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Editor’ s Choice

Men Are Back

M e n  a r e  r a p i s t s , and that’s all they 
are. They rape us with their eyes, their 
laws, and their codes,” ranted Marilyn 
French in The Women’s Room.

“An inferior species,” was the label 
that a female Ivy League sociologist 
said her studies proved about men.

“Normal, ordinary men commit acts 
of forced sex against women . . .  in the 
same way that most women are beaten 
by the men they live with,” Andrea 
Dworkin said in her book Intercourse.

For years, men laughed off such go
ings on. They knew better, and they fig
ured everyone else did too. Then the 
radical feminists captured the universi
ties, invaded the public schools, brow
beat business, and finally got govern
ments to put their extremist theories 
into a hundred laws. This they were 
able to do by constantly comparing the 
shadow side of men with the light side 
of women. Men were judged by their 
sinfulness; women, by their noble traits. 
The truth is that either gender can dis
play remarkable depravity. See “Male 
Basher’s Checklist,” page 20.

Men aren’t laughing any more. Both 
in the church and in the culture at large, 
men are mobilizing to do something 
about their increasing marginalization. 
(See “The New Christian M an,” by 
Steve Rabey, page 30.)

In the culture at large, the new men’s 
movement is led by “postsensitive 
m ales” who are fed up with radical 
feminist propaganda and the vote-hun

gry politicians who fund feminist pro
grams with tax dollars. One hopes that 
the men’s movement will not go to the 
extremes modeled by radical feminism.

Feminization of Males
Testosterone-impaired behavior, as 

male conduct is often called, is no 
longer politically correct. For at least 
three decades now, the women’s move
ment has been trying to feminize males. 
It wants all men to be more sensitive, 
gentle, tenderhearted, tearful, sweet
er—in short, more feminine. The ef
forts to feminize men stand out like a 
gopher on the 18th green. Perhaps it is 
most obvious in the feminization of 
both public and church schools.

The typical male’s life is dominated 
by his mother from conception through 
childhood. If Mom gets a night out, a 
female baby-sitter shows up to super
vise his every activity, from bathroom 
to kitchen. When he starts to school, he 
stumbles into a culture organized by a 
woman around the things that little girls 
are naturally better at 
than he— neatness, 
quietness, orderliness.

Mothers, baby-sitters, 
and teachers wash him, 
feed him, punish him.
They withhold desserts, 
send him to bed early, 
withdraw TV privileges, 
and yell at or hit him 
when he d ispleases 
them. But they also dis
pense rewards when he 
pleases them. Through
out life, he may have to cope with an 
inordinate desire to please women. As 
psychiatrist Frank Pittman says in Man 
Enough (Putnam, 1993), “Because men 
have been raised by women, they go 
through life letting themselves be de
fined by women” (226).

But for all the feminization that has 
gone on, the competitive warrior spirit 
has survived. Is it not a part of God’s

image in the human male? Was not Je
sus a warrior who waged war on injus
tice, sin, death, and hell? (See “The 
Masculine Journey,” page 18.)

Some men have traded their own 
identity for the delicious feeling of 
pleasing women. Some join the battle 
against men and revel when the ladies 
applaud. Psychology Today asked its fe
male readers to vote on the men they 
“admired m ost.” The results: Jesus, 
Gandhi, and—are you ready for this?— 
Alan Alda! He spent a lot of time in the 
’70s and ’80s telling women’s groups 
how awful men are. It worked for him.

Is the feminized male the model for 
today? Hear Robert Bly:

The warriors inside American men 
have become weak . . .  a grown man 
six feet tall will allow another person 
to cross his boundaries, enter his psy
chic house, verbally abuse him, carry 
away his treasures and slam the door 
behind; the invaded man will stand 
there with an ingratiating confused 
smile on his face. (Iron John. Ran

dom House, 1990, 146.)
The feminization effort often fails 

because women send mixed signals. 
They teach passivity to the males they 
raise and control, but they rarely choose 
feminized men for husbands or lovers. 
They choose men who can protect and 
provide. When a woman interrupts her 
teaching of gentle docility to her son in 
order to cheer for Dirty Harry, Joe

“My body, my choice” is a 
versatile slogan for women, 
but for men, it’s “My body, 
no choice.”

WESLEY . TRACY
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Montana, or Norman Schwartzkoff, 
guys get confused.

Equality—Not Disposability
Postsensitive males are asking why 

they should go on being the disposable 
gender. Men and boys are regarded as 
disposable every time war is declared. 
All empires have been established, all 
boundaries defended by soldiers—the 
epitome of the disposable male.

Warren Farrell (The Myth o f Male 
Power) suggests considering this pro
posal: Since 1.2 million American men 
have died in combat this century, no 
more males will be sent into combat un
til 1.2 million American women die in 
combat. Equality, anyone?

“My body, my choice,” the slogan 
hoisted by women who want to abort 
babies, also applies to military service. 
Women seek the privilege of joining the 
military, but not the duty to do so. For 
boys, the slogan is “ My body, no 
choice.” Every 18-year-old boy must 
register for the draft, even in peacetime. 
In case of war, the government wants to 
know where the members of the “dis
posable gender” are.

The workplace gives us another view 
of the disposability of males. The 24 
most dangerous occupations are male- 
dominated ones. Construction, logging, 
mining, fire fighting, and boilermaking 
are among the most dangerous. As 
many men die every day on the job as 
we lost during a day of combat in Viet
nam. Every hour of the workweek, a 
construction worker dies on the job. Yet 
the government makes drastic cuts in 
the Occupational Saftey and Health Ad
m inistration (OSHA) while funding 
new programs to help female workers. 
The Federal Pregnancy Discrimination 
Act, for example, gives the pregnant 
worker the same benefits as those who 
are victims of on-the-job hazards, even 
though pregnancy was an off-the-job 
choice. In addition, the government has 
incurred increased cost by stepping up 
the prosecution of men for sexual ha
rassment on the job. “Men were left un
protected from premature death while 
women were protected from premature 
flirtation” (Farrell, 120-21).

When it comes to jobs, men know 
they have to work. Generally, women

have three options: stay at home, enter 
a vocation, or do some of both by tak
ing part-time work. For them, it is again 
“My body, my choice,” while for men, 
it is still “My body, no choice.”

Thus, thousands of men stay in dan
gerous high-stress jobs that they hate 
because so many people depend on 
their earning power. Men pay dearly for 
this. They face tension, ulcers, and 
heart attacks and die seven years 
younger than women. As David 
Thomas (Not Guilty: The Case in De
fense o f Men, William Morrow, 1994) 
says, “Once women start to behave like 
men, and work like men, and earn like 
men, they will start to die like them, 
too” (36).

Just how disposable are men? Re
cently, Time magazine ran a cover story 
about the 464 Am ericans shot that 
week. Time described them  as the 
“poor, the young, the abandoned, the 
ill, and the elderly.” Warren Farrell 
asks, “Did you think of men when you 
read that list?” Yet, 84 percent of those 
shooting victims were men. But on the 
cover, Time featured a woman victim, 
and only a woman. Men are often the 
invisible and disposable victims of vio
lence in America (Farrell, 32).

The federal government gave mil
lions of dollars to Louisiana State Uni
versity so that they could do a study on 
how to return brain-injured soldiers to 
battle rather than sending them home. 
A medical group protested. The Los 
Angeles Times carried the story. But the 
protest had nothing to do with the wel
fare of the brain-injured men. The 
protest was to save the cats that were 
going to be used in the study!

Even men see themselves as dispos
able. The suicide rate for men is six 
times that of women. The postsensitive 
male asks, “If men have it so good, 
why do they kill themselves?”

Equal Before the Law
The Constitution guarantees that all 

men shall be equal before the law. But 
today’s male would like to be equal 
with women before the law. Operating 
from the assumption that women are 
good and men are evil, our court sys
tem routinely hands down more severe 
sentences to men than to women.

Sheryl Lynn Massip repeatedly ran 
over her six-month-old son with her 
car. She hid the murder, but when she 
could hide it no longer, she pled post
partum depression, the baby blues. Her 
sentence: outpatient treatment!

Jennifer Eidenschink and her hus
band, Steve, separated. She asked him 
to come over and remove a mounted 
deer head from the wall. While he had 
both hands occupied, she shot him in 
the back five times with an automatic 
pistol. He survived. In court, she admit
ted that he had not abused her. The 
Dane County Court of Wisconsin did 
not make her serve one day in jail. Her 
sentence: counseling and two and a half 
weeks of volunteer service. The judge 
said the children needed their mother. 
He did order her to pay $22,000 of her 
husband’s hospital bill. But Jennifer 
had no job. Care to guess who paid?

Josephine Mesa, of Oceanside, Cali
fornia, beat her two-year-old son to 
death with a bathroom plunger and 
threw him in a trash bin. She was 
caught, and she confessed. Her defense: 
the boy was going through the “terrible 
twos,” and she was depressed. Her sen
tence: counseling, antidepressants, and 
probation!

Delia Alaniz took a lover. But she al
ready had a husband— so she hired a 
destitute young man to kill him. Her 
defense was that her husband abused 
her. Hispanic and feminist groups ral
lied to her support. The television pro
gram 60 Minutes took up the cause. 
Governor Gardner of Washington felt 
the pressure. He freed Alaniz, who had 
been convicted. His explanation: “Vio
lence against women . . .  is all too com
mon.” Hey, wait up, Gov. It was a man 
who was killed. And what of the young 
man who carried out D elia’s order? 
He’s still serving his 30-year sentence.

Marlene Wagshall shot her husband, 
Joshua, with a .357 Magnum while he 
slept. He survived after 18 hours in 
surgery, minus his spleen, liver, and 
pancreas. Meanwhile, Marlene kid
napped the children. The grand jury 
brought a number of charges against 
her, but feminist District Attorney Eliz
abeth Holtzman reduced the charge to

continued on page 5
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— General 
Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT

W h a t W iU  W e Be lik e  Then?
A Look at the Shape o f Things to Come fo r the Church o f the Nazarene

by Jerald  D. Jo h n so n

W
hat will the Church of 
the N azarene look 
like in the 21st centu
ry? Will we be able to 
reco g n ize  it? Are 
these fair and impor
tant questions?

Fair and important questions?
They are more than that— they are 

vital to our present and future min
istry as a church.

Is the Church of the Nazarene the 
same church it was at the beginning 
of the 20th century? That depends on 
what you choose to measure. Some 
assert that it is not. Others are equally 
insistent that, while we’ve changed, 
certain  characteristics rem ain that 
shape our identity.

How could we help but change? We 
are in the world, and our world has 
moved from the muddy road to the 
electronic highway. Not all of the 
changes have been good nor easy to 
accept. Some have been quite painful. 
We’ve not adopted all the changes that 
have been suggested, nor should we.

As our world searches for the “on- 
ramp” to the electronic highway, we 
can be sure of one thing— we are in 
the process of changing at a rate that 
nearly makes us dizzy.

Forty years ago, some Christians 
expressed concern that the latest in
vader of our homes, television, would 
do great damage to our standards of 
morality. They were right.

Soon we will face interactive televi
sion. What should Christians do? Get 
on the electronic highway or get off?

Relatives and Absolutes
How should  the church  handle

change? How can we tell what to 
keep and what to reject? Or, to put it 
another way, what is absolute and 
what is relative?

Change wasn’t invented in the 20th 
century. It has been around for a long, 
long tim e. In fact, the tension be
tween the “absolutes” and the “rela
tives” is found throughout the Holy 
Scriptures, from Genesis to Revela
tion. We both anchor our faith and 
find proper direction for moral and 
ethical living in the absolutes.

How do we live out the command 
“Be holy as I am holy”? That’s the 
question we face.

G<'O D ’S DEM AND FOR 
HOLINESS OF HEART AND  

LIFE IS THE ESSENTIAL  
TO WHICH I HAVE ANCHORED 

MY FAITH.

We are experimenting in worship 
styles and church program s. Some 
members of our congregations, espe
cially the more mature ones, fear that 
these changes fall som ew here be
tween difficult and dangerous. But, 
lest we easily disregard some of our 
older members, we need to recognize 
that some w ell-know n evangelical 
leaders are expressing similar views.

Again we must ask ourselves, when 
is change necessary, and when does it

lead to, or result from, worldly com
promise? “Absolutes” and “relatives” 
— it’s not always easy to tell the dif
ference, but we must try, or the ashes 
of our burned-out souls will dot the 
spiritual landscape.

Sunday Night
W hat about the Sunday evening 

service? Should we eliminate it when 
27 percent of the population in our 
country is forced to work on Sunday 
morning? How are we going to minis
ter to them? And, is one day of rest 
and w orship still a valid d irective 
from God, or is it just a matter of per
sonal choice? “A bsolutes” or “rela
tives”? The leadership of the local 
church needs to exercise the same 
princip les in decid ing  on worship 
style, the use of music, and how the 
Word of God is communicated to our 
people.

The challenge, o f course, is not 
simply administrative. Every Chris
tian faces daily opportunities with un
known results. Parents make choices 
for their minor children. People of all 
ages have options forced on them. 
What will guide them? “Relatives” or 
“absolutes”?

We need to accept the inevitable; 
change will come. Nor is change nec
essarily good or bad. Some of us may 
need to break through our reserve by 
clapping with the young people the 
next time a rhythmic chorus is sung 
on a Sunday morning. It would be all 
right for us to raise both hands in the 
air as w e’re som etim es requested, 
rather than lifting one hand ever so 
slightly. It won’t destroy the sanctu
ary. We have, done it across the years.

H K R A l.D  O F H O L IN E S S



and the church has survived.
Others of us may need to find a 

level of public worship that lifts it 
from the celebration of human deci
sions to that of praise and devotion to 
the God of the ages.

What Is Sunday School, Anyway?
The s tru c tu re  o f our Sunday 

Schools has been greatly altered in 
some places to allow only for large 
group experiences. Do these substi
tutes for directed Bible study by qual
ified teachers meet our long-range 
goals? Or, are we accommodating our 
program to build attendance while 
compromising biblical understand
ing? Tough questions. But vital ones.

Along the way, let us never allow 
biblical absolutes to become mere rel
atives. Let us faithfully hand on the 
absolute contained in the message 
"Holiness unto the Lord," from our 
generation to the next. Then our com
mitment to the Holy Bible and its 
tim eless m essage w ill gu ide us 
through the uncertain days ahead.

1 recognize, in retrospect, that I 
have on occasion tried to make some 
"relatives" into “absolutes." 1 have al
so come to see that a global church 
facing a new century must commit it
self to the absolutes and not succumb 
to the temptation to make the re la
tives universal.

Unless Jesus returns to interrupt 
history, the 21st century will arrive. 
Without a doubt, the church of the 
21st century will be different from the 
one we now know. The response to 
God’s demand for holiness of heart 
and life is the essential to which I 
have anchored my faith in these ad
vancing years, and I plead for all our 
people to do the same.

Soon. I will step aside for others. In 
1997, to be exact. I shall do so in peace, 
knowing that we are united in our pur
suit of the biblical “absolutes." The rel
ative changes will not concern me, 
knowing that we must accept the in
evitability of life. And so we face the 
future with optimism 
and faith, knowing that 
He will provide the 
guidelines for all of us 
in our worship, in our 
living, and in our ser
vice. tfc
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EVERYBODY INTO THE FIELD!
The Power o f Sunday 
School to Transform Lives 
Through Evangelism '

By W. E. McCumber
The human harvest of which Je

sus speaks is priceless— His aton
ing death made it  possible. Is 
there any question that gathering 
tha t harvest is worth the blood, 
sweat, and tears o f the whole 
Church? McCumber reminds us 
that the harvest is ready— and it's 
time for all of us to get into the 
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MEN ARE BACK_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
continued from page 2

second-degree assault and arranged for 
Marlene to spend one day in jail before 
being freed on probation!

Time would fail me to also tell you 
of Bessie Reese, Blanche Taylor 
Moore, Stella Nickell, Delissa Carter, 
Christine English, Sandie Smith, Judy 
Norman, Paula Sims, Lory Foster, and 
Dixie Dyson—but then, once you’ve 
heard one of these stories, you have 
heard them all. They all tell tales of 
women who got by with what we 
would hang men for.

Since the death penalty was reinstat
ed in the U.S. in 1976, I2l men have 
been executed, but only l woman (she 
requested it) has been executed. And no 
woman has ever been executed in the 
U.S. for killing only a man.

The same year that Mike Tyson was 
convicted for the date rape of an under
age beauty contestant, a 45-year-old 
woman, Pam Douer, admitted in court 
to having a six-month sexual relation
ship with a 12-year-old boy who was 
under her care. Tyson got six years; 
Douer got probation.

Remember Jim and Tammy Faye 
Bakker? Weren’t they equal partners in 
the televangelism sham? Didn't she get 
as much camera time and as many fi
nancial perks as Jim? When the matter 
hit the courts. Jim got 45 years. Tammy 
did not even appear in court!

Feminization of the culture, dispos
ability of males, and equality before the 
law are a few of the items that fuel the 
men’s movement in the culture at large.

We could not treat all aspects of 
men’s issues in one edition of the Her
ald any more than we will be able to 
treat the whole scope of women’s is
sues in next month's edition. What we 
have attempted is to deal with men in 
relationship to God (“What Men Need 
Most”), in relationship to themselves 
(“The Masculine Journey”), in relation
ship to their spouse (“A Renewed Vi
sion for Marriage"), in relationship to 
their children (“The Fine Art of Good 
Fathering”), and in relationship to their 
own fathers (“ Forgive Us Our Fa
thers”). Further, we have tried to cite 
the key elements in the men’s move
ment in the culture at large (“Male 
B asher's C heck list” and "E d ito r’s 
Choice") and within evangelicalism 
("The New Christian Man”). tfc
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The Readers Write

Genesis and Hanukkah
I don't believe God left us all in the dark until some great ge

nius came along to set us straight on God’s Holy Word.
I think Genesis 1— 5 tells us real plain what night and day are. 

How are we supposed to know when the seventh day comes 
when we don’t know what a day is? I believe the creation story 
is easy to understand.

Where do you read in your Bible that the creation was not 
completed in six solar days?

Some would rather read the H erald o f  H oliness than read 
God’s Word. . . .  Many of the unchurched read the Bible.

“The Lights of Hanukkah Shine on Christmas” by Chip Ricks 
(Dec. 1994)— this is the first time, but I’m sure not the last, I’ll 
see articles written on books left out of the Scriptures. Was [it] 
wrong not to include the book 1 Maccabees in our Bible?

Sure do enjoy the Herald o f Holiness. Keep it coming. I read 
it from cover to cover, and what I don’t believe doesn't bother 
me too much.

Lee Powell 
Lapeer. Mich.

Fourteen New Readers
Thank you for all the good issues that come month after 

month. We had 14 new people join our church this morning, and 
each of them was given a copy of the Herald in their member
ship packet.

We opened the doors of our new sanctuary just one year ago 
November 14. Today it was filled to capacity. “This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.”

Eleanor Cunningham 
Gaithersburg, Md.

Timely Encouragement
I just finished reading General Superintendent Jim Diehl’s 

(Dec.) article on how we need some encouragement. If ever 
there was an article that was timely, it was this one. If there ever 
was a time the people need encouragement, it’s now. So much of 
the time the church is so caught up in the programs of the 
church, the time, the resources, the money for all these . . . But it 
seems we have no time for the old, the sick, the down and out. 
the brokenhearted.

We are a tired and hurting people to have as many doctors 
(earned or bestowed) in our denomination.

Rev. Diehl was right— we don't need more condemnation and 
guilt preached. So let’s lift up Jesus; let’s spread the good news; 
let’s be encouragers.

The 146th psalm in The Living Bible reads, “He is the God 
who keeps every promise, and gives justice to the poor and op
pressed, and food to the hungry. He frees the prisoners, and 
opens the eyes of the blind; he lifts the burdens from those bent 
down beneath their loads. For the Lord loves good men. He . . . 
cares for the orphans and widows.” What encouraging good 
news.

John Wedmore 
Muncie, Ind.

Millhuff Responds
Everyone else has had their say. Now let me have mine. First 

of all, let’s put this thing into perspective. A group of evangelists 
sitting around a conference table with a tape recorder running in 
the middle is hardly a perfect forum for perfection in thought, 
content, or eventual printed material. Had I had a chance to read 
this material before it was printed, I would have caught the obvi
ous errors that many others rightfully caught.

Second, as you notice, I was the only evangelist who even 
mentioned money. I had nothing to gain but everything to lose. 
The major reason the evangelists are dropping out of the field to
day is a financial reason, so I took the risk and brought up the 
subject. Obviously, I have paid the price for it.

Third, 1 did make serious oversights that I would not have 
made had I been able to review the material. (1) When I calcu
lated the evangelists’ net salary following their 26 revivals on 
average, times $1,000 gross pay per week, I meant to include 
hospitalization along with the deductions for Social Security and 
income tax, which would have left $18,000 or less. (2) When 1 
referred to what the pastor is given by way of remuneration. I, of 
course, meant his cash salary plus his many benefits. Any 
church board in its right mind does not give a pastor only a cash 
salary. It doesn’t make tax sense. They give him benefits, and 
there are many. In the business world, they call them “perks.” In 
the church, we call them benefits. What the evangelist gets is 
what he gets . . . period. Unless you start paying evangelists 
more, this order of ministry is going to simply die. You cannot 
count five evangelists in the Church of  the Nazarene today 
whom you could consider young. I know of almost none who 
are preparing for this work in our colleges or in our seminary.

I apologize for not speaking all the facts with perfect clarity in 
the midst of a “free-for-all" discussion that lasted about two 
hours.

I am grateful for the attempt of the Herald o f Holiness to clear 
the matter with the very generous editor's notes. I trust this letter 
of mine more than clears up the matter and that it will make a 
difference in the way the Church of the Nazarene, from its high
est ranks of leadership to its very youngest members, considers 
the genuine, everyday needs of the evangelist. This is not a prob
lem that I am having. 1 have nothing to gain. I had everything to 
lose, but I thought the risk was worth it. I care about my brothers 
and sisters who are struggling, many of them without any kind 
of hospitalization, many having to relinquish Social Security, 
and many of them going deeper and deeper into debt, until final
ly they are forced out of the field because they cannot paint 
enough houses in the summer or rake enough leaves in the late 
fall to keep themselves in this work. This order of the ministry 
really does have value to the church. W e’d better start taking it 
more seriously.

Charles R. Millhuff 
Olathe. Kans.

Evangelists Appreciated
Thanks for “Evangelists in Dialogue” (Oct. 1994). We feel 

that our churches need to use our evangelists unless God leads 
otherwise. These men and women have been called by God to 
evangelize and not pastor a church where they are at least guar
anteed a salary and benefits. The evangelists are totally depen
dent on what we the church pay them. Yet, they pay their own 
taxes, hospitalization, retirement, and drive 50,000+ miles a 
year. For some reason, we expect God to be the one to supply all 
of their needs. He does! Through us. It’s our responsibility, and 
if we as pastors and laymen are failing in this area, we will be 
held accountable when we stand before God.

As added bonuses, we as laymen or Sunday School classes 
can send an occasional gift certificate from a national chain
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restaurant, gasoline company, or department store chain.
Make time to pray for them, and who knows—just maybe a 

great revival will break out.
Richard & Betty Watts 
Concord, Tenn.

Creation and Genesis
You gave a good response to the question regarding creation 

(“Question Box,” Dec. 1994).
With regard to the “solar day theory,” it seems to me that peo

ple who really read the account of creation should know that 
“sol," the sun, didn’t come into being until the fourth day of cre
ation. There couldn't have been a solar day before that, because 
our calculation of time is based on the sun, moon, and earth rela
tionship.

The Bible doesn’t relate the word week to the seven days of 
creation. Considering that our concept of calendar would have 
begun on the fourth day of creation, this would have God resting 
on Wednesday. Isn’t that why we have Wednesday night prayer 
meeting?

The important act of creation is to create in us a clean heart. 
When He allowed that to happen, any other details of creation fit 
into their proper perspective.

Keep up the good work.
John N. Carr 
Caney, Kans.

Metaphorical Snakes and Floods
If the Nazarene Church does not accept Genesis 1:5— “And 

there was evening, and there was morning— the FIRST DAY” 
( n i v ,  emphasis mine) as meaning a “solar” day, then how long 
was it? Where do we get this “time” from? (Definitely not the 
Bible.) Using only the Bible, explain when we switch from 
metaphorical (Nazarene) days to solar days. (Or did Adam live 
to be 1 million?) And finally, if Genesis 1:1— 2:1 is metaphori
cal, then why should I believe that Genesis 2— 9 isn’t just a big 
metaphor? Come on, a talking snake that walks and a flood that 
covers every mountain in the world! . . .

1 am truly searching for answers to why the Church of the 
Nazarene “bends over backward” in order to make the Bible fit 
into a “scientific” theory. Teach the Bible as the truth and let sci
ence worry about their theory.

Scott Folkens 
Highland, Calif.

Skiles Never Disappointed
I want to thank you for the tribute to Paul Skiles in your last 

issue. I sure hope it won’t be the last mention of his ministry as 
he comes to the time of retirement. I wish I ’d known that this is
sue was to be the one honoring him.

I’m just one of the literally thousands of people who’ve had their 
lives impacted as teens by a man who has been my role model for 
over 40 years. He was most responsible for helping to change my 
life as a rebellious teenager, and because of his involvement with 
us and his great example, I’m in the ministry today.

I write this tribute as a representative of all those kids who 
idolized Paul Skiles and were never disappointed by his steady 
Christlike influence.

Ron Jeffries 
Goldendale, Wash.
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February Focus

C. Ellen Watts is a free lance w rite r liv ing  
in  N am pa, Idaho.

I REMEMBER THE YEAR the Santa 
C laus m yth lost clout with our 
youngest granddaughter. For two 
days, she argued and interrupted 
conversations with an irrelevant “ I 
d o n ’t care what anybody says, 
there is so a Santa C laus!”

M ove over, Honey. Your grand
m other just uncovered m ore St. 
Valentine data than she ever w ant
ed to read. Since World B ook  can 
likely be trusted, however, I ’ll 
concede. That tale told by my first 
grade teacher o f heart-shaped 
m essages slid betw een Rom an 
prison bars m ay be only a story. 
Further, St. Valentine was plural, 
and the celebration o f V alentine’s 
Day o f pagan origin.

C hristian love, how ever, is 
m ore than legendary. Even those 
who know  nothing o f its Source, 
can easily recognize the love that 
m asquerades as caregiver, consol
er, cook, and carpenter. Love that 
baby-sits, paints, binds wounds, 
and m ore. Love that cam e to me 
from  an unlikely source follow ing 
a February storm.

I knew  I was in trouble the 
m inute the snow tires hit the east
ernm ost route around Salt Lake

City. I had ju st left a prayer m eet
ing a w iser m ajority had opted to 
skip. Since N orm  was o ff trouble
shooting for his com pany in 
Boise, I found m yself all alone in 
a blinding sea o f rapidly-falling 
snow. G ripping the steering 
wheel, I prayed my way over a 
trackless, m ountainside freew ay 
and backed up five tim es before I 
could convince m y car that yes, 
we had m ade it to the right tu rn
off. The crazy vehicle d id n ’t even 
recognize our drivew ay. O r seem  
to understand that broadside is an 
im possible angle for a M ustang to 
enter a garage.

The next m orning, I donned 
boots and m ittens and began m ov
ing snow drifts as high as the 
hood ornam ent. Pausing to rest, I 
could hear the rhythm ic scraping 
o f several shovels.

A door slam m ed across the 
street. Two m en with 
snow shovels surveyed 
their clogged walkway.
New to our neighbor
hood, they spoke no 
English. M ore o f those 
foreign M orm on con
verts, no doubt. I shov
eled on.

U nable to keep up 
the pace, my shovel 
leaning turned into a 
sag. Then I noticed that the grand
m a in my drivew ay had becom e 
the subject o f gesturing across the 
street. U nder the guise o f w iping 
sweat, I glanced past a soggy m it
ten and figured the tw o m ust be 
cracking little old lady jokes over 
m y spasm odic efforts to uncover a 
drivew ay that had never seem ed 
long until now. I turned my back 
and began shoveling for all I was

w orth— w hich, by now, w asn ’t 
m uch.

Suddenly, the m en w ere w ork
ing beside me. W ithout so m uch 
as an unintelligible w ord, w ithin 
m inutes, m y drivew ay was clean. 
The youngest o f the tw o grabbed a 
broom  and began sw eeping snow 
from  m y car, then stopped.

Pointing to the B ible I had for
gotten and left on the front seat, 
grinning happily, he drew  an un 
m istakable cross in the frosty air. 
He touched his ski jacket, then 
pointed in turn tow ard m y heart. I 
nodded, he nodded, and the other 
fellow  nodded, and we all stood 
there sm iling our faces off, 
slaphappy w ith the joy  o f recogn i
tion.

Last w eek, since it’s becom e 
obvious I can barely deal with my 
ow n snow, let alone the neigh
b o rs ’, I baked and frosted a b irth 
day cake, and we drove over to 
see som e lonely old folks we 
know. I w ashed up a few  piles o f 
d ishes w hile N orm  caulked a hole 
w here w asps had been getting into 
their tired little house. We ad

m ired their treasures and listened 
to their stories. Then we opened 
som e ice cream , got out som e yel
low ed party  napkins left over from  
a 50-year-old so n ’s lO th-year 
birthday party, lit a few candles, 
and helped celebrate an 84th.

It w asn ’t m uch, I know. But 
even a sm all act o f love beats the 
latent testim ony o f a cold Bible 
lying prone on a car seat. q.

I nodded, he nodded, and the 
other fellow nodded, and we 
all stood there smiling our 
faces off.

C. ELLEN WATTS
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Foundations o f  the Faith in Philippians

How Do We Affirm 
a Negative Apostle?

ROGER L. HAHN

Roger L. Hahn is p ro fe s s o r o f  N e w  
Testam en t a t N azarene  Theo log ica l 
Sem inary.

For many live as enemies o f the cross 
of Christ as I have told you many times 
before and now 1 tell you as I weep. 
Their final end is destruction, their god 
is their belly, and their glory is in their 
shame. They have set their minds on 
earthly things (Philippians 3:18-19).*

W e  l iv e  in  a n  a g e  of affirmation. 
“Warm fuzzies,” “strokes,” and “posi
tive reinforcement” form the currency 
of our emotional economy. This kind of 
pervasive optimism is pleasant (it feels 
good to be affirmed regularly), but it al
so has its drawbacks. The meaning of 
education changes when “grade infla
tion” makes report cards increasingly 
meaningless. The productivity of busi
ness is undercut whenever evaluation of 
personnel and effectiveness is held cap
tive to the need to affirm.

The church is also pulled by the “I’m 
OK, you’re OK” syndrome. Marketing 
strategies are only the latest in a series 
of trends in the church toward being 
more tolerant, less offensive, and more 
open to those in need. “Hell fire and 
brimstone” is out, and “love” is in. But 
this approach finds certain passages of 
Scripture hard to swallow. Philippians 
3:18-19 is one of those passages that is 
difficult to understand in a compliment- 
craving society.

Verse 18 introduces Paul’s warning 
against people who live as “enemies of 
the cross of Christ.” This emotional 
outburst does not have enough context 
for us to identify these people with any 
sense of certainty. Scholars have devel
oped a variety of opinions on who these 
“enemies of the cross” were. It seems 
clear, however, that these people were 
part of the Christian faith. They may 
not have been members of the church at 
Philippi, but they were part of churches 
elsewhere, and Paul was concerned that 
their influence had or soon would 
spread to Philippi.

The characteristics listed in verse 19 
provide a partial picture of these ene
mies of Christ. The claim that “their god 
is their belly” is a powerful word pic
ture. It speaks of people who have no 
regard for anything other than their own 
desires and tastes. Self-satisfaction.is 
their highest good. Such self-centered 
focus leaves these people with no time 
or interest in the concerns 
and needs of other people.
Paul further states that 
“their glory is in their 
shame.” These words im
mediately suggest sexual 
looseness. In fact, Paul’s 
description speaks of peo
ple who have no ethical 
scruples. Shame has no 
ability to shame them be
cause getting their own way 
is all that matters to them.

The observation that “they have set 
their minds on earthly things” should 
not surprise us. Lives that aim no high
er than the fulfillment of our own self
ish desires never reach beyond earthly 
concerns. Part of the divine character of 
the gospel is precisely the fact that it 
calls on us to love each other as an ex
pression of our love of God. Neither 
should we be surprised that Paul sees 
“their final end” as “destruction.” 
Knowledge of the gospel, or of history,

or of social contracts would tell us that 
self-centered living offers no hope for a 
long-term future.

What does surprise us in our “affirm- 
everybody-society” is that Paul would 
speak so negatively about people and 
especially about people in the church. 
We are inclined to admonish the apostle 
to be more loving and accepting. We 
would be better off if we would listen 
and learn. The church will not survive 
if belonging to it means nothing about 
what we believe and the way we live. 
Scripture offers us several ways in 
which we can describe Christian faith 
and life. It does not offer us an infinite 
number of ways of being Christian, and 
none of the ways it offers is the way of 
self-centeredness and self-gratification. 
The cross, sacrifice, and obedience 
stand at the heart of what it has always 
meant to follow Christ. Any other defi
nition of the faith will make us enemies 
of the cross of Christ. We need not be 
crude and boorish in identifying and 
opposing self-centered imitations of 
Christian faith. We dare not be silent!

For further study: (1) Study Jude JO- 
13 and 2 Peter 2:1-22. What does the 
language o f these passages say about 
the danger o f false teachings? What 
harm can come to the church from 
them? (2) Read 2 John 7-11 and 2 
Corinthians 6:14-7:1. What remedy do

these passages recommend for false 
teachers? What further insight do you 
receive from Matthew 13:24-30 and 1 
Corinthians 9:19-23? (3) Examine your 
own life. Are you pulled toward self- 
centered desires as the center o f your 
faith? Ask the Lord for wisdom in sort
ing out the motives o f your own heart 
and for wisdom in helping others in the 
faith find their focus and hope in the 
cross o f Christ.
’ S crip tu re  quo ta tions are th e  a u th o r’s ow n  trans lation.

Self-centered living offers no 
hope for a long-term future.
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News
BY MARK GRAHAM and BRYAN MERRILL

Sullivan Honored
Bill M. S u l l iv a n ,  
C hurch G row th  D iv i
sion director, was pre
se n te d  the D o n a ld  
M cG avran  A w ard  by 
the A merican Society 
fo r  C h u rc h  G ro w th  
(A S C G ) at its annual 
meeting Nov. 17-19 in 

Houston. The award, the highest com
mendation of the society, is presented to 
persons who have shown excellence in 
leadership in church growth principles, 
according to John Vaughn, ASCG presi
dent. Also receiving the award this year 
was Elmer Towns.

“ I 'm  no t su re  the C h u rc h  o f  the 
Nazarene recognizes the significance 
o f  w hat has been  h a p p e n in g  in the 
Church Growth office,” said Vaughn. 
He c ited  the K -C hurch  P ro 
g r a m 's  S c h o o l  o f  L a rg e  
C h u r c h  M a n a g e m e n t  as a 
benchmark for denominational 
development.

“There is no other denomi
nation that I know of, large or 
small, that is actively encour
aging the growth of churches 
to reach the K-church size to 
have an impact on their c i ties ,” said 
Vaughn. “ It is a phenomenal program 
that needs to be recognized.

Also cited were the research materials 
available to local pastors through the 
Church Growth Division. The Church of 
the Nazarene is one of the few denomina
tions that combines local church statistics 
with its corresponding demographic data, 
according to Vaughn.

Sullivan has served as Church Growth 
Division director since 1980. Prior to 
this, he was superintendent of the North 
Carolina District for five years. His pas
toral ministry included nine years at Col
orado Springs First and seven years at 
Denver Westminster.

An alum nus of  Bethany Nazarene 
C o l le g e  and  N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
Seminary, Sullivan earned the D.Min. 
degree from Fuller Theological Semi
nary in 1985. He was ordained on the 
Colorado District in 1958.

S u l l iv a n  s e rv e d  as p r e s id e n t  o f  
ASCG in 1991.

P as t  r e c ip ie n t s  o f  the  D o n a ld  
McGavran Award have included Win 
Am and C. Peter Wagner.

NCM Hosts AERDO Meeting
N azarene  C o m p ass io n a te  M in is tr ies  
recently hosted the annual meeting of 
the Association of Evangelical Relief 
an d  D e v e l o p m e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  
(AERDO), according to Steve Weber, 
d i r e c to r .  W o r ld  R e l i e f  c o h o s t e d  
AERD O  Forum '94  at the St. John 's  
Center. Kansas City.

The  th re e -d a y  c o n f e re n c e  began  
with a com m unity  meal fo llow ed by 
an hour o f  worship and praise led by 
N a z a re n e  e ld e r  J im  M in d l in g  from

The p ra ise  te am  from  
G a rd n er, K a n s ., New  
Community Church of the 
Nazarene (above) led the 
interdenominational wor
sh ip  s e rv ic e  to  open  
AERDO Forum ’94.

G ardner.  Kans. W es S tafford, p res i
den t  o f  C o m p a s s io n  I n te r n a t io n a l ,  
then brought a keynote address en t i
tled “Excellence in Train ing Leader
ship.”

O th e r  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s e s  w e re :  
“ Language of  Exce llence ,” Art Gay, 
president o f  World Relief; “Building 
a Model for Relief and Development 
in the  C o n n e c t e d  C h u r c h , "  S te v e  
W eber ;  and “ M in is try  to P eop le  in 
N e e d ,” A. G ordon  W etm ore ,  p r e s i 
dent, Nazarene Theological Seminary. 
A p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  on  r e l i e f  and  
development activity in Haiti also was 
featured.

AERDO was founded in 1982 as a 
p r o f e s s io n a l  f o ru m  fo r  n o n p r o f i t  
C h r is t ia n  a g e n c ie s  and  in d iv id u a ls  
en g a g ed  in r e l i e f  and  d e v e lo p m e n t  
work. It seeks to promote excellence 
and professionalism am ong its m e m 
bers as well as foster networking, co l
laboration, interorganization co m m u 
nication, and fellowship.

NCM is presently the only denom i
national A E R D O  m em ber.  All other 
members are parachurch agencies.

Stults Chairs Commission
R oy S tu l ts ,  e d i to r  o f  
W o rld  M iss io n  m a g a 
zine, has been elected  
chairman o f  the Chris
tian Holiness A ssocia
tion 's  (CHA) C om m is
sion  on M is s io n s .  He 
was elected recently at 
the seventh annual re

treat o f  the commission in Indianapolis.
Stults has served as a Nazarene mis

sionary since 1977 and in the W orld  
M ission D ivis ion o ffice  since 1992. 
Prior to this, he was on the faculty of 
N azarene T heo log ica l  Sem inary  and 
A s ia -P a c i f ic  N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
Seminary.

In addition  to his du ties  as editor,  
Stults serves as communication coordina
tor for the World Mission Division. He 
was recently named executive producer 
of the new World Mission Video M aga
zine scheduled for release this spring.

The purpose o f  the Commission on 
Missions is “to provide for the mutual 
exchange of  ideas” and “ to work out 
cooperative projects and ministries at 
home and abroad.” It is one of  seven 
commissions of  the CHA.

The CHA was founded in 1867 as an 
agency to promote holiness evangelism 
in the United States. Nazarene involve
ment, which predates  the d e n o m in a 
tion. has included membership by such 
p e r so n s  as P. F. B resee  and  C. W. 
Ruth. The Church of  the Nazarene has 
held ins t i tu tional m e m b ersh ip  since 
1968.

Stone Calls for Delegates
Ja c k  S to n e ,  g e n e ra l  s e c r e ta r y ,  has  
issued a call for 50 volunteer ministers 
and laypersons to serve as official dele
gates for the Church of the Nazarene at 
the Chris t ian  Holiness A ssoc ia t ion 's  
127th annual convention. The meeting 
will convene April 18-20, 1995, at the 
Red Lion Jantzen Beach Hotel in Port
land, Oreg.

In te res ted  p e rso n s  sh o u ld  subm it  
their name, address, and the name of 
the local chu rch  in w hich  they hold 
m e m b e r s h ip  to: G e n e ra l  S e c re ta ry .  
C h u rch  o f  the  N a z a re n e ,  6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131. The 
delegation will be selected and notified 
on or about March 1.
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Flood Waters Displace 
Nazarenes in Costa Rica
The Church of the Nazarene in San Pedro 
de Upala, C o s ta  Rica ,  was severe ly  
affected by recent flooding, according to 
Helmer Jua rez ,  M ex ico  and C en tra l  
America regional compassionate m in
istries coordinator. Fifty Nazarene fami
lies have been identified among the more 
than 2,000 persons displaced by heavy 
rains near the border of Nicaragua.

Nazarenes in the North Costa Rica 
District have  u n d e r ta k e n  e x te n s iv e  
relief efforts for victims, according to 
Jorge Garcia, district superintendent.  
The MAC Region has been assisting 
local church relief efforts by providing 
food, clothing, and financial assistance.

Anyone desiring to respond to the 
needs in Costa Rica may contribute to 
the com passionate ministries fund by 
sending g if ts  d es ig n a ted  for  “ C os ta  
Rica Flood Re lie f” to: General T rea
surer, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, 
MO 64131. Canadian funds should be 
sent to the E xecutive  Board, 7-3800 
19th St. N.E., Calgary. AB T2E 6V2.

All gifts are approved Ten Percent 
mission specials.

NWMS Looks to Future
The future of  the Nazarene World Mis
sion Society in the 21st century was the 
topic for a day-long meeting Dec. 5 in

K ansas  C ity .  C o n v e n ed  by G enera l  
N W M S  D i r e c to r  N in a  G u n te r ,  the 
meeting brought together a variety of 
persons, including: Washington, Iowa, 
pastor Monte Asbury; communications 
consultant Russell Bredholt; associate 
pastor and former missionary Eunice 
(nee Marlin) Brubaker; World Mission 
Division Director Louie Bustle; futurist 
Sam Dunn; Communications Division 
Director Michael Estep; seminary pro
fessor and former missionary Charles 
G a i le y ;  and  S o u th  F lo r id a  D is tr ic t  
NWMS President Dennis Moore.

Officially named the “NWMS 2000 
C om m ittee ,” the group discussed the 
future of NWMS in light o f  such fac
to rs  as g lo b a l i z a t i o n ,  t e c h n o lo g y ,  
demography, and societal and political 
changes.

“The Nazarene World Mission Soci
ety is committed to stay on the cutting 
edge of  mission trends and deve lop 
ments— to have a vision for the needs 
and opportunities that the 21st century 
will present,” said Gunter.

World Mission Expands
The island of  St. Martin has become 
the l()8th world  area en tered  by the 
Church of the Nazarene, according to 
Louie Bustle, World Mission Division 
director.

In October, a new church was plant
ed on the Caribbean island, which is

jo in t ly  g overned  by F rance and the 
Netherlands. The church, located in the 
French-speaking  area, was chartered 
with 50 full m em bers ,  acco rd ing  to 
John Smee, Caribbean regional direc
tor.

The church will function as part of 
the French Antilles District, which also 
has churches in Martinique and Guade
loupe. D anie l B laise ,  a g radua te  of  
Caribbean Nazarene Theological Col
lege, serves as district superintendent.

“This is a s ign ifican t  step for the 
C h u rc h  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  in the  
Caribbean.” Smee said. “The new con
gregation is already making plans to 
sponsor a church in the Dutch-speaking 
sector o f  the island.”

Owens Begins New Role
Denny G. Owens, 60, 
has been appointed to 
s e rv e  as M ic ro n e s ia  
coordinator and special 
p ro jec ts  a s s is ta n t  for 
the  A s ia -P a c i f ic  R e 
g io n ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
L o u ie  B u s t le ,  W o r ld  
Mission Division direc

tor. He began his assignment Nov. 1.
In the position, Owens will coordi

nate mission development throughout 
the Micronesia area, which includes the 
Pacific islands east o f  the Philippines 
and west of the international date line. 
F u tu re  d e v e lo p m e n t  w ill  in c lu d e  
church planting, mass evangelism, per
sonnel developm ent,  and ministerial 
training by extension.

Under the direction of  Brent Cobb, 
r e g io n a l  d i r e c to r ,  O w en s  a lso  will 
address special needs and promote var
ious projects on the region.

"His ability in developing resources 
and personnel, in helping to devise strat
egy for mass evangelism, and in com 
municating with churches in his home
land and abroad will enable Owens to 
make an outstanding contribution to the 
Asia-Pacific Region,” said Bustle.

A 15 -y ea r  m is s io n a r y  v e te r a n .  
Owens previously served in the Philip
pines as pioneer district superintendent, 
e v a n g e l i s t ,  e d u c a to r ,  and  c h u rc h  
planter. He later served as president of 
Nazarene Indian Bible College.

Owens and his wife, Betty, currently 
reside in Okinawa, Japan.

The NWMS “ 2000 Com m ittee” (I. to r.) : Louie Bustle, M ichael R. Estep, Nina Gunter, 
Samuel Dunn, Dennis Moore, Charles Gailey, Monte Asbury, Eunice Brubaker, Tim Crutch
er, and Russ Bredholt.
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Workshops Announced 
for PALCON ’95
Focus groups meeting to explore the 
needs of Nazarene ministers suggested 
12 topics for workshops to be included 
in PALCON '95, according to Wilbur 
W. Brannon, Pastoral Ministries direc
tor. In addition, five other workshops 
will be presented in Spanish at selected 
conference sites.

“Workshops have been a vital part of 
PALCON [Pastor’s and Leader’s Con
ference] since the first one was held in 
1975,” said Brannon. “Workshops will 
once again provide a practical way of 
equipping leaders with hands-on infor
mation.”

Workshop titles for PALCON '95 are:
• Dealing with At-Risk Behaviors: 

Substance Abuse, A ddictions, 
AIDS, and Other At-Risk Behav
iors

•  Developing Competency Aware
ness: A Pastoral Style Inventory— 
How to Succeed with Yours

• Developing Intercultural Compe
tencies

•  Financing the Local Church
• How to Tell the Old Story: New 

Strategies in Evangelism
• The Incarnational Minister: What 

May Be Missing in Your Training
• Leading Your Church Through 

Transition and Change
• Making Strategic Vision a Reality
• The Optimism of Grace: Preach

ing Holiness in a New World
• Protecting Clergy Marriages
•  Small Groups: Unlocking the Pos

sibilities
•  W orship . . .  or Just Going 

Through the Motions?
Additional Spanish language work

shops will be featured at conferences 
hosted by Southern Nazarene Universi
ty, Eastern Nazarene College, Trevecca 
Nazarene College, and Point Loma 
Nazarene College. They are:

• The Challenge and Mission of the 
Hispanic Church in the United 
States in the 21st Century

• The Expression of Grace: Preach
ing the Doctrine of Holiness to our 
Generation

• Principles and Steps in How to 
Plant Churches

• Rediscovering the Vision of the 
Pastoral Ministry

• Training Timothys for Pastoral 
Ministry

Registration for PALC ON  ’95 has 
b e g u n .  R e g is t r a t io n  in fo rm a t io n  is 
available  at 913-780-5193; for more 
information, write PALCON ’95, 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131; or 
call 816-333-7000. ext. 2468.

India Conference 
Generates Anticipation
At least 150 pastors attended the India 
National Pastors’ Conference Nov. 28- 
30. The retreat,  held at the Nazarene 
Bible C o l lege  in W ash im , a t t rac ted  
pastors and superintendents from the 
five Indian d istric ts  as well as from 
neighboring Bangladesh.

“ It was one of the most eventful pas
to rs ’ retreats I have participated in,” 
said World Mission Division Director 
Louie Bustle. “These superintendents 
and pastors have a fantastic vision to 
go into all o f  India with the gospel.”

B us t le  w as jo in e d  on the  tr ip  by 
Michael R. Estep, representing Thrust 
to the Cities; and John Haines, admin
i s t r a t iv e  a s s i s t a n t  fo r  the  E u r a s ia  
Region. Nazarene evangelist Stephen 
M anley preached in the p lenary ses
sions.

Bustle said the pastors plan to use 
the “Each One, Win O ne” program in 
their efforts to organize 10 new d is
tricts by 2001.

“ W e are  p r a y in g  fo r  6 0 0  new  
churches and 20,000 new members by 
the first year o f  the new millennium,” 
said Estep.

The conference served as a prelimi
n ary  to the k ic k -o f f  o f  the p la n n ed  
Thrust to Calcutta in 1995.

MVNC to Offer M.A. Degree
A new master o f  arts degree in educa
t ion  w as  r e c e n t ly  a p p r o v e d  by the 
M o u n t  V e rn o n  N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e  
Board of  Trustees, according to Presi
dent E. LeBron Fairbanks.

A p p ro v a l  is sti l l  r e q u i r e d  by the 
Ohio Board of Regents who wi]J visit 
the cam pus this spring. The co l lege  
hopes to accept students into the new 
program for the 1995-96 school year.

The 36-hour graduate program will 
seek to p repare  s tudents  “ to resolve 
instructional and curricular problems 
that they confron t in their  particu lar  
e d u c a t io n a l  s e t t in g s ,” ac c o rd in g  to 
Doris Webb, director o f  college re la
tions. The degree includes 9 hours o f  
core courses, 15 hours o f  curriculum

and instruction specialization, 6 hours 
o f  special topic courses, and a 6-hour 
research design and a research project 
selected by the student.

Enrollment for the program will be 
limited. The degree will be supported 
by n in e  p r o f e s s o r s  w i th  d o c to ra l  
degrees in education and related fields.

Nazarene Israel Tour Open
Space is still available for the “Sunday 
S c h o o l  in I s r a e l ” to u r  o f  the  H oly  
Land, according to Randy Cloud, Adult 
Ministries director. The 1 1-day tour of 
Israel and optional 5-day tour o f  the 
Greek Isles is scheduled for May 21—  
June 5, 1995.

Cloud said the tour will include most 
o f  the m a jo r  b ib lica l  s ites in Israel. 
“W e will sail on the Sea o f  Gali lee , 
ride to the top of Masada, climb among 
3 ,000 -year-o ld  a rchaeo log ica l  ruins, 
and step into the em pty  tom b o f  our 
risen Lord,” said Cloud.

W ilbur G lenn W illiams, W esleyan 
archaeologist and veteran of  70 Israel 
trips, will guide the Nazarene tour. The 
trip is designed to coincide with future 
Sunday School lessons.

U.S. tourism to Israel has recently 
in c r e a s e d  c o m p a r e d  to  last  y e a r ,  
a c c o rd in g  to the I srael  M in is try  o f  
Tourism. The Israeli governm ent has 
declared the Hebrew year 5755 (Fall 
1994 to Fall 1995) as the Year of Peace 
Tourism.

For more information, write: Sunday 
School in Israel, Adult Ministries, 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131; or 
call, 816-333-7000, ext. 2364.

Nazarene News Computer 
Bulletin Board System 

816-523-6016 

Nazarene News 
Weekly Summary 
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Email 
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N a zar en e  T heo lo gical  S e m in a r y  F o cuses  on S p ir it u a l  R enew al

New Professors of Spiritual 
Formation Inducted
E. Dee Freeborn and Morris A. Weigelt 
were officially inducted to new assign
ments as professors of spiritual forma
tion at Nazarene Theological Seminary 
Nov. 22. The formal ceremony in the 
NTS chapel included brief addresses by 
bo th  F re e b o rn  and  W e ig e l t  w ith  
responses from the faculty and student 
body.

The two men have taught courses in 
spiritual fo rm a tion  at NTS for more 
than a decade. The induction marked 
the formal creation of  spiritual forma
tion professorships at NTS.

"This is a most significant day in the 
life o f  N azarene  T h eo lo g ica l  S e m i
n a ry ,"  sa id  N TS P re s id e n t  G o rd o n  
W e tm o r e .  " T h e y  ( F r e e b o r n  and  
Weigelt) have become a leading leaven 
in the development o f  the NTS curricu
lum around  spiritual fo rm ation .  In a 
sense, they have set a course for the 
coming years in good process develop
ment around the highest ideals of theo
logical education, infused and em pow
ered by spirituality in the life o f  God 
among us.”

Freeborn is the author o f  the book 
W hen You Pray  and a coauthor (with 
Weigelt. Janine Tartaglia, and Wesley 
Tracy) of  the book The U pward Call. 
Weigelt was the editor for the reissue 
o f  H. O r to n  W i l e y ' s  E p is tle  to the  
Hebrews.

W e ig e l t  and  F reebo rn  each  write 
columns on the spiritual life in the H er
ald o f  Holiness.

New Series Examines Worship
Jam es F. White, professor o f  Christian 

worship at the Univer
s i ty  o f  N o t re  D am e ,  
was the featured speak
er recently at the first 
D a r d e n  L e c tu r e s  on 
P ra c t i c s  at N a z a re n e  
Theological Seminary. 
The series is sponsored 

by the estate o f  Fronia M. Darden of 
Enid, Okla.

White chose his lecture topics from 
am ong the most popular  o f  his w rit
ings.  T he  fo u r  p r e s e n ta t io n s  w ere: 
"W orship and Evangelism,” “Worship 
and Social Justice," “Worship and Its 
Environm ent,” and “Worship and the 
Christian Sacraments.”

In his opening address, White spoke 
to the g ro w in g  tens ion  be tw een  the 
Church Growth movement and propo
nents  o f  trad i t ional w orsh ip .  “ Some 
have even stated that ‘tradition is the 
enem y, '” said White.

“The in s t inc t  to w e lcom e the u n 
churched in [to worship] is something I 
welcome. There are a lot o f  churches 
who have tried and succeeded at com 
bining both [approaches]. I think there 
are merits on both sides.”

In another presentation. White iden

tified the need for social justice in wor
ship as “basic Chris t ian ity .” He said 
compassion is an essential part o f  the 
gospe l .  W hite  ch a l le n g ed  C hris t ian  
leaders to examine roles, words, and 
actions in worship to determine how 
they might leave out some members of 
society.

The author o f  16 books. White was 
named by Christian Century among the 
100 most influential people in Ameri
can religion.

Chapman Chapel Dedicated
Persons packed the NTS chapel Dec. 7 
to dedicate it in honor of the late J. B. 
C h ap m an .  The fo rm er  ed i to r  o f  the 
H erald o f  H oliness and general super
in tendent was a leader  am ong  those 
who originally proposed a central grad
uate school of ministry for the Church 
o f  the N a z a re n e .  C h a p m a n  d ie d  in 
1947, tw o  years  a f te r  the sem ina ry  
opened in Kansas City.

Mendell Taylor, an original member 
of the NTS faculty and academic dean 
from 1952 until 1970, was the guest 
speaker for the chapel dedication. Sev
eral o the r  o rig ina l  facu lty  m em bers  
were present.

During the service, NTS President 
Gordon Wetmore presented a plaque to 
Gloria Willingham, granddaughter of 
J. B. and Maud Chapman. Willingham 
was joined by a number of the descen
dants o f  Chapman for the event.

Paul Bassett (r.) presents a charge to newly inducted professors of 
spiritual formation (I. to r.) Morris W eigelt and Dee Freeborn in the 
NTS chapel. Also pictured are NTS President Gordon Wetmore and 
Jesse Middendorf, chairman of the NTS Board of Regents.

Family members of the late J. B. Chapman are joined by NTS Presi
dent Gordon Wetmore and the Board of General Superintendents 
following the dedication of the NTS chapel in memory of the late 
general superintendent.
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1994 Joplin District ordinand class (I. to r.): General Superinten
dent John A. Knight, Rev. Joel and Norma Dunn, Rev. Jackie and 
Judy Wood, Rev. Rick and Lenita Copple, Rev. Craig and Linda 
Hunnel, and District Superintendent Pal L. Wright.

1994 Washington District ordinand class (I. to r.): District Superin
tendent Jerry D. Porter, Rev. and Mrs. Daniel S. Cramer, Rev. and 
Mrs. George J. Green, Rev. and Mrs. Clyde N. Osterhout, Rev. and 
Mrs. Oliver R. Phillips, Rev. and Mrs. Gregorio Chaux, Rev. and 
Mrs. Mikel L. Cheek, Rev. and Mrs. David A. Tharp, Rev. and Mrs. 
James P. Corbin, and General Superintendent Donald D. Owens.

Nazarene Telenews Service 
816-333-8270

1994 Kansas District ordinand class (I. to r.): General Superintendent 
Jerald D. Johnson, Rev. and Mrs. Jerry Townley, Rev. and Mrs. Rick L. 
Brown, Rev. and Mrs. Elisha Verge Sr., and District Superintendent 
Edmond P. Nash.

SPONSORED BY NAZARENE ADULT MINISTRIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ISRAEL
Have you ever wondered what the Bible lands really look like? Have you opened the 
Scriptures and wished you had personal knowledge of the biblical setting? Have you ever 
wished you could walk where Abraham, David, Isaiah, and Jesus walked?
Nazarene Adult Ministries is sponsoring its second Sunday School in Israel trip. May 
22—June l, 1995. And there is room fo r  you on this once-in-a-lifetime journey!
Tailored specifically to our upcoming Nazarene adult Sunday School lessons, this tour will 
explore all the major biblical sites in Israel including Mount Carmel, Nazareth, the Sea of 
Galilee, the Jordan River. Jericho, Bethlehem, the Mount of Olives, and of course the 
ancient, holy city of Jerusalem. You will sail on the Sea of Galilee, have opportunity to 
be baptized in the Jordan River, float in the Dead Sea, ride to the top of Masada, climb 
among archaeological ruins over 3,000 years old, and step into the empty tomb of our 
risen Lord! You will never be the same after your journey to the Holy Land.
Our tour guides will be our very own adult Sunday School writers, veterans of many trips to Israel, including: Dr. Wilbur 
Glenn Williams, professor of archaeology at Indiana Wesleyan University; Dr. Roger Hahn, professor of New Testament at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary; and Dr. Joseph Coleson, professor of Old Testament beginning next fall at NTS. Adult 
Ministries staff will accompany the trip as your tour hosts.
Our trip will conclude with a day in the city of Athens, where you can view the Acropolis and Mars Hill, where Paul 
delivered his “To the Unknown God" sermon.
Travel with friends in the safety and comfort of a tour designed specifically for people like you.

May 22— June 1 ,1995 ♦ 11-day trip to the Holy Land  
June 1-5, 1995 ♦ 5-day optional Greek Islands Cruise to the cities o f  Paul

FOR MORE COMPLETE ITINERARY, PRICES, A N D  REGISTRATION INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Sunday School in Israel • Randy C loud • 6401 The Paseo • Kansas City, MO 64131 • 816-333-7000, ext. 2364

S u n d a y  S c h o o l in Is ra e l g ro u p  in fro n t  
o f th e  D o m e  o f th e  R o c k  in J e ru s a le m .
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WHAT MEN NEED MOST
by C. Neil Strait, superintendent, 

Michigan District, Church o f the Nazarene

T
he psalm ist asked, “W hat 
is man that you are m ind
ful of him, the son of man 
th a t you ca re  fo r h im ? ” 
(P sa lm  8 :4 , n i v ) .  T h is  
question has burst on the 
Am erican agenda. Scores 
o f books probe the masculine ques

tions. The literature ranges all the 
way from  the w arrio r m ale, w ith 
co n q u est and d o m in a tio n  on his 
m ind, to the C hristian m ale, with 
com m itm ent and su rrender at his 
center.

The masculine literature reveals a 
sea rch  fo r id e n tity , a q u e s t fo r 
m eaning, and a need to deal with 
failure and disappoin tm ents. Sam 
Keen writes that “the m ost central 
source of m en’s alienation [is] the 
absence of a sense of abiding mean
ing.”1

The vacuum in the heart and soul 
o f  m en sparks the secu la r m an ’s 
search for identity, a cause, som e
th ing  around  w hich  he can w rap 
m eaning. Jam es Levine gave con
text to this search when he wrote: 
“B uffeted by the w om en’s m ove
m ent, constrained by a traditional 
and internationalized definition of 
‘m ascu lin ity ,’ m en lite ra lly  d o n ’t 
know  who they are, w hat w om en 
want from them, or even what they 
want from themselves.”2 

Someone wrote that “at no time 
in history have there been so many 
men looking for new roles, new atti
tudes, and new  w ays o f b e in g .”3 
Keen writes, “At no time in recent 
h isto ry  have there been so m any 
restless, questioning m en.”4

There is a th irst at the heart of 
men that keeps them  on the quest 
for meaning, identification, and re
lationship— all the things that life 
needs for fulfillment. Aaron R. Kip- 
nis, writing in To Be a Man, affirms,

“Something is stirring in the hearts 
o f men. W e’re beginning to come 
up hard against many painful lim ita
t io n s  in o u r t r a d i t io n a l  ro le  
m odels.”5 

The purpose o f this article is to 
help bring God into the m asculine 
vacuum . To offer the hope o f the 
gospel to those in search for m ean
ing and relationship. The one ingre
dient conspicuous by its absence on 
the m asculine sm orgasbord is the 
hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

J e s u s  t r u m p s  a l l  t h e

S E C U L A R  A R C H E T Y P E S .  

H E ’S  A  M IG H T Y  R IN G  

A N D  W A R R IO R , A  L E A D E R  

O F M E N  A N D  T H E IR  SA V IO R , 

A  W IL D  M A N  W IT H  

R E D E E M IN G  P U R P O S E -  

A N D  A B S O L U T E L Y  T H E  

B E S T  B U D D Y  A  G U Y  

CO U LD  E V E R  H A V E .

Where to find what is a question 
in the m en’s movement. “W hat is it 
w e’re trying to find?” Keen affirms, 
“Today the question that is the yeast 
in the social dough is: W hat do men 
want?”6

“Is there hope?” is the real ques
tion. Our task, in the Christian com 
m unity, is to share the gospel as 
G o d ’s an sw er to the fu tility  and

em p tin ess  o f co n tem p o rary  m en. 
T he B ib le  an sw ers  the q u es tio n , 
“W hat to find?” and it is Jesus— Je
sus as Lord. Randy Phillips is bold 
to  w rite  th a t “T o d ay ’s A m erican  
m en are looking for answ ers, and 
they are looking to Jesus to provide 
them .”7

The m asculine quest and qu ag 
mire points out the need for a Sav
ior— Someone to salvage life, give 
it meaning, and set its potential in a 
biblical cause. Sam Keen sees this 
as well as anyone, when he writes: 

The problem  o f m anhood and 
the consequent tragedy of history, 
from the Judeo-Christian perspec
tiv e , is th a t m en  m is id e n tify  
themselves. They act out the dra
ma o f their lives before the audi
en c e  o f  th e ir  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  
rather than before the all-know 
ing and  m e rc ifu l eye  o f  G od . 
They get mired in the limited per
spective o f their im m ediate d e
sires ra ther than seek harm ony 
with the will of God.8 
That our need is a religious one—  

maybe God?— is even mentioned by 
no o ther than C arl Jung  w hen he 
w rote, “ I have treated  m any hu n 
dreds o f patients . . . Among (those) 
in the second half of life— that is to 
say over 35— there has not been one 
whose problem in the last resort was 
not that of finding a religious out
look on life.”9

M en need to find p rin c ip les  to 
live by. Stephen R. Covey, in First 
Things First, states, “The power of 
principles is that they’re universal, 
tim eless tru ths. If  we understand  
and live our lives based on princi
ples, we can quickly adapt; we can 
apply them anywhere.”10

The agenda o f se lf  and secu lar 
philosophies are too pow erful for 
any male to conquer alone. “People 
Need the Lord” is the title of a con
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Comstock

A M AN IS NOT A
HUM AN HAVING A  

SPIRITUAL 
EXPERIENCE;

HE IS A  SPIRITUAL 
BEING HAVING A  

HUM AN  
EXPERIENCE.

temporary song, and it is true. Char
lie  L it t le jo h n  w ro te : “ H e a lin g  
comes only through Jesus the Son, 
not through a better understanding 
of self, self-discovery, or self-actu
aliza tion . O nly as a m an ‘su rren 
ders’ his manhood completely to the 
Father through the Son can he ever 
hope to become truly a ‘m an.’”11

The Factor of Lordship
Every m ale needs the L ordship 

factor in his life to help him  sort 
out. decide on, and live with mascu
line challenges. No man is a match 
for the pressures, failures, and ex
pectations of being male in the 21st 
century. Paul cau tions: “ See to it 
th a t no one  ta k e s  you  c a p tiv e  
through hollow  and deceptive phi
losophy, which depends on human 
tradition and the basic principles of 
th is w orld ra th e r than  on C h ris t” 
(Colossians 2:8, n i v ).

The needed ingredient in a m an’s 
life is Jesus. This is not to simplify 
the complications of the masculine is
sues. But it is to say that Jesus offers 
what no philosophy, no person, no 
program offers. Jesus offers a change, 
a cause, and a formula for meaning. 
Arthur Moen reminds us that in the 
battle for the hearts of men “we will 
have to speak the truth— that God has 
defined who we are. . . . For men to
day, and men of tomorrow, it is God 
or the new gods.”12

We are adm onished to “ in your 
hearts set apart Christ as Lord” (1 
Peter 3:15, n i v ) . What Jesus desires 
is to be Lord o f life, to sit on the 
throne of a m an’s heart, to serve as 
Commander in Chief. For where He 
is Lord, there the issues of life are 
resolved under His care and counsel.

Turning to Jesus is not a pragmat
ic cop-out. E. Stanley Jones wrote: 
“W hen C hrist made you and men 
and the universe, He stamped within 
us a way— a way to live. His way. 
A nd if  we live acco rd ing  to that 
way, we live; if we live some other 
way, we perish.”13

W herever a man is on the m ascu
line journey, he needs G od’s help. 
The issues are too complex and the 
tem ptations too overw helm ing  to 
live without God. The call coming 
into focus is: “Let us examine our 
ways and test them, and let us return 
to the L o r d ”  (L am entations 3:40, 
n i v ) .  Steve Rabey, exam ining the 
Promise Keepers m ovement, states 
that “ it is sp read ing  the m essage 
th a t m en m ust get serio u s abou t 
their spiritual development and their 
roles as husbands, fathers, and sons 
of God.”14

Three Aspects of Lordship
Lordship beckons us to consider 

three factors:
I. Man needs spiritual direction. 

Jesus, as Lord, can give direction to

all areas of life. Because He is Cre
ator, He knows all its potential and 
problems. His counsel, then, is not 
only good for the spiritual part, but 
His truth, com m andm ents, and di
rections benefit every area of life. E. 
Stanley Jones reminds us that “what 
Christ commands, human nature de
m ands.” 15 Robert S tackel sum m a
rizes that “there is no aspect of our 
life, how ever big or sm all, that is 
not related to the will and pleasure 
of our king [Lord].”16

2. Jesus, as Lord, gives authority 
to the plans, passions, and pursuits 
o f  life. A man is not a human having 
a spiritual experience; he is a spiri
tual being having a human experi
ence. As a spiritual being, a m an 
needs Jesus as Lord— to guide his 
plans, to bring discipline and con
trol to his passions, and to empower 
his pursuits. In their book A Man 
and His Loves, Ray and Anne Ort- 
lund  ex p ress  L o rd sh ip  w ith  th is 
analogy:

W hat happens to a m an who 
loves God? In times of temptation 
he hears G od’s love say to him, “I 
w on’t let you.” And the man be
lieves that and stands tall.

The law condemns us because 
we break  it. G o d ’s love bu ilds 
strength into us so that we w on’t 
break it.17

continued on page 25
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The Masculine Journey: Adam
by Mark Graham

E dito r’s note: O f the dozens o f hooks 
previewed fo r  this feature on men's is
sues, The M ascu line Journey  by 
Robert Hicks was deemed the best. 
The following is a summary o f Hicks's 
book.

E
ach man's life is a journey— 
an eventful pilgrimage that 
progresses through six stages 
of life. At least, that's God’s 
ideal, according to educator- 
counselor Robert Hicks in 
his book The M ascu line  
Journey  (N avPress, 1993). H icks 

finds the foundation for these stages 
in six Hebrew terms in the Old Testa
ment.

The Hebrew words 
and their representative 
phases are: a dam, cre
a tional male; zakar, 
phallic male; gibbor, 
warrior; enosh, wound
ed male; ish, the ma
ture man; and zaken, 
sage.

Adam, the generic 
term for “hum anity" 
in the Old Testament, 
is the only stage that 
Hicks believes applies 
to both sexes.

God said , “ Let us m ake man 
[adam] in our image. . . . And God 
created man [adam] in his own im
age, in the image of God he created 
him ; m ale and fem ale he created  
them” (Genesis 1:26-27, n i v ).

Adam  applies to humankind at its 
most basic level. Hicks says it has 
four aspects. First of all. man is creat
ed for relationship. For man to prop
erly progress through the other stages 
of his life, he must begin with a rela
tionship with God. "Without accept
ing the creaturely realities of being 
made by and for our heavenly Father, 
we cannot be the men we should be," 
says Hicks (35).

Beyond this, we are created with 
dignity. We have worth simply by the

fact that we are created in the “image 
of God.” This dignity is not a product 
of our perform ance, but a result of 
our birth.

Adam also speaks to man’s mortali
ty. Although we avoid the subject or 
spend time trying to hide the fact that 
our bodies are aging, it is certain that 
we will die. This points to our inabili
ty to control our own destiny. We can
not add to our life. We are dependent 
on God for each breath.

The fourth characteristic of adam 
re la tes to our fa llen n ess  and our 
propensity for doing evil. Hicks bor
rows anthropologist Margaret Mead's 
term “noble savage" to describe this. 
If modem man is so civilized, why do

we see such violence in Bosnia, So
malia, and even the Holy Land? The 
explanation for this is found in the 
fall of man. Mankind still longs for 
that princely role that God proffered 
upon him in the Garden, but his own 
passions and addictions keep him 
from regaining his crown. Hicks says 
that this aspect of man's being should 
be a rem inder to us that man— be
cause of his fallenness— is capable of 
becoming a monster.

The second stage On the journey is 
that of the phallic man. Zakar refers 
specifically to man as a sexual being. 
Sexuality is not a negative thing; after 
all, God himself created the sex drive 
in both man and woman. The problem 
arises when man becomes fixated on

the phallic  stage of developm ent. 
Sexual energy must be focused in ap
propriate channels; otherwise, it be
comes a destructive force.

Hicks cites Samson as an example 
of a typical man who allows his phal
lic interests to dominate his life. What 
happens to Samson because of his in
ability to control his libido holds a 
w arning for a society  that spends 
much of its time fixated on sex.

The third stage is the gibbor  or 
warrior. Ever wonder why little boys 
enjoy playing with Power Rangers or 
GI Joe? Hicks says this is a reflection 
of the w arrior nature that God im
planted within man. Hicks says that it 
is sad that this part of man's nature 

has been denigrated  
by society. It is not a 
sham eful thing for a 
man to be a warrior, 
fo r it is the g ib b o r  
within that pushes him 
to succeed  in his 
home or business, that 
causes him to fight for 
the values and beliefs 
that he holds dear.

H icks no tes that 
God himself is a war
rior. “There is none 
like T hee , O  L o r d ; 

Thou art great, and great is Thy name 
in might (gibbor)" (Jeremiah 10:6, 
n a s b ) . God shows His power as a 
warrior when He goes to battle for Is
rael throughout its history and. most 
notably, in the events related to the 
Exodus. In particular, Hicks notes 
that it is by G od’s w arrior strength 
that He saves mankind (Psalm 54:1-4; 
20:6 ).

But gibbor also has spiritual con
notations. according to Hicks. Real 
warrior strength “ lies in such things 
as repentance, resting in one’s salva
tion, and in the quiet trust in God 
(Isaiah 20:15)" (86). The true warrior 
is aware of the source of his strength. 
His trust must be in God if he is to 
find ultimate success.

I t  is  n o t  a  s h a m e f u l  t h i n g  f o r  a  m a n  t o  b e
A  WARRIOR, FOR IT IS THE GIBBOR WITHIN THAT 

PUSHES HIM TO SUCCEED IN HIS HOME OR BUSINESS, 
THAT CAUSES HIM TO FIGHT FOR THE VALUES AND  

BELIEFS THAT HE HOLDS DEAR.
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to Zaken
David is the example of the ulti

mate warrior. He prevails through the 
power of God and overcomes his ene
mies. Yet, he is not allowed to do that 
which he most wants to do— build 
God’s temple. Hicks notes that there 
is something about the person given 
to warring that disqualifies him for 
certain types of spiritual service.

The fourth stage in our journey is 
that of the wounded m ale— enosh. 
“T his w ord d esc rib es  m an in his 
weakness, in his frailty, and in his 
woundedness . . .  the wounded war
rior . . . the wounded m ale ,” says 
Hicks (25). He is the man whose par
ents divorce, who loses his job or his 
spouse, who is caught in the addic
tions of drugs, drink, or sex. He is the 
man who has been damaged through 
any number of life experiences.

Job is the epitome of the wounded 
male. He loses everything— posses
sions, family, and health— everything 
except God. Yet God is there to re
store him.

Hicks suggests that woundedness 
is a natural part of life’s experience. It 
is to be expected in a fallen world. 
But w oundedness does not m ean 
checkm ate. W oundedness “may be 
the entry point for new wisdom and 
power; it may be the voice of God. 
Now we need to figure out what it 
means and how to move toward heal
ing in order to keep you on the mas
culine journey” (108).

From the lessons learned in the ear
lier stages of life, especially  from 
one’s being wounded, man moves on 
to the level of ish, a word that simply 
means a man o f something. Ish repre
sents the mature male— a man who is 
known by his attributes, such as brav
ery (1 Samuel 4:9), kindness (Proverbs 
11:17), peacefulness (Psalm 37:37), 
and trustworthiness (Exodus 18:21).

Ish is also used to refer to a man's 
occupation or social position and is 
used more often than any other term 
to convey the title  “man o f G o d ” 
(124). The mature man “knows who

he is and what his attributes are and 
how they define him. In other words, 
he has stopped trying to be the man 
others want him to be” (124).

The ish man is not an island. He is 
a man of relationships, a man who 
has learned from his wounding what 
is gold and what is brass. “He can be
gin to listen to the voice of God more 
clearly, and to the leanings of his own 
conscience and values . . .  he is no 
longer afraid to do what he wants to 
do or what he really thinks God wants 
him to do” (26-27).

Just a step beyond the ish stage is 
that of the zaken— the Hebrew word 
for elder— the wise sage. Literally, 
the word means “gray-headed.” Hicks 
laments the fact that many of the wise 
elders of our day are living isolated 
lives in nursing homes or retirement 
villages. “The biblical image sees this 
man connected to all of life and mak
ing his finest and most important con
tribution to the community and cul
ture. He is the one who sits at the 
political, civic, and religious centers 
of the society making his most signif
icant contribution” (27).

Not all men make it to the stage of 
zaken, but it represents G od’s ideal 
destination for us on our life journey.

A m an ’s stag es, acco rd ing  to 
H icks, generally  correspond with 
chronological age, although the peri
ods are not hard and fast. One may 
find himself both wounded and a war
rior. Certainly, a man’s sex drive may 
play a role in his life long after he has 
passed middle age.

Regardless of the stage, faith in 
God is a key to finding fulfillment in 
the life of man, according to Hicks. 
“Each stop on the journey is different 
and consequently calls for a unique 
expression of faith in order to effect 
progress. But faith is faith. We either 
trust Christ for what we are facing or 
we don’t. At every point on the jour
ney, I can be faithful or unfaithful. I 
can be just as unfaithful as a sage as 
in the phallic stage . . .  At every point 
on the journey, I face some unique 
area that demands a new expression 
of faith” (183).

The Masculine Journey by Robert 
H icks is a va ila b le  fro m  N PH , 
(HH089-109-7333, $15.00). *

Tony Stone Images/Dave Madison
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MALE BASHER’S
Don’t launch a career in male bashing

1 . Men commit the vast majority of the acts of 
criminal child abuse reported each year.

True False

2. Most of the children actually murdered each 
year are killed by men.

 True ___ False

3. Most of the children killed by adults are little 
girls.

 True ___ False

4. Husbands physically attack wives about twice 
as often as wives physically attack husbands.

 True ___ False

5. Men are more likely than women to use a dead
ly weapon in an attack on a spouse.

True False

6 . In the average household, when both husband 
and wife work outside the home, women have a 
longer work week when household chores, commut

ing time, and work hours are totaled.

 True ___ False

7. Some 51% of homeless persons in the U.S. are 
women.

True False

8 .  Women have a shorter life expectancy than men.
True False

9. Funding for research and treatment for 
prostate cancer (male disease) is far greater than 
funding for breast cancer (female disease).

True False

10. Though women are now as vulnerable to 
heart attacks as men, sexism is the reason that only 
men have been studied.

True False

1 1 . The suicide rate for women is slightly higher 
than it is for men.

True False
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Artwork by Gary Locke

CHECKLIST
'before taking this fact checker test.

IfI Wi: ' ' 1 ~7 ' S

1 2 . Men spend most of the money in the U.S.
 True  False

1 3 . Achievement tests show that female students 
outperform males in almost every category.

 True  False

1 4 . Given the rapid improvement in women’s athlet
ic achievements, they will soon match or surpass men.

 True  False

15. W hen a man is accused of rape, he is, almost 
without exception, guilty. A woman wouldn’t lie 
about such a thing.

 True  False

1 6 . Government regulations of hiring practices 
specify that the most qualified person be hired re
gardless of gender.

 True  False

1 7 . Women make up 42.5% of the workforce, but 
much less than 42.5% of the management ranks

F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 5

are female.
True False

18. The laws and practices pertaining to sexual 
harassment protect both genders equally.

 True  False

19. About equal numbers of men and women die 
from accidents on the job.

_  True  False

20. Women and men serve similar sentences for 
similar crimes.

 True  False

TO DISCOVER THE 
ANSWERS, PLEASE 
TURN THE PAGE
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I Men commit the vast majority of the acts of 
criminal child abuse reported each year.

I  False
According to recent studies by the American 
Association for Protecting Children (AAPC) 

and the American Humane Association, most acts of crimi
nal child abuse are performed by women. Men commit 
46.7% of such crimes; women, 53.3%.

Of course, more women are involved in child care than 
men. But even given that reality, Indiana University sociolo
gist Suzanne Steinmetz reports that women are 62% more 
likely to attack a child than are men.

ANSWERS Tt
ting, biting, and “beating up" than husbands 

(Canadian Journal o f  Sociology). Of 
course, husbands, being stronger, can in

flict more damage. A study of 562 couples in 
Calgary, Canada, showed that college-educated 

women were almost twice as likely to attack a husband 
than college-educated men are to attack a wife (D. Thomas, 
181). A study of Quaker families (1984) revealed that wife- 
to-husband violence was three times as frequent as husband- 
to-wife violence. Professor R. L. Neely and Gloria Robin- 
son-Simpson, who work for the Norfolk, Virginia, public 
schools, published their findings in Social Work (March 
1988). Their study concluded that during the period of obser
vation, 1.8 million incidents of wife/girlfriend abuse oc
curred, compared to 2.1 million cases of severe husband 
abuse. Why haven’t we heard about these? Men are much 
more reluctant than women to report abuse— and the authori
ties often don’t take their complaints seriously.

Most of the children actually murdered 
each year are killed by men.

False
A study of 556 infant fatalities by the AAPC 
revealed that 55.7% of the perpetrators were 
women. David Thomas, in Not Guilty, the 

Case in Defense o f  Men (209), cites the 1990 report of the 
National Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect, which indicates that during that year, 1,211 children 
were killed by 678 women and 533 men.

3 Most of the children killed by adults are lit
tle girls.

False
Studies show that in the U.S., 53.7% of the 
children killed are little boys. In Britain, be

tween 1980 and 1990, 57% of the children killed were boys. 
David Thomas says that in Britain, a baby is 30 times more 
likely to be murdered than any other citizen. A paper pub
lished in the Monograph o f  the National Center on Child 
Abuse Protection affirmed that the victims of infanticide “are 
typically males, under two years of age . . .  who die at the 

hands of a single mother.” The facts seem to vary radically 
from the ideas gleaned from the popular media.

Husbands physically attack wives about 
twice as often as wives physically attack 
husbands.

False
A study by Brinkerhoff and Lupri (1988) 
showed that American wives did more kicking, slapping, hit-

4.

2. Sffpw Men are more likely than women to use a 
deadly weapon in an attack on a spouse. 

False

* The Canadian study (Brinkerhoff and Lupri)
---------------- showed that among the 562 couples observed,
women were twice as likely to use a knife or gun against a 
spouse. A study by M. McCleod, a British female academic, 
of 6,000 cases of domestic violence reported to police (Jus
tice Quarterly 1, 1984) revealed that 80% of the men studied 
had been attacked with deadly weapons. About 25% of the 
women had been so attacked. Among these 6,000 cases, 55% 
of the women received serious injury; 75% of the men had 
been seriously injured.

6 In the average household, when both hus
band and wife work outside the home, 
women have a longer work week when 

* household chores, commuting time, and
---------------  work hours are totaled.

False
According to the Journal o f  Economic Literature, men work 
61 hours; women, 56. She does more inside the house: cook
ing, cleaning, laundry, etc. He does more outside chores: 

mowing, car washing, painting, etc.

Some 51% of homeless persons in the U.S. 
are women.

False
Studies show that some 15 to 20% of the 

homeless are women. Six percent are children 
or adolescents, 74% are men (Public Affairs Report, Berke

7.
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the M a l e  B a s h e r ’ s C h e c k l is t
ley, Calif., October— December, 1985). A more recent report 
by James D. Wright (Address Unknown: The Homeless in 
America, 1989) reveals that there are three times as many 
homeless single men as there are homeless children, teens, 
and women combined.

Women have a shorter life expectancy than 
men.

False
Women live longer. The gap between the life 
expectancy of men and women has increased 

600% since 1920 when women lived a year longer. Accord
ing to the Monthly Vital Statistics Report for the National 
Center for Health Statistics (August 28, 1991), women lived 
seven years longer by 1990. The life expectancy of White 
women— 79; Black women— 74; White men— 72; Black 
men— 65.

Though women are now as vulnerable to 
heart attacks as men, sexism is the reason 
that only men have been studied.

False
Though heart disease is growing among 

women, men in all age-groups die o f heart attacks in greater 
numbers. Before age 65, men are three times more likely to 
die of heart disease than women. Further, three fourths o f the

women who die of heart attacks are 75 or older. By this time, 
the average man has been dead for three years.

1  The suicide rate for women is slightly high
er than it is for men.

False
® Male suicides far outnumber female suicides.

----------------- Suicide rates are very low until the 10 to 14
age bracket. By that time, boys kill themselves twice as fre
quently as girls do. In their early 20s, the suicide rate for 
men is six times that of women. As the boy grows from early 
childhood to adulthood, the male suicide rate increases 
25,000%. Further, the suicide rate for men over 85 is 1,350% 
higher than for women of that same age-group (Farrell, 31).

Men spend most of the money in the U.S. 
False

The net worth of women who are heads of 
households is 141% more than the net worth 
of male heads of households. Further, accord

ing to American Demographics, January 1992, women dom
inate spending in nearly every category: clothing, food, per
sonal items (cosmetics), and books. Men are about even with 
women in spending for cars and furniture. The typical mall 
gives seven times as much sales floor space to women’s 
items as to men’s. Both sexes spend more for women.

Achievement tests show that female students 
outperform males in almost every category. 

False
For more than 20 years, males have dominated 
in the SAT scores. In 1990, males led in the 

verbal test 434 to 421. In the math scores, they led 500 to 434.

Given the rapid improvement in women’s 
athletic achievements, they will soon match 
or surpass men.

False
Some doctors have made that claim, but it 

seems unlikely in view of the facts. One fact to consider 
when someone makes that remark is this: Amie Bolt, winner 
of the high jump at the 1992 Paralympics, has jumped two 
centimeters higher than the gold medalist in the Barcelona 
women’s high jump. Two centimeters is not much of a mar
gin—until you discover that Amie Bolt has just one leg.

When a man is accused of rape, he is, al
most without exception, guilty. A woman 
wouldn’t lie about such a thing.

False
An Air Force study conducted by Dr. Charles

10.

12.

13.

14.

Funding for research and treatment of pros
tate cancer (male disease) is far greater than 
funding for breast cancer (female disease). 

False
Breast cancer is 14% more likely to kill a 

woman than prostate cancer is to kill a man. Yet the federal 
government provides 660% more funding to fight breast can
cer than prostate cancer. The death-to-funding ratio is 47:1 in 
women’s favor. The gap is even greater for American Black 
males. They have the highest prostate cancer death rate in 
the world (Farrell, 190).
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P. McDowell investigated 556 cases of alleged rape. Some 
27% of the women admitted that they made it all up. Overall, 
60% of the accusations turned out to be false. Two southwest
ern cities came up with the same rate of false rape charges. 
The Washington Post studies of Prince George County, Mary
land, and Fairfax County, Virginia, revealed that the false 
rape charges in those two counties were 30% and 40%.

The radical feminists pound their soapboxes and pro
claim that no woman would lie about being raped. And most 
women wouldn’t, but some do. Tawana Brawley embar
rassed Gov. Cuomo, who declared that he believed her be
cause no woman would lie about being gang-raped. It turned 
out to be a hoax.

Remember Roe vs. Wade, the landmark abortion case? 
The “Jane Roe” was Norma McCorvey, who sought an abor
tion because she had been raped. Fourteen years later, she 
said she lied. She thought the rape charge would gain ap
proval for an abortion.

Kathryn Tucci was mad when her boyfriend dumped 
her. She accused him of rape He was jailed. A year and a 
month later, she admitted she had lied.

When it was discovered that Catharine C. Webb was 
sexually active, she covered up her involvement with her 
boyfriend by accusing Gary Dotson of raping her. He went to 
prison for 12 years even though DNA testing showed that he 
could not have done it. Finally, Webb admitted she had lied.

Warren Farrell, in chapter 14 of The Myth o f  Male 
Power, records many cases in which women lied about rape. 
The reasons included: an excuse for coming in late, explana
tion of teen pregnacies, attempts to get a husband’s attention 
or to test his love, revenge on former boyfriends, method of 
covering up an affair, compensation for feeling shame over 
sexual activity, attempts to show friends that she wasn’t “too 
easy,” and several more. One woman charged the paper boy 
with raping her at gunpoint because, as she later admitted, 
she needed an excuse for being late to work!

But radical feminists do not waste energy sympathiz
ing with men falsely accused of rape. As Catharine Comins, 
assistant dean of students at Vassar College, was quoted in 
Time (June 3,1991): “Men who are unjustly accused of rape 
can sometimes gain from the experience.”

Government regulations of hiring practices 
specify that the most qualified person be hired 
regardless of gender.

False
The Supreme Court has mled that in “most

ly male” vocations, a “less qualified” woman may be hired.

Women make up 42.5% of the workforce, 
but much less than 42.5% of the manage
ment ranks are female.

False
Women fill precisely 42.5% of manage

ment positions. It is true, however, that most top manage
ment jobs are filled by males.

The laws and practices pertaining to sexual 
harassment protect both genders equally. 

False
The reality of practice is that women are 

much better protected from romantic ad
vances, sexual propositions, and dirty jokes than men are 
protected from aggressive sexual behavior of women. For 
example, Cosmopolitan coached its readers about how to im
press male supervisee and coworkers. “Wear body hugging 
styles,. . .  vivid eye make-up, and lipstick. A lush style is a 
sexual signaler. . .  wear a very tight short skirt and very high
heels. Bend over with your back to a man Touch him in
some way, even if it is only to pick off imaginary lint___
Run your fingers over a man’s knuckles. It will send shivers
. . .  Cross and uncross your legs a lot Drop anything as
you pass his desk, then stoop to gather it up. He will help. 
Lean close . . .  put your hand on his shoulder.. . .  Talk sexy 
or at least suggestive” (Feb. 1989). It got worse, but we 
couldn’t print some of the things Cosmo said. Except for the 
2.8% of men who are gay, men everywhere know that such 
behavior should be called sexual harassment— or at least, 
their wives know it is.

About equal numbers of men and women 
die from accidents on the job.

False
According to the Jobs Related Almanac, 

nearly all workers (97%) in the 24 most danger
ous occupations are men. Women have not entered any voca
tion in great numbers until it has been made safe (Farrell, 106).

Women and men serve similar sentences for 
similar crimes.

False
Studies by the Justice Department and 

states such as Washington and North Carolina 
show that, on average, men serve 70% longer sentences than 
women convicted of the same crimes. Psychology Today 
readers rated killing a wife by stabbing as 41% more severe 
than killing a husband by stabbing. ^

----------------
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8th International Laym en’s Cc
The 8 th  In tern a tio n al L aym en’s C onference will be a 

dynam ic mix of w orship  services, w orkshops and an 
exceptional array  of m usic and talent. D iscover how 

to live “A More Excellent Way” in your w orkplace, church, 
com m unity and home. Come m eet and greet friends, new and 
old. Enjoy the  refreshing Florida clim ate. Take advantage of 
the  unique hotel accom m odations and the  “wonderful world 
of Disney” at our doorstep . This special event, designed just 
for laymen like you, will leave you revitalized in body, mind 
and spirit!

Mr. B ob Vernon  is th e  nationally-know n re tired  a ss is tan t 
Chief of Police of the  Los Angeles Police D epartm ent. He is 
the au thor of LA. Cop and The Married Man. While on the  L.A. 
police force, he directed the  planning group tha t im plem ented 
DARE. A godly m an with a powerful m essage.

Dr. J a m es  E. M assey, Dean of th e  School of T heology  of 
A nderson College, has been honored  by invitations to  d istin 
guished pulpits and lecterns not only in Am erica but also in 
England, Europe, Australia, and Japan. A powerful com m uni
cator, known as the  “Dean of Preaching”

Joan n e W allace  is a best-selling author, m edia personality, 
sem inar speaker, form er corporation  president, m other, and 
grandmother. Joanne has hosted  her own television program, 
appeared  on Dr. Jam es Dobson’s “Focus on the  Family” and 
has a standing invitation to  “100 Huntley S treet’-’ in Canada.

L a rn e lle  H a rr is ,  five-tim e Gramm 
winner, Larnelle Harris, is acclaim ed a 
“one of th e  m ost exciting voices in gospe 
m usic.” Larnelle has garnered  a host o 
in d u s try  aw ard s including  nine Gospe 
Music A ssociation Dove Awards.

D a m a ris  C a rb a u g h , m em ber of thi 
Brooklyn T abernacle Singers. She has ; 
beautiful voice and w onderful testimony 

The L yo n s, N azarene m usical tean 
who have perform ed with som e of gospe 
m u sic ’s g re a te s t befo re  re leasin g  thei 
own album s and singing in internatione 
co n cert tours.

Outstanding Speakers

Rev. B ob Dugan, since 1978, has led the  National Association 
of Evangelicals Office of Public Affairs. Among his du ties as 
a w orkm an, w atchm an, and  w itness he regularly  ed its  th e  
“NAE Washington Insight”, and serves as m edia spokesperson 
for evangelicals.

Dr. Ja m es H. Diehl, our own General Superin tendent, will 
address our conference in the closing Sunday morning service. 
Form er p asto r and District Superin tendent, Dr. Diehl’s engag
ing spirit and effective preaching will bring a fitting conclusion 
to  our uplifting week.

Inspirational MusicDr. Ravi Z ach arias  was born in India and reared in a long line 
of Hindu priests. Now he is a dynam ic, sought-after speaker 
around the world. His writing has been com pared to  C. S. Lewis. 
Chuck Colson says, “He p resen ts...[a ] defense of the  Christian 
faith tha t is powerful and com pelling.”



ference ^ A J V I o f ^ e  Ex c e lle n t  W a y

Kelly Reisen, nationally acclaim ed Nazarene recording artist. 
M arty K auffm an  is one of our ch u rch ’s m ost ta len ted  and 

most loved singers.
i Our m usic program  will a lso  featu re a varie ty  of m usical 
1; presentations each day, coordinated by Dan and Brenda Dunlop, 
! and David and Dana Blue. Featured specials include:

• Ovid Young on th e  Rodgers organ
• Don Reddick, conference pianist
• Mark Reighard, renow n piano a rtis t and hum orist
• The Burchfields band
• Louis Williams on trum pet
• The Trevecca Jazz Ensem ble
• 250-voice com bined choir
• ILC o rch estra
• m ultim edia and d ram a p resen ta tions
• en thusiastic  congregational singing

New for Your Children!
S teve  P en n in g to n  is recognized for his 

special ability to  com m unicate to  children. 
He has perform ed his Pro-Kids program  in 
thousands of churches and schools. His list 
of cred its includes the  O pryland Kids Club 
Show in Nashville, T im othy T urnbuck le’s 
Traveling Time M achine at B ranson’s Silver 
Dollar City, and an award-winning netw ork 
te lev ision  p rom otion  featu ring  Snow bird 
and a cast of puppet characters.

Your children will enjoy Steve’s m inistry 
in their own w orship  area each day while 
you partic ipa te  in your own m orning and 
evening w orsh ip  sessions. C hildren 5-12 
are welcom e (additional care provided for 
3’s and 4’s). R egistration for th is special 
ch ild ren’s program  is $50 per child for the 
entire conference. Advance registration  is 
required.



Conference Notes
•  Our conference hotel is the luxurious Disney World Dolphin, 

a world-class facility located in the Epcot Center resort area. 
All meeting and sleeping space is under one roof. You will be 
only a tram ride away from Epcot and the Magic Kingdom, or 
a Friendship Water Launch ride from the Disney Theme Park, 
or a short drive to Central Florida’s many attractions. Great 
for your family vacation. The excellent hotel rates are:

$92+tax single or double
$115+tax triple 
$125+tax quad

An additional conference fee of $75/person is required with 
your registration form.

•  Registration begins Wednesday, July 5, at 12:00 noon. Our first 
session  will begin that evening at 7:00pm. There will be morn
ing and evening session s each day. Afternoons are free to  
enjoy the many Orlando area attractions. We will conclude 
our conference after the morning service on Sunday, July 9.

•  Recreational vehicles are welcome, as are local residents in the 
Central Florida area. Day or single session  registration is avail
able. Space is limited so  all registration inquiries must be in 
advance.

•  American Airlines offers discounted fares; call our travel agent, 
All About Travel, at 1-800-544-3019. Transportation from the 
airport to the Dolphin Hotel will be available for a modest cost.

•  Full schedule of workshops including: Carolyn Lunn, “When 
Life is in C haos”; Dr. John and D oris Dickey, “B ecom ing  
Exceptional”; Bob Vernon, “Marriage Enrichment”; Alan and 
Nancy Nelson,’’Giving Power for W itnessing”; Ken Marchant 
and Charles Davis, “ Political Involvement,” and more.

•  Special luncheons will be offered for alumni from each of our 
Nazarene colleges

•  Preconference Work and Witness type project, “Orlando Project 
‘95.” For more information contact (913) 764-5690

8th International Laymen’s 
Conference Committee Members
Bettie Woodcook, Chairperson and ENC Region 
Ken Seale, Canada Region 
Vernon Lunn, MANC Region 
David Granger, MVNC Region 
Debbie Weisen, NNC Region 
Dale Spencer, ONU Region 
Dick Willis, PLNC Region 
Ken Marchant, SNU Region 
Mark Greathouse, TNC Region 
Ron Mercer, Past Chairman

The International Laymen’s Conference is sponsored by Sunday School Ministries, Church of the Nazarene, Dr. Talmadge Johnson, Director. ILC occurs 
every four years and is designed specifically for the nurture, enjoyment and inspiration of Nazarene laymen. For further information write o r call: 

Sunday School Ministries, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131 (816) 333-7000 ext. 2341.

Registration for the 8th International Laymen’s Conference 
Disney World Dolphin  •  Lake Buena Vista, Florida

(Please Print)  

Date:

Mr/Mrs/Miss:

Mr/Mrs/Miss:

Address:

District:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: (

First name desired on your namebadge(s):

Age Group(s):  Under 25

41 to 55

. 26 to 40 

Over 55

O  I/we will have children attending the children’s 

programs.* Their ages are: ______________________

Conference Fee: Since our conference has limited space, the 
conference fee is required in advance 

Number of Adults:

*Number of Children: 

Total Registration Fee

x  $75 = 

X $50 =

Payment Method: (check one)
□  I have enclosed a check. (Please make checks payable 

to: International Laymen’s Conference)
□  Please charge my/our registration fee to the credit card 

number indicated: O  Visa C"J MasterCard
Number Exp. Date

Hotel information: will be sent after this form is received. Those 
attending the conference but not staying in the hotel should mail 
this form with their payment and mark the appropriate box(es).

□  I will be attending the conference but will not be stay
ing in the Dolphin Hotel.

□  I would be interested in receiving information about 
parking a recreational vehicle at the conference.

Mail to: International Laymen’s Conference
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131



Six Streams
Diverse emphases within the Christian men’s movemen
► 1. Men- s Liberation. 
This part of the movement 
flows from the secular 
men’s sensitivity move
ment of the seventies. It en
courages men to develop 
their own “feminine” quali
ties, such as sensitivity and 
nurturing.
► 2. Coaching Models. 
Since sports is perhaps the 
major hub of masculine 
culture in the United States, 
it has provided a common 
language for many diver
gent “coaches of men” to 
proclaim their message.
The closest thing to a 
Protestant men’s move
ment is the “Promise Keep
ers” organization.

► 3. Healing. Gordon 
Dalbey, author of Healing 
the Masculine Soul, em
phasizes that through heal
ing, and particularly heal
ing prayer, the Father God 
will heal men [from the 
“father wound”].
► 4. Fathering. While 
Dalbey addresses the need 
for sons to be healed, Ken 
Canfield, of the National 
Center for Fathering, 
moves toward fathers and 
their needs.
► 5. Male Sexuality. 
Leanne Payne, author of 
The Broken Image, Healing 
the Homosexual, and Crisis 
in Masculinity, applies

principles of healing prayer 
to the problem of male sex
ual preference.
► 6. Marriage Advo
cates. Gary Smalley and 
John Trent, authors of sev
eral Christian books, come 
to the men’s movement as 
marriage advocates; their 
focus is more toward sav
ing marriages than saving 
men.

— Rick Koepcke and 
E. James Wilder, 
Christian counselors, 
Thousand Oaks, 
California

Leadership.  Summer 1994. Used 
by permission.

WHAT MEN NEED MOST
continued fr o m  p a g e  1 7

The question  o f the m ascu line  
movement is a question of power. In 
The W arrior W ith in , the au th o rs  
state, “ T he rea l issu e  is how  to 
steward [power], and how to chan
nel our other instincts along with it 
(power) into life-giving and world- 
building activities.” 18 Jesus, as Lord, 
brings spiritual power to life, which 
em pow ers one  fo r p u rp o se  and  
m eaning, w h ile  the se c u la r  m an 
seeks power for selfish gain.

3. Jesus, as Lord, nurtures and  
teaches the heart, out o f  which the 
principles o f  life  are fo rm ed . Pat 
Morley has observed that “we live 
under the tyranny of today’s prob
lem s.” 19 Jesus, as Lord, confronts 
the issu es  o f life  w ith  lig h t and 
truth, bringing authority to the tur
bulence that would destroy us.

C laire C loninger, in W hen G od  
Shines Through, puts this Lordship 
issue in perspective. She writes:

To allow the Light of Christ to 
s ta rt a w ork  o f h o lin e ss  in us 
means that He will begin gradual
ly to separate us from the world 
and its values. Like the sun at the 
center of the universe, He begins 
to draw us into an orbit that re 
volves around Him. With all the 
magnetism of His love, He starts 
lin ing  up our ju m b led  m otives 
and values as a m agnet lines up 
sh red s o f m eta l. A nd as H e is 
drawing us into His own power
ful energy field. He is simultane
ously drawing us away from the 
pow erfu l pull sin once had on 
us.20
W here men answer the Lordship 

question with a “Yes” to Jesus, life 
opens to a new  p o w er— sp iritu a l 
pow er— and to a new k ingdom —  
T he k in g d o m  o f  G od . S uch  r e 
sources equip men to deal with all 
the issues o f m ascu lin ity . N ew s
week, writing about the Jesus of the

Christian m en’s movement, pictures 
Him as:

Not the androgynous Sunday- 
school Jesus. . . . No, this is the 
Jesus [who] . . . trum ps all the 
secular archetypes. H e’s a mighty 
K ing and W arrior, a L eader of 
M en and  th e ir  S av io r, a W ild  
M an w ith  re d eem in g  p u rp o se  
— and absolutely the best buddy a 
guy could ever have.21 
Men in quest of meaning need the 

Lord. Paul’s admonition to a pagan 
world was “that if you confess with 
your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and be
lieve in your heart that God raised 
him  from  the  d ead , you  w ill be 
saved” (Romans 10:9, n i v ) . Jesus is 
still “the way and the truth and the 
life” (John 14:6, n i v ).

Leslie D. Weatherhead wrote:
W hat you need is a personal 

closure with God, who loves you, 
and w ants you m ore th an  you 
have ever wanted Him in the hun
griest moments of your life. That 
is a very old solution of life’s dif
ficulties. It is still the only one 
there i s . . . .

God, the greatest Lover of the 
human soul, leans out of His im
m ensity to say, “My ch ild .” He

waits for as personal a response, 
“ My Lord, my G od .” Then life 
will begin all over again for you.22
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FORGIVE US
ove.

An easy w ord to type. 
Just four letters long. 
M o re  th a n  45  y e a rs  

earlier, Je ff had learned 
to type in a high school 
ty p in g  c la s s .  B u t he  

c o u ld n ’t ty p e  th o se  fo u r le tte rs . 
Too m any m em ories flooded in—  
m e m o rie s  th a t w o u ld n ’t le t th e  
w ords com e out.

J e f f  had  ju s t  flow n  m ore than
2,000 m iles back to his residence 
after saying his final “Good-bye” to 
his mother. A few days earlier, in 
the mournful silence o f the funeral 
hom e, he had said to his sister, “I 
d on’t know if I ’m crying for what 
I ’ve lost or for what I never had.” 

B u t J e f f  k n ew  o n e  th in g . H e 
was angry with his father. As an
gry as he had ever been. Jeff had 
brought hom e from  that sad trip a 
collection o f stories about his fa 
th e r ’s a b u s iv e  tre a tm e n t o f  h is  
m o th er du rin g  her fin a l m onths. 
Those m ental pictures were added 
to  J e f f ’s bag full o f  m em ories o f 
the verbal abuse he had been sub
je c te d  to  b e fo re  h e  le f t  h o m e . 
M em o ries  he  c a re fu lly  g u a rd ed  
like an im portant treasure.

W ith all that baggage, Je ff  sat 
dow n to write his father. His career 
had forced him  to live at som e dis
tance from  his parents. Each week 
he wrote them. It helped m aintain 
contact betw een visits.

T h is  le t te r  w as lik e  all th o se  
that he had sent hom e before, ex 
cept for one thing. A lw ays before, 
th e  s a lu ta t io n  h a d  b e e n  “ D e a r  
F olks.” This one was m ore lim it
e d . It r e a d ,  “ D e a r  D a d .” T h a t  
c a u s e d  th e  te n s io n . W h e n  J e f f  
cam e to the end  o f  the letter, he 
co u ld n ’t reach into that cold, d e 
p ressing , sp irit-d am ag in g  bag  o f 
m em ories and com e out w ith  the

26
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w arm , friend ly  w ord o f  approval 
he had alw ays used at the end o f 
his letters hom e.

Had Jeff been a profane m an, he 
w o u ld  h a v e  u s e d  a f o u r - l e t t e r  
w ord at that point. But he w asn ’t 
profane. Yet, the four-letter w ord 
Jeff needed w ou ldn ’t com e.

Love.
An easy w ord to type. Just four 

letters long. But Jeff co u ld n ’t type 
those four letters— L-O -V-E.

A Father’s Incredible Influence
W hy should  Je ff  have been  so 

troubled? H e ’d had only occasion



OUR FATHERS
al contact with his father for m ore 
than 40 years. H ere Jeff was, near
ly 60 years o f age w ith  a loving 
family and a lifetim e o f ach ieve
m ent, y e t th e  f a th e r  he  h a rd ly  
knew made him  extrem ely  angry.

Fathers are “ love, anger, rage, 
com passion , teach e r, co n fu s io n , 
and strength . . . em otionally  pow 
erful m e n ,” say s R o b ert A c k e r
man. “ In fact,” he continues, “ they 
are the m ost em otionally  pow erful 
men in the lives [o f th e ir  sons]. 
You can  lo v e  y o u r  fa th e r , h a te  
him, or be som ew here in betw een. 
You can  m o v e  aw ay , be a b a n 
doned, ab u sed , o r fo rg o tten , but 
you can n ev er get an ‘em otional 
divorce’ from  your father.” 1

A 78-year-o ld  fa rm er stood  in 
the pulpit o f  a country  church  in 
northeast M issouri one June day. 
With the glint o f tears in the co r
ners o f his eyes, he said, “ 1 say to 
my father who died 50 years ago 
this m onth , ‘T hank  you fo r your 
influence on our fam ily .’”

T h at’s the pow er o f fathers.
But not all fathers are as good, 

nor are all m em ories as positive. 
A m an said to his w ife after they 
had b e e n  m a rr ie d  m an y  y e a rs ,  
“My father used to beat me w ith a 
belt all the tim e.”

The wife kept those w ords h id 
den, either unable or unw illing to 
believe they w ere true. Then one 
day she asked  her m other-in -law  
about them .

“ Y es,” she rep lied , “ his fa ther 
did whip him  with a belt— but on 
ly once. He w as so em b arrassed  
and asham ed that he never did it 
again .”

W h ic h  is m o re  a c c u ra te ,  th e  
m em ory o f the son or the m em ory 
o f the m other? W ould the answ ers 
to those questions be helpful ?

N ot really.
N ot even a video replay, if one

were available, w ould change the 
s o n ’s em o tio n s p ro m p ted  by his 
m em o ries . M em ory  has becom e 
reality.

The son is neither alone nor de
ficien t. O ur m em ories o f  our fa 
th ers m ay be accu ra te  o r fau lty . 
B ut th ey  are o u r m em o ries . We 
m ust deal, prim arily, not with the 
cold facts o f history, but with our 
m em o rie s  and  the  im p ac t th o se  
m em ories have on us.

A Tool Box to Repair 
Broken Relationships

T w o p a r ts  h y d ro g e n  an d  one 
part oxygen  com bined  m ake w a
ter. T h a t’s a sim ple  fo rm ula  that 
works.

W ouldn 't it be w onderful if we 
had  a s im p le  fo rm u la  we co u ld  
use to repair the fractured relation
ships we have with our earthly fa
th e rs?  B ut w e d o n ’t. L ife  is fa r 
m ore com plex than that. However, 
all is not lost. O ur H eavenly  F a
ther will help us m ove into a bet
te r tom orrow . But it 's  not apt to 
h a p p e n  u n ti l  w e c h o o s e  to  do  
som ething about our situation.

Here are som e tools m en have 
used to help them  deal w ith their 
sorrow . L ook at th em  ca refu lly . 
You m ay find just what you need 
to begin to repair the brokenness 
o f the past.

1. A d m it you  have a problem . 
T his is w here we all m ust begin, 
by adm itting that it is our personal 
to rm ent, not our fa th e rs ’. H iding 
the problem  insulates us from the 
pain, at least tem porarily. The d if
ficulty is that, m ost likely, it w on 't 
stay hidden. Even if it does, it will 
fester and cause greater pain at a 
la ter tim e, probably  in fecting  the 
people we love most.

2 . D e c id e  to  d o  s o m e th in g  
a b o u t y o u r  p ro b lem . D o n ’t w ait 
for your father to set you free. If

he could , or w ould , the problem  
w o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  b u rd e n  y o u . 
There com es a point in adulthood 
when we can no longer blam e o th 
e rs  fo r  th e  k in d  o f  p e r s o n  w e 
choose to be. Each o f us holds the 
key to the lock that binds us to the 
past. W ith G o d ’s help, we can de
cide to turn the key and unlock a 
better future.

3. Begin to bu ild  a m ore p o si
tive thought life. The apostle Paul 
advised  his friends in Philippi to 
g iv e  s p e c ia l  a t te n t io n  to  th e ir  
thought lives (Philippians 4:8).

W e m ig h t b e g in  by  h o n e s tly  
ev a lu a tin g  the se lec tiv ity  o f our 
m e m o rie s . W h en  J e f f  to o k  h is 
eyes o ff the contents o f his bag o f 
sorrow , he began  to recall som e 
good tim es w ith his father: duck 
hunting in the fog; sleeping under 
a pine tree on a hunting trip; pic
nicking beside a m ountain stream; 
playing catch behind the garage.

Do you have a bag  o f  pa in fu l 
m em ories like Je ff’s? If you’re ever 
going to make peace with the past, 
you 'll need to stop pulling stuff out 
o f  the bag. It m ay help to plan a 
formal cerem ony to “bum  the bag." 
Som e people have ac tua lly  done 
that. They have prepared a short rit
ual where they symbolically burned 
their bag of angry thoughts.

4. B e h o n e s t a n d  re a lis tic  in 
y o u r  ex p ecta tio n s. A sk y o u rse lf 
q u es tio n s  like th ese : W hat do I 
want my father to do? W hat can I 
r e a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t  h im  to  d o ?  
W hat is he able to do? W hat am I 
w illing to do to m ake peace?

R econciliation is our goal, but it 
is not alw ays possible. My father 
m ay be dead or unknown. He may 
not wish to face the past. If tha t’s 
the case, that's  his problem . But I 
still have mine.

continued on page 36
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Comstock

A Renewed Vision for Marriage
Husbands! Five things about your marriage you normally don't think 

about during the day but could lose sleep over during the night!

ic to r  L ebow  w as a 
p ro p h e t. H is re ta ilin g  
an a ly s is  o f  the 1940s 
prophesied that our p ro 
d u c tiv e  eco n o m y  d e 
mands that we make con
su m p tio n  an A m erican

by J. Paul Turner

way of life— that we convert buying 
into rituals— that we seek our spiri
tual and ego sa tis fac tio n  in co n 
sumption. His prophecy has come to 
pass! Consumption is a way of life, 
an A m erican re lig ious act. In his 
book Families at the Crossroads, au

th o r R o d n ey  C lap p  say s , “ C o n 
su m erism  in h ib its  the  C h ris tia n  
practice of family because the mar
ket has overrun its boundaries” (In- 
terVarsity Press, 1993, 57). In Habits 
o f  the Heart, Robert Bellah suggests 
that the rules o f the competitive mar-

28 H e r a l d  o f  H o l i n e s s



ket— not the practices o f the town 
meeting o r the fe llo w sh ip  o f the 
church— are the real arbiters of liv
ing. We suffer as Christian families 
from the unfriendly, w arlike, b e l
ligerent bottom  line. I t ’s as if  we 
have allowed the marketplace to dic
tate our moral code. One area where 
this is most visible is in marriage.

It’s covenant, not contract.
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 

figure out that these are perilous 
times for Christian marriage. There 
is a different model of marriage that 
has crept into the church, built upon 
consumer econom ics— a shopper’s 
mentality. This model shops not on
ly for computers and compact discs 
but also for friends and mates. The 
fidelity of C hristian m arriage does 
not make sense to one whose m ar
riage is based upon consum er 
culture. W ith the v arie ty  and 
possibilities available to them, 
proponents of this model might 
respond, “How can I restrict my
self to one lover for a lifetime? 
How can I ignore my legitimate 
wants and needs when doing so 
will p rev en t me from  h av ing  
those needs m et? Your C h ris tian  
marriage doesn’t make sense in my 
consumer culture. Surely you would 
agree that a w ell-thought-through 
marriage should end when the terms 
are no longer met? Why not think of 
it as a kind of contractual fidelity? 
We will be faithful to each other un
less one or both o f us backs away 
from the terms or finds a better op
tion.”

The tragedy is that the C hurch 
may mistakenly go along with this 
relational consum erism . Som eone 
has slipped a different plan onto the 
a rch itect’s desk. Perhaps we have 
not been sufficiently aware o f our 
own d istinctive plan for m arriage 
— our own biblical story of marital 
fidelity! But C hristian  fidelity  is, 
and C h r is tia n  f id e li ty  m u st be, 
monogamous, lifelong, heterosexu
al, grounded in the Genesis account 
of one man and one woman, having 
left their parents, bonded to one an
other in a lifetime of maturing one
ness through Jesus Christ. This is 
Christian covenantal marriage.

Christian covenants are based on 
a promise. They are indeed risky be
cause they have no escape clause. 
You can escape a contract, but you 
c a n ’t e scap e  a p ro m ise . B reak  a 
prom ise, and you break a heart of 
m em o rie s— y o u rs , h e rs , and  the 
k id s ’— for a lifetim e. And we all 
know what the world does with bro
ken hearts.

Every husband and wife stood at 
some point in front of friends, the 
church, and God and said, “I want 
to do life with you and you only.” 
But if our m arriages are going to 
survive, we must rely on Someone 
bigger than ourselves.

It’s headship, not headache.
W hat does a wife expect from her 

h u sb a n d ?  You m ig h t th in k  she 
wants to be lavished with gifts. If

so, you could leave her feeling like 
an object. Giving gifts is thoughtful, 
and certain ly  she likes thoughtful 
gestures, but what does she really 
expect and want? Really?

She wants to be loved by you 
realistically. T here’s nothing more 
realistic than a husband who seeks 
to love his wife in the same pattern 
that Christ loved the Church. Christ 
d o e sn ’t love us w ith  a rom antic , 
sentimental love; He loves us even 
when we are sinners. His love is not 
prom pted by anything good that is 
within us. He loves us realistically, 
and we husbands are to love our 
wives in the same manner.

But there’s more!
She wants to be loved sacrificial- 

ly. Love to a wife is costly if done in 
the spirit of John 3:16. It means giv
ing up some of our own interests, 
time, and pleasure. There is no sub
stitute for the giving of ourselves in 
love to ou r w iv es . R ead  ab o u t 
C hrist’s self-giving, self-em ptying 
style of love in Philippians 2:5-11.

This is the sacrificial model we are to 
emulate as we love our wives.

She wants to be loved purpose
fu lly . Dwight Small suggests it’s not 
enough for husbands to sing, “Take 
my wife and let her be, consecrated 
Lord to Thee!” You are the one who 
m u st lo v e  h e r w ith  p u rp o s e — a 
shared life of spiritual discipleship. 
M arriage is an act of discipleship. 
W hen we have chosen marriage, we 
have chosen to disciple our wives.

C h ris tia n  h u sb an d s  can  grow  
th e ir  m a rr ia g e s  by lo v in g  th e ir  
w iv es  in  the  sam e m a n n e r th a t 
C hrist loved the Church, thus en 
riching their marriages. Or they can 
ignore C h ris t’s m andate and risk 
losing her.
It’s salt and light, not bushel.

The late F rancis S chaeffe r d e 
scribed m arriage as “ a sacred 
mystery that, when honored, re
veals something about the very 
ch a rac te r  o f G o d .” C h ris tian  
h u sb an d , you r m arriag e  says 
something to a troubled and cyn
ical w orld. Does it reveal the 
very character of God? It’s pos
sible you will find your greatest 
ministry through your marriage. 

Just as God has called us to share the 
reason for the “hope that is within 
us,” in the same manner, we should 
be willing to tell others the reasons 
behind the success of our marriage. 
Have you and your wife ever con
sidered m entoring and discipling a 
younger couple in your church?

The fact is, each marriage broad
casts some kind of m essage about 
our faith. Either our faith works at 
home as well as at church or it’s an 
inadequate faith. “You are the salt of 
the earth; you are the light o f the 
w orld”— salt-preserving, light-giv
ing marriages are desperately need
ed both in and out of the church.

Christian husband, you can grow 
your marriage by letting the world 
know that you’re not ashamed of be
ing m arried— by allow ing the life 
you live with your wife to be an open 
book for others to see and emulate.
I t’s com m itm ent and sk ill, not 
chance.

It’s possible for some husbands to
continued on page 43
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The New Christian Man
by Steve Rabey

N
rearly 200,000 men gathered 
in stad ium s in six states 
w here they  y e lled  and 
scream ed , w hooped and 
hollered, and made human 
waves of arms and hands. 

But they w eren’t gath
ered for a baseball game.

These m en— who sang, prayed, 
held hands, and heard inspirational 
talks by leaders like Charles Swin- 
doll and E. V. Hill— were attending 
Christian m en’s conferences orga
nized by the nonprofit organization 
Promise Keepers.

This was the first year Prom ise 
Keepers offered conferences outside 
B oulder, C olorado, w here form er 
Colorado University football coach 
Bill M cCartney started the gather
ings in July 1990 with 71 men.

Maybe none o f the men in your 
church attended last sum m er’s con
ferences, held in Anaheim ; Boise, 
Idaho ; D en ton , T exas; P o rtlan d , 
Oregon; Indianapolis; and Boulder. 
But they and your church will prob
ably be influenced by this growing 
organization or the broad Christian 
m en’s movement it represents.

In 1995, Promise Keepers hopes 
to produce daily radio broadcasts and 
occasional TV programs. The orga
nization also plans to publish materi
als for small groups and develop a 
network of m en’s groups in as many 
as 10,000 churches nationwide.

On Ju ly  28, 2000, M cC artney  
a im s to  g a th e r  a m illio n  m en 
throughout all 50 states to concen
trate on issues such as integrity, sex
ual purity, racial reconciliation, and 
spiritual leadership.

The Bigger Picture
Prom ise K eepers is ju st a small 

part of a much larger Christian m en’s

m ovem ent, which is a response to 
the secular m en’s movement. It is, in 
part, an attempt to come to grips with 
the w renching social changes and 
questions about gender roles inspired 
by the w om en’s m ovem ent o f the 
’60s and ’70s.

The secular m en’s movement has 
its spokesmen, like Iron John  author 
Robert Bly, and its ceremonies, like 
“Wildman Weekends” in which men 
gather, bang drum s, exorcise their 
emotional demons, and cry. An esti
m ated 250 ,000  m en have ex p e ri
enced one of these weekend retreats.

T h e  m o v e m e n t  i s

S P R E A D IN G  T H E  M E S S A G E  

T H A T  M E N  M U S T  G E T  

S E R IO U S  A B O U T  T H E IR  

S P IR IT U A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

A N D  R O L E S  A S  H U S B A N D S ,  

F A T H E R S , A N D  S O N S  

O F GOD.

In the Christian counterpart, men 
seek  d e f in i t io n  o f  m a s c u lin ity  
through a new look at an old source: 
the Bible. Author Robert Hicks ob
se rv e s  th a t the  C h ris t ia n  m e n ’s 
m ovement provides answers to the 
d e e p e r  q u e s tio n s  ra is e d  by the  
m en’s movement. “The mainstream 
m e n ’s m o v em en t,” he says, “ has 
been a movement in search o f spiri
tuality.”

W hile there have been Christian 
businessm en’s groups for decades, 
th is  m o v e m e n t ta c k le s  a m uch  
broader range of issues. Picking up 
steam , it is spreading the m essage 
tha t m en m ust get se rio u s  abou t 
their spiritual development and their 
rules as husbands, fathers, and sons 
of God.

H ere’s how Focus on the Family 
magazine described it:

The Christian m en’s movement 
takes several gu ises. Som e are 
“m en-on ly” B ible stud ies, with 
tim e  se t a s id e  at the  en d  fo r 
prayer. Others are less structured: 
guys eating out together, chatting 
over food, discussing their re la
tionsh ips w ith their fam ilies or 
the p ro g re ss  o f  th e ir  sp ir itu a l 
growth.

Some men attend once-a-year 
re trea ts ; o th ers  p re fe r a large- 
group setting at weekly breakfast 
meetings. A nother trend is three 
or four men m eeting in an “ac
countability group.”
T he m o v e m e n t h as  sp aw n e d  

dozens of highly focused organiza
tions and ministries, including THE 
FATHERS Ministry Team, Ministry 
to M en F o u n d a tio n , In c ., C areer 
IM PACT M inistries, the N ational 
C enter for Fathering, The G ather
ing, Dads University, High Ground 
A sso cia te s , and D ad, the Fam ily  
Shepherd.

The publishing industry has been 
busy putting out magazines (the bi
m on th ly  N ew  M an, p u b lish ed  by 
Orlando-based Strang Com m unica
tions), music (“Promise Keepers—  
A Life That Shows,” from Sparrow 
R ecords, fe a tu rin g  songs by and 
about m en), and books (officially  
sanctioned Promise Keepers books, 
d is tr ib u te d  at the annual c o n fe r
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Greg Hogan/Promise KeepersMen attending a recent Promise Keepers conference at Texas 
Stadium break into small groups for prayer and encouragement

ences, have been published by Fo
cus on the Family and NavPress).

Meanwhile, most major Christian 
publishers are producing titles for 
this burgeoning new market, includ
ing M ultnom ah, w hich published  
Stu W eb er’s T ender Warrior, and 
Word, w hich published A rchibald 
Hart's The Sexual Man.
Local Church Impact

What does this m ovem ent mean 
for ministry in the local church? As 
pastors program to reach men, they 
will want to consider three areas af
fected by the m en’s movement.

•  Worship. Dozens of men I have 
interviewed said the Promise Keep
ers con ference’s singing and w or
ship were powerful and memorable. 
P ic tu re  a p ro fe s s io n a l-so u n d in g  
m ale  g o sp e l g ro u p  o r a m e n ’s 
chorale performing portions of Han
d e l’s M essiah. Now, m ultiply that 
by h u n d red s, even  th o u san d s, o f

voices coming from men who may 
be dressed in shorts and baseball 
caps but whose hearts and hands are 
reaching toward heaven.

“Just the thought of being in one 
p lace  w ith  5 0 ,000  guys p ra is in g  
G od ,” said an ecsta tic  Bear W ag
goner, 38, who rode from Las Vegas 
to Boulder on his motorcycle to at
ten d  the 1993 co n fe re n c e , “ w as 
enough to draw me here.”

Many men feel uncomfortable in 
church, and women seem inherently 
more sensitive to spiritual m atters 
than men. But at m en’s-m ovem ent 
conferences, guys can hang out with 
the guys, sing with the guys, pray 
w ith  the g u y s, and cry  w ith  the 
guys. For many men, it’s a moun- 
taintop experience that makes them 
feel less alone and spiritually isolat
ed.

Ted Haggard, pastor of New Life 
Church in Colorado Springs, says

Promise Keepers conferences have 
h e lp e d  ju m p -s ta r t  the  c h u rc h ’s 
m onth ly  m en ’s m eetings. “ W hen 
there are no w om en and children 
presen t,” says H aggard, “the men 
feel uninhibited and free to worship 
because they’re not concerned about 
having to be masculine. Now, some 
of the best worship we have is in 
our m en’s meetings.”

The Christian m en’s movement is 
fo s te r in g  a d e s ire  fo r w o rsh ip  
among men.

•  Sm all G roups. The C hristian 
m e n ’s m o v em en t has p ro m o ted  
small groups, where men can study 
the Bible, apply it to their lives, and 
foster openness and accountability 
with other men. As Howard H en
dricks, professor emeritus at Dallas 
Seminary, put it, “A man who is not 
in a group with other men is an ac
cident waiting to happen.”

Je rry  R u tle d g e , w ho o w ns a 
m en ’s c lo th ing  store in C olorado 
Springs, organized a m en ’s group 
th a t m ee ts  at 7 a . m . T u esd a y s , 
around a sewing table in the store’s 
back room . “O ur weekly group is 
the m ost enriching deal I’ve ever 
been involved in,” he says. “We’ve 
shared everything— family difficul
ties, financial difficulties, and rela
tionship problems. We’ve had some 
incredibly emotional times.”

That kind of intimacy, however, 
is not automatic. Men don’t seem to 
g rav ita te  n a tu ra lly  tow ard  sm all 
groups.

“Men just can’t be assigned to a 
small group,” says Stu Weber, pas
tor of Good Shepherd Community 
C hurch in B oring, O regon. “ Men 
d on’t assign well; they tend not to 
be joiners.”

continued on page 35
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THE FINE ART OF 
GOOD FATHERING

by Victor M. Parachin

W
hen Richard Nixon resigned from the presi
dency on August 9, 1974, he gave a fare
well speech to his White House staff. Dur
ing that speech, which came at a time of 
g rea t p e rso n a l c r is is  for the p re s id e n t, 
N ixon rem em bered  his father. A fter d e 
scribing his father’s series of career failures 
as a streetcar m otorm an, farmer, rancher, and grocer, 

Nixon declared, “But he was a great m an.”
And when actress Angelica Huston was asked about 

her father, film director John Huston, she said, “ I re
member being at a point below his knees and looking up 
at the vast length of him. He was six foot three; his voice 
was big. He was devastatingly attractive. His voice was 
so beautiful, so enveloping. He was ju st bigger and bet
ter than anyone else.”

Those comments by a former president and an actress 
reveal tha t fa th e rs  are very  im p o rtan t to  ch ild ren . 
Whether a father becomes successful or not, he is still a 
“great” man to his child and “bigger and better than any

one else.” For a child, a father is a combination of hero, 
guide, mentor, protector, teacher, and friend. A father is 
someone who loves, dispenses discipline, hands down 
material and moral legacies, and shapes a child’s world
view. “One father is worth more than a hundred school
masters,” noted British poet George Herbert.

Increasingly, men are recognizing their vital role in the 
family and are responding positively to the challenge of 
parenting. More and more men are acting on a deep hunger 
to create meaningful relationships with their children. Here 
are ways to cultivate the fine art of good fathering.

♦  Understand the importance o f  the fa th er role. Al
though much past psychological research was devoted to 
investigating a m o th er’s impact, new research reveals 
that a positive and active involvement by the father re
sults in children who are better adjusted socially, experi
ence healthier sexual development, and undergo greater 
intellectual growth. “E verything we know show s that 
when men are involved with their children, the ch il
dren’s IQ increases by the time they are six or seven,”
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says pediatrician Dr. T. Berry Brazelton. He points out 
that with the fa th e r’s involvem ent, “ the child  is also 
more likely to have a sense of humor, to develop a sort 
of inner excitement, to believe in him self or herself, to 
be more motivated to learn.”

On the other hand, a fa ther’s emotional distance can 
have a profound negative impact. Dr. Louise B. Silver- 
stein o f New York U niversity says, “Research clearly 
documents the direct correlation between father absence 
and higher rates of aggressive behavior in sons, sexually 
precocious behavior in daughters, and more rigid sex 
stereotypes in children of both sexes.”

The writers of Scripture understood the importance of 
the relationship between a father and his children. There, 
the m atter is simply stated: good fathers produce good 
children, and bad fathering produces problem children. 
For example, Ahaziah, one of Israel’s kings, is described 
as conducting an evil reign. “He did evil in the eyes of 
the L o r d , because he walked in the ways of his father” 
(1 Kings 2 2 :5 2 ,  n i v ). Yet, Jehoshaphat is described as a 
highly effective ruler who reigned for 2 5  years because 
“he walked in the ways o f his father Asa and did not 
stray from them; he did what was right in the eyes of the 
L o r d ”  ( 2  Chronicles 2 0 :3 2 ,  n i v ). Clearly, the role of the 
father is vital and should not be diminished.

♦  C om m it to being a m ajor player. Fewer and fewer 
fathers are content to play m inor roles in raising their 
children. Cultivating the fine art of good fathering means 
making the commitment to be deeply and passionately 
involved in the lives o f your children. That means many 
things, including helping with homework, attending par- 
ent-teacher conferences, playing games, spending one- 
on-one time with each child, and generally increasing 
hours spent at home.

Too many children have unhappy memories of little 
contact or conversation  with their fathers. R andolph 
Churchill shares this poignant insight into the life of his 
father, Winston Churchill: “At the end of long summer 
holidays at the age of sixteen or seventeen, I was going 
back to Eton, and the last night we sat up late talking in 
the study at Chartwell. We talked of many things until 
one or one-thirty in the morning, and then he said, ‘You 
know, dear boy, 1 think I've talked to you more these 
holidays than my father talked to me in the whole of his 
life.’ There was no bitterness in it, but there was sad
ness.”

♦  D o n 't  le t m a teria lism  erode re la tio n sh ip s .  A l
though working hard in order to provide for family is 
im portant, every father should avoid the seduction of 
material success, which interferes and prevents strong 
bonds from being forged with children. G ood fathers 
will take seriously the warning of scripture: “The love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager 
for money, have w andered from the faith and pierced 
them selves with many g riefs” (1 Tim othy 6:10, n i v ) . 

Child psychologist Lee Salk says, “The material success 
of parents can be a detriment to child-raising if it comes 
at the expense of time that should be spent with their

children. Children can tell fairly young what their par
ents consider important. If they see everything comes 
ahead of them, there is likely to be trouble ahead.” Wise 
fathers know  that re la tionsh ips, not m aterial things, 
bring satisfaction in life. One successful father chal
lenges other fathers to ask, “In the final analysis, w hat’s 
more important— having a large 3,000 square foot house 
with a pool in the yard or making sure that the people 
who live in the house are close to each other? Which is 
more important: having a state-of-the-art kitchen in the 
house or making certain the family sits together at din
nertime and reconnects at the end of the day?”

♦  Know your children. A key difference that sepa
rates effective fathers from all other fathers is that they 
really know their children. Effective fathers know what 
hurts and haunts their children as well as what brings 
them joy and pleasure. These fathers know what makes 
their children d ifferent from  every other child in the 
neighborhood. They are aware of the various shades, 
colors, and hues of their children’s personalities. Ken R. 
Canfield, author of The Seven Secrets o f  Effective F a
thers, surveyed 4,000 men to determine what contributes 
to effective fathering. As a result of his studies, he dis
covered that good fathers knew the following specifics 
about their children:

•  when his child had a difficult day
•  when his child was upset about something
•  the names of his child’s best friends
•  what encouraged his child the most
•  when he had hurt the child’s feelings
•  his child’s strengths and weaknesses
•  what motivated his child
•  when his child was embarrassed
•  most of his ch ild ’s recent disappointing experi

ences
E ffec tiv e  fa thers ag g ressiv e ly  pursue know ledge 

about their children  for two very im portant reasons, 
notes Canfield. “First, so that they can help create the 
conditions under which this unique personality [their 
child] can best blossom and prosper; and second, so that 
by recognizing danger signals, they can alert themselves 
to situations where their children need guidance and in
tervention.”

♦  Parent by the three “L s .” Good fathers look, listen, 
and learn. They are always on the lookout for healthy 
role m odels. They listen to o ther successful parents, 
seeking to learn from them better and more effective 
ways to father their own children. “Effective fathers 
know they need support and aren’t afraid to ask for it,” 
says Paul Lewis, author of The Five Key Habits o f  Smart 
Dads. “They talk to other fathers, and perhaps choose 
one as a model or mentor. They consult with their chil
dren’s teachers, coaches, neighbors, and relatives. They 
read books about fathering and attend workshops. Effec
tive fathers put fathering on their agendas and use all the 
resources available to them.”

continued on page 37
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Promise Keepers 
Helped

I
t was Sunday m orning, A u
gust 1, 1994, and I was on a 
bus full of men traveling east 
ac ro ss  K ansas. M any o f us 
had just experienced the most 
fulfilling weekend of our spir
itual lives, and it was evident 
from the front row to the back.

I was captain for our bus, which 
w as one o f  tw o  from  C o lleg e  
Church of the Nazarene in Olathe, 
Kansas. I opened our morning devo
tional time by leading a couple of 
songs we had sung with many more 
men that w eekend. A fter singing, 
men started coming to the front of 
the bus one at a time to share what 
God had done in their lives during 
the previous electrifying 36 hours. 
Some of the testimonies were sim
ple, rejoicing in what God was do
ing in their hearts, while others ex
pressed conviction as to what He 
was conv icting  them  to do when 
they got back home.

We w ere  re tu rn in g  from  the 
Promise Keepers 1994 M en’s Con
ference in Boulder, Colorado. Some
55,000 men spent two days togeth
er, not cheering for a football team, 
but p ra ising  and w orshiping God 
and listening to Him speak through 
some of today’s top Christian speak
ers.

It was the fifth year for the event, 
which was started with 72 men in 
1990 by B ill M cC artney, fo rm er 
coach of the University of Colorado 
Buffaloes football team . In half a 
decade, the movement has exploded 
to  2 3 3 ,0 0 0  m en m ee tin g  in six

by David McDonald

cities. A ttendance for the sum m er 
1995 co n feren ces is p ro jec ted  at 
from 700,000 to 800,000. It could 
well be the makings of the greatest 
rev iva l o f th is cen tu ry — startin g  
with the men of North America.

Looking back on the time since I 
attended my first Promise Keepers 
con ference  in July  1993, I could  
never have im agined the changes 
brought about by my willingness to

P r o m i s e  k e e p e r s  h e l p e d

M A K E  O U R  M A R R IA G E  

M O R E  F U L F IL L IN G  T H A N  

W E  E V E R  T H O U G H T  

P O S S IB L E .

change. A song that best describes 
my last year and a half goes as fol
lows:

Change my heart, O God,
Make it ever new;
Change my heart, O God,
May I he like You.
You are the Potter,
I am the clay;
M old me and make me 
This is what I p ray*

These words have truly been my 
prayer. Little did I realize what God 
was going to do.

My wife, Sandy, and I were mar
ried in 1980. As in all marriages, we 
carried  baggage into our re la tion 
ship, both good and bad, that was 
unreso lved . I had a d ifficu lt tim e 
com m unicating— sharing from my 
heart— and thus, I would frequently 
sweep things under the rug in an at
tempt to take care of things the best 
way I knew how.

For the f irs t nine years o f our 
married life, Sandy and I ministered 
th ro u g h  m u sic  at a v a r ie ty  o f 
churches. A lthough we had some 
wonderful times in m any o f those 
congregations, we also experienced 
some very difficult ones. The com 
bination of church problem s and a 
s tra in ed  m arriag e  all m ade for a 
considerably fragile relationship be
tween my wife and me. Needless to 
say, it inevitably affected our two 
sons as well.

In Septem ber 1989, 1 accepted a 
p o s it io n  as a m u sic  e d ito r . T he 
move was significant in that it took 
Sandy and me out of the limelight 
that associate ministers must of ne
cessity live in. We were now much 
freer to work on improving our rela
tionship.

We did not focus on this effort, 
h o w ev er, u n til a f te r  the 1993 
Promise Keepers meeting. Seeing a 
need (Sandy more so than me) to get 
counseling help as the only way to 
salvage a crum bling m arriage, we 
pursued it individually and later, to
gether. A lth o u g h  the p ro cess  in 
volved some very painful times in 
going back and working through old
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THE NEW CHRISTIAN MAN

Michael J. Below/Promise KeepersFifty thousand Christian men packed Folsom Stadium in Boulder, 
Colorado, for the July 1993 Promise Keepers gathering.

issues, the following 12 months in
cluded some times of great rejoicing 
and m u ch -n e ed ed  g ro w th . G od 
helped transform us and our relation
ship. He helped us shed old habits 
and patterns and build new, benefi
cial ones.

T hus, since com ing  back  from  
my second  P rom ise K eepers last 
year, 1 have p rayed  no t so m uch 
“ Here I am, L ord— I ’m open and 
w illin g ” (although  I w ant to stay 
that way too) but rather, “Lord, I ’ve 
seen the growth over the past year, 
and I want it to continue.” You are 
the Potter, I am the clay. I t’s been 
ex c itin g  fo r Sandy and m e. Last 
September, a few weeks before our 
14th wedding anniversary, God re
stored the depth of our marriage re
lationship. He has also given us a 
new m in is try  th ro u g h  N aza ren e  
Marriage Enrichment.

We have been able to share hope 
w ith o ther co u p les— G o d ’s hope, 
the confidence that you don 't have 
to give up as the world would try to 
convince you. Yes, G od’s grace is 
sufficient. He provides hope when 
two willing hearts are open to Him. 
M old us and make un, this is what 
we pray.

Seeing the changes in my life in 
the last year and a half and the im
pact Prom ise Keepers has made, I 
c a n ’t w a it fo r P ro m ise  K eep ers  
1995.

" ‘C hange M y Heart. O  G o d " b y  E ddie Espinosa, ©  1982 M e r
cy Publish ing. All righ ts  reserved.
For m ore  in fo rm ation  ab o u t P rom ise  Keepers, call 303-421 - 
2800 .

David McDonald is a m usic ed itor and  
com pute r m usic  typesette r a t Nazarene 
Publishing House (Lilienas Publishing C om 
pany). He a nd  his wife, Sandy, a long with 
the ir two boys, live in Olathe, Kansas, and  
are m em bers o f  College Church o f the 
Nazarene.

continued from  page 31

Good Shepherd started by spon
soring an event that allowed men to 
be part of a large, anonymous group. 
Stu then invited them to a gathering 
each Tuesday at 6 a .m . that provides 
several options: a plenary session, 
groups of from 10 to 15 men, and 
smaller, more intimate groups.

“ T he g o a l is to  m ove to w ard  
b u ild in g  a c lo s e -k n it  c irc le  o f 
frien d s,” W eber says, “but we let 
men do that at their own pace.”

•  Family Roles. Some leaders in 
the m ovem ent have em phasized a 
hierarchical view of male-female re
la tio n sh ip s , a v iew  th a t w o rries  
som e C h ris tia n s  w ho e sp o u se  a 
more egalitarian family model.

Gary Gulbranson, senior pastor at 
W estm inster C hapel in B ellevue, 
Washington, is upbeat about the re
su lts  o f  th e  m e n ’s m o v em en t. 
“Promise Keepers and the Christian 
m en ’s m o v em en t,” he says, “ are 
calling men back to responsibility. 
But le t’s just make sure they know 
what their responsibility is.” Some 
m en , G u lb ran so n  says, in te rp re t 
their responsibility as going back to 
the home in a controlling manner. 
“The com m itm ent to the fam ily ,” 
Gulbranson says, “should look less 
like control and more like research 
and developm ent. T he h u sb an d ’s 
job is to draw out all of the gifted
ness that God has placed in the fam
ily.”

Because o f the m ovem ent, pas
tors may need to define more clear
ly their understanding o f male and 
female roles, both in marriage coun
seling and in preaching.

T he ch u rch  has o ften  fo cu sed  
more on the spiritual developm ent 
o f w om en and ch ild ren . T o d ay ’s 
Christian m en’s movement signals a 
shift in that emphasis and an oppor
tunity for pastoral ministry.

Steve Rabey is a re 
p o rte r fo r the Colorado 
Springs Gazette-Tele- 
graph. This article was 
first p rin ted  in the Sum 
m e r 1994 issue o f  
Leadership.
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THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH
C hronic les o f the King, Book 1, by Lynn Austin

W hen King Ahaz plots to sacrifice his son, Hezekiah, in a perverted at
tem pt to save himself, Hezekiah's mother, Abijah , searches fran tica lly  
for a way to save him. But on ly tw o men, Zechariah and Uriah, can 
help her. Zechariah totters in a drunken stupor, try ing to forget a secret 
from his past. Uriah, w ho holds the venerable title  "H igh  Priest of 
G od," lusts after power— badly enough that he w ill gamble w ith  his 
soul and the lives o f others. Am id violence, treachery, and in fide lity  to 
Yahweh, Abijah and her son must discover the one true Source of 
strength if they are to save themselves and the ir country.
H H 0 8 3 - 4 1 1 -5 3 8 7 , $1 1 .9 5

1- 800- 877-0700
Order from Your Nazarene Publishing House

FORGIVE US 
OUR 
FATHERS
continued from  
page 27

It m ay help 
to  re m e m b e r 
th a t no  in 

stru c tio n  b o o k le ts  com e 
w ith babies. P arenting is 
the only profession where 
when you become experi
en ced , y o u ’re no lon g er 
e m p lo y a b le . T h a t m ay  
h e lp  us u n d e rs ta n d  h u 
manity. Fathers do dum b 
th in g s  o f te n , and  ev il 
things som etim es. We do 
not have to approve their 
actions. They may not ac
cept our offer o f forgive
ness. But we can choose 
to shine love on the shad
ows o f the past.

5. B r e a k  th e  p a t te r n  
with y o u r  fa m ily .  “C h il
dren have never been very 
good at listening to their 
e ld e r s ,” Jam es B ald w in  
said, “but they have never 
fa ile d  to im ita te  th e m .”
Breaking the pattern o f in
a d e q u a te  an d , p e rh a p s , 
abusive parenting is vital 
bo th  fo r the ch ild  in the 
hom e and the parent try 
ing to deal with the pow er 
o f  u n h a p p y  m e m o rie s .
M any ineffective fathers 
cam e from  dysfunctional 
hom es. O ften  they w ere 
the victims o f several gen
erations o f poor parenting.
T hat fam ily  tragedy  can 
be in terrup ted  w hen one 
m an  c h o o s e s  to  say ,
“Enough is enough! I will 
end this stupid cycle.”2 

We left Jeff at his key
b o a rd  u n a b le  to  ty p e  a 
sim ple , fo u r-le tte r  w ord. E xcep t 
that it w asn 't sim ple. He knew  he 
cou ld  never approve his fa th e r ’s 
a c tio n s . N o r w as re c o n c ilia tio n  
possible. H e ’d tried that years ear
lier and had been rebuffed. It was 
his problem , not his fa th e r’s.

He thought about good m em o
ries and bad. Tim e passed. Fifteen 
m inutes. Twenty m inutes. Several 
tim es he tried  to  ty p e  the w ord. 
But he co u ld n ’t. He left the key 
board and w ent for a walk. F inal
ly, he m ade a decision. He w ould

drain  the past o f  som e o f  its d e 
structive pow er. Back at the key 
board , he bow ed his head , asked  
the L o rd  fo r  s tre n g th , and  th en  
typed four letters— LOVE.

1. R o b e rt J . A c k e rm a n , Silent Sons (N e w  Y o rk : S im o n  a n d  
S ch u s te r, 1993 ), 1 0 1 -2 .

2 . D o n a ld  Jo y , Men Under Construction (W hea ton , III.: V ic 
to r  B o o k s , 1993 ), 4 7 .
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I call it a  “ch a ir”! Now I’ll dem onstrate  while you cook dinner!

FINE ART OF FATHERING
c o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  33

♦  Be yo u r child's hero. ' Parents 
are the pride of their children,” de
clares the writer of Proverbs 17:6, 
n i v . G ood fathers em erge as their 
child’s hero. That happens when fa
thers co n sis ten tly  role m odel the 
v irtu es  o f in teg rity , co m p assio n , 
s a c r if ic e , hard  w ork , d isc ip lin e , 
love, and fa ith fu ln ess  in the d is 
charge of duties. Too many fathers 
have unwittingly allowed someone 
else to becom e their ch ild 's  hero. 
J. C. Watts, Oklahom a’s corporation 
com m issioner, is one whose father 
was a positive role model. “ My fa
ther was and is my hero,” he says. 
“From the day I was born until 1 left

for college, my father always held at 
least three jobs. Fie was a police
m an, a m in is te r , and a land lo rd . 
T hrough hard  w ork, he p rovided  
food, clothes, and a decent house to 
live in. He never made excuses; he 
never looked to politicians to take 
care of his family. He trusted hard 
work,” explains Watts.

In the final analysis, good father
ing is an investm ent in the future. 
Today’s fathers are raising the lead
ers of the 21st century. All of the af
fection, teaching, encouragem ent, 
discipline, and role modeling a fa
ther gives to his children will bear 
fruit in the form of adults who are 
em otionally healthy, well adjusted, 
and contribute to the common good. From Your NAZARENE J P ,  

PUBLISHING HOUSE iV t t

A NEW FULL-COLOR
take-home paper for teens!

Cross Walk features devotion- 
als written fo r  teens by teens who 
share their real-life experiences!
In each issue, a local youth leader 
writes Saturday and Sunday devo- 
tionals, and teens write the Mon
day through Friday devotionals.

You may be thinking, “Wait a 
minute. I l ik e d  Teens Today'.” 
Don’t worry. The old favorites are 
still here: the popular Jeremiah 
cartoon series and Ask Debbie & 
Dan column. Cross Walk simply 
brings together the best of both 
worlds.

For information on how your 
youth group can write for Cross 
Walk, contact the editorial office at 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
64131 or call 816-333-7000, ext. 
2203.

Spring 
1995!

m m m m
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I n a Woman’ s Voice

A Clear Purpose
REBECCA LAIRD

Rebecca Laird is a w rite r a n d  e d ito r living  
in  M ad ison , N .J.

F u n n y , i s n ’t  i t , how life takes up all 
of our time! The seconds tick by 
whether used wisely or foolishly. 
How, then, should we order our days? 
Should we even try?

Gail MacDonald, in her book One 
Step Farther a nd  Higher, stresses hav
ing a formal statement of purpose for 
life. She writes, “Unless there is a 
strong sense of purpose within us, we 
can expect our lives either to bang 
about like the ball in a pinball machine 
or to come under the control of those 
who are more than glad to create pur
poses for us” (Multnomah. 1991, 29).

After reading that sentence for the 
first time, my hand was in the air. (Is 
yours?) I had lots of questions I want
ed to ask, as I've felt trapped in the 
pinball machine of demands many 
times. First, I pondered, did Jesus live 
by a defined purpose? Yes, I conclud
ed, He did. He explored His purpose 
of being about His Father's business 
from an early age. By young adult
hood, He proclaimed His task was to 
“bring good news to the p o o r. . . pro
claim release to the captives and re
covery of sight for the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor’’ (Luke 4:18- 
1 9 , n r s v ). In order to remain rooted 
in God’s purposes, Jesus kept to a

rhythm of life. He moved regularly 
from active involvement to contem
plative reflection and prayer.

Gail MacDonald relays her own 
choice to model her devotion on that 
of Mary of Bethany. Setting moods, 
sensitivity, and sacrificial love are all 
components of her purpose statement. 
She chose to focus her energies first 
on her husband and children.

Soon after reading her book, I had 
the chance to speak to Gail MacDon
ald by phone and ask her some of my 
questions. I asked, “Do mission state
ments change?”

She answered, “Pilgrimages have 
turnoffs and changes. Mission state
ments evolve and purposes change in 
who I play my purposes out to. Before, 
my children and Gordon, my husband, 
were my primary targets. Now that my 
children are grown, I start with Gor
don, and my purposes spill out from 
there.” As Gail and I talked by phone, 
her two-year-old grand
daughter, Erin Gail, was 
napping nearby as she does 
each Wednesday. “I am 
committed to pour into my 
granddaughter what 1 
poured into my children. I 
want her to know her her
itage and the MacDonald 
clan.”

Gail also concentrates 
much of her time on a 
core group of women in 
her church. She told me, “I feel very 
strongly about Titus 2:5. We older 
women are to pour into the younger. 
After the age of 45, everyone ought 
to eschew power and-embrace influ
ence. H ow  can I help  o thers do  better  
than I  d id ? ”

With all of the modeling and men
toring Gail does. I asked, “Who are 
your living mentors that help you live 
a life of purpose?”

Gail described a “mosaic” of men

tors. One woman has taught Gail to 
"keep light, keep laughing, and turn 
everything into a story." Her mother 
modeled forgiveness and not holding 
grudges. An elderly couple the Mac
Donalds know provide a living model 
of how they want to grow older to
gether.

As we talked about the idea  of a 
purpose statement, Gail challenged 
me, “Have you written one? If you 
haven’t, I invite you to do so. It isn't 
easy, yet having a clear purpose can 
make all the difference in your life.”

Several times in the ensuing weeks, 
I jotted down phrases. After a few 
stops and starts, I wrote a working 
draft:

/  purpose , w ith  G od's help, to  lire  a 
S p irit-in fu sed  life, fa ith fu lly  serving  
those en trusted  to  m y care with s im 
p lic ity  a n d  hospitality . I  regularly  will 
o ffer  m y tim e a n d  resources to  a id  the  
urban poor. /  w ill da ily  seek G od's

presence, en joy creation, a n d  share  
G o d ’s truth through w ise a n d  p ra y e r
f u l  use o f  m y rela tiona l energ ies and  
com m unica tion  gifts.

Sounds pretty simple now, yet it 
has already helped me sit through the 
many warring demands that arise. 
Now it is your turn. Sharpen your 
pencil. Get out some paper. You'll 
need several sheets. Give it a go. God 
has important purposes for your life.

I purpose, with God’s help, 
to live a Spirit-infused life, 
faithfully serving those 
entrusted to my care with 
simplicity and hospitality.
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February’s

10-Point Qcu'z
1. February is the month ot the Nazarene General Board meet
ing. How many members serve on the General Board?

A. 35 B. 45 C. 60 D. 75

2. How many non-U.S. and Canada members serve on the Gen
eral Board?

A. 11 B. 22 C. 33 D. 44

3. Besides those serving in full-tim e Christian ministry, what 
other profession has the largest representation on the General 
Board?

A. Legal C. Education
B. Medical D. Business

4. Dr. David Hilfiker, author of a new book N ot A ll  o f Us Are  
S a in ts  is one of the fu ll-tim e  physicians at what inner-city  
Nazarene clinic?

A. New York, Lambs
B. San Francisco, Golden Gate
C. W ashington, D.C., Community of Hope
D. Kansas City Rescue Mission

5. Since 1988, book sales to white U.S. households have de
clined by 3 percent. What percentage change occurred in the 
same period in book sales to black U.S. households?

A. -3 1 %  B. -3 %  C. +13% D. +26%

6. What country recently raised $500,000 through the “biggest 
pajama party in the world” (25,000 people camped out in 40-de
gree weather) to demonstrate the plight of the homeless?

A. U.S. C. England
B. Australia D. Germany

7. What U.S. state legislature recently voted approval for stu
dents to carry knives in public schools for religious purposes?

A. New York C. California
B. Oregon D. Missouri

8. What is considered to be the fastest-growing country in the 
world?

A. China C. Kenya
B. India D. Japan

9. According to the recent study “Sex in America” conducted by 
the University of Chicago, 1 .4%  of U.S. women identify them
selves as lesbians. What percentage of the U.S. male population 
identify themselves as “gay”?

A. 12.5 B. 2.8 C. 8.6 D. 10.1
10. What nation is predicted to have the world’s largest econo
my by the year 2000?

A. U.S. C. Germany
B. Japan D. China

Source: Hiram F. Reynolds Research Institute 
Robert H. Scott, D irector

Answers:
a -o t :g

-6 :q-8 :(s}uapn)S q>ps JOj) 0 -/ ig-9 P-S TuoissajOJd leoipaiu 
ai|j ui >|jom pjeog |EJ8U00 aip uo suosjad uanas) g-E :g-2 :q-p

Three Decades of Inspirational Song
Some of the best-known and most-loved songs of the past 3 0  years 
brought together in  one incredible collection by Tom Fettke. The 
Solo/Accompaniment edition is a large folio-sized volume provid
ing an outstanding collection of medium-high voice solo arrange
m ents. It also includes the full piano accompaniment. Split-channel 
solo accom panim ent trax enhance every performance and are eco 
nom ically priced at ju s t S I 9 .9 8 , less than 75 cents per song! 
Sample Titles Include:
High and Lifted Up; Praises; I Stand Here Forgiven; Think About His Love; 
God So Loved the World; Home Where I Belong; I Am; The Gates of Hell Shall 
Not Prevail; joy of My Desire; My Life Is in You, Lord; There’s Still Power in 
the Blood; Finally Home; Undivided; Hallowed Be Thy Name; Trust His 
Heart; Almighty God; jesus (He Is the Son of God).

Solo/Accompaniment Book HHMB-701 S 1 6 .9 5
Split-Channel Solo Cassette HHTA-9178S S 1 9 .9 8

2 . J  STIRRING CLASSICS & 
EXCITING NEW  STANDARDS

'  a s  ( )  L O  /  A C  t : U M PA N 1 M K N T  K D I T  10  N
f 2 Medium-High Voice

To order, call your Nazarene Publishing House at

1- 800 - 877-0700  JSillenas
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N a z a r e n e  F a m il y

Nazarene Elected Mayor
N a z a r e n e  la y m a n  
H enry O sb orn e was 
recently elected mayor 
o f  L a n e t t ,  A la . ,  a c 
c o r d in g  to  R o b e rt  
Huff, pastor of Lanett 
Church o f the N aza
rene.

O sb o rn e  p resen t ly  
serves  as co o rd in a to r  for  the Drug 
F ree  S c h o o ls  p r o g ra m  fo r  L a n e t t  
schools. He has taught in the district 
for more than 24 years.

O sb o rn e  se rv e d  for  18 yea rs  on 
Lanett City Council. He is a native of 
the  C e n t r a l  A la b a m a  to w n  on the 
Georgia border.

An alumnus of Trevecca Nazarene 
C o l leg e  and A uburn  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
Osbome serves as senior adult director 
for the Alabama District. He was music 
director for 23 years at his church.

D o u g  K a r l, m in i s te r  o f  m u s ic  at 
N aperville , I I I . ,  T rin ity  C hurch o f
th e  N a z a r e n e , s p o n s o re d  a you th  
team , D E S T IN Y , last su m m er  that 
traveled for 10 days throughout the 
Midwest. The team was made up of  37 
teens from 25 different churches in 8 
states.

The DESTINY tour included con 
c e r t s  ea c h  e v e n in g ,  an in n e r - c i ty  
work project, and an intensive disci
pleship program. "D E S TIN Y  offers 
teens from smaller churches opportu
nities for ministry,” said Karl.

This summer, Karl plans to take the 
te am  on a to u r  o f  the  N o r th w e s t ,  
including Seattle. For more informa
tion call 708-778-0328.

French Named CEO
D o u g la s  D. F ren ch .
4 0 ,  has  b ee n  n a m e d  
C E O  o f  St. V in c e n t  
H o sp i ta l  and  H ea l th  
S e r v ic e s  in I n d i a n 
apolis. The 1,100-bed 
facility reported gross 
revenue  in exc es s  of  
$500 million last year.

French also shares a CEO post in a 
joint venture with Community Hospi
tal of Indianapolis. The two hospitals 
operate the largest health network in 
Indiana.

An alumnus of Trevecca Nazarene 
College and Xavier University, French 
is the first non-Catholic to be named 
C EO  of St. V incent.  He is also the 
youngest person to hold the position.

French moves to the post from St. 
M a ry 's  Medical Center,  Evansville ,  
Ind. Both h o sp i ta ls  are part o f  the 
Daughters of Charity National Health 
Care System, the nation’s largest non
profit health-care system.

A n a t iv e  o f  C in c in n a t i ,  F re n ch  
received the 1994 "Businessman of the 
Y ear” award from the University of 
Evansville. He was named “ Indiana’s 
Y oung Healthcare  E xecutive  o f  the 
Year" in 1991.

He and his wife, Paula, along with 
their three daughters are members of 
the Evansville, Ind., Eastview C om 
munity Church of the Nazarene.

The 1994 DESTINY tour, which included 
37 teens from 25 churches in 8 states, 
performed 10 concerts in 10 days.

MANC Honors Top Alumni
M idAnterica Nazarene College h o n 
ored outstanding alumni at its annual 
homecoming banquet last fall. Honored 
as 1994 Alumni of the Year were Lori 
Ketterling and Brian Diddle.

K e t t e r l i n g .  a 19 8 4  g r a d u a te  o f  
MANC, serves as director o f  develop
ment for Heart-to-Heart International, 
an in te rna tiona l  re l ie f  o rg an iz a t io n  
based in Olathe, Kans. She previously 
worked for l() years at MANC.

In her development role, Ketterling 
solicits support for Heart-to  H ea r t ’s 
upcoming relief projects. Recent activi
ties included visiting with congression
al staff members in Washington. D.C., 
and a trip to Vietnam. A resident o f  
Overland Park, Kans., she and her hus
band, Jay, have a daughter. Lindsay.

Ketterling also received the "Carry 
the Torch" award.

A lum ni B rian  D id d le  ( I . )  and Lori 
Ketterling display their MANC awards.

D id d le ,  a 19 8 0  g r a d u a te  o f  
M id A m e ric a ,  has  o w n ed  P rec is io n  
Printing in Kansas City, since 1982. 
Diddle serves as coord ina tor  for the 
M idA m erica  alumni m en to r ing  p ro 
g ra m .  He a l so  c o o r d i n a t e s  the  
Christmas food basket program at the 
Kansas City Rescue Mission.

A resident o f  Olathe. Diddle and his 
wife, Elizabeth, have two daughters, 
Sarah and Emily.

The college also awarded 10 "Carry 
the T o r c h ” aw ards  to a lum ni.  This 
y ear’s recipients were: Dale Powers, 
O la th e ,  K a n s . ;  R u th  G le a so n .  
O v e r la n d  P a rk ,  K a n s . ;  M a r tin  
D u n la p . O la th e ,  K a n s . ;  F r a n k lin  
Y o r k , C e d a r  R a p id s ,  Iow a ;  J o e  
Q uinn, Climax Springs, Mo.; C hris 
W ieczorek. Killeen, Tex.; Randy and 
Lori Beekum , Schaffhausen, Switzer
land; and R ebecca H orvat, Kansas 
City, Kans.

DESTINY Brings Together Small Church Youth
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The 37th annual European service member’s retreat was held last October at the General 
W alker Hotel, Berchtesgaden, Germany. General Superintendent W illiam J. Prince (fa r 
right) served as keynote speaker. W alter Crow and Curtis Bowers also spoke. The retreat 
included sightseeing in Salzburg, Austria.

Nazarene Volunteer Honored
Donna Lium  was recently presented 
the S ix th  A r m y 's  V o lu n te e r  o f  the 
Year Award for outstanding work for 
her husband’s reserve unit. The Sixth 
A rm y  c o n s i s t s  o f  r e s e rv e  u n i ts  in 
W a s h in g t o n ,  O r e g o n ,  I d a h o ,  and  
California.

Lium volunteers as family support 
c o o r d in a to r  fo r  the  4 th  B a t ta l io n ,  
104th T ra in in g  S u p p o rt  B r ig ad e  at 
Fort Lewis, Wash. Her husband, Gary, 
serves as military family liaison. They 
have been associated with the Army 
Reserve for more than 25 years.

Lium is employed as a buyer for the 
United States Navy.

D u r in g  a c t iv e  d u ty ,  th e  L iu m s  
w orked  with  now G enera l  S u p e r in 
tendent Donald  D. O wens in Korea. 
T h e y  a t t e n d  th e  N o r th  S e a t t le  
C hurch o f  the N azarene with their 
grown sons, Tom and Bryan.

Colonel John Root, Army Reserve coordi
nator, presents the Volunteer of the Year 
Award to Donna Lium during a battalion  
picn ic  last summer a t Am erican Lake, 
Fort Lewis, Wash.

Nazarene Elected to Chair 
State Retirement Board

Jeanne Raney W alk
er was recently elected 
to  a s ix -yea r  term  as 
c h a i r p e r s o n  to  the 
B oard  o f  T rus tees  of  
the Mississippi Public 
Employees Retirement 
System. The board  is 
responsible  for assets 

o f  more than $7 billion of  municipal, 
county, and state employee retirement 
contributions.

W alker has served for 18 years as 
C hance ry  C lerk  o f  Bolivar  County. 
Her responsibilities include recording 
and preserving county records, acting 
as coun ty  treasu rer ,  and se rv ing  as 
county auditor and comptroller.  She 
also serves as clerk to the Chancery 
C ourt and as collector o f  delinquent 
taxes.

“ In her almost 20 years in public 
o f f ic e ,  she has  c o n d u c te d  h e r s e l f  
with consistency, integrity, and hon
e s t y , ” s a id  M i c k e y  T h o m p s o n ,  
B o l i v a r  C o u n t y  ta x  a s s e s s o r ,  o f  
Walker.

P r io r  to  p u b l ic  s e rv ic e ,  W a lk e r  
w orked  for  23 years in the banking 
industry.

W alker,  and her  husband , Zerdie 
K e i th ,  a re  c h a r t e r  m e m b e r s  o f  
C levelan d , M iss., F irst C hurch o f  
the Nazarene. She serves the church 
as Sunday School teacher, choir direc
tor, and treasurer.

Mills Elected to Top Office
H i l l s d a le  C o u n ty  
C o m m iss io n e r  R ich 
ard  C . M i l l s  w as
recen t ly  e lec ted  s e c 
ond vice presiden t o f  
M ic h ig a n  W o rk s !  a 
state job  training part
n e r s h ip  a s s o c ia t io n .  
He was elected at the 

association’s annual meeting last fall.
The position is the h ighest office 

held by an elected official in Michigan 
W o rk s!  T h e  E as t  L a n s in g ,  M ic h . ,  
o r g a n iz a t i o n  c o n s id e r s  i t s e l f  the 
largest job  training association in the 
nation. Its m em bers  include private 
industry councils, local elected offi
cials, and job training professionals.

M il ls  p r e v io u s l y  s e rv e d  on the  
Michigan Works! 11-member execu
tive committee.

Mills is an active m em ber  o f  the 
H illsdale C hurch o f the N azarene, 
according to Pastor R ussell Payne. 
M il ls  se rv e s  on the  c h u rc h  board ,  
teaches a Sunday School class, and 
participates in the music program.

Nazarene Designs Congress
Nazarene designer Jeff 
Sharpton was selected 
f ro m  a m o n g  th re e  
n a t io n a l  a d v e r t i s in g  
a g e n c i e s  to  m a n a g e  
design and promotions 
fo r  the  In te rn a t io n a l  
Congress o f  the F am 
ily. The c o n v e n t io n ,  

cosponsored by Focus on the Family 
and  the  A m e r ic a n  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  
Christian Counselors, is expected to 
attract 10,000 persons to Denver July 
5-9, 1995.

Sharpton has served as art director 
fo r  the PAZ Design  G roup , Salem , 
Oreg., for the past three years. During 
this time, he has developed all of the 
f i r m ’s m i n i s t r y - r e l a t e d  a c c o u n t s ,  
which have doubled the business.

Sharpton has designed book covers 
for Zondervan, Harvest House, David
C. Cook, Word, and Aglow. He previ
ously served as an artist at Nazarene 
Publishing House.

S h a rp to n  se rves  on the  b oard  o f  
South Salem Church of the Nazarene.
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NEWS OF RELIGION
Dahmer Died as a Believer
J e f f r e y  D a h m e r  s h o w e d  
g rad u a l  sp ir i tu a l  d e v e lo p 
m e n t  p r io r  to his d ea th  in 
prison, according to Roy Rat
cliff, Church of Christ minis
ter. Ratcliff met with Dahmer 
for an hour each week at the 
Columbia, Wis., Correctional 
Center.

Dahm er becam e “consid
e ra te ,  ca r ing ,  and c o m p a s 
s ionate ,” said Ratcliff. “He 
was an illustration  o f  what 
true grace is all about.”

D a h m e r  had  c o n f e s s e d  
deep remorse for his crimes, 
which included the rape and 
murder o f  17 boys and men.
At one time Dahmer thought

Schools Can Teach Religion
that he was sinning against 
God because he had not been 
execu ted ,  said Ratc liff.  He 
had contemplated suicide but 
did not have the nerve to take 
his own life.

Dahmer was grateful when 
he s u r v iv e d  a r a z o r  b la d e  
attack by a fellow inmate last 
July, accord ing  to Ratcliff.  
Dahmer was allegedly blud
geoned to death by another  
inmate Nov. 28.

D a h m e r  h ad  r e p o r te d ly  
agreed to an interview with 
Jam es Dobson o f  Focus on 
the Family to discuss how his 
a d d ic t i o n  to  p o r n o g r a p h y  
fueled his crimes.

New Bible Avoids Discrimination
A new Bible slated to be pub
lished by Oxford University 
Press is causing an outcry in 
Britain, according to Reuters 
News Service. The new trans
lation seeks to infuse nondis- 
criminatory language within 
the biblical text.

The Bible calls Jesus “The 
Human O ne” instead of  the 
“ Son o f  M a n .” It re fers  to 
God as “Father-Mother." In 
addition, “ the mighty hand”

Americans View the Bible as:

The actual word of God 33%

The inspired word of God

14%
An ancient book of fables, legends, his
tory, and moral precepts recorded by man

Source: Princeton Religion Research Center/Gallup, 1994

T w o - th i r d s  o f  A m e r ic a n  
a d u l t s  say  th e y  w o u ld  
approve o f  a l low ing  public 
schools to give nondevotional 
in s t ru c t io n  ab o u t  r e l ig io n ,  
according to a recent study by 
the P rinceton  R elig ion  R e
search C enter.  In add i t ion ,  
three out of four adults would 
not object to elective Bible 
c o u r s e s  o r  the  u se  o f  the 
Bible in public schools.

“Many people do not real
ize that the schools now can

teach religion and even use 
the Bible in classes  ju s t  so 
long as these things are done 
in a way that is nondevotion
al," said the report published 
in P R R C ’s Emerging Trends, 
November 1994. “The major
ity o f  adults, including p a r 
en ts  w ho  h ave  c h i ld re n  in 
p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  g iv e  th e i r  
approval to teaching religion 
in this way. However, only a 
few public schools are now 
doing so."

o f  G od  rep laces  “ the right 
hand" to avoid marginalizing 
left-handed persons.

A team of Oxford scholars 
eva lua ted  the text to d e te r 
mine its suitability for publi
c a t io n .  It w as  o r ig in a l ly  
scheduled for release in the 
U.S. this month.

“ I t ’s lu d ic ro u s  to invent 
language in this w ay ,” said 
G eorge Austin , archdeacon  
of New York, to reporters.

Religion in the Public Schools
The public schools in America are constitutionally prohibit
ed from  teaching any particular religion. Would you favor or 
oppose nondevotional instruction about various world reli
gions in the public schools in your community?

Protestant 
Roman Catholic 
Other

Favor
68%
67%
62%

Oppose
30%
32%
37%

Source: Princeton Religion Research Center/G allup, 1993

Employers Allowed to Restrain Religion
T h e  U .S .  E ig h th  C i rc u i t  
Court o f  Appeals, St. Louis, 
recently upheld an e m p lo y 
er 's  right to silence prosely- 
tizers whose religious views 
d is tu rb  o the r  w orkers .  The 
case involved the firing of  a 
g o v e r n m e n t  e m p lo y e e  o f  
Polk County, Iowa, who was 
a Christian.

T he  ju d g m e n t  so u g h t  to 
distinguish between restrain
ing conduct at work and the 
unconstitutional restraint o f  
religious beliefs.

T he  e m p lo y e e  had  been

o rd e red  to  r em o v e  a B ib le  
from his office and to stop 
re ligious counse ling  during 
work hours, according to the 
N ationa l Ins t i tu te  o f  B u s i 
n e s s  M a n a g e m e n t .  T h e  
em p lo y e e ,  w ho su p e rv ised  
50 persons,  often met with 
o t h e r s  in h is  o f f i c e  fo r  
p r a y e r .  W h e n  th e  c o u n t y  
was faced with eminent lay
offs, those who did not share 
the supervisor’s beliefs w or
ried that they would  be the 
firs t  persons  re leased  from 
work.

Men’s Movement Leader Resigns
to se rve  on the m i n i s t r y ’s 
b o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s  and  to 
speak at upcom ing  co n v e n 
tions.

McCartney's plans include 
d e v o t in g  m o re  t im e to his 
family and personal prayer.

Bill M cC artney ,  co founde r  
and key spokesperson for the 
P ro m is e  K e e p e r s  m e n ’s 
movement, has resigned his 
p o s i t io n  as h e a d  fo o tb a l l  
co ach  at the U n iv e rs i ty  of  
C olorado. He will continue
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V ital Statistics

Deaths
RUBY LEE BUMPUS, 83, B irm ingham , 

Ala,, Dec. 1. S urvivors: sons, John, Joel, 
R obert; d a u g h te rs , P au line  H e in m ille r , 
D oris  Davis ; 11 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 2 s tep - 
grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren.

OPAL C. COLLINS, 86, C hrism an, III., 
Nov. 16 . S u rv iv o rs :  d a u g h te rs , M a ry  
M urphy, Carol G ilbert; b ro ther, Ted Cox; 
four grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.

ALROY (ROY) M. COX, 82, Denton, Tex., 
Nov. 22. S urv ivo rs : w ife , M ild red ; sons, 
R oy J r . ,  R ic h a rd ; d a u g h te r ,  L i l l ie  
M cW hinney; s isters, L illie  Vaughn, Ruby 
Holland, Sadie Reid; brother, J. 0 . Cox; six 
grandchildren; one great-grandchild.

REV. SH E R M A N  N. C R A N D A LL, 59 , 
pastor of 32 years, L ivingston, Mont., Nov. 
26. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Donna; sons, Fred, 
T im o thy , David; da ughters, Faith Keller, 
Jo n i F rederick, C h ris ta l C randa ll, Laura 
F rederick; b ro th e rs , Jo hn , Tom ; s is te r, 
Betty Peterson; nine grandchildren.

RALPH C. DELCAMP, 91 , M oun t Ida, 
A rk ., Nov. 12. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , L u c ille ; 
sons, Hugh, Ralph; daughters, Ruth Rains, 
V irgin ia Kranz, Lucille Howe; brother, John

C a lv in ; s is te r ,  A nn a  H u m p h re y ; 20 
g ra n d ch ild re n ; 6 s te p g ra n d ch ild re n ; 25 
g r e a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ;  16 s te p -g re a t-  
g ra n d c h ild re n ;  one s te p -g re a t-g re a t-  
grandchild.

REV. JERRY L. DEMETRE, 61, Claremore, 
O kla ., Dec. 3. S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , B e tty ; 
daughters, Deborah Eastman, Teresa Van 
Zant; brother, James; three grandchildren.

JOHN A. FRANTZ, 75, Hoolehua, Hawaii, 
Nov. 19. S urvivors: w ife , Gertrude; sons, 
M itc h e ll,  K a lae ; d a u g h te rs ,  K a th lee n  
Lauder, M ary W ith e ro w , C o lleen Lane; 
brother, Alfred.

JEANINE GULLEY, 65, O verland Park, 
Kans., Oct. 26. Survivors: mother, Nettie; 
sisters, Colleen Chance; Mavis McNamaria; 
brother, Glen; stepbrother, Bob Gordon.

BARBARA HAM ILTON, Lebanon, Ind., 
O ct. 24 . S u rv iv o r :  h u sb a n d , so ng  
evangelist Max Hamilton.

REV. PAUL W. HICKS, 55, Pascagoula, 
M iss., May 10. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Sandra; 
son, Randy; one granddaughter.

REV. DALLAS W. JOHNSON, 68, and 
LOIS JOHNSON, 67, H u rrican e , W .Va., 
N ov . 26  and S ep t. 18 , re s p e c t iv e ly .

Survivors: son, Rev. Henry M.; daughter, 
Carol Totten; three grandchildren.

REV. MARVIN McKINNEY, 65, Olathe, 
Kans., Aug. 10. Survivors: w ife, Caroline; 
daughters, Debi J. Braundmeier, Denise J. 
Johnson, De Ann J. Reed, Deanna J. Rush, 
D eirdre J. S ills; bro ther, Trum an; sister, 
Ruby Eckhart; eight grandchildren.

REV. BERNICE BANGS MORGAN, 88, 
H o q u iu m , W ash ., N ov. 29 . S u rv iv o rs : 
husband, A lfred B.; brother, Carl; sisters, 
Mildred Bangs W ynkoop; Thelma Carlson; 
Olive Bangs; Florence Mason.

REBIA POTTER, 84, S pring fie ld , Mo., 
Oct. 23. Survivors: daughter, Jackie Ruth 
Kell; five grandchildren.

REV. C. L. RODDA, San Diego, Calif., Oct. 
6. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , N aom i; son , A lan; 
daughter, Nancy Fowler; sister, Ruth Vavold; 
six grandchildren; two great-grandchildren.

ELMER ERNEST ROPER, 101, V ictoria,
B.C., Canada, Nov. 12. Survivors: son, G. 
Lyall; daughters, Frances Kettelhut, Irene 
Coulter; 10 grandchildren; 18 great-grand
children; 2 great-great-granddaughters.

AUD N IA  L. (D AVIDSO N) SHARP, 55, 
Lodi, Calif., Oct. 30. Survivors: husband,

C harles; so ns , A aron, M ark; d a ugh te r, 
Carol; fou r grandchildren.

GRACE I. SH ELLEN BER G ER , 100, 
W ichita , Kans., Oct. 11. Survivors: sons, 
E lm e r, R o b e rt; d a u g h te rs ,  E lfr ie d a  
Shellenberger, Belle Nash; brother, Samuel 
K in g ; s is te r ,  B ess ie  Y o d e r; 12 
grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren.

REV. THOMAS L. SYKES, 51, Chatham, 
III., Nov. 19. Survivors: wife, Karen; son, 
Stephen Thomas; sister, Peggy Anderson; 
brothers, Robert, Fred.

ROBERT EUGENE WALLER, 56, El Paso, 
Tex., Sept. 23. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Sandra; 
s o n s , G re g o ry , M a rk , S teve n , K en t; 
daughter, Cindy; brother, Charles; sister, 
Rosalie Sturgis; five grandchildren.

REV. LUCIAN E. WELLS, 90, Louisville, 
Ky., pastor of 45 years, June 28. Survivors: 
so n , O tis  L .; d a u g h te rs , M. K a th lee n  
Shephard, E. Viola Fisher, Eunice E. Prater; 
9 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; 1 
great-great-grandchild.

OMA B. WOLFE, 73, Clinton, Okla., Sept. 
1. S urv ivors: husband, Rev. John; s tep 
son, M ark W ayne W olfe ; s tepdaugh te r, 
Brenda Gray; 10 stepgrandchildren.

RENEWED VISION
continued from  page 29

wrongly assume that managing m ar
ried  life is easy— som eth ing  they 
can do w ith their left hand w hile 
their right handles their vocational 
life. Husbands are trained to be ac
countants, salesm en, storekeepers, 
m anagers, and account executives. 
Yet despite evidence to the contrary, 
many assume they can be good hus
bands and fathers without devoting 
much thought to it or developing the 
necessary skills.

This wrong assumption results in 
too  m any h u sb an d s  th ro w in g  up 
their arms in despair when the solu
tion  to a fam ily  p rob lem  d o e sn ’t 
come easily. W hoever said marriage 
and family living would be easy? It 
can be very difficult to resolve rela
tional problems. Christian husbands 
n eed  to  be w ill in g  to  ask  fo r 
h e lp — so m eth in g  h u sb an d s have 
difficulty doing.

This means we must be intention
al ab o u t le a rn in g  the n e c e s sa ry  
skills to manage issues and com m u
nicate responsibly. After all, it’s not 
uncommon for men to take m anage
m ent skills training to better their 
performance at work. So why not do

the same with marriage skills? Such 
e x p e r t is e  is no t a u to m a tic a lly  
zapped upon us during the cerem o
ny! They were not bestowed on us 
at our p rem arital counse ling  ses
sions— assuming we had premarital 
counseling. If our family of origin 
( th e  la b o ra to ry  w h ere  we f irs t 
lea rn ed  the sk ills ) d id  no t teach  
Christlike ways to talk to one anoth
e r o r d id  n o t m o d e l p ro d u c tiv e  
m ethods o f resolving issues, then 
those skills are learned and prac
ticed  th ro u g h  en rich m en t or e n 
co u n te r g ro u p s , co u p le  re tre a ts , 
sem inars, w orkshops, and Sunday 
School classes. The applied infor
m ation , thus b eh av io r change, is 
available just for the asking.

It’s renewed vision, not lost art.
M arriage is renewed vision if we 

say and believe, “My m arriage to 
you is perm anently Christian. It is 
more important to me than winning, 
lo s in g , w ith d ra w in g , or fe e lin g  
com fortable.’’ It's a lost art if we say 
and thus believe, “W hatever feels 
right, as long as nobody gets hurt, 
there’s no reason for us not to do it.”

It's renewed vision if we learn to 
love our wives as in the towel-and- 
b a s in  love th a t sy m b o liz e s  how  
C h ris t lo v ed  the  C h u rc h — “ get

down and dirty” servanthood. I t’s a 
lost art if we continue to m isinter
p re t the sc r ip tu ra l in ju n c tio n  o f 
headship as taskmaster.

It’s renewed vision if we leave no 
stone u n tu rn ed  to convey  to  the 
em p ty  m a rr ia g e s , in or o u t o f 
church, that Jesus Christ is supreme 
in our m arriages. I ’m not talk ing 
about lip service in the lobby. I ’m 
talking transparency and appropriate 
disclosure in Promise Keepers and 
other small groups. It’s a lost art if 
we fail to view our relationship as 
C hristian witness— if we privatize 
it, stick it in the closet, keep it under 
a bushel and erroneously imply that 
“the spiritual dimension of my mar
riage is no one else’s business.” 

Marriage is renewed vision if we 
decide to be a leading-servant-learn- 
er in our marriage. It’s a lost art if 
we assume we have the skill to re
late to our w ives w ith verbal and 
emotional intimacy. If I can handle 
the h ie ra rc h ic a l re la tio n sh ip s  at 
work, surely I can handle the con
centric circles of relating at home.” 

Christian husband, renew your vi
sion of covenant promise, spiritual 
headship , salt and light, skill and 
commitment, and sleep good at night!
J. Paul Turner is coordinator o f family life min
istries for the Church o f the Nazarene. Hi
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EVELYN WOOLERY, 72, Ephrata, Wash,. 
Ju ly  6. Survivors: husband, Clyde; sons, 
C lif fo rd ,  La w ren ce ; th re e  s is te rs ;  one 
brother; seven grandchildren; three great
grandchildren.

JOSEPH ELDON YANCEY, 84, 
Horseshoe Bend, Ark., Oct. 27. Survivors: 
wife, Epper; 2 daughters; 1 son; 2 sisters; 
5 b ro the rs; 10 g rand ch ild re n ; 21 g rea t
grandchildren.

BEATRICE (B E TTY ) Y EID ER , 88, 
N o rth rid g e , C a lif., Nov. 28. S u rv ivo rs : 
husband, fo rm e r Canada Pacific (Canada 
West) D istrict Superintendent Roy Yeider; 
son, Bob; daughter, Sharon.

Births
to  RICK AND JERI (M IN E R ) DAVIS, 

S co ttsdale, A riz ., a g irl, M organ Nicole, 
Nov. 10

to  ROBERT AND SH AR LA  (D U R R ) 
FINCH, Frisco, Tex., a boy, Robert Glenn, 
Jr., Oct. 14 

to THOMAS AND KATHLEEN (RICHEY) 
JACOB, G ahanna, O h io , a boy, P h ilip , 
March 11

to  SCOTT AND RHONDA (KRATZER) 
W ALKER, Suisun C ity, Calif., tw in  g irls , 
Mikayla Joy and Brianna Kaye, July 1

Marriages
KIRBY BR YAN T SUTTON and ANNE 

CAROLYN TEW, Oct. 1, at Fairfax, Va.

Anniversaries
FRANCIS AND IRENE (SPAIN) CUNDIFF, 

H oopeston, III., recen tly ce lebrated the ir 
50 th anniversary at an open house w ith  
th e ir  c h ild re n ,  g ra n d c h ild re n ,  g re a t-  
g ra n d d a u g h te r, f r ie n d s ,  and re la tive s  
present.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
G. KELVYN R. ADAMS, from  evangelism to 

pastor, Elmsdale, P.E.l.
GLENN L. AMERSEN, from  Malden (M o.)

First, to Park Hills. Mo.
A. J. ANDERSON, from  associate, Spokane 

(Wash.) Valley, to pastor, Pasco, Wash. 
JOHN F, ANGUISH, from  Strong, Maine, to 

Eliot, Maine 
DAVID BAKER, fro m  Dodge C ity (Kans.)

College Heights, to Wickes, Ark.
STEVE R. BAKER, from  pastor, Albany (Ga.)

First, to evangelism 
W INSTON J. BARKER, fro m  assoc ia te , 

A m arillo  (Tex.) First, to pastor, Fritch, 
Tex.

RONALD R. BARR, from  Villa Grove, III., to 
Paris (III.) First 

LYNN R. BEAN, from  Columbia (Mo.) First, 
to Alvin, Tex.

MERRILL S. BENNETT, to pastor, Molokai, 
Hawaii

A. T IM O TH Y BESS, fro m  M o u n d s v ille , 
W.Va., to Chester, W.Va.

BARRY J. BEVERAGE, from  Huron, S.Dak., 
to Wells, Maine 

THOMAS A. BOW MAN, fro m  assoc ia te , 
Blythe, Calif., to pastor, Weiser, Idaho 

CARL J. (C. J.) BRYANT, from  associate, 
Snoqualmie, Wash., to pastor, Parkdale, 
Oreg.

DENNIS C AM P BE LL, to  p a s to r, 
Bloomington (Ind.) First 

GEREN L. CARNAHAN, from  Arlington (Va.)
First, to Collingdale. Pa.

J IM  T CARNELL, fro m  pastor, B ow ling

Green, M o., to  assoc ia te , Fort W orth  
(Tex.) River Oaks 

KENNETH R. CHILDRESS, from  Simi Valley.
Calif., to Dinuba, Calif.

W ILLIAM L. (BILL) COBB, from  evangelism 
to pastor, Richland (Wash.) First 

JASON R. CONDON, from  associate, South 
P ortland , M aine, to  assoc ia te , H ilton  
(N.Y.) New Life Community 

JOHN S. CRAMER, from  Fawn Grove, Md., 
to Lowville (N.Y.) Bethel 

GARY L. DAUD, from  Macon. Mo., to Union, 
Mo.

ALAN R. DICER, from  Adrian (M ich.) First, 
to Brazil, Ind.

JAMES T. DUNN, from  M artinez, Ga., to 
Warm Springs (Ga.) Harmony 

JEFFREY D. FA IR C H ILD , f ro m  p a s to r, 
Mauston, Wis., to chaplaincy 

CLIFFORD R. FISHER, from  Banning, Calif., 
to Tulare (Calif.) Wayside 

STEPHEN C. FLOYD, from  Temple, Wise., to 
M inong (Wise.) Faith 

JAMES E. FOLSOM, from  Blackwell (Okla.)
First, to Greenville (M iss.) First 

TIM  W. GATES, fro m  associate, Raleigh 
(N.C.) First, to pastor, Dodge City, Kans. 

ELMER L. GILLETT, from  Lynnwood (Calif.) 
Faith C om m un ity , to  B rook lyn  (N .Y .) 
M iller Memorial

C. B. GLIDDEN, JR., from  associate, Tulsa 
(O kla .) Central, to  pastor, Fort W orth  
(Tex.) First

STEPHEN J. GOCKING, from  student, Olivet 
Nazarene University, to pastor, Carlins- 
ville (III.) First 

ERNIE L GRAY, fro m  Sparta, Tenn., to 
Atlanta (Ga.) Riverside 

DWIGHT MOODY GUNTER II, from  Midland 
(S.C.) Valley First, to Richardson, Tex. 

ROBERT M. HAMM, from  Meta (Mo.) Ricker 
Memorial, to Wapello, Iowa 

CHARLES B. HARRIS, from  associate, San 
A n to n io  (T ex .) W est End, to  p a s to r, 
Lynnwood (Calif.) Faith Community 

M ARK T. HODGE, fro m  assoc ia te , Kent 
(Wash.) First, to associate, Atlanta (Ga.) 
First

KERMIT M. HUDSON, JR., from  Titusville 
(Fla.) First, to Jackson, Miss.

LARRY R. JOHNSON, from  Littlefield. Tex., 
to Norman, Okla.

HOMER B. JONES, from  Beattyville, Ky., to 
Columbus (Ga.) First 

FRANCIS D. KETNER, JR., from  M attoon 
(III.) First, to Fort Scott (Kans.) West Park 

CURTIS L. KOSCHESKI, from  W rightsville, 
Ga., to Donalsville (Ga.) First 

TODD L. LaFOND, from  Rockton, III., to 
Portland, Mich.

DONALD E. LAIN, from  Springwater, N.Y., 
to Syracuse (N.Y.) Immanuel 

DO NALD LA W S O N , f ro m  s tu d e n t,  
N azarene B ib le  C o lle g e , to  p a s to r, 
Auburn, III.

H. DALE LILLY, from  Benson, Ariz., to Pilot 
Rock, Oreg.

E. R. McCLURE, from  Terre Haute (Ind .)
Southside, to Freedom, Ind.

L. TH U R L M AN N , fro m  e v a n g e lism  to  
pastor, Bradenton (Fla.) First 

TERRY V. M ATTSO N , fro m  a s s o c ia te , 
V a n co u ve r (W a s h .) L ib e r ty  B ib le  of 
Hazel Dell, to pastor, Seattle (W ash.) 
West

KEN M ITC HELL, fro m  H arling en  (T ex.)
First, to Pittsfield, III.

GARY W. MONK, from  Eau Gallie, Fla., to 
High Point (N.C.) Oak Hollow 

DOUGLAS K. MOORE, fro m  assoc ia te , 
Mattoon (III.) First, to Georgetown, III. 

MICHAEL N. MYERS, from  Virginia Beach,

Va., to Post Falls, Idaho 
JAMES E. OAKLEY, fro m  S lide ll, La., to 

Sandpoint, Idaho 
RONALD L. PERRY, fro m  V a lley  V iew , 

W.Va., to Moundsville, W.Va.
M IC H A E L L. REEVES, f ro m  s tu d e n t, 

N azarene T h e o lo g ic a l S e m in a ry , to  
pastor, Livermore Falls. Maine 

STEPHEN D. RHOADES, from  Franklin, Ky., 
to Martinez, Ga.

WARNER ROBY, from  student, Trevecca 
Nazarene College, to pastor, Gilmer, Tex. 

DW IG HT ROWE, to  pa s to r, T u c u m ca ri, 
N.Mex.

MICHAEL T. SANDERS, fro m  associate, 
Puyallup. W ash., to pastor, Vancouver 
(Wash.) Fourth Plain 

LOUIS M. SCARBROUGH, to pastor, Cache 
(Okla.) First 

VICTOR S. SCHREFFLER. from  San Antonio 
(Tex.) Community, to Blue Springs (Mo.) 
First

DAVID M. SHAW, from  pastor. Rockville, 
Md., to associate, Gaithersburg, Md. 

JAMES D. SHEARER, from  Monmouth, III., 
to Chrisman, III.

R ALLEN SHORTRIDGE, from  Akron (Ohio) 
Kenmore. to Columbia (S.C.) First 

MELVIN J. SKEEN, from  Tacoma (W ash.)
Lakewood, to Farmington, Mo.

STEPHEN R. SMITH, from  Lexington (S.C.) 
S hepherd C om m un ity , to Chesapeake 
(Va.) First

KEVIN A. SNEED, from  associate, Decatur 
(III.) Parkway to pastor, Oakwood, III. 

DAVID W. SORENSEN, from  Oakwood, III., 
to Royalton, III.

RICK D. SPRONG, from  student, Nazarene 
B ible College, to pastor. New London 
(W is.) Christ Fellowship 

LARRY D. STARKS, from  Granby, Mo., to 
Stephenville, Tex.

RANDY STATELER to pastor, West Franklin. 
III.

CHRIS SUTHERLAND, from  Covington (Ky.)
First, to Decatur (III.) First 

TROY N. TEETER, from  student to pastor.
Nashville (Ind.) Parkview 

WALTER W. THOMPSON, from  Imlay City, 
Mich., to Seagraves, Tex.

CYNTHIA K. TRANSMEIER. from  associate, 
Los Angeles (Calif.) First, to associate, 
Grand Junction (Colo.) First 

STEVE TROUT, fro m  s tu d e n t, Nazarene 
Bible College, to pastor, Noble, Okla.

LISA K. TUEMLER, from  associate, Concord 
(N.C.) First, to Cherokee, N.C.

EVERETT C. T U S T IN , f ro m  a s so c ia te , 
S pokane  (W a s h .) F irs t, to  p a s to r, 
Meridian (Idaho) Valley 

CHARLES E. WILLSON, from  Eliot, Maine, 
to Fairfield, Maine

B. JOE W ILS O N , f ro m  p a s to r. M o u n t 
Pleasant, Tex., to associate, North Little 
Rock (Ark.) Friendly Chapel 

KENNETH WILSON, from  Pomona (Calif.)
First, to Jamestown (N.Dak.) First 

D. DEWEY W ISE, fro m  C o lum bia  (S .C.)
Grace, to Rock Hill (S.C.) First 

BRUCE D. YATES, to pastor. West Union. III.

Recommendations
The fo llow ing  have been recommended 

by the ir respective d istrict superintendents:
JOE S U TH E R LA N D , e v a n g e lis t ,  573  

Macclenny Ave., Macclenny, FL 32063, by
D. M oody Gunter, North Florida District.

CARL POWERS, evangelist, Box 10099, 
Killeen, TX 76547-0099, by Jerry W. White, 
Northwest Oklahoma District.

R IC H A R D  AND PENNIE HUG HES.

e v a n g e lis ts ,  2 5 2 0  S ilv e r ,  El Paso, TX 
79930, by W oodie J. Stevens, New Mexico 
D istrict.

BRIAN AND DEBBIE W ALKER, m us ic  
e v a n g e lis ts , P.O. Box 25 964 , C o lo rado  
S p rin g s , CO 80 936 , by Leon F W yss, 
Colorado District.

Moving Missionaries
ANDERSON, REV. JOHN and DORIS, India. 

Furlough Address: c/o Arlene B. Allen. 
450 Bresee, Bourbonnais, IL 60914-2265 

BLOWERS, MR. DAVID and CARISA. Haiti. 
Field Address: c/o MFI-Nazarene, P.O. 
Box 15665, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

CROFFORD, REV. DAVID and CINDY, Haiti. 
Field Address: c/o  MFI-Nazarene. P.O. 
Box 15665. West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

D iSAN TE, M R. ED and CHARLEEN. 
M adagascar, Field A dd ress: BP 5102 
A n ta n a n a r iv o  101, M AD AG ASC AR . 
AFRICA

DOUGHARTY, DR. KENT and MARY, Cote 
d ’ Ivoire. New Field Address: 22 BP 623, 
A b id ja n  22 , COTE D ’ IVO IR E, W EST 
AFRICA

DUNN, DR. ROBERT and CONNIE, Australia. 
F ie ld  A d d re s s : 40 W o o d la n d s  D r.. 
T ho rn lan ds , Q ueensland, 4164 . AU S
TRALIA

HAN N AY. M R. SCOTT and PAM ELA. 
G uatem ala. Field A ddress: Costa Rica 
Language School, Apartado 250-2010. 
San Jose, COSTA RICA 

JONES, MISS KAREN, Portugal. New Field 
Address: Rua Castilho, 209-4 Dto, 1070 
Lisboa, PORTUGAL 

KETCHUM. REV. TERRY and KATHIE, Haiti, 
Field Address: c/o  MFI-Nazarene. P 0. 
Box 15665. West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

MESSER. REV. DON and BARBARA. Africa 
Outreach M in istries. Field Address: P.O. 
Box 21562. 1733 Helderkruin, REPUBLIC 
OF SOUTH AFRICA 

MOWRY, REVS. JONATHAN and KATHRYN. 
R ussia , Field A dd ress: C hurch  of the 
Nazarene, c/o  Post In te rna tiona l. Inc.. 
666 Fifth A v e , Suite 572, New York, NY 
10103

ROTZ, REV. JAM ES and CAROL. Kenya, 
Field Address: P.O. Box 53067, Nairobi 
KENYA, EAST AFRICA 

SRADER, REV. DUANE and L IN D A . 
P o r tu g a l, New F ie ld  A d d re s s : Rua 
C a s tilh o , 2 0 9 -4  D to , 1 0 70  L isb o a . 
PORTUGAL 

TERRY, MISS DOROTHY, Swaziland, New 
Furlough Address: 8200 Pines Rd , Apt. 
1005, Shreveport, LA 71129 

TREDOUX, REV. GIDEON and JEANETTE. 
M a la w i, F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : c /o
S tutta fo rds Van Lines, P.O. Box 15803. 
0039 Lynn East, Pretoria. REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

W AG NER. REV. LAR R Y and JANET. 
P h ilip p in e s , New F u rlo u g h  A d d re ss : 
16631 W. 139th . No. 527. Olathe, KS 
66062

WEISEN. MR JAN. Romania, Field Address: 
CP 141, O fic iu l Postal Nr7, Bucharest, 
COD 75300, ROMANIA

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SU PERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
6 4 1 3 1 . D o n a ld  D. O w ens , c h a irm a n ; 
W illiam  J. Prince, vice-chairm an; James H. 
Diehl, secretary; Jerald D. Johnson, John 
A. Knight, Paul G. Cunningham.
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When You Pray

Living with the 
Lord’s Prayer—Part 4

E. DEE FREEBORN

E. Dee Freeborn tea ches  p ra c tic a l th e o l
o g y  a n d  sp ir itu a l fo rm a tio n  a t N azarene  
Theo log ica l Sem inary.

H e r  a r m  g e n t l y  e n c i r c l e d  the 
shoulders o f  one o f  the boys in our 
teen choir  as they went through the 
door. We had ju s t  finished a concert 
while on a national tour, and she was 
his hostess for the evening. Rosie, our 
housing  manager, called the incident 
to my attention, and, as they left the 
fellowship  hall,  told me the story.

Within the past year, the w o m a n ’s 
husband  had tried to give roadside as
sistance to two African-A m erican 
teenagers w ho  then robbed  and m u r
dered him. The w om an  had purposely 
requested our teen to stay in her 
hom e that evening. With tears c loud
ing m y eyes, I w atched them  leave to 
gether— the w om an  who was able to 
forgive, and our teen— an African- 
American.

"Forg ive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our deb tors” (M atthew  
6:12, n i v ). The longer we stay with 
the L o rd ’s Prayer, the m ore profound, 
i l luminating, and convicting  it b e 
comes. After asking for daily bread 
com es the second great request— for
giveness. The w ord “debts” implies 
all the sins that have gone into build
ing a wall between G od and our
selves. H ow  can a deb tor  so sham e
lessly ask his creditor to forgive his 
debt? The debt is overw helm ing , as

the parable o f  the w icked servant in 
18:23-35 so vividly portrays. Yet, Je 
sus is here, inviting us to ask the F a
ther to obliterate our debts!

This is unbelievable! As Frederick 
Bruner exclaims, “To be able to ask 
G od the Father simply to remit debt 
and to overlook sins is breathtaking" 
(The Christ Book [Waco: Word 
Books, 1987], 251, em phasis mine). 
W hat a life-changing experience to 
be forgiven, set free by the loving F a
ther who is in heaven!

It is, however, the second ha lf  o f  
the petition that is the challenge: “ for
give, as we forgive." This phrase is 
not a condition o f  G o d ’s forgiveness. 
If  G o d ’s forgiveness is based on our 
forgiving others, or if it is interpreted 
as forcing G od  to forgive, then it goes 
contrary to the whole tenor and teach
ing o f  the N ew  Testament. We are 
forgiven by G o d ’s grace, uncond i
tionally, nothing else.

Rather  than a condition, 
the pet i t ion’s second part 
signals the quality and 
sincerity o f  our  Christian 
lives. To be forgiven by 
the Father m oves us ou t
ward to others. To ask for 
forgiveness but refuse it 
to som eone else belies the 
integrity o f  our relation
ship with the G od who 
unconditionally  forgives.
Here is the possibility o f  a 
treacherous minefield o f  deception. 
Without forgiving others, we pray 
while living a lie!

Bruner warns, “The fifth petition's 
r ider clearly reminds its pray-ers that 
we illegitimately ask for a m ercy that 
we refuse to give. If w ithout forgiving 
som eone (who is or could  be repen
tant) we then pray ‘forgive us as we 
have forg iven ,’ do  we realize what 
we have prayed? We have prayed a 
curse on our own heads” (253).

We m ust adm it that forgiving is not 
an easy assignment. It is not the “nor
m al” hum an response to hurts unde
served. Daily m edia  information il
lustrates that the com m on response is 
revenge, getting even, holding a 
grudge. It is only by grace that we 
can forgive, but that doesn 't  m ake it 
easy.

We must be careful not to trivialize 
forgiveness. Dealing with life ’s irrita
tions does not call for forgiveness. It 
m ay call for graciousness o f  spirit, 
patience, or perseverance, but not for
giveness. To "forgive” som eone who 
cuts us off  on the freeway, beats us to 
the remaining parking spot, o r  makes 
a m istake is to diminish the power 
and m eaning o f  true forgiveness.

As Lewis Smedes so eloquently 
writes, "Forgiveness is for acts o f  be
trayal and disloyalty, actions which 
are both deep and m oral” (“Forg ive
ness: The Pow er  to Change the Past,” 
Christianity Today. Jan. 7, 1983). To 
forgive at this level is not always easy 
and m ay take time. But when we can 
allow G o d ’s liberating grace to flow 
through us to forgiveness o f  another, 
there is true freedom! Forgiveness 
stops the treadmill o f  revenge and 
turns off the video of  wrongs that 
plays over and over in our minds.

“To forgive is to put dow n your 50-

pound pack after a 10-mile cl imb up 
a mountain. To forgive is to fall into a 
chair  after a 15-mile marathon. To 
forgive is to set a prisoner free and 
discover that the prisoner was you. To 
forgive is to reach back into your 
hurting past and re-create it in your 
m em ory  so that you can begin again. 
To forgive is to dance to the beat o f  
G o d ’s forgiving heart. It is to ride the 
crest o f  lo v e ’s strongest w ave” 
(Smedes, 26).

Forgiving is not the normal 
human response to hurts 
undeserved.

F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 5 45



Observer at Large

Rat Race or 
Eagle’s Wings

JOHN C. BOWLING

John C. Bowling is p re s id e n t o f  O livet 
N azarene University.

I s t a y e d  in  a  h o m e  recently where 
the family pet was a white rat named 
“Crackers.” It lived in a cage beside 
the kitchen table. As I came down 
early the first morning for a solitary 
cup of coffee, I realized I was under 
surveillance. I was being watched 
from three feet away by a pair of tiny 
red eyes.

Throughout the weekend, “Crack
ers” would climb onto a wheel inside 
the cage and run and run. Perhaps, for 
the pet, it was a harmless, maybe 
even helpful, diversion.

For people, however, such a rat 
race, a treadmill with no end and no 
goal, extracts a terrific toll.

Four types of people are most like
ly to get trapped in a rat race exis
tence:

1. Persons with a driving need to 
be successful or with a passion for 
achievement.

2. The overcommitted individual, 
the person who cannot say “no."

3. The person who must live up to 
unrealistic self-expectations of per
fection or to the desires of others.

4. The person whose work pro
vides the sole income for a lot of peo
ple.

Do you fit any of these profiles? If 
so, there is a word from God concern
ing the rat race routine.

In Isaiah chapter 40, one of the sil
ver chapters in a golden book, are 
these words of encouragement:

“Do you not know? Have you not 
heard? The L o r d  is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He will not grow tired or 
weary, and his understanding no one 
can fathom. He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the 
weak. Even youths grow tired and 
weary, and young men stumble and 
fall; but those who hope in the L o r d  
will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:28- 
31, n i v ).

The verse immediately preceding 
this passage is almost modem in the 
despondency it reveals: “My way is 
hidden from the L o r d ; my cause is 
disregarded by my God” (v. 27, n i v ).

The prophet offers two questions 
that focus not on the hu
man situation but upon 
the Divine adequacy. One 
deals with the present,
“Do you not know?” The 
other is cast in the past 
tense, “Have you not 
heard?”

What is it that we 
should know? What have 
we heard, yet not remem
bered?

1. God’s Eternal Na
ture

“The L o r d  is the everlasting God” 
(v. 28, n i v ).

For those of us who feverishly look 
at our watches, diligently study our 
calendars, and become enslaved by 
our schedules, Isaiah says— don’t for
get to look to the Eternal One— He 
“is the everlasting God, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth.”

There is only one who stands be
yond it all, and the Bible calls us to

stop our frantic run from place to 
place to place— stop and remember 
the Eternal One.

2. The Inexhaustibility of God’s 
Resources

“He will not grow tired or weary.”
There are four stages of the human 

rat race.
First, there is a task or a challenge. 

With this comes excitement, the an
ticipation of achievement.

Second is commitment. The deci
sion to pursue the goal. But after a 
time, that pursuit becomes routine 
and perfunctory and leads to the third 
stage of the rat race, which is contain
ment. We are trapped and driven by 
that which we once pursued with en
ergy and joy.

Fourth comes collapse. We quit 
caring. We bum out. We quit. It is a 
moment of implosion and exhaustion 
of body, mind, and spirit.

Too many folks experience this 
pattern: challenge, commitment, con
tainment, and sometimes collapse.

But, in contrast to this, the Bible 
says, “Those who hope in the L o r d  
will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint." What a con
trast, from rat race to eagle’s wings.

When an eagle is soaring, it is fly

ing, not by its own power, but is be
ing lifted and transported by the great 
unseen thermal currents rising from 
the earth. The eagle soars on the 
strength of the wind, and so may we.

The breath of God, His Holy Spirit, 
can so fill one’s life with His pres
ence, that there results a buoyancy 
and lift of spirit that enables any who 
will put their hope in the Lord to rise 
above the rat race. Why ran when 
you can soar! ^

W e quit caring. W e 
burn out. W e quit. It is a 
m om ent of im plosion 
and exhaustion.
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N otes from  an ed ito r’s jo u rn a l 

by M ark G raham , M anaging Editor

Purple-Headed Christians

A recent visit to my brother’s home in 
Nashville brought to mind a truth I 
learned long ago, but of which I 
must be reminded from time to time.

As I parked my car in front of the house, I 
noticed M ike’s oldest son, 15-year-old 
Stephen, standing in the garage trying to start 
the mower (what an industrious kid!). My 
eyes locked on his cherubic face as I ambled 
across the yard to give him a hug. At the same 
time, my peripheral vision 
caught a glow of color ema
nating from the top of his 
head. My first impression 
was that he must be a St.
Louis Cardinals ' fan, but 
when 1 backed off and 
glanced up, I realized that the 
color was there—but no hat!

I didn't say anything, but I must say it was 
a surprise. Stephen is a handsome lad with 
blonde hair (most of the time).

When I visited with his dad. Michael told 
me that it was part of Stephen’s way of wit
nessing for Christ at his new school. Prior to 
this year. Steve and his brother, Cary, hpd 
both attended parochial schools, but this 
year, their parents decided the boys should 
attend public schools.

It wasn't long before Stephen was “hang
ing" with a few other Christians at school. 
The guys had an interest in playing music, so 
they decided to form a band of their own. 
They also decided to dye their hair purple 
(although for the life of me, it looked more 
candy-apple-red than purple) and voila— 
thus was born “The Purple-Headed Chris
tians.”

1 visited with some of Stephen’s friends 
while 1 was in Nashville. They were friendly 
and attentive, but their hair was really 
strange.

Stephen and Cary are good kids. They are 
respectful and fun to be with. They love 
video games and sports. Stephen's game is 
football; Cary is the next Michael Jordan 
when it comes to basketball. During our time 
together, I gave them each ten bucks to 
spend at the video arcade. On Sunday morn
ing, as 1 sat in church with the boys, 1 
watched Stephen pull out an offering enve
lope, drop in his ten spot, and sign his name 
on the envelope with a pencil. Not bad for a 
kid with purple hair!

Unfortunately, there are some who think 
that every young person who pierces his ear 
or dyes her hair an unusual shade of the 
rainbow is a bad kid and not to be trusted. I 
must say that the clothes some young people 
wear today make Bela Lugosi’s vampire at
tire of the 1950s look normal, but I don’t 
think they are doing it just to be weird.

It wasn't so long ago that many of my 
generation (myself included) were running 

around with long hair, 
beads, paisley Nehru jack
ets, and bell-bottom pants 
with Day-Glo peace signs 
plastered to them. Some 
older folks didn’t trust us in 
those days either. But some 
of them with vision (and a 
bit of imagination) could 

gaze beneath our colorful facades to see the 
young men and women who were in there 
trying to get out. Somehow, they understood 
that we were just searching for our indepen
dence as a natural part of the maturation 
process from adolescence to adulthood.

I thank God that some of the Christians in 
my home church accepted me uncondition
ally and showed me love despite my occa
sional wanderings from the nest of confor
mity. Were it not for them, 1 might have 
been more attracted to the non-Christian 
folks who didn’t seem to care how I was 
dressed and. consequently, to a negative 
lifestyle.

Dressing in shades of black and baggy 
clothes is not my style, but it shouldn't be a 
barrier to my reaching out to the kids next 
door who choose to dress that way. Paul 
said he became all things to all people in or
der that he might save some. That could 
mean that we must look beyond the facades 
of our young people to see them for what 
they are—tenderhearted persons for whom 
Christ died.

So, you see, being a “Purple-Headed 
Christian" might not exactly be my way or 
your way of praising God, but it might just 
work for someone who is 15 years old.

Anyway, let’s encourage and pray for 
these guys and the other kids like them (and 
hope that the dye washes out).

They were  fr iendly  
and attentive,  

but their  hair  was  
real ly strange.
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Late News

Brower Elected President of NPH
Bob B row er,  44, has been  
e lec ted  p residen t o f  N az a
r e n e  P u b l i s h in g  H o u s e ,  
according to General Secre
ta ry  J a c k  S to n e  w h o  a n 
nounced the General Board 
ballot Dec. 13.

B ro w er ,  w ho  a c 
c e p te d  th e  a s s i g n 
m ent, had served at 
M id A m e r i c a  N a z 
arene College since 
1979 . F o r  th e  p a s t  
f iv e  y e a r s ,  he  w as  
v ic e  p r e s id e n t  fo r  
inst itu tional advancem ent.  
From 1986 to 1989, he was 
dean of innovative education 
and graduate studies. He was 
a s s o c ia te  a c a d e m ic  d ea n  
from 1983 to 1986. During 
the four years prior to this, 
he was director o f  Title III 
programs and assistant pro
fessor o f  communications.

From 1974 to 1979, Brow
er served on staff at Trevecca 
Nazarene College as assistant 
professor o f  communications, 
assistant director o f  adm is
sions and public  re la tions,  

a n d  as d i r e c to r  o f  
Title III programs.

A layman, Brower 
is a graduate of  TNC 
w ith  an M .A .  in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
from the University  
o f  C inc inna t i  and a 
P h .D .  in o r g a n i z a 

t io n a l  an d  i n te r p e r s o n a l  
c o m m u n ic a t i o n  f ro m  the  
University of  Kansas.

He and his  w ife, L inda,  
h a v e  a so n ,  J e f f ,  an d  a 
daughter, Julie.

Brower replaces Robert L. 
Foster, who was elected to the 
pos it ion  o f  H eadquar te rs  
Financial Officer in July 1994.

Mrs. Williamson Dies at 95

Mount Vernon Student Injured in Explosion

Audrey J. Williamson, 95, the 
wife of the late General Super
intendent G. B. Williamson, 
died Sunday evening, Dec. 11, 
in her  room  at the 
C h eyenne  M ounta in  
Nursing Center in Col
orado Springs. Death 
was attributed to natur
al causes.

A memorial service 
was held Dec. 29 in 
the chapel  at N a z a 
rene Theological Seminary in 
Kansas City. Neil B. W ise
man officiated. Paul G. Cun
ningham spoke.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband in Dec. 1981. 
Survivors include: three chil
dren, Maylou Cook, wife of 
E u ra s ia  R eg iona l  D irec to r  
Franklin Cook; Joseph, dean 
o f  the chape l  at P r ince ton  
University; and John, chap
lain at Nazarene Bible C ol
lege; seven  g randch ild ren ;  
and six great-grandchildren.

The family asked that memo
rial contributions be made to

Nazarene Bible College.
M rs.  W i l l i a m s o n  w as  a 

g ra d u a te  o f  Jo h n  F le tc h e r  
C o l leg e ,  w here  she s u b s e 

qu en t ly  taugh t .  She 
rec e iv e d  a m a s t e r ’s 
degree in speech from 
Northwestern Univer
s i ty .  She m a r r ie d  
G. B. Williamson on 
J u n e  6, 1931 , a f te r  
which they moved to 
C leveland, where he 

p a s to r e d  C l e v e la n d  F i r s t  
C hurch  until 1936. During 
this time, she was instrumen
tal in founding a youth orga
nization that was a precursor 
to the Nazarene Young Peo
p le’s Society.

From 1936 to 1945, Rev. 
Williamson was president of 
Eas tern  N azarene  C ollege .  
D u rin g  th is  t im e,  M rs. 
W il l ia m so n  taugh t  speech ,  
violin, and conducted the ENC 
orchestra. She began to write 
books  and  speak  p u b l ic ly  
when Rev. W illiam son was 
elected to the Board of General

A s tu d e n t  w as  s e r io u s ly  
burned in an explosion on the 
M o u n t  V e r n o n  N a z a r e n e  
C o l le g e  C a m p u s  N ov .  28. 
W orkers  for C o lum bia  Gas 
Com pany and the local fire 
departm ent investigated the 
e x p lo s io n  tha t  o c c u r re d  at 
11:15 a . m . The cause was a 
de fe c t iv e  u n d e rg ro u n d  gas 
pipe connection installed by 
Columbia Gas, according to
E. LeBron Fairbanks, MVNC 
p r e s id e n t .  T h e  f a u l ty  “ T ” 
con n e c t io n  is 46 feet from 
the building where the explo
sion occurred.

T h e  e x p l o s io n  a f f e c te d  
only one room in Oakw ood 
Hall,  a dorm  for  f re sh m e n  
m en. S te p h e n  B a ll ,  18, o f  
Mount Vemon, suffered sec
ond- and third-degree burns 
on the upper part of his body. 
He was admitted to the burn 
center at Ohio State Univer
sity Hospital.

A c c o rd in g  to F a irb an k s ,  
the accident occurred  when 
Ba ll  a t t e m p te d  to  l ig h t  a 
scented candle in his room. 
The flame apparently ignited 
a pocket o f  gas. Ball was res
cued by a worker for the gas 
company who was checking 
for signs of gas.

Fairbanks said C o lum bia

Superintendents in 1946.
F o l lo w in g  W i l l i a m s o n 's  

retirement from the general 
superintendency, he and Mrs. 
Williamson served for more 
than a decade as professors at 
N azarene  B ib le  C o l lege  in 
Colorado Springs, where she 
primarily taught speech.

O ne o f  th o se  h e lp e d  by 
Mrs. Williamson was General 
Superintendent Paul G. C un
ningham, according to George 
R ic e ’s book A udrey J. W il
liamson— Woman o f  the W ord  
(Beacon Hill Press of Kansas 
City, 1992). As a sem inary  
student, Cunningham suffered 
from a speech aphobia, a tem
porary loss of speech caused

Gas employees were on-cam- 
pus an hour prior to the explo
sion. They were called after a 
security guard noticed the odor 
o f  gas  in the yard  be tw een  
Cedar F and Oakwood Hall on 
the  S a tu rd a y  p r io r  to  the 
e x p lo s io n .  An im m e d ia te  
check by Physical Plant Direc
tor  D enny  T a y lo r  fa iled  to 
detect anything, but gas com
pany officials were called to 
the campus Monday morning.

“G as offic ia ls  tu rned  o ff  
the line to Oakwood Hall and 
tes ted  for gas  leaks in and 
around the building prior to 
the incident,” said Fairbanks. 
"They tested the corner room 
adjacent to Steve Ball’s room 
one hour  before  the e x p lo 
sion. They found no evidence 
of  leakage in the area, did not 
ask for  an e v a cu a t io n ,  and 
reported nothing unusual to 
school officials.”

Oakwood Hall is heated by 
electricity. The gas line near 
the dorm  leads to a central 
domestic hot water facility.

O a k w o o d  H all ,  h o u s in g  
153 men, and Cedar F Apart
m en ts ,  w ith  36 m e n ,  w ere  
closed im m edia te ly  fo l lo w 
ing the explosion. Temporary 
h o u s in g  w as set up in the 
Donoho Recreation Center.

by the fa i lu re  o f  his voca l  
chords  to respond  in s i tu a 
tions of stress.

“ M rs.  G. B. W i l l ia m so n  
intersected my life at a strate
gic moment in my first year at 
Nazarene Theological Sem i
n a r y , ” s a id  C u n n in g h a m .  
“Through the years, she con
tinued to encourage me and 
pray for me. My story is not 
unique. Litera lly  thousands 
have been indelibly imprinted 
with the power of her life."

She was the author o f  six 
books ,  the m ost no tab le  o f  
which was Far Above Rubies. 
She w as  h o n o re d  w ith  the 
d o c to r  o f  law s  and  le t te rs  
degree by ENC in 1971.
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atch anew as Jesus prays His 
prayer of submission to the 
Father’s will; as He passes 

through the sting of betrayal; as He faces undaunted the inhumane treat
ment of hatred; and as He speaks unexpected last words that leave a legacy 
of love. Walk with Jesus from the garden to the tomb, to that first Easter 
morning, the dawning of hope and joy. For the shadow of the Cross is the 
anguished prelude to the best news you will ever hear: “He has risen!”
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SING TO 
THE LORD Hymmlsfor. Accompaniment,Pulpit, Home Use

LARGE PRINT, WORDS ONLY EDITION
For those who desire larger print, this volume is a godsend. It is complete with all hym ns and read
ings, but words only. The book is the sam e size as the pew edition, only slightly thicker. Beautiful 
black binding with gold lettering.

Ideal for: church use, as a large-print pew edition; nursing hom es; retirem ent centers; devotional use; 
a beautiful gift for a senior citizen. H H M B -6 6 9  $ 19 .9 5

ACCOMPANISTS’/PULPIT EDITION
This handsom e edition is bound by double nonremovable wire rings, in a sturdy black binder, 8%" x 
12". The contents are the same as the pew edition, but with chord symbols above the music staves. 
The type size is large, and the book lies flat for easy use.

Useful for: accompanists; pulpit; singing around the piano at hom e; as a large-print, full m usic edi
tion; rhythm  orchestration book for guitar and bass. f l( tM B -6 6 8  $34 .9 5

POCKET EDITION
This handy, personal-size hym nal can be slipped into coat pocket or purse. The contents are the 
same as the pew edition. Size, approximately 4" x 6". Handsom e and durable binding; soft black 
buckram. Makes an ideal gift. H H M B -6 7 0  $19 .9 5

RESOURCES FOR WORSHIP PLANNING—A Companion to the Hymnal
A rich treasury of hym nal resources for the worship planner. Features include: a concordance to ap
proximately 7 0 0  key words; a complete set of Scripture reference indexes; common tone m odula
tion tables for use in compiling medleys. Sturdy sewn binding with kivar cover; 6" x 9"; 2 3 2  pages.

H H M B -671 $ 1 9 .95
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