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A Memory

EXT to the saddest thought in the universe is the fact that
every home is doomed to certain destruction. Time, change, . . .

marriage, death — these things are inevitably to scatter the
family, break up its sacred associations, and send from the dear
old roof one and another to a new-made family and “a
new-made home, unother and still another to the silent grave.
until the identity of that home is gone for ever, to live only in mem-
ory as its sweetest treasure. How, in after years, when in our own
home with our own children around us, and happy and thankful to
God for & pure and joyful home, the mind gocs back over tho lapse
of long years. The grayv-haired sire has, perhaps, long since laid
aside the weary burden of life and bade farewell to family and friends
and passed quietly out into the beyond. The venerable mother may
soon have followed him, or possibly lingers yet, living with her “boy”
or her “girl” here or there in another home — not the old home. How
the mind runs back led thither oft by the acts or questions of our
own darling little oncs to that dear old forsaken home. It may be
tiner now than then. Wealth may have improved it. Art may have
adorned it. The deft fingers of man may have added muech that chal-
lenges the admiration of the world. But as we stand and gaze upon
the scene with mwistened eyes we lose the glitter of the new in the
zold of the old. The main features are all there; the same surround-
ing hills, the same trees in the old yard, the same stream. Things
whick used to look large have dwindled in size to our eyes now; but
every inch of that old yard was pressed by our innocent, childish
feet. The old thorn tree just outside the yard still stands, under the
shade of which we used to play. That shade encompsassed as many
farms as there were children of us, each farm fenced with sticks onc
rail high, and stocked with horses and cattle of the best breeds made
of the bones picked up aboutthe place, or sometimes the toes and
noses of hogs at hog-killing time.

The bright memories which cluster ubout that old tree are dark-
cned by one spot, painful and pathetic. Would that we could forget
it for ever; but it lives on and refuses to die. An only sister was
the loved companion of our childish sports those days. If a sister
was ever loved, yea idolized, she certainly was. She brightened every
day, made richer and brighter every hour of our childhood — because
part of onr very being and life. But death took her away from our
companionship, and she went home to God. A few days before her
death, in our sports, in a fit of impatience, we treated her with rude-
ness, and in grief and tears she went into the house — went in to
come out no more for ever save when borne cut to the old family
graveyard by the neighbors. How we realized then, too late, that even
on that last day of our play the fatal fever was on her and made her
unlike herself, which doubtless helped to fan our own unpardonable
impatience into a momentary flame. We stood about her bedside in
an agony of grief. She could not speak, but in the tortures of cruel
pain she spokc with her eyes and pointed with her hand, assuring us
“All is well” — then fell back upon her pillow into the first quiet rest
she had had for long hours — the rest of death.

O cruel memory! How stern a judge art thou! Thy wand rules
still across the lapse of many long years!

But let our reverie have a reason. We began with the thought
n our mind, that could children realize the fateful doom which hangs
wver their own-happy home, how much greater would be their appre-
siation of it. No duties are higher than home duties. Your mother
toils s0 hard to make your home happy and attractive, and how it
pains her heart to see you cevince the slightest want of appreciation
of 1t. Dear children, love your home. Love your mother. Soon time
will dismantle the old home and sunder the loved ones. So live as
to have memorirs unhaunted by a single regret in all the years to
come.

-

Hold Up His Hands

F one age can give a profounder significance to, and impose a
Ihenvier responsibility upon, the Christian ministry than another,

this ie certainly the age. The multiform phases and the aggres-
siveness of evil are such as call for the utmost vigilance, thc most
dauntless courage, and the most perfect self-forgetfulness upon the
part of the minister. No nobler sight ean be witnesscd than a fear-
less, faithful preacher leading a solid band of Christian men and
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women in an earnest endeavor to save souls, to bless the needy, and to
better the country by ridding it of its most insidious and dangerous
enemies. i

_ The .condition of society is such as to demand at the hands of
faithful men of God preaching upon subjects which will evoke great
opposition and sometimes lead to divisions and social upheavals in
communities. How essential at such timces espeecinlly is it that the
flock stand firmly and openly by the pastors. Satan and all the ene-
mies of the good and the true will oppose the preacher and seek the
defeat of his righteous und benign aims. It is not enough that the
chureh member be with and for his preacher at heart. Silent sup-
port, if that be all, may be a positive hurt. The opposition will claim
such people. In great, decisive battles every man must be counted
and felt in the conflict. So in this ministerial conflict the active and
outspoken support and sympathy of all church members must be had.
Whatever one may claim to be his inward sentiment and feeling, it is
practically opposition to his faithful pastor, unless he has proclaimed

it openly and firmly. He that is not for him in these emergencies i«

against him.

Many a time Satan has carried his point through the silence and
inactivity of those who should have been pronounced and outspoken
and earnest in their support of the attack being so bravely made by
some preacher against evil. It is no time for babes, or the deaf, or
blind, or the cowardly and lazy in the great conflicts pressing upon us.

No man ean heartily support and be appreciably felt in a crusade
against evil until he gets his consent to suffer in any way as a result
of it. If any one would save his life he must lose it. The Master
said: “If any man will come after me let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me.”

Happy is the preacher who always and everywhere can depend
upon the support of his officials and members. What o power a church
ig in a community every member of which stands squarely for right
against wrong everywhere and in everything, and fearlessly and openly
proclaim their position on all questions and issucs involving moral
principles, even though they know it will cost them the loss of busi-
ness or trade or something olse.

et AT
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Intemperance and Business

the great temperancoe reform, it has a distinctive and vital com-

mercial aspeet or phase. The existence of the dramshop is
menace to cvery business firm and commercial interest in the com-
munity. Saloons are never found alonc. They invariably draw to
themselves or gravitate to their natural and congenial allies, the pool
room, the gambling hell, and the shameless house. These are differ-
ent departments in the same school of vice, and rarely do we find a
vietim addicted to only one of thesc vices. Young men who frequent
bar rooms, it is well known, generally go further and become patrons
of the gambling table, and often times even worse. The business
world secs this, and the conduct of employees outside of business
hours has becoine a serious matter to employers, and well it may.
One of the principal banks in New York City has established a rule
forbidding their employees frequenting bar rooms, the races, and the
pool rooms, and all places where drinking or gaming is carried on.
Prompt discharge is the penalty for a violation of this rule. It is
very easily seen that depositors will lose confidence in a bank which
employs men to handle their money or transact business for them
who are patrons of saloons and gaming places.

In tho same line of policy, the great Chicago & Alton railroad
prohibits the use of intoxicating liquors and gambling by its em-
ployees, und_other railroads and great business enterprises are adopt-
ing the samo policy. More and more the business world is coming
to recognizo the vital relation of the dramshop curse to every line of
commercial business and activity. No line or branch of business is
safe when touched in any way by men who drink or gamble. Such
men are unsound and dangerous, and no corporation or company
can be faithful to its patrons who entrust money to their manage-
ment if they confide its administration to men of such habita. It is
to be hoped that every corporation and busincss institution in the
land will follow the example of the railroad and bank referred to.
This would be an effective blow from a right quarter which would
aid in hastening the destruction of this arch enemy of our republic,
of our homes, and of the church of God.

IN addition to the humanitarian, moral. and religious aspects ot

.




N this day of so-called civil advancement.

but of certain moral retrogression, men
are ignoring the true sources of national
strength, political integrity, social purity, and
domestic felicity. For certainly this fair land
and nation suffers from the corruption of her
politics, society, and homes, But this fs the
age of man's over-exaltation, when his increas-
ing knowledge and wondrous achievements en-
gage the attention of the world. He has for-
gotten thgt all good gifts come from the Father
of lights, and that “the fear of God Is the be-
rinning of wisdom.” For God is the free Giver
of this knowledge and power of invention; and
happy is the man who recognizes Him as such.
Our American people have drifted farther
from the moorings of their ideals of godliness
and piety than other nations; for we have
striven for a brighter goal. Let us get back to
the days of our forefathers. We have almost
forgotten that the founders of the glorious re-
public sought to establish a8 nation where men
might worship God according to the dictates
of their own consciences. We, their offspring,
seem to have forgotten that there is a God in
heaven. Still our coin bears His name as the
God of our trust, and still we sing our national
anthem, “Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author of
liberty”; but how far we come short of ac-
knowledging God as the Giver:of our liberty
and trusting gracious providence to guide the
Ship of State aright. '
Today in our own fair America the blatant
infidel may mount the public platform to ridi-
cule the God of heaven, denounce the Christ of
Calvary as an illegitimate, and treat with utter
contempt the theme of redemption purchased
by His blood; and no one seems concerned that
man has raised his arm of rebellion and voice
of anarchy against high heaven. Standing be-
hind the sacred desk, before a congregation
perishing for a knowledge of the truth, we hear
the product of some seminary (an apology for
a minister of the gospel) explain away the
miraculous, apologize for the bolder statements
of truth, and deny the superpatural inspiration
of the Bible; substituting for the cleansing of

sin by the blood of Christ, a code of moral

eothics and an ideal toward which we should
strive. Had men in the olden days arisen to
discount the blood of atonement in our places
of worship, they would have been termed here-
tics, and barred from the church. These con-
ditlons are not the exception today, but almost
the prevatling rule. Were we to call the name
of the eminent men, leaders of our orthodox
churches (80 termed) we would almost shudder
at answers we should receive to the query,
What think ye of the atonement on Calvary
and the blood of Jesus? The blasphemy would
startle us.

We are compelled as a people to admit that
present existing conditions are not,ideal. What
conditions of evil prevail in American politics!
It 18 a known fact that the liquor and money
powers domineer, controlling largely our leg-
islation and shaping the destiny of the poli-
tician. We know that oftentimes the people's
interests are sacrificed for bribes, that principle
and hopor fall before the dollar mark. We
know that American soclety, while in advence
of other nations, is so corrupted that it holds
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within its circle many .a anfire for the young'

people of the land. Statistice show the alarm-
ing number of wrecks of young lives upon the
rocks of sin and vicg. Like soclety, our homes,
the backbone of the nationm, are being ruined
by wrongdoing, until the vitality of this free
American republic is seeping away at an alarm-
ing rate through the popular divorce court.
America! do something to save your homes
or you perish!

Yes, the country is awakened to some exteunt
to its condition, but she is8 trying the wrong
remedy. These conditions are blamed upon ig-
norance, heredity, and environment; and the
cry 18 for more education, and better environ.
ment. Abh, yes, these are good; but they will
not suffice. Education and environment will

~

Blood Redemption
* Wilmer C.Surber

help, but can never change the man. Educate
a good man and you increase his power of
usefulness; but if you educate a bad man you
multiply his capabilities of evil. To prove this
we have but to observe that some of the worst
of unprincipled rascals are not only men who
have received the most exhaustive of educa-
tions, but have known the most of what is
right. Education is not that primary need of
our people. Environment can not be, for wan
creates his own environment, or will seek a
place of congenial associations. But if good en-
vironment obtained everywhere, it is still true
that frequently some of the worst of charac-
ters come from the best of homes and environ-
ment, What the world needs {s not first more
education and better environment; but man
himself somewhere in his moral constitution
must be changed; and that i{s not accomplished
by any such process of external applications.

The blood of Jesus Christ is redemption’s
price, the cure for sln, the hope of the world.
It is God’'s plan and cure.
where, would try the “Blood Cure,” what a
renovation! what a transformation of the
world would ensue! Instantly all drunken.
ness, crime, and sin wpuld cease. Automatical-
Iy jails, police courts, and the gallows would
disappear. The police force, judges, juries, and
criminal lawyers would seek new vocations. The
Hquor traffic, with its saloons and brothels,
would go out of business. Yea, what domestic
tranquility, what socfal chastity, political
transparency, national glory, and universal
peace would obtain!

THERE 18 WONDERFUL, TRANSFORMING 'POWSEH-y -

IN THE ILOOD

Could the world but see the scarlet "thread
interwoven throughout the entire fabric of
God’'s dealings with man, tracing ft through
the sacrifices of the patriarchs, the offerings of
the Levitical priesthood, and the prophetic ut-
terances to Calvary; and there, gathering it
up again, follow it through the Gospels and
epistles to Revelation, we would see God’'s
scheme for a world's redemption. Jesus Christ
lifted up on Calvary's tree in the middle of
time shed His blood, which (figuratively speak-
ing) flowed down both sides of the hill of
time; flowing back through sands of human
need to the day when Abel offered@ unto God a
more excellent sacrifice than that of Cain, and
forward through the coming years until the
last salnt {s saved to sin no more. They and
we by faith looked to Calvary and were saved;
they looked ahead, we look back.

To appropriate the blood of Jesus is to ap-
propriate His life, “for the life i1s In the blood.”
It is not the l{teral blood about which we sing,
‘“the blood is all my plea”; but out from His
riven side flowed blood and water, and with it
the life which was sacrificed in our redemp-
tion. He spilled Hfe and love and blood into a
fountain opened for our cleansing, and without
this shedding of blood there is no remission
of sins. Well may we sing,

E'er slnce by fuith 1 saw the stream,
Thy Howing wounds supply;

Redeeming Jove har bheen nf,\' theme,
And shall be tHl I dle.

One Lord’s Day morning after I, with those
ot like precious faith, had surrounded the altar
to partake of the holy emblems, and then re-
turned to my seat while others came, to watch
and think of the significance of this ceremony.
the solemnity ot the scene, the prayerful sing-
ing of “There 18 a Fountain fllled with blood™
and other like songs, caused my mind to run
back over a period of years. It seemed I could
see the twelve gathered with their Master in
the little room on that last night ot His life.

It all men, every-

What a remarkable occasion! He knew in anoth-
er day the little band would be scattered, but
they were ignorant of the meaning of such por-
tents. He takes the cup and says, “This cup is
the new testament of my blood.” They took
and did drink each one: but how little dfd they
realize the meaning of the symbol! 1 then
thought of the crowd before me-— how faintly~
we comprehend the eternal blessings which will
accrue from such hours in which we honor and
show appreciation of His blood. Then with a
bound into the future, my thoughts were of the
white-robed host that will surround eternity's
throne. They who bhad come up out of great
tribulation, arrayed in white robes (the right-
ecousness of the salnts), having washed them in
the blood of the Lamb. Yes, the theme of the
song which they will raise, the glad strains
swelling and vibrating through heaven’'s gal-
leries, filling a universe with its harmony, wiil
be In praise of the blood of the Lamb who was
slain. May we blend our voices in the happy
chorus, as the angelic orchestra touch their
harps with nimble fingers, and the redeemed
host sing the new song, “Power and dominion
to him that shall reign'!

Yes, blood was the hope of the patriarch, the
thrilling prophecy of the seer, the message of .
the apostle, the hope of the world today, and
the theme of eternal rejoicing. Immaculate
conception, marvelous thought of divinity, ti.
tanic undertaking, glorious completion, perfect
redemption, symmetric whole, it is God’s great-
est achievement — blood redemption!

ELLINGTON, MO,

Faith

BY J. T. MAYRURY

VEN the most casual reader of Holy Writ
E can not fafl {0 be impressed with the oft
< recurring allusions to the lmportance of
fafth. No matter what the nature of the bless-
ing desired, or gift sought, whether for splirit-
ual or physical blessing, it is always according
to faith that the boon is granted. Thus we
learn that sinners are justified by faith with-
out the works of the law. That believers are
sanctified wholly upon the sole condition of
their trusting the cleansing blood and purify-
ing fire. Having entered into an cxperience of
full salvation, they walk by faith, are kept by
the power of God through faith, and overcome
the world by fafth.

Now, why so much importance attached to
faith rather than to works, gifts, knowledge,
or something else? Because it is fundamentat
in God’s plan of salvation. Mankind fell by be-
lieving ‘the Devil's lie. They must rise by be-
lieving God's truth. Until one becomes a be-
liever he 1s outslde the kingdom of God, and
all of His works, gifts, and endeavors are vain
and impotent so far as helping him to be
blessed of God Is concerned. “Without faith {t
is impossible to please him.”

Various definitions have been given of faith.
It has been called “Remembering God's faith-
fulness.” Agafn it i{s sald to be ‘“Belleving-
what God has said because God said it.” This
is practically the same as saying that faith is
simply taking God at His word. The Bible defi--
nition of faith is, that “Faith {s the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.”” The word translated ‘‘substance” is
algo rendered ‘‘persuasion.” Faith 18 not a
mere fancy or imagination, but a persuasion
of heart that the thing desired will be granted.
This assurance is before anything is seen, for
faith always operates when there is nothing in
sight.

Falth the proinisc sees,
And rests on that alone;

T.aughs at impossibilities,
And cries, It shall be done!

mighty faith,

Faith has a subjective effect. When it enters
the soul worry and anxfety depart. An ex-
perfence of sweet rest and peacefulness 18 real-
[zed as soon as God’s promise i3 appropriated
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Judal's posterity. 1 Cr

53 Duke Ké'niiz, duke Té’'man, duke
Mib'zar, .
54 Duke di-el, duke I'ram.
These are the dukes of £'dom. :
' CHAPTER 2. he
R Tha sons of fovasl 3 Ths ty of Tudah By Twwmor. 13
The childrom of Jease. 18 of Caled the son f
Y roicol K g iy "‘-2,..,.?“""“.' b fred
m(au":'pamq. 50 The posterity of Caled the som
HESE are the sons of <Ig'ra-el;
Reu'ben,! Sim'e-on, 1L&'vi, and
Ji'dah, Ya'sa~char, and Z&b'u-liin,
2 D&n, Jo’geph, and Bén'ja-min,
Na&ph'ta-li, , and Ash’er, ]













