assistant pasto r in his church, why would it not 
work the same result in my church, if I could 
get our folks to  read the H erald  of Holiness. I 
can readily see why this would be so. F or me 
to preach a m issionary sermon to  people who do 
not read our paper would be to try  and  kindle 
a fire w ith green wood, whereas if they could 
read the plea of our General Superin tendents in 
the O ctober 8th issue, asking the pasto rs to  lay 
on the people the necessity of a special offering 
N ovem ber 23rd for foreign m is s ions, then when 
I come along with my missionary message, the 
fire has already been burning in their hearts, 
kindled by the reading of the article by the 
General Superintendents, and the fearful de
ficit of $45,000, which the Church of the N aza
rene could easily elim inate if every pasto r would 
do his duty , and  every m ember be properly in
formed.

If the pastor will take the H erald  of Holiness 
into the pulpit about every three m onths and 
draw  the atten tion  of the people to  the good 
articles on its pages, arouse their curiosity, get 
subscriptions, get his people inform ed as to  what
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the work of th ; Church of the Nazarene is, it 
will make his burdens lighter, and materially 
Assist him in raising his budget. W hat the 
Church of the Nazarene ought to do is to aim 
at the fifty-fifty proposition. Fifty per cent of 
every dollar given by the church to go to the 
District and General Budget is not an impossible 
task.

In the editorial columns of the Federal Coun
cil Bulletin the editor says th a t a statem ent was 
made the other day that the churches were on 
a toboggan slide. He denies it and goes on to 
show that there are 44,380,000 adult members of 
thirteen years of age or over in the United 
States. Of this adult church membership a 
little over 61 per cent is Protestant, 30 per cent 
Roman Catholic, 6.S per cent Jewish. Other 
bodies, including M ormons and Eastern O rtho
dox, total nearly 2 per cent. During the last 
tw enty years (from 1906 to 1926) the member
ship of the churches has increased a t almost 
exactly the same rate as the population. He 
goes on to say that there are almost as many 
churches in the United States (232,000) m ain
tained by voluntary gifts as there are public 
school buildings (256,000) maintained by public 
taxation. There are 21,000,000 pupils enrolled in 
Sunday schools—only 3,700,000 fewer than all 
the pupils in all the elementary and secondary 
public schools. He further says th a t we are 
not of those who measure everything by a s ta t
istical yardstick and identify bigness with great
ness ; we are far more interested in the spiritual 
quality of the church than in its size. Yet fig
ures do tell us something. They a t least sug
gest that it will be time enough to talk about 
the decline of organized religion when somebody 
finds some other voluntary movement that can 
enlist and maintain more than one-half of the 
people in its membership. The tru th  is that the 
growth of the Church in America, entirely w ith
out official support and depending wholly on the 
free response of the individual, has been and 
continues to be one of the most impressive facts 
in our national history.

H ow good th a t makes a fellow feel. How 
much better than the calamity howler who from 
the pulpit declares that everything is going to 
the “ bow-wows.” We are saved by faith; we are 
sanctified by fa ith ; we are kept by faith, and 
to feed our folks on positive truths will fatten

them much more quickly than stuffing them with 
meaningless negations.

“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run,
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.”

DEPARTM ENT OF EXCHANGES 
AND SUGGESTIONS

B y  B a s il  W. M il l e r

THE RELIGIOUS PRESS
The Main Question is the title of an article in 

a recent religious magazine. The author is Dr. 
Charles L. Goodell, who is secretary of the Fed
eral Council of Churches’ Commission on E van
gelism. Dr. Goodell is known because of writings 
on personal evangelism and allied themes. He 
refers to the procedure in parliamentary bodies 
of “moving the main question” to get back to 
the original discussion. So in the midst of our 
various methods, programs and schemes of ad
vancing the kingdom, Dr. Goodell “moves the 
main question” concerning the great verities of 
the Christian life. It is high time that now 
among the various lines of discussion which have 
arisen concerning social evolution, the social gos
pel, the social appeal and the social program 
that we get back to the main ideal of the Chris
tian life as laid down by Jesus and His followers. 
After all at its heart the world is athirst for 
something which will satisfy the soul, and not 
merely plans to alleviate the discomforts of the 
body. This Christianity will do. Let us get 
back to conversion for the soul, sanctification 
from all sin, growth in grace, and the realities of 
the coming judgment. These are the fundament
als of the Christian faith upon which our fathers 
builded their Christian program, and which to 
day stand as a challenge to the Church. Again 
he moves that the main question be put in the 
m atter of Christian education. We have begun 
to look upon the program of Christian education 
as the cure-all for the diseases of our decadent 
churches. The modern schemists in this field 
substitute it for conversion, and make it take the 
place of growth in Christian character after the 
transforming experience of regeneration has taken 
place. For revivals they give us education. For 
the prayermeeting as a place of holy fervor edu
cation is held up as the ideal. I t is educational 
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preaching, and not Spirit-anointed proclaiming o f 
the gospel message, which these advocates o f edu
cational procedure offer us. Let us turn back 
to the basis o f the Christian life after all, and 
when this is done we will find that “ the main 
question”  is regeneration, being transformed by 
the Spirit and not reformed by educational prac
tices. W hen education is the ally o f those forces 
which tend to bring man and God together, when 
it is servant and not master in the program of 
Spirit-filled and blessed religious activities, then, 
and only at that time, has it found its proper 
place.

Brethren, let us m ove the main question as 
to our place in the church world. Are we here 
to build up an ecclesiastical organization in which 
we shall find positions o f importance and influ
ence for ourselves? Are we to establish churches 
where our descendants shall find places o f w ork? 
Are we to build schools that our educators might 
find a “ teaching or administrative position”  in 
a college or seminary ? W hat is our main ques
tion? Is it not to conduct revivals wherein men 
and women shall be saved from  their sins, seek 
to have carnality removed through the H oly 
Spirit? Are we not to create a spiritual atm os
phere wherein the work of the L ord may most 
advantageously be conducted? Are wre not to 
act as the leaven o f righteousness which shall 
transform the social organism? W e are set as 
lighthouses to shine with holy radiance through
out the dark moral night. W e are to lift up the 
banner o f Jesus, calling men to seek and serve 
the Lord. And from  this program, the plan to 
get G od ’s glory upon us, to live at white-heat for 
God and a God-blaspheming world, may we 
never deviate. As the needle runs true to the 
pole, may we steadfastly seek to create such a 
surrounding halo o f worship and purity for our 
churches that others will delight to come into 
contact with us. When other organizations would 
chase the phantom forms o f education and so
cial procedures and cry out the wares o f the 
much heralded modernism, let us keep the glory 
upon our souls, be saturated with a gladsome de
sire to serve G od in the beauty o f holiness. 
This is our “ main question” and to it let us re
main true.

B i l l  S t i d g e r ’s  A r t i c l e s  in Church Manage
ment on the title of “ M en W ho Have Preached 
Out of the Overflow”  are interesting indeed. His 
recent book on the subject of Preaching out of 
the Overflow  was made from  numerous hom i

letic articles appearing in various religious maga
zines. He set the ideal o f every preacher being 
so filled with preaching material, gleaned from 
his Bible study, his knowledge of men and affairs, 
and his reading, that literally whenever he arose 
to speak it would be out o f this overflowing 
soul. After all successful preachcrs do this. Take 
Spurgeon, for instance. He wrote volume after 
volum e o f sermons which he had preached. 
There seemed to be no end to his material, or to 
his freshness o f treatment o f the old themes of 
sin and salvation. He preached and wrote as an 
artesian well overflowing all the time the banks 
of his mind and soul. Talmage was the same. 
I have some twenty-five volumes of his sermons 
in my library, and not once in reading them 
through have I found even so much as the repe
tition o f an illustration. His soul was filled, and 
from  this he spoke. Some preachers leave the 
impression when they have finished that they 
have said all they know . Some pastorates are 
flourishing the first year or so but they soon 
grow  stale, because the minister has no overflow 
out o f which he could preach.

There must be an “ intake”  somewhere before 
the overflow  can be very great. The artesian 
wells o f N ew  M exico which I have seen time 
and again are fed by the snow  high up in the 
mountains. So the preacher's soul must be fed 
by continual meditation upon the W ord , con
tinual study, deep study, o f his manual, which is 
the Bible, continual reading o f. sermons, con
tinual intercourse wi th men o f affairs, and a 
continual gathering o f knowledge o f the activities 
of the w orld. Then preaching becomes a matter 
of opening the overflow . Feed the intake and 
the overflow  will take care o f itself.

L e s s o n s  f o r  t h e  P r e a c h e r  f r o m  t h e  N e w s 
p a p e r s  is the title o f another article which I read 
recently. This was written by the man who 
form erly was religious editor o f the Chicago 
Tribune. The author points out some lessons 
which the newspapers can bring to us preachers. 
First, the newspaper teaches the minister to keep 
his audience in mind while preparing his ser
mon. Second, the newspaper always sticks to its 
text (which many o f us preachers fail to do). 
Third, the newspaper can furnish the minister 
with a background with which the people of his 
congregation are familiar. It is estimated that 
75 per cent o f all those who read, read nothing 
but the newspapers. Hence the people are ac
quainted w ith this material, and the minister can
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do well t o use this in his preaching. Fourth, 
the newspaper i an teach us to preach on those 
topics which we announce shall be our themes. 
O fttimes the minister announces a certain subject, 
and when he treats it, he in nowise sticks to this 
topic. The audience is herein disappointed. 
F ifth , the newspaper can instruct us to speak 
in the language of the people. One rule of 
newspaper writing is, “W rite not only so that 
you can be understood but so that you cannot be 
m isunderstood.” This would be a fine motto 
for every minister to frame and hang over his 
study table.

T h e  D e c a y  o f  P r o f e s s io n a l  E v a n g e l is m  is 
noticeable as indicated by the Literary Digest. 
In replying to a questionnaire sent out by Charles 
Stelzle 100 evangelists are of the opinion that 
evangelism has failed in this country. Nearly all 
the evangelists adm itted that their work is be
coming much more difficult, that the number of 
converts is small, and that those who are en
gaged in this type of work are kept busy only 
about one-half of the time. T hirty former pro
fessionals in this line state that they have given 
up evangelism because they are unable to make 
a living a t it. The average income is noted to 
be about $3,000 a year, and the offerings are 
much smaller than they were ten years ago. 
These evangelists indicate that they are preaching 
practically the same sermons which they did 
tw enty years ago. This is most particularly true 
of their messages on the amusements. This study 
reveals the fact th a t evangelistic methods are no 
longer used in most of the New Y ork City 
churches. The evangelistic efforts seem to be 
centered largely in the South and the Middle 
Western states. I t is also indicated th a t effec
tiveness has decreased something like from 10 
to 80 per cent, as compared with the work of 
ten years ago. The study brings out the fact 
th a t most of the evangelists are fundamentalists, 
and believe that nothing but “old-time religion” 
will ever change conditions. I t  is to be noted 
th a t this study has been largely among the evan
gelists of the older denominations.

METHODS THAT HAVE WON
D o in g  I t  Y o u r s e l f  or deputizing someone else 

to do it pretty  well determines one’s chances of 
success in the pastorate. Last week we were talk
ing with one of the men who for forty years 
has held an honored and useful place among

holiness people of the nation. In discussing 
one of our leading pastors he made the sta te
ment that “Mr. So and So is a better teacher 
than he is a pastor, for he insists on doing all 
the work himself.” After all the great difference 
between Wesley and Whitefield was just this. 
Whitefield, the mighty preacher, did it all him
self. Wesley the organizer deputized others to 
carry the’ load. Dr. Bresee’s success so often we 
are told was determined by his masterly ability 
to get others to work w'ith him, and to get 
others interested in various lines of the work. 
C. E. Cornell, of sainted memory, is recognized 
on all hands as one of the greatest pastors of the 
holiness movement. His success did not lie in 
his ability as a pulpiteer— for scores are far bet
ter preachers than he was—but in his power 
to recognize his own limitations and to find a 
task for every member of his church.

One man may be able to do all that must be 
accomplished in our church, one may fill all the 
positions from sexton to minister; but it is cer
tainly not wise for one to do so. Finding a 
task for every member arouses the interest of 
them all. And a hundred hands at a task make 
progress much more rapid than tw'o. A wise 
motto for us would be, “A task for every hand 
and every hand at his task.” M any of the larg
est business organizations are now insisting that 
their executives be relieved of all detail work, in 
order to be able to initiate new movements, to 
organize better their work, and to deputize those 
under them to do the necessary work. Then 
would it not be far wiser for the minister to 
deputize others to the various activities of the 
church, so that he might be freed from the annoy
ing details, and that he might find time for 
initiative work?

T a k in g  I n t e r e s t  i n  P e o p l e  pays the ministers 
a large dividend in the form of new material 
upon which to work, and new members for his 
church. I have found in my work as a pastor 
that the average evangelist can not win for my 
church many more people than those whom I 
already had interested in the work. He usually 
is able to get those saved and sanctified and into 
the church whom I had coming before his ar
rival. But these new people were won in most 
cases through the personal touch, through taking 
interest in them. The old-fashioned pastoral 
visit is waning in importance. This is especially 
true in the larger churches. The men work all 
day and are at home only a few hours each eve
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ning. The result is th a t the pasto r finds it im 
possible to  visit all his men in the evenings, and 
the pastor is often unw anted  a t this time. But 
every wise pasto r—and this includes those whose 
m em bership runs into the thousands—takes the 
opportunity  of visiting the sick, as soon as he 
hears of their illness, those in special difficulties, 
financial or otherwise, and  the aged who are u n 
able to  attend  the services. Some pastors are 
working out a plan for social evenings w ith v a ri
ous groups of his church whereby they will be 
able to  visit a dozen families and their friends 
in one evening. Usually the church is divided 
into zones, and all the members living in these 
zones meet a t one home for a social evening to 
gether. In  this way the m inister is able to  meet 
with his members, converse with them , and add 
th a t necessary personal touch.

M any m inisters have worked out a schedule of 
letter and card w riting to their members which 
is adm irable. They will w rite a le tte r of con
g ratulation  to every member on his or her b irth 
day. Every wedding anniversary is rem em bered 
in the same m anner. Every person who does 
something especially worthwhile for the church 
receives a le tter of thanks. Every service of note 
is thus rewarded. The sick always receive “ th e ir” 
letters, as well as personal visits from  the m in
ister. These means make it possible for the 
m inister to “ take an interest in people.” They 
m ultiply his personal touch.

A O n e  M a x  C h u r c h  is a failing church. I  
saw a cut the o ther day to be used on church 
stationery , which bore these words, “This Church  
Is N o t a One M an Job .” Too often we m inis
ters fail to realize this. Som etimes wre w an t to 
be the “ one m an.” I have referred to th is in a 
form er section of th is article. Then when we 
find some especially capable person we load him 
up with offices. This one gets the superintend
ency of the church school, the N. Y. P. S., the 
Juniors, the various other organizations of the 
church. Then possibly ano ther becomes treas
urer of all the organizations of the church. A n
other is the official pianist for all activities. 
And on through the list of offices. The result 
is that three or four members of our average 
church hold nine out of ten of the official posi
tions. We hereby fail to  develop leadership 
among the o ther members of the church. Some 
of the larger churches m ake it an unbreakable 
rule th a t no m em ber shall hold m ore than one 
office a t one time. By this means fo rty  persons

are in official positions, instead of ten, and forty 
persons are interested in the activities of the 
church instead of ten. S catte r responsibility 
among the members of the church, and you will 
find th a t more in terest is taken in the work of 
the kingdom  than  otherwise. E very  member of 
m any churches is placed on some committee 
as a servan t of the church. H ereby this member 
becomes interested in the w ork of the church. 
T here is surely a task for every person of the 
church, and it is our duty  as leaders of the 
church to  discover the task for wrhich each mem
ber is suited.

N ote the various offices and  com m ittees which- 
even a small church should h a v e : Superintendents 
of the Sunday school, the Jun iors, of mission
ary study w o rk ; presidents of the Y. P . S., the 
W. F. M. S., and the church school classes; sec
retaries of all organizations of the church as 
well as the classes of the church school; treasurers 
of all the same activities; m embers of visiting 
com mittees, flower comm ittees, social committees, 
evangelistic com mittees, advertising committees, 
as well as special com m ittees appointed  to  take 
care of tasks arising, such as entertain ing of 
evangelists, of assemblies, etc. Let us remem
ber th a t every m em ber whom  we get interested 
in some office or com m ittee w ork becomes a worker 
in the kingdom  and helps push the work of 
God.

NOTES FROM  T H E W O R L D ’S 
LARGEST CITY

Greater N ew  York C ity  is the w orld’s largest 
center of population. In  New Y ork City proper 
there are around  nine million inhabitants, and 
the im m ediate environs, such as Jersey  City, 
include another tw o million people. This offers 
the greatest opportun ity  for home missionary 
work of any center of population of the world. 
We have eight churches of the Church of the 
N azarene in this city, and an o ther three more in 
the im m ediate environs. Two of these are new 
churches, having been organized this summer. 
Rev. P aul Hill, of E ast R ockaw ay, has built the 
outstanding church of the eleven. H e is just 
over the city line, out on Long Island. The 
Hoople M em orial church, where Rev. W. E. 
Riley is pastor, is in Brooklyn, where over 90 per
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cent of the population  is Catholic, as also is 
U tica Avenue church, pastored  by Rev. O. L. W. 
Brown. T he R ichm ond Hill church which I 
serve, is in the heart of Queen’s Borough, recog
nized as the w orld’s fastest growing residential 
metropolis (a section of New Y ork C ity ). All 
the churches in this section are small as com pared 
w ith our leading churches in the W est. Sunday 
schools are also small. O ur problem s are m a n y ; 
the populace is indifferent to  our appeals; the fo r
eign element is trem endously large; one out of 
three people in the city are Jew ish. Expenses of 
advertising our work are very heavy, and to  make 
even a stir am id the m any am usem ents of the 
city , beaches, parks, theaters, movies, dance 
halls, etc., requires a small m int.

Nevertheless in spite of all these handicaps 
it is being done, as Jernigan used to express it, in 
this city. P aul Hill has built a Sunday school 
which is a credit to  any of our churches. And 
tw o new churches have been organized in this 
teeming center of indifference and Catholicism 
during this summer.

In coming here from Pittsburgh , w ith nine 
churches in the m etropolitan  area, and  two 
million population, I found th a t the story of 
our coming was w ritten  up in seventeen of the 
papers of the city, including such papers as the 
N ew Y ork Times, the Evening Graphic, each w ith 
over a million subscribers. L etters were on my 
desk from  some of the leading papers asking 
for pictures and a w riteup to be used when I 
assumed my w ork here. The New Y ork Times 
asked me to  w rite my serm ons and subm it them  
each week for publication in their M onday issue. 
O ften our m inisters furnish texts for the various 
papers selected from  the Bible. The form er pas
to r of this church, Rev. Roy Hollenback, spoke 
over the radio a t the m orning devotional hour 
conducted by the Federal Council of Churches, 
where m ultiplied millions across the continent 
listen in each m orning. So in spite of the lack 
of interest and the massive am ount of com peti
tion  there are com pensations even here. Some 
m em orable churches have been built by the 
o th er denom inations, and we feel th a t hard  work 
and  diligent service, under the anointing of God, 
will win for the kingdom . M cPherson, Jam es 
M iller and D istrict Superin tendent M iller pitched 
a ten t in Jersey C ity, where a million people 
live, and recently a new church w ith  some th irty  
m em bers was organized.

T he Opportunities of N ew  Y ork City  are 
incalculable. One’s heart cannot desire anything 
which is not found here in the line of m aterial 
and educational advantages. Here are Columbia 
and  New Y ork Universities, the w orld’s largest, 
the Union and Biblical seminaries, libraries un
equaled anywhere on earth. Here is the heart of 
the publishing interests of America. Here live 
one out of every eleven inhab itants  of the 
U nited States. I have a t my fingertips every 
theological book of note which has ever been 
w ritten. One can get a “w orm ’s eye view” of 
the city on the subw ays for 5c, riding all day 
underground for this am ount. You can climb 
the w orld’s highest building and see the busy 
m art of M an h a ttan ’s w orld-trade. Here you can 
visit the w orld’s largest and fastest steamships, 
as last week we did twice, once to bid our m is
sionary, B rother Penn, and family good-by as 
they sailed to Africa and once to show a fellow- 
preacher from  Ohio the city. Here it is th a t 
Byrd was welcomed home after conquering the 
South Pole for America. If one is interested in 
art, the M etropolitan  A rt M useum  is unequaled 
in America, where one can see the m aster
pieces of such age-renowned artists as Angelo, 
T itian , and Ruben. If one loves historic spots, 
here can be found such places as the scene where 
the D utch first settled this section, the famous 
inn where W ashington bid his fellow-officers 
adieu, the earliest churches famous long before 
the R evolutionary days. If one enjoys scenic 
beauty, nothing in America surpasses th e  R iver
side Drive along the H udson, nor the Storm  
King H ighw ay coming down the H udson from 
West Point, where Uncle Sam trains his m ilitary 
officers, and  where Rip Van W inkle, of slumber 
fame, had his famous sleep of tw enty  years, and 
where the incidents of Iehabod Crane took place. 
If one delights in church architecture, here he 
can see the fam ous Episcopalian cathedral, un
surpassed in America, and the church builded 
by Joh n  D. Rockefeller on Riverside Drive for 
Fosdick. And money—well there is W all Street, 
and  towering banks. And buildings—F ifth  Ave
nue and Broadw ay are lined for miles with build
ings ranging in height from tw enty  to  eighty 
stories high. Oh, yes, and  here is the spot where 
General Superin tendent W illiams m ade his famous 
address to  the S tatue of L iberty.

General Superintendent C hapm an said to  the 
w riter ten years ago while living on the other 
side of the continent in California th a t just to
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live in this country for one year was a liberal 
education -within itself. True it is. Come over 
to see us, and we will have you to preach for 
us at night, and in the daytime will show you 
the wonders of the “world’s largest city.”
N e w  Y o r k  C it y

FACTS AND FIGURES
Recent statistics give the population of the 

Holy Land as follows: Moslems, 557,649; Jews, 
149,555'; Christians, 78,463, and unclassified, 
8,850, or a total of 794,517.

11,102,664 copies of Bibles, Testaments and 
portions were distributed by the American Bible 
Society in 179 languages last year.

I t is reported that 5,000 churches have been 
returned to Catholic authorities in Mexico since 
the settlement of the government church conflict 
a year ago.

A New York jurist is quoted as saying that 
there is no longer an American home. “We are 
born in hospitals, entertained in clubs, eat a t 
restaurants, and are buried from funeral par
lors.”

The Ohio State prison, Columbus, had 4,800 
inmates when the terrible fire swept through it. 
Several papers have made wet capital from the 
incident, claiming that the cells were “Crowded 
with Prohibition Prisoners.” Governor Cooper 
states that only nineteen prisoners were under 
sentence for violating the liquor law. The others 
are classified thus: 742 murderers, 964 burglars, 
293 convicted for rape, 1018 robbers, hold-up- 
men-and-safe breakers, 296 forgers, and 308 
convicted for larceny.— The W alchman-Examiner.

The American Bible Society began its service 
of providing embossed Scriptures for the blind

in 1835, and since th a t time it has issued 78,614 
volumes, which is said to be the largest continu
ous service of this kind rendered in the United 
States by any organization.

The N ational Educational Association, repre
senting 200,000 teachers, passed some splendid 
resolutions at its Representative Assembly at 
Columbus, Ohio, in July. Among them were the 
following:

“The National Education Association reaffirms 
its stand in favor of the Eighteenth Amendment 
and of the law's enacted thereunder. I t  urges 
their vigorous and im partial enforcement and 
pledges its support to an active educational cam
paign in the schools in behalf of habits of living 
for which the Eighteenth Amendment stands.”

“The National Education Association urges all 
teachers to emphasize the evil effects of alco
holic drinks, tobacco, and other narcotics upon 
the hum an organism. The association condemns 
the fraudulent advertising of certain manufac
turers in the efforts to foster cigarette smoking. 
I t commends for use in the schools selected peri
odicals which do not carry tobacco advertising.” 
— The Free M ethodist.

The failure of Canada’s government control of 
the liquor traffic is pointed out by The Temper
ance Advocate of Toronto. They report that in 
British Columbia in 1916, under license, the 
drink bill was approximately $12,000,000. The 
last prohibition year, 1920, it was $909,884.18. 
The first year under government sale, 1921-22, 
it was $6,344,617.02. The last year reported, 
1928-29, under government sale, $17,848,202. 
Business failures under Prohibition averaged 
forty-nine annually. Under government sale 139 
annually. Drunkenness in 1918, under Prohibi
tion, 778 ; 1929 under government sale 3,094. 
Accidents, 1 0 1 9—Prohibition— 2,822; 1929—gov
ernment sale— 12,319.
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